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Motczuma  is  permitted  to  flew  bimfeif  in 
pnblick,  going  out  to  his  Temples  and  Re- 
creations. Cortes  takes fome  necejfary  Tre- 
cautions.  The  Spaniards  are  in  "Doubt \  at 
this  Time,  whether  they  jlmild  overthrow 
the  Idols  of  Mexico,  or  wait  for  a  more 
proper  Occafion. 

FPv  O  M  this  Day  forward  Motezuma  ife 
main'd  a  voluntary  Prifoncr  of  the  Spa- 
niards, and  was  bclov'd  of  all   for  his 
Courtefy  and  Liberality.     His  own  Servants 
znd  Attendants  had  been  hitherto  unacquainted 
Vol/ II.  b  with 
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with  his  Gentlcnefs  and  Moderation,  as  being 
Virtues  he  had  acquir'd  by  his  Conversation 
with  Strangers,  and  far  from  his  own  natural 
Temper.     He  very  often  confirmed  the  Since- 
rity  of  his  Mind,  both  by  Words  and  A&ions: 
And  when  he  thought  he  had  fecur'd  and  me- 
rited the  Confidence  of  Cortes,  he  rciolv'd  to 
fry  him,  by  asking  his  PermilTion  to  go  feme- 
rimes  to  vifit  his  Temples.     He  gave  his  \\7ord 
that  he  would  return  punctually  to  his  Prifon  ; 
for   fo  he  us'd  to  call   it,  when  none  of  his 
own  People  were  prcfent :  He  told  him, ik  That 
"  he  defrr'd  now  for  his  own  Convcnicncy, 
"  and  for  the  Sake  of  the  Spaniards  themfelvcs, 
"  to  fhew  himfelf  to   his  Subjects ;    for  that 
<c  they  began  to  furmife,  that  he  was  detaiiVd 
"  in  that  Confinement   by   Force,  feeins;  the 
<c  Caufc  of  his  Detention  was  ceas'd  by  the  Pu- 
u  nifhment  of  Qiialpopoca.     And  that  it  was 
"  to  be  fcar'd,  fome  Commotion,  more  than 
"  barely  popular,  might  happen,  if  he  did  not 
"  fpeedily  prevent  it  by  this  Mark  of  his  Li- 
"  berty."     Her  nan  Cor  fes,  fcnflble  how  much 
he  was  in  the  right,  and  defirous  likewise  to 
humour  the  Mexicans,   anfwcr'd  freely   and 
courteouily,  <c  That  he  might  go  when,  and 
u  where-evcr  he  pleas'd,  and  that  he  attributed 
"  his  making  fuch  a  Rcquett  to  the  Excels  of 
"  his  Goodnefs,  feeing  both  himfelf,  and  all  his 
"  People,  were  intirely  at  his  Service;"  but  he 
accepted  the  Promife  he   made  him  of  not 
changing  his  Place  of  Rcfcicnce,  as  one  ex 
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trcmcly  dcfirous  not  to  be  depriv'd  of  the  Ho- 
nour he  had  received. 

The  Emperor's  Purpofe  of  vifiting  his 
Temples,  caufed  fome  Scruples  in  the  General  $ 
but  to  make  the  bed  Conditions  he  could,  he 
obtain'd  of  him  to  abolifh  all  human  Sacrifices 
from  that  Day ;  contenting  himfelf  with  this 
partial  Remedy,  fince  it  was  not  yet  Time  to 
endeavour  a  total  Reformation  of  Abufcs ;  and 
where  we  cannot,  to  do  what  is  beft  at  once, 
it  is  Prudence  to  divide  the  Difficulty,  in  order 
to  overcome  it  by  Degrees.  Motezuma  con- 
fented  to  this,  effectually  prohibiting  thofe  Sa* 
cririces  in  all  the  Temples :  And  tho'  It  may 
be  doubted,  whether  that  Order  was  exa&ly 
comply 'd  with,  yet  it  is  certain,  that  there  was 
no  Breach  of  it  in  Publick;  and  if  they  ever 
did  perform  them,  it  was  with  their  Gates  {hut, 
as  if  they  were  doing  fomething  that  was  cri- 
minal. 

His  firft  Sally  was  to  the  principal  Temple 
of  the  City,  with  his  aceuftom'd  Pomp  and 
Attendance  :  He  took  fome  Spaniards  along 
with  him,  calling  them  himfelf,  by  way  of 
Prevention,  to  avoid  the  Shame  of  having  them 
ordcr'd  to  attend  him  either  as  Guards  or  Wit- 
heflcs  of  his  Actions.  The  People  celebrated 
this  firft  Appearance  of  their  Sovereign  with 
great  Acclamations  of  Joy :  Not  that  they  truly 
lov'd  him,  or  that  they  had  forgot  the  Op- 
prcilions  under  which  they  labourM;  but  at 
this  Time  Duty  got  the  better  of  their  Incli- 
nations, and  a  Cfown  has  its  Influence,  altho' 
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it  be  upon  the  Head  of  a  Tyrant.     He  rcceiv'd 
e  Acclamations  with  an  Air  of  Majcfty, 
was,  that  Day.  very  liberal  in  bellowing 
?urs  upon  his  Nobles,  and  likewife  in  dil- 
tributing  Girts  among  the  Populace.     He  after- 
wards went  up  to  the  Temple,  reding  on  the 
ens  of  the  Priefts;  and  having  comply'd  with 
fome  of  the  leaft  fcandalous  Rites  of  his  Wor- 
.rurncd  to  the  Quarters,  where  he  again 
the  Spaniards,  declaring,  "  That 
^raclion  he  had  in  refiding  among 
:  him  no  le&  defirous  to  return, 
*c  than  thcDiftharge  of  his  Promife." 

He  continued  to  go  Abroad  when  he  pleas'd, 
without  any  thing  extraordinary  happenings 
fometimes  to  the  Palace  where  he   kept  his 
at   other  times  to  his  Temples,  and 
;  fure-Houfes,  always  uftng  the  Ceremony  of 
2  Leave  of  Cortes ',  or  taking  him  along 
when  what  he  went  about  would 
:cenl       imit  of  his  Company  ;  but  he  never 
fay  a  Night  out  of  the  Quarters,  nor  fo  much 
nee  mention'd  the  changing  of  his  Habita- 
tion ;  on  the  contrary,  the  Mexicans  began  to 
look  upon  this  Perfeverance  of  their  Emperor, 
the  Effect  of  his  Love  to  the  Spaniards  : 
So  that  now  the  Minifters  and  Nobles  of  the 
Cortes,  making  Ule  of  his  Intercft 
.in  their  Pretentions;  and  all  the  Spaniards , 
that  were  more  particularly  efteem'd  by  Cortes. 
i  [  rir'd  both  Prefents  and  Flatteries  :  The  CQm- 
mo:\  ?d  of  all  Courts  j  where  by  In  treaties 
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rmd  AfldteffeSj,  thoie  Idols  caird  the  Prince's. 
Favourites  are  in  a  Manner  worfhipp'd. 

During  this  Tranquillity,  Cortes  did  not 
neglect  thofc  Precautions  which  were  thought' 
conducive  to  his  Security,  nor  to  forward  thofc' 
high  Defigns  which  were  forming  in  his  Mind, 
tho'  as  yet  without  any  determinate  Object,  or 
knowing  whither  the  oblcure  Flattery  of  his 
Hopes  would  carry  him.  Immediately  upon 
the  Vacancy  of  the  Government  of  Vera-Cruz 
by  the  Death  of  Juan  de  Efcalante,  and  when 
the  Ways  were  ciear'd  from  Danger  by  the 
Punifhment  of  the  Criminals,  he  nam'd  Cap- 
tain Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  for  that  Employ- 
ment :  And  becaufe,  in  the  prefent  Pofture  of 
Affairs,  he  would  not  part  with  fo  ferviccablc 
a  Commander,  he  fent,  in  Quality  of  his  Lieu- 
tenant, a  certain  private  Soldier,  nam'd  Alonfo 
de  Gradoy  a  Man  of  Senfe  and  Ability,  but 
of  an  unquiet  turbulent  Spirit,  one  of  thole 
who  had  diftinguifhed  themfelvcs  in  the  pad 
Disturbances.  It  was  belicv'd,  he  gave  him 
that  Emplpyment  both  to  iatisfy  him,  and  to 
get  him  out  of  the  Way :  But  it  was  no  found 
Policy  to  put  a  Perfon  fo  little  to  be  depended 
on,  in  a  Place  that  was  kept  for  a  Retreat,  and 
againft  any  Attempts  which  might  be  fear'd 
from  the  Ifle  of  Cuba.  His  Preience  in  that 
Port  might  have  prov'd  a  great  Inconvenience, 
if  the  Veffels  which  'Diego  Velafquez,  had  fet 
out  in  Profecution  of  his  ancient  Claim  had 
arriv'd  a  little  iboncr.  But  Alonfo  de  Grado 
himfelf,  by  his  own  Proceedings,  rectify 'd  the 
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the  Emperor  himfcif  refolv'd  to  make  the  fin: 
Trial,  embarking  with  the  Spaniards,  that  he 
might  take  a  nearer  View  of  the  liirprizing 
Curiofitv  of  that  Sort  of  Navigation. 

For  this  Purpofc  he  ordered  Preparations  for 
a  ^rcat  Hunting  upon  the  Water,  that  he  mis  ! 
e  Time  enough  for  his  Obfervations :  And 
on  the  Day  appointed,  all  the  Canoes  bde 
mg  to  the  Royal  Equipage  were  early  in  the 
Morning  upon  the  Lake,  with  hi*  whole  Fa- 
mily, Retinue,  andHuntfmen.  They  had  ; 
mented  the  Number  of  Rowers,  not  without 
a  Prelumption  that  they  mould  gain  Credit  to 
the  Lightnels  of  their  Boats,  to  the  Difgrax 
of  the  Spam ;,£  VeiTels,  which,  in  their  Opinions, 
were  heavy,  and  difficult  to  govern  :  But  it 
not  long  before  they  were  undeceiv'd  5  for  the 
Brigantincs  let  out  with  Sails  and  Oars,  oppor- 
tunely favour'd  by  the  Wind,  and  left  the  C  :- 
-  a  long  Way  behind,  to  the  great  Admi- 
ration of  the  Indians.  This  Diy  of  great 
Divcrfion  to  the  Spaniards,  as  well  for  the  No- 
velty and  Manner  oi  Hunting,  as  for  the  Colt- 
lincfs  and  Magnificence  of  the  Banquet  with 
which  they  were  regal'd :  An  i  M  U  z  na  took 
great  Pleafure  in  rallying  his  Rowers  for  their 
vain  Endeavours  to  come  up  with  the  Brigan- 
tincs, and  glory 'd  in  the  Victory  of  the  Spa- 
niards  :^  his  own. 

After  their  Return,  the  whole  City  went 
out  in  Shoals  to  behold  tho:  :ig  Homes, 

as  they  term'd  them  in  their  Language.  The 
Novelty  of  the  Thing  had  itso: 
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and  above  all,  the  Indians  admir'd  the  Manage- 
ment of  the  Rudder,  and  the  Sails,  which,  to 
their  thinking,  commanded  both  the  Water  and 
the  Wind:  An  Invention,  which  the  mod  judi- 
cious among  them  admir'd  as  a  Dexterity  intircl y 
beyond  their  Capacity  5  and  the  Vulgar,  as  an 
Art  more  than  natural,  and  a  Dominion  over 
the  Elements  themfclvcs.  The  Reiult  of  all 
was,  that  thoie  Brigantincs,  which  were  built 
with  a  greater  View,  were  receh/d  with  Ap- 
plauic ;  and  this  prudent  Forefight  of  Cortes 
had  fucli  a  happy  Effect,  that  he  gam'd  great 
Reputation,  by  doing  what  was  neceilary  to  his 
own  Security. 

At  the  fame  Time,  lie  was  laying  facta  other 
Schemes  as.  his  active  Vigilance  dictated.  He 
introducd,  inDifcourfc  with  Motez>uma7  and 
his  Nobles  who  came  to  viiit  him,  the  Grcat- 
nefs  of  his  Sovereign,  extolling  his  Clemency, 
and  aggrandizing  his  Power;  gaining  them  to 
his  Opinion,  with  lb  much  Addrei^,  that  they 
began  generally  to  defire  the  Alliance  he  pro- 
posed, and  an  cftablifnd  Commerce  with  the 
Spaniards,  as  the  Intercftof  the  Mexican  Mon- 
archy. He  likcwife  made  lomc  important 
Difcovcrics  by  way  of  Conversation,  and  pure 
Curioilty.  He  inform'd  himfelf  very  particu- 
larly of  the  Strength  and  Extent  of  the  Mexi- 
can Empire  ;  of  its  Provinces,  Confines,  Moun- 
tains, Rivers,  and  principal  Mines  :  Of  the 
DilTanccs  of  both  Seas,  their  Qualities,  Roads, 
and  Harbours :  And  hefeem  afo  far  from  having 
the  Icaft  De%n  inObfervations  and  Inquifitivc- 
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ncfs,  that  Motezuma,  for  his  better  Informa- 
tion, and  to  gratify  his  Curiofity,  ordcr'd  his 
Painters,  with  the  Alliftanccof  skilful  People, 
to  draw  out  all  his  Dominions  on  a  Piece  of 
Cloth,  like  our  Maps,  which  fliew'd  him  every 
Particular  that  was  worth  taking  Notice  of.    He 
alio  permitted  feme  Spaniards  to  go  and  take 
a  View  of  the  moft  celebrated  Mines,  as  like- 
wife  of  the  Ports  and  Bays  which  were  capable 
of  Shipping.     This  Hernan  Cortes  propos'd 
to  him,  under  Pretext  of  carrying  a  diftinft  Re- 
lation to  his  Prince  of  every   thing  that  was 
remarkable  5  to  which  Motezuma  did  not  only 
give  his  Confcnt,  but  order'd  fome  of  his  Sol- 
diers to  accompany  them,  and  difpatch'd  Orders 
that  they  fhould  have  free  Admittance,  and  be 
inftruftcd  in  whatever  they  dcltr'd  to  know  ; 
a  convincing  Sign  that  he  had  no  Sufpicion,  and 
that  his  Tomme  and  Heart  went  together. 

But  at  this  very  juncture,  when  the  Spa- 
niards had  moft  Rcafon  to  avoid  ftarting  any 
Innovations,  as  dangerous  to  publick  Quiet, 
and  the  good  Understanding  between  them  and 
the  Mexicans ',  our  Hiftorians  mention  a  Refo- 
lution  of  theirs,  fo  intircly  prepofterous,  and 
inconfiftent  with  the  reft  of  their  Adtions,  and 
fo  very  imfeafonable,  that  we  are  inclin'd  to 
call  the  Truth  of  it  in  Queftion,  notwithstand- 
ing we  have  no  Sufficient  Reafons  to  omit  it. 
Bernal  JJiaz  delCaftillo  fays,  as  does  likewife 
prancifco  Lopez  de  Gomara  before  him,  (agree- 
ing fometimes  in  things  leaft  probable)  That 
they  had  refolv'd  to  overthrow  all  the  Idols  of 

Mexico^ 
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Mexico,  and  to  turn  the  principal  Temple  into 
a  Church  :  That  they  fally'd  out  to  put  in  Exe- 
cution what  they  had  determin'd,  notwithftand- 
ing  Moteziima  refilled,  and  endcavour'd  to 
hinder  them:  That  the  Pricfts  took  up  Arms, 
and  the  whole  City  rofe  in  Defence  of  their 
Gods :  That  the  Conteft  lafted,  without  coming 
to  Blows,  till  fuch  Time,  as  for  the  publick 
Quiet,  the  Idols  were  fufTcr'd  to  remain  in  their 
Places  ;  and  a  Chapel  was  clcans'd,  and  an  Altar 
erefted  within  the  aforcfaid  Temple,  where 
they  plae'd  the  Crofs  of  Chrift,  and  the  Image 
of  his  moil  blcilcd  Mother;  Mafs  was  lung 
with  great  Solemnity,  and  the  Altar  continued 
many  Days  5  the  very  Pricfts  of  the  Idols  taking 
Care  to  keep  it  neat,  3nd  to  adorn  it.  And 
this  Account  Antonio  de  Herrera  like  wife  gives, 
but  differs  from  both  thofe  Authors,  by  adding 
ibme  Circumftanccs  which  pais  the  Limits  of 
Embellishment,  if  fuch  Rhctorick  may  be  al- 
low'd  an  Hiltorian  :  For  he  defcribes  a  Pro- 
ceilion  of  the  Spaniards  all  in  Arms,  which 
was  made,  in  order  to  conduct  the  holy  Images 
to  the  Temple  $  pens  the  very  Speech  which 
Cortes  made,  or  rather  that  which  he  would 
perluade  us  he  made,  before  the  Crucifix ;  and 
recounts  a  kind  of  Miracle  his  Devotion  pro- 
duct ;  taking  upon  him  to  lay,  on  what  Foun- 
dation we  know  not,  That  a  little  after,  the 
Mexicans  mutiny'd  upon  Account  of  the  Want 
of  Rain  to  refrefh  their  parch'd  Fields :  That 
they  came  to  Cortes  in  a  tumultuous  Manner, 
complaining,  that  their  Gods  refused  to  fend 

them 
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them  any  Rain,  becaufc  he  had  intfodu  :'d 
ttrange  Deities  into  their  Temples:  And  thatj 
to  appeafe  thofe  ieditious  People,  he  promis'd 
them,  on  the  Part  of  his  God,  a  plentiful  Shower 
of  Rain  within  a  few  Hours,  which  Promife 
Heaven  punctually  made  good,  to  the  great 
Admiration  of  Motezuma,  and  the  whole 
City. 

We  mail  not  touch  upon  the  Engagement 
he  laid  himfelf  under,  by  promifing  Miracles 
to  Infidels  for  Proof  of  the  Truth  of  Religion, 
Avhich  might  pollibly  have  happened  thro*  the 
Vehemence  of  his  Zeal;  nor  fhall  we  wonder 
at  the  miraculous  Succefs :  For  he  might  like- 
wife  have  had,  at  that  Juncture,  fomc  Spark 
of  that  lively  Faith  which  merits  and  performs 
Miracles.  But  the  very  Action  itfelf  is  fo  'di£ 
foiiant,  Co  extremely  repugnant  to  Reafon,  that 
it  is  difficult  to  believe  it,  confidcring  the  Wa- 
rinefs  and  Character  of  Cortes ,  and  the  Dif- 
pofition  and  Learning  of  Fryar  Bartolome  de 
Olmedo.  Cut  allowing  the  Enterprize  of  over- 
throwing all  the  Idols  of  Mexico  at  that  Time, 
and  after  the  Manner  related,  to  have  had  the 
Succefs  pretended  ;  (ftnee  it  is  fometimes  law- 
ful for  an  Hiftorian  to  pafs  his  Judgment  upon 
the  Fadls  he  relates)  we  find  in  this  feveral  Ob- 
jections which  oblige  us,  at  lead,  to  doubt  th£ 
Prudence  of  fuch  a  Determination,  in  fo  po- 
pulous a  City,  where  it  might  reafonably  be 
held  impoflible  to  effect  what  was  found  fo 
difficult  in  Cozumel.  They  were  upon  a  good 
Footing  with  Motezuma:  All  the  Security  they 
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enjoy 'd,  depended  wholly  upon  his  Favour  : 
He  had  not  given  them  the  leaft  Hopes  of  adr 
mitting  the  Gofpel  5  but  on  the  contrary  was 
inflexible,  and  obftinate  in  his  Idolatry.  The 
Mexicans,  bcfidcstheBigottry  with  which  they 
worfhipp  d  their  Idols,  and  defended  their  Errors, 
were  very  much  difpos'd  to  rife  in  Arms  againtt 
the  Spaniards.  What  Prudence  then  could 
there  be  in  undertaking  fo  unfeatbnable  an  Affair 
againft  the  Inclination  of  Motezuma  ?  If  we 
look  toward  the  Views  with  which  it  was  pre- 
tended to  have  been  done,  we  fhall  find  them 
intirely  ufclefs,  and  inconfiftcnt  with  Rcafon. 
Was  it  fit  to  begin,  the  Convcrfion  and  Un- 
deceiving of  Idolaters  by  deftroying  their  Idols; 
To  regard  an  unprofitable  outilde  Shew  as  the 
Triumph  of  Religion :  To  place  the  holy  Images 
in  a  Place  unclean  and  detcftable  5  leaving  them 
to  the  Difpofal  of  'Pagan  Pricfts,  exposed  to 
Irreverence,  Profaneneis,  and  Sacrilege:  And 
laftly,  to  celebrate,  amongft  the  Representa- 
tions of  the  Devil,  the  ineffable  Sacrifice  of  the 
Mais  ?  Antonio  de  Her r era  qualifies  thefe  Un- 
dertakings with  the  Title  of  memorable  Actions. 
Let  thofe  judge  who  fhall  read  them.  We  for 
our  Parts  do  not  find  any  good  Rcafon,  either 
Politick  or  Chrifti.an,  whereby  to  folvc  fo  many 
Jnconfiftcncies.  So  leaving  this  Point  of  the 
Story  doubtful  and-  undecided,  we  fhall  only 
add,  that  we  had  much  rather,,  that  either  thefe 
Irregularities  had  never  happened  after  the  Man- 
ner they  are  related,  or  that  incredible  Truths 
had  never  been  admitted  in  Hiftory. 

CHAP. 
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A  Confpiracy  which  was  forming  again/}  the 
Spaniards,  by  the  King  of  Tczcuco,  is  dif 

.  cover' d}  and 'jytotczuma*  partly  by  his  own 
Vigilance,  and  partly  by  the  Advice  of 
Cortes,  quells  it,  andchajlifes  the  Author. 

F^ROM  the  very  firft  Beginnings  of  this 
Entcrprize  of  the  Spaniards,  the  Variety 
of  Accidents  they  met  with  was  very  remark- 
able; Profperity,  and  its  Contrary,  alternately 
attending  their  Undertakings.  Sometimes 
Hope  was  abfolute,  and  made  Difficulties  give 
Way  5  and  at  other  Times,  Dangers  fprang  from 
Security  itfelf :  All  human  Defigns,  and  their 
Succefles,  being  fubje£t  to  this  Condition,  to 
have  Good  and  Evil  fo  link'd  together,  that 
with  little  Intermiffion  they  fuccccd  each  others 
and  we  ought  to  believe,  that  this  Inftability 
of  earthly  Things,  is  neccfiary  to  correct  our 
intemperate  Paffions. 

The  blind  Gentiles  placd  this  Series  of  Va- 
riety in  an  imaginary  Wheel,  which  was  form'J 
by  a  Chaining  together  of  good  and  bad  Succefi, 
and  was  turn'd  by  a  certain.  Intelligence  with- 
out Election,  which  they  caird  Fortune  ;  attri- 
buting, by  that  Notion,  to  mere  Chance,  every 
Thing  they  defir'd,  or  fear'd ;  whereas,  in  Truth, 
it  is  the  wife  Difpofition  of  Divine  Providence, 
that  the  Felicities  and  Misfortunes  of  the  World 
do  not  continue  long  in  the  fame  Station  ;  that 

Mankind 
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Mankind  may  enjoy  the  one  with  Moderation, 
may  ber.r  the  other  with  Patience,  and  elevate 
tiieir  Minds  to  the  Search  of  what  is  more 
ftabk  and  iubftantial  in  the  Regions  of  Eter- 
nity. 

The  Spaniards  already  found  themfelves  fuf- 
ficicntly  fecur'd  of  the  Favour  of  Motezuma, 
and  of  the  Eftcem  of  the  Mexicans:  But  at  the 
fame  Time  that  they  enjoy 'd  this  favourable 
Tranquillity,  there  arofe  a  frefh  Storm,  which 
endangcr'd  all  the  Precautions  of  Cortes,  and 
was  beckfioft'd  by  Cacumazin,  the  Emperor's 
Nephew,  King  of  Tezcuco,  and  firft  Elector 
of  the  Empire.  He  was  an  inconfidcrate,  hot- 
headed Youth,  who  being  over-rul'd  by  his 
Ambition,  had  determin  d  to  make  his  Name 
famous  amongft  the  Indians,  by  declaring  him- 
felf  againft  the  Spaniards,  with  the  Pretence 
of  fetting  the  Emperor  at  Liberty  :  His  Rank, 
Dignity,  and  high  Blood,  gave  him  Hopes  of 
attaining  the  Empire  at  the  firft  Election :  And 
he  flatter'd  himfelf,  that  his  Sword  being  once 
drawn,  he  might  have  a  Chance  to  reach  the: 
Crown.  His  firft  Care  was  to  endeavour  to 
blacken  and  dilcredit  Motezunta  with  his 
People,  upbraiding  his  Pufilanimity,  and  Mean- 
nefs  of  Spirit,  with  which  he  fuffer'd  that  in- 
g]   ;icus  Subjection.     Then  he  accused  the^^- 

.  rds,  reprefenting,  in  the  blackcft  Colours, 
the  Violence  they  did  the  Emperor,  the  great 
Intereft  they  were  gaining  in  the  Government, 
and  the  Foundations  they  were  laying  of  a 
Tyranny,  without  palling  by  any  one  Particular 

which 
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Which  might  render  them  odious  and  defpi- 
cablc.  The  next  Step  he  took  was  to  fow  the 
fame  Seeds  of  Sedition  amongft  the  reft  of  the 
petty  Kings  of  the  Lake  :  And  finding  their 
Minds  fuffkicntly  difpos'd  to  an  Infurreftion, 
he  refolv'd  to  put  his  Defigns  in  Execution ; 
to  which  Purpofe  he  call'd  a  Council  of  all  his 
Friends  and  Relations,  which  he  fecretly  held 
in  his  Palace.  There  were  prefent  at  the  A£ 
fembly  the  Kings  oiCuyocan,  Iztapalapa,  Ta~ 
cubd>  and  Matalcingo,  with  other  Caziques 
of  the  adjacent  Countries,  all  Per  Ions  of  Di- 
ftinction  and  Intercft,  who  had  the  Command 
of  numerous  Bodies  of  fighting  Men,andvaiu'd 
rhcmfeJvcs  upon  their  Experience  in  Military 
Affairs. 

He  made  them  an  Harangue,  fupported  with 
the  Appearance  of  Reafon  ;  and  concealing  his 
hidden  Dcfisms  with  a  Shew  of  Zeal  for  the 
publick  Good,  he  reprcfented  to  them  the  prefent 
Condition  of  the  Emperor,  feemingly  forgetful 
of  his  own  Liberty;  and  fpoke  warmly  of  the 
Obligation  they  all  lay  under,  to  unite  like  loyal 
Subjects  and  Vafials,  to  deliver  him  from  that 
inglorious  Bondage.  He  artfully  brought  in  the 
Proximity  of  Blood,  which  oblig'd  him  to  in- 
tercft himfelf  in  what  regarded  his  Uncle.  And 
turning  his  Difcourfe  upon  the  Spaniards  j 
What  is  it  v:i  rjuait  for,  Friends,  and  Kinjmeny 
(aid  he,  that  rs;c  open  not  our  Eyes  to  behold 
the  Reproach  of  our  Ration,  a?id  our  fhameful 
Sufferings  ?  Shall  we7  tvho  are  born  to  bear 
Arms^  and  rJiho place  our  great ejl  Felicity  in 
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the  Terror  degree  our  Enemies ;  frail  we,  I 
fay,  ftoop  our  Necks  to  the  di [graceful  Toke 
of  a  few  wandering  Strangers  ?  JVhat  are 
all  their  daring  and  pre  fumpt  nous  Actions,  but 
fo  many  Reproaches  of  our  Effeminacy,  and 
purely  founded  upon  the  Contetnpt  they  have 
of  us  ?  Let  us  but  ferioufty  confider  the  *Pro- 
grefs  they  have  made  in  a  few  ^Days,  and  we 
fall  fir  ft  be  Jenfible  of  our  own  Shame,  and 
7iext  of  the  Obligation  we  lie  under.     They 
have  prejumptuoufy  mtruded  themfelves  into 
the  Court  of  Mexico,  being  become  infolent  by 
having  obtahid  four  Battels,  in  which  the 
finall  Refinance  they  7net  with  from  their 
Enemies  made  them  valiant.     They  have  en- 
tered triumphayitly  into  the  City,  in  cDefpite 
of  our  King,  and  contrary  to  the  Inclination 
of  the  Nobility  and  Miniftry.     They  have 
introducd  Rebels,  and  our  profefsd  Enemies, 
ayid  keep  them  in  Arms  before  our  Eyes  j  and 
by  jo  doing  increaje  the  Vanity  of  the  Tlaf- 
calans,  and  trample  under  Foot  the  Glory  of 
the  Mexicans.     They  have  taken  away  the 
Life  of  a  General  of  the  Empire,  by  a  pub- 
lick  and  ignominious  Execution,  audacioufly 
exercifing  the  Junfdiciion  of  Magijlrates, 
and  the  Authority  of  Legiflators,  in  'Domi- 
nions wherein  they  are  inert  Strangers.     And 
laftly,  they  detain  the  Terfon  of  the  Great 
2viotczuma/>2  their  Quarters,  having  violently 
forced' him  from  his  'Palace ;  and,  not  content 
to  place  Guards  upon  him  in  our  very  Sight, 
they  have  proceeded  to  offer  Outrage  to  his 

Royal 
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Royal  Terfon,  by  putting  the  fame  Fetters 
upon  him  which  their  rnoft  infamous  Crimi- 
nals are  wont  to  wear.  That  this  is  truey 
we  are  all  fenfible  j  yet  who  will  believe  ity 
and  not  rather  give  the  Lye  to  his  own 
Eyes  ?  An  infamous  Truth  it  is,  and  which 
ought  to  be  pafsd  over  in  Silence,  or  rather 
buried  in  perpetual  Oblivion !  Well  then, 
what  detains  you,  noble  and  illuftrious  Mexi- 
cans ?  Tour  King  a  Trifoner,  and  you  pati- 
ent and  unarmed  Spectators  !  This  Appear- 
ance of  Liberty  which  you  fee  him  enjoy y 
for  fome  'Days  paf,  is  not  Liberty,  but  a 
deceitful  Step,  by  which  he  has  infenfibly 
paffd  to  a  more  indecent  Servitude.  They 
have  tyrannized  over  his  very  Heart,  and 
made  themfelves  Mafters  of  his  Will,  which 
is  the  mojl  ignoble  Bondage  a  Trince  can 
undergo.  They  are  the  Men  who  govern 
and  command  us  j  for  the  Terfon  wh»  ought 
to  command  us,  is  a  Vaffal  to  them.  Ton 
new  behold  him  fupinely  negligent  of  the 
Confervation  of  his  dominions,  regardlefs 
of  the  'Defence  of  his  Laws  and  Religion, 
and  his  wonted  ^Princely  Refolution  convert- 
ed into  fervile  AbjeElion :  We,  whofe  Names 
and  Tower  are  fo  great  in  the  Mexican  Em- 
fire,  mufi,  with  our  utmoji  Strength,  en- 
deavour to  prevent  its  Ruin.  What  con- 
cerns us  all  to  do,  is,  to  unite  our  Forces, 
compleat  the  Ruin  of  thefe  Strangers,  and 
fet  our  Sovereign  at  Liberty.  If  we  flail 
difpleafe  him7  by  not  obeying  him  jo  ftriBly 
Vol,  II.  "  C  in 
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in  what  we  know  to  be  contrary  to  his  In- 
ter eft,  he  will  be  fenfible  of  the  Goodnefs  of 
the  Remedy,  when  he  Jhall  find  himfelf  de- 
liver d  from  the  Evil  If  it  fkould  prove 
other  wife,  Mexico  has  Men  whofe  Temples 
will  very  well  fit  a  Crown ;  and  he  will  not 
be  the  firfi  of  our  Kings,  who,  by  not  know- 
ing how  to  reign,  or  by  reigning  negligently, 
has  let  the  Sceptre  drop  out  of  his  Hands. 

Cacumazin  delivered  himfelf  after  this  Man- 
ner, and  with  fo  much  Warmth,  that  the 
whole  Affembly  followed  his  Opinion  $  break- 
ing out  into  great  Menaces  againft  the  Spani- 
ards, and  offering  to  ferve  perfonally  in  that 
A&ion.  Only  the  Cazique  of  Matalcingo, 
who  was  in  the  fame  Degree  of  Confangui- 
nity  to  Motezuma,  and  not  without  his  Pre- 
tenfions  to  the  Crown,  underftood  the  Drift 
of  the  Propoia!,  and  did  his  Endeavour  to 
fruftrate  the  Defens  of  his  Competitor,  by 
faying,  That  he  held  it  more  neceffary,  and 
agreeable  to  the  Obligation  of  all,  to  ac- 
quaint Motezuma  with  what  they  defignd, 
and  firfi  have  his  Permiffion  }  fince  it  would 
be  very  wrong  in  them  to  attack  a  Place 
wherein  he  raided,  without  firfi  putting  his 
cPerfon  in  Security,  as  well  for  the  'Danger 
his  Life  7mght  be  in,  as  for  the  cDifreputa- 
tion  of  dtjhoying  thofe  Strangers  under  the 
'Protection  of  their  Sovereign.  The  reft  of 
the  Affembly  rejected  this  Propofition  as  im- 
practicable 5  and  Cacumazin  let  fall  fome  bite- 
ing  Expreiiions,  which  the  other  bore,  that  he 

might 
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might  the  better  purfue  his  Intentions.  Then 
the  Council  broke  up,  having  appointed  the 
Day,  concerted  the  Manner,  and  recommend- 
ed an  inviolable  Secrecy. 

Motezuma  and  Cortes  had  both  Notice 
of  this  Confpiracy,  almoft  at  the  fame  Time  : 
Motezuma  by  private  Advice,  which  was  fup- 
pos'd  to  be  fent  by  the  King  of  Matalcingo  ; 
and  Cortes  by  the  Intelligence  of  his  Spies  and 
Confidents.  They  fought  each  other  to  com- 
municate the  News  they  had  rcceiv'd,  and  Mo- 
tezuma had  the  good  Fortune  to  fpeak  firft, 
clearing  himfelf  from  all  Sufpicion  by  fuch  a 
convincing  Proof  of  his  Integrity.  He  in- 
form'd  Cortes  of  all  that  had  been  tranfa&ed  > 
exprefs'd  a  violent  Indignation  both  againft  his 
Nephew  the  King  of  Tezcuco,  and  all  the  reft 
of  the  Confpirators,  and  proposed  to  chaftifc 
them  with  all  the  Rigour  they  deferv  d.  But 
Cortes,  giving  him  to  underftand,  that  he 
knew  the  whole  Affair,  intimating  fome  Cir- 
cumftances  which  left  him  no  Room  to  doubt, 
anfwer'd.  That  he  was  very  much  concern  d 
to  have  been  the  Occafion  of  fuch  a  cDifturb- 
ance  amongfl  his  Vajfals,  and  for  that  Re  a* 
fon  found  himfelf  oblig'd  to  take  upon  himfelf 
the  Remedy  :  That  he  was  therefore  come  to 
ask  his  Leave  to  march  immediately  with 
his  Spaniards  to  Tezcuco,  and  put  a  Stop  to 
this  Mifchief  before  it  grew  to  a  Head,  by 
bringing  Cacumazin  Trifoner,  before  hejhould 
join  his  Confederates  y  and  it  Jhould  be  ne- 
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ceffary  to  have  Recourfe  to  more  violent  Re- 
medies. 

Motezuma  would  not  admit  of  this  Pro- 
pofal,  but  on  the  contrary  absolutely  rejected 
it,  as  well  knowing  what  a  Diminution  it  would 
be  to  his  Power  and  Authority,  if  he  made  Ufe 
of  Foreign  Arms  to  chaftile  Attempts  of  this 
Nature  in  Perfons  of  that  Rank.  He  therefore 
defied  him,  for  his  Sake,  to  diflemble  his  Re- 
fentment,  and  told  him,  as  his  final  Refolu- 
tion,  That  he  would  not  confent,  neither  was 
it  convenient  that  the  Spaniards  Jhould  make 
the  le aft  Motion,  leftfuch  a  Proceeding  might 
increafe  the  Peoples  Hatred  to  them,  and 
render  them  more  obftinate  in  infifting  upon 
their  Removal  from  his  Court }  but  that  they 
Jhould  rather  help  him  tofubjeff  thofe  Rebels, 
h  aJJifiin&  htrn  vtitfa  their  Comfel,  and  by 
acting,  if  there  Was  Occajion,  as  Mediators. 

He  was  of  Opinion,  that  it  would  be  beft 
firft  to  try  gentle  Means,  and  (confidering  the 
Dependence  his  Nephew  had  on  him)  that  he 
fhould  eaftly  bring  him  to  Rcafon,  by  remind- 
ing him  of  the  Obligations  he  lay  under,  and 
induce  him  to  enter  into  an  amicable  Corre- 
fpondence  with  the  Spaniards.  To  which  Pur- 
pofe  he  fent  for  him  by  one  of  his  principal 
Attendants,  who  acquainted  him  with  the  Or- 
der he  brought  from  the  Emperor,  and  told 
him  on  the  Part  of  Cortes,  That  he  defired 
his  Friendftip,  and  to  have  him  nearer,  that 
he  might  make  him  fenfide  of  it.    But  he, 

who 
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who  had  now  caft  off  all  Obedience,  and  con- 
futed nothing  but  his  Ambition,  with  the  Ar- 
rogance and  Difrefpcft  of  one  abandon  d,  and 
precipitately  bent  upon  his  own  Ruin,  return'd 
the  Emperor  a  moft  infolent  Anfwcr,  and 
treated  Cortes  with  fo  much  Haughtinefs  and 
Contempt,  that  he  made  frefa  Inftanccs  to 
Motezuma  for  Permifiion  to  chaftife  him; 
which  Propofal  was  a  fecond  Time  rejected  by 
the  Emperor,  who  told  him,  That  this  was 
one  of  thofe  Cafes,  which  rather  requird  the 
Ajfijiance  of  the  Head  than  of  the  Hands  j 
and  that  he  jhotdd  leave  it  to  him  to  manage 
according  to  the  Experience  and  Knowledge 
he  had  of  thofe  Extravagancies,  and  of  the 
Source  from  whence  they  proceeded. 

He  carried  himfelf  afterwards  with  great  Re- 
fervednefs  amongft  his  Minifters,  feemingly 
contemning  tlie  Offence,  to  induce  the  Offen- 
der to  be  lefs  ciixumfped ;  to  which  Purpofe 
he  told  them,  That  he  look'd  on  this  bold  Un- 
dertaking of  his  Nephew,  as  the  Heat  of 
Touth,  and  the  firft  Motions  of  a  Man  with- 
out  Confideration.  But  at  the  fame  Time  he 
fornVd  a  fecret  Confpiracy  againft  the  Confpi- 
rator  himfelf  5  making  Ufe  of  fome  of  his  own 
Servants,  who  were  either  truly  fenfible  of  their 
Duty,  or  were  gain  d  by  the  Help  of  Gifts  and 
Promifes;  by  whofe  Means  he  contriv'd  it  fo, 
that  Cacumazin  was  affaulted  one  Night  in  his 
Houfe,  embark'd  on  a  Canoe,  that  was  ready 
prepaid,  and  brought  Prifoncr  to  Mexico, 
without  his  being  able  to  make  any  Refinance, 
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It  was  then  that  Motezuma  difcover'd  all  his 
diffembled  Anger,  and  without  permitting  that 
unhappy  Prince  to  appear  before  him,  or  give- 
ing  Room  for  any  of  his  Excufes,  he  com- 
manded, with  the  Approbation  and  Concur- 
rence of  Cortes ',  that  he  fhould  be  put  into  the 
clofeft  Prifon  of  the  Nobles ;  treating  him  as  a 
Criminal  who  had  committed  an  unpardonable 
Offence,  and  was  to  fufFer  capital  Punifh- 
ment. 

There  was  at  this  Time  in  Mexico  a  Bro- 
ther of  Cacumazin,  who,  fome  few  Days  be- 
fore, had  happily  efcap'd  out  of  his  Hands,  he 
having  defign'd  to  deprive  him  of  his  Life  up- 
on fome  domeftick  Jealoufies  of  fmall  Founda- 
tion. Motezuma  took  him  under  his  Protec- 
tion in  his  Palace,  and,  for  his  greater  Security, 
enrolled  him  in  his  Family.  He  was  a  young 
Man  of  Courage,  and  great  Merit,  well  cfteem'd 
both  in  the  Court,  and  amongft  his  Brother's 
Vaffals ;  and  the  Circumftancc  of  his  being 
perfecuted  had  more  recommended  him  both 
to  the  one  and  to  the  other.  Cortes  caft  his 
Eyes  on  him  ;  and  defiring  to  gain  him  for  a 
Friend,  and  bring  him  over  to  his  Party,  he 
propos'd  to  Motezuma,  to  give  him  the  In- 
vert iture  and  Dominion  of  Tezcuco,  fince  his 
Brother  had  render'd  himfelf  incapable  of  re- 
fuming  his  Government,  by  having  confpir'd 
againft  his  Sovereign  j  and  told  him,  "  That  it 
"  would  not  be  fafe  at  that  Juncture  to  punifh 
"  a  Delinquent  of  fo  great  Confederation  with 
u  Lofs  of  Life,  when  the  Minds  of  the  Nobles 
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were  in  fuch  Commotion :  That  the  de- 
priving him  of  his  Kingdom,  would  be  give- 
ing  him  a  Kind  of  Death  which  made  lefs 
Noife,  and  was  fufficiently  fevere  to  ftrike  a 
Terror  into   his  Accomplices:    That   this 
young  Man  was  of  a  far  better  Difpofition, 
already  indebted  to  him  for  his  Life,  and 
would  likewife  be  oblig'd  to  him  for  his 
Crown,  and  remain  under  greater  Obliga- 
tions of  Obedience,   in  Oppofition  to  his 
Brother.     And  laftly,  that  by  this,  he  gave 
the  Kingdom  to  the  Perfon   who  had  the 
Right  of  Succefllon,  and  left  to  his  own 
Blood  the  Dignity    of  Firft  Ele&or,  which 
was  of  fo  great  Authority  in  the  Empire/' 
Motezuma  was  fo  highly  pleas'd  with 
this  Thought  of  Cortes,  that  he  immediately 
communicated  the  fame  to  his  Council,  where 
his  Refolution  was  applauded  as  merciful  and 
equitable  :  And  the  Minifters  fornYd  a  Royal 
Decree,  whereby  Cacumazin  was  difpofTefs'd 
of  all  his  Honours  and  Dignities,  according  to 
the  Cuftom  of  that  Country,  as  a  Traytor  and 
Rebel  to  his  Prince,  and  his  Brother  nam'd  for 
SuccefTor  of  the  Kingdom    and    Electorate. 
Motezuma  afterwards  ordered  him  to  his  Pre- 
ience  >  and  during  the  Time  of  his  Inveftiture, 
which  had  its  particular  Ceremonies  and  So- 
lemnities, he,  with  a  Majeftick  Air,  made  a 
Speech,  wherein,  with  all  poflible  Succinft- 
nefs,  he  hinted  at  all  the  Motives  which  ought 
to  oblige  him  to  an  inviolable  Loyalty  5   and 
publickly  declar'd,  "  That  he  had  determined 
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u  this  Affair  puccl^  by  the  Advice  of  Hernan 
Ci  Cortes,  giving  him  to  underftand,  it  was  to 
"  him  he  ow'd  his  Advancement."  It  may 
be  imagin'd,  that  the  Perion  interefted  was  not 
unacquainted  with  this  before  ;  for  it  was  not 
a  Time  to  conceal  Obligations.  But  what  is 
obfervablc,  is  the  Care  Motezuma  took  to 
have  Cortes  well  cfteem'd,  and  to  gain  the 
Minds  of  his  People  in  Favour  of  the  Spani- 
ards. 

The  new  King  immediately  departed  for  his 
Court,  and  was  well  received,  and  crown'd 
with  great  Acclamations  and  Rejoicings ;  all 
People  celebrating  his  Exaltation  upon  diffe- 
rent xMotivcs  :  Some,  becaufe  they  really  lov'd 
him,  and  were  concerned  at  his  Perfecution  > 
others,  out  of  Ill-will  to  Cacumazin ;  and  the 
greatefl  Part  to  fignify  their  Abhorrence  of  his 
Crime.  This  Manner  of  Chaftifement,  with- 
out Blood-fhed,  was  highly  applauded  through- 
out the  whole  Empire,  and  was  attributed  to 
the  fuperior  judgment  of  the  Spaniards ;  for 
no  one  expected  iiich  Moderation  from  Mote- 
zuma. And  the  very  Novelty  of  it  was  of  fo 
much  Confcquence,  that  the  other  Conipn'a- 
tors  prefent'iy  dilpers'd  their  Troops,  and,  un- 
armed, had  Recourfe  to  their  Monarch's  Cle- 
mency. They  made  their  Application  to  Cor- 
tes,  and,  thro'  his  Means,  at  laft  obtain'd  a 
Pardon  ;  and  thus  the  Storm  blew  over  that 
had  been  rais'd  againft  him,  and  he  got  clear 
of  the  Danger  with  Advantage,  partly  by  his 
own  Induftry,  and  partly  by  favourable  Inci- 
dents : 
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dents:  For  Motezuma  was  oblig'd  to  him  for 
the  Tranquillity  of  his  Realm  5  the  Firft  Prince 
of  the  Empire  ow'd  to  him  his  Dignity  3  and 
by  (hewing  Favour  to  the  reft,  who  had  endea- 
vour'd  to  deftroy  him,  he  found  himfelf  fup- 
portcd  with  a  new  Stock  of  Friends,  and  Peo- 
ple who  flood  indebted  to  him. 


CHAP.     III. 

Motezuma  refohes  to  fend  away  Cortes  by 
anfwering  his  Embaffy.  He  ajfembles  his 
Nobles,  and  gives  Orders,  That  the  King 
of  Spain  fbould  be  acknowledged  for  Succefi 
for  of  that  Empire  5  determining  to  obey 
him,  and  to  pay  him  Tribute,  as  cDefcen- 
dant  from  their  firft  Conqueror. 

THESE  Commotions,  which  had  em- 
ployed the  whole  Care  of  the  Empe- 
ror, being  quieted,  he  felt  that  Difturbancc, 
which  the  Remembrance  of  paft  Danger  leaves 
in  the  Imagination.  He  rcafon'd  with  himfelf 
about  his  prcfent  State ;  and  it  feem'd  to  him 
that  the  Spaniards  had  made  too  long  a  Stay 
at  his  Court  5  and  that  they  began  to  think, 
that  the  Goodnefs  he  had  us'd  towards  them 
gave  them  a  Right  over  his  Liberty.  This  in- 
due'd  him  to  refolvc  to  familiarize  himfelf  lefs 
with  them,  and  to  change  the  Manner  of  his 
Cpndud.     He  was  afharn  d  pf  the  Pretence 

Caen- 
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Cacumazin  had  made  Ufe  of  in  his  Conspi- 
racy, attributing  his  good  Nature  to  Want  of 
Spirit  f  and  fometimes  he  accus'd  himfelf,  as 
having  given  too  much  Occafion  for  thofe 
Murmurs.  He  was  concerned  to  fee  his  Au- 
thority fo  diminifh'd,  which  is  a  jealoufy  that 
conftantly  attends  a  Throne,  and  takes  up  the 
firtt  Place  amongft  thofe  Paffions  whereby  Mon- 
■archs  are  govern'd.  He  was  apprehenfive  of  a 
frefh  Disturbance  amongft  his  ValTals;  and  left 
new  Sparks  fhould  arife  from  that  newly  ex- 
tinguifh'd  Fire,  he  was  defirous  of  letting  Cor- 
tes know,  That  it  was  Time  to  think  of  his 
Departure ;  but  could  not  meet  with  a  hand- 
fome  Opportunity  to  propofe  it  to  him ;  for 
jealoufies  are  of  a  Nature  not  to  be  eafily  con- 
fefs'd,  becaufe  they  exprefs  a  Kind  of  Fear. 
He  continued  fome  Days  in  this  Irrefolution ; 
but  at  length  determined,  that  it  was  proper 
upon  all  Accounts,  to  haftcn  the  Departure  of 
the  Spaniards,  and  thereby  to  remove  that 
Obftacle  to  his  Subjects  Loyalty. 

This  Affair  he  managed  with  notable  Con- 
duel  and  Prudence  5  for  before  he  communi- 
cated his  Intention  to  Cortes,  he  had  prepar'd 
Replies  to  all  the  Arguments  he  could  bring 
for  his  longer  Continuance  there.  He  waited 
till  Cortes  came  to  vifit  him  as  he  was  wont. 
receiving  him  without  the  lead  Alteration  in 
his  Behaviour  or  Countenance,  and  introduced 
the  Diicourie  concerning  the  King  of  Spam, 
after  the  fame  Manner  as  at  other  Times,  de- 
claring, what  a  mighty  Veneration  he  had  for 

him  s 
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him;  and,  at  laft,  artfully  bringing  about  what 
he  at  firft  had  propos'd,  faid,  That  he  had 
been  thinking  to  make  a  voluntary  Acknow- 
ledgment of  that  Vaffalage,  which  was  due 
to  him,  as  Succejfor  0/Quezalcoal,  and  Pro- 
prietary Lord  of  that  Empire.  So  he  really 
undcrftood  it,  and  in  this  only  he  fpoke  with- 
out Difguife:  but  he  did  not  intend,  at  that 
Time,  to  furrender  his  Dominions  to  the  King 
of  Spain,  but  to  get  rid  of  Cortes,  and  to 
haftcn  his  Difpatch 5  to  which  Purpofe  he 
added,  That  he  intended  U  affemble  the  No- 
bility of  his  Realms,  and  to  make  this  Ac- 
knowledgment in  their  Trefence,  that  they 
might  all,  after  his  Example,  pay  Obedi- 
ence, and  ejiablijlo  the  Vaffalage  by  fome  Con- 
tribution, in  which  he  would  alfo  Jet  the 
Example ;  for  that  he  had  already  provided 
fever  al  Jewels,  and  precious  Stones  of  great 
Value,  to  difcharge  this  Obligation  on  his 
7 art,  and  doubted  not  but  his  Nobles  would 
contribute  on  theirs  the  richeft  and  moft  va- 
luable Things  they  had  s  nor  did  he  quejlion, 
but  that  fo  confiderable  a  Quantity  would 
be  collected,  as  might  be  fit  to  appear  before 
the  Pre  fence  of  his  Prince,  as  the  firft  Ac- 
knowledgment of  the  Mexican  Empire. 

This  was  his  Propofal,  and  in  this  he  granted 
at  once  every  Thing  that  he  thought  the  Spa- 
niards could  have  the  Boldnefs  to  defire ;  fa- 
tisfyiftg  both  their  Ambition  and  Avarice,  in 
order  to  deprive  them  of  all  Pretence  for  re- 
maining longer  in  his  Court,   before  he  or- 

der'd 
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der'd  them  to  depart :  And  he  conceal'd,  with 
fo  much  Artifice,  the  Point  he  aim'd  at,  that 
Hernan  Cortes,  at  that  Time,  did  not  dii- 
cover  it,  but  return'd  him  Thanks  for  that  Li- 
berality, without  feeming  furpriz'd  at  it,  or 
magnifying  it,  as  one  who  accepted,  on  the 
Part  of  his  Matter,  that  which  he  thought  his 
Due  :  and  he  was  extremely  well  fatisfy'd  for 
having  obtain'd  more  than  he  imagin'd  practi- 
cable, at  the  prefent  juncture  of  Affairs.  He 
afterwards,  to  his  Captains  and  Soldiers,  ex- 
toll'd  the  mighty  Service  they  fhould  do  their 
King,  if  they  could  bring  it  about  to  have  fo 
powerful  a  Monarch  deelar'd  his  Subject:  and 
Tributary :  He  difcours'd  of  the  immenfe 
Riches  with  which  this  News  would  be  ac- 
company 'd,  that  it  might  not  appear  a  bare 
Relation,  and  run  the  Rifque  of  being  thought 
incredible.  And,  in  Truth,  he  had  no 
Thoughts  at  that  Time  of  quitting  his  Enter- 
prize,  nor  did  he  believe  it  a  Matter  of  any 
great  Difficulty  to  maintain  himfelf  there,  till 
they  fhould  know  in  Spain  the  Condition  in 
which  he  was,  and  fend  him  Orders  how  to 
proceed.  A  Security  into  which  he  was 
brought  by  the  great  Favour  of  Mote&uma, 
the  Friends  he  was  daily  making,  the  Succefs 
-with  which  all  his  Undertakings  were  at- 
tended, or  by  fome  fuperior  Caufc,  which  ani- 
mated him  to  the  Expectation  of  ftill  greater 
Matters,  left  he  fhould  lofe  Courage,  and  fcru- 
ple  to  proceed  when  he  was  within  Sight  of  his 
utmoft  Pefires. 
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Bur  Motezuma  who  drew  his  Lines  towards 
a  different  Centre,  and  knew  how  to  rcfolve 
atLcifure,  and  execute  with  Speed,  immediately 
difpatch'd  away  his  Convocatory  Orders  to  the 
Caziques  of  his  Realm,  as  was  cuftomary  when 
any  publick  Affairs  of  more  than  ordinary  Im- 
portance occurred,  without  citing  thofe  who 
were  at  a  great  Diftance,  that  no  Time  might 
be  loft  in  what  requir'd  the  utmoft  Difpatch. 
It  was  not  many  Days  before  they  all  arrived 
at  Mexico,  with  the  Attendants  they  us'd  to 
bring  to  Court,  which  were  fo  numerous,  that, 
had  the  Occafion  and  Cuftom  been  unknown, 
it  might  have  alarm'd  the  whole  ,City.  Mo- 
tezuma afTembled  them  all  in  the  Apartment 
where  he  had  taken  up  his  Rcfidence,  and  in 
the  Presence  of  Cortes  (who  was  call'd  to  this 
Congre fs,  and,  with  his  Interpreters  and  fome 
of  his  Captains,  took  his  Place  amongfl:  them) 
rnade  them  a  Speech,  in  which  he  laid  before 
them  the  Motives,  and  qualify 'd  the  Harfhnefs 
of  that  extraordinary  Refolution  he  had  taken, 
Bernal  'Diaz,  del  Caflillo  fays,  He  held  two 
feveral  Aflemblies,  and  that  Cortes  did  not  affift 
in  the  firft :  It  may  be  one  of  his  Equivoca- 
tions ;  for  Hernan  Cortes  himfelf  would  not 
have  conccafd  it  in  the  fecond  Relation  of  his 
Expedition  >  and  befides,  as  they  were  then  en- 
deavouring to  fatisfy  him,  and  were  to  place  a 
Confidence  in  him,  it  was  not  a  proper  Time 
for  fecrct  Affemblies. 

This  Tranfa&ion  was  carried  on  w7ith  great 
Splendor  and  Authority  5  for  the  Nobles  and 
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Minifters  which  refided  at  Mexico,  aflifted  like- 
wife  at  it.  And  Motezuma,  carting  his  Eves 
upon  the  Afiembly  with  an  agreeable  and  be- 
coming Majefty,  besan  his  Harangue;  gaining 

the  good  Will  and  Attention  of  all,  by  laying 
before  them,  Haw  much  he  lov'd  them,  and 
how  much  they  were  obligd  to  him;  putting 
them  in  Mind,  That  it  was  fro??/  him  alone 
they  held  all  the  Honours  and  ^Dignities  they 
pojfefsd :   And  from  that  Beginning  inferr'd, 
bow  much  they  ought  to  believe  that  he  would 
propofe  nothing  to  them  but  what  was  for  their 
Inter  eft  y   after  having  confidefd  on  it  with 
mature  ^Deliberation,  confuted  with  his  Gods, 
and  receivd  evident    Signals  of  their   Ap- 
probation. 

He  affected  manv  Times  thefe  Lights  of 
Infpiration,  to  give  lbmething  that  favour 'd  of 
Divinity  to  his  Refolutions,  and  on  this  Occa- 
fion  they  believed  him  ;  for  it  was  no  Novelty 
for  the  Devil  to  favour  him  with  his  Anfwers, 
Having  laid  this  Foundation  of  Recrimination 
and  Myftcry,  he  gave  a  brief  Relation  of 
"  The  Origin  of  the  Mexican  Empire ;  the 
"  Expedition  of  the  Nabatlacas-y  the  prodi- 
gious Actions  of  Qiiezalcoal,  their  Firft  Em- 
peror; the  Prophecy  he  left  them  when  he 
departed  for  the  Conqueft  of  the  Eaft ;  fore- 
telling, by  thelmpulfe  of  Heaven,  That  hi? 
"  Defendants  fhould  return  to  govern  thefe 
iC  Countries."  Then  he  touched,  as  a  Point 
undoubted,  "  That  the  King  of  Spain,  who 
"  rui'd  in  thofe  Eaflcrn  Regions,    was  lawful 
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"  Succcflbr  of  the  fame  Quezalcoal."     And 

added,    "  That    being    the    Monarch,     from 

"  whom  was  to  prooceed  that  Prince  fo  much 

"  defired  amongft  the  Mexicans,  and  fo  often 

"  promiied   in  the  Oracles   and  Prophecies, 

"  which  that  Nation  reverenced,  they  ought 

u  unanimoufly  to  acknowledge  in  his  Perioa 

u  that  Hereditary  Right,  giving  to  his  Blood 

"  that,  which  for  want  of  it,  had  been  in- 

"  troduced  by  Election:  And  that  had  he  come 

"  himfelf  in  Pcrfon,  as  he  had  only  fent  his 

"  Embafladors,   he  was  fo  much  a  Lover  of 

"  Juftice  and  Equity,  and  bore  his  Vaffals  Co 

"  great  an  Affection,    that  for  their  greater 

"  Felicity,  he  would   have  been  the  Firft  to 

"  ftrip  himfelf  of  the  Dignity  he  poffelTed,    by 

"  laying  the  Crown  at  his  Feet,  either  to  leave 

"  it  to  his  abfolute  Difpofal,  or  to  receive  it 

?'  again  from  his  Hand,     But  owing  to  his 

"  Gods  the  good  Fortune  that  this  fo  defirable 

"  News  was  arrived  in  his  Time,  he  was  re- 

"  folved  to  be  the  Firft  to  (hew  his  Satisfaction^ 

"  and  had  determined  immediately  to  pay  him 

"  Obedience,  and  to  do  him  fome  considerable 

ffl  Service:  To  which  End  he  had  deftin'd  the 

"  moft  precious  jewels  of  his  Treafury,  and 

"  defired  that  his  Nobles  would  follow  his 

"•  Example,  not  only   in   making  the  fame 

"  Acknowledgment,  but  in  accompanying  k 

"  with  fome  Contribution  of  their  Baches, 

"  that  the  Service  being  greater  might  appear 

"  with  the  greater  Splendor  in  the  Prciirnce 

iC  of  that  Prince." 

In 
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In  this  Manner  MotezutHa  concluded  his 
Difcourfe,  tho'  he  did  not  utter  it  all  without 
Interruption;  for  in  fpite  of  all  the  Efforts 
made  upon  himfelf,  in  this  A£t  of  his,  when 
he  came  to  pronounce  himfelf  Vaflal  to  another 
Prince,  he  found  fomething  fo  (hocking,  and 
fo  repugnant  to  his  Nature  in  thofe  Expreffions, 
that  he  paus'd  a  while,  as  if  he  wanted  Words 
to  proceed;  and  he  fhewed  his  Concern  fo 
publickly,  that  fome  Tears  were  feen  trickling 
down  his  Cheeks,  which  feemed  as  if  they 
had  efcap'd  his  Eyes  without  their  Confcnt. 
And  the  Mexicans y  fenfible  of  his  Difturbancc, 
and  of  the  Caufe  from  whence  it  proceeded, 
began  likewife  to  fhew  their  Concern,  break- 
ing forth  into  loud  Sighs,  defiring  in  Appear- 
ance, not  without  fomething  that  favoured  of 
Flattery,  that  by  the  Noife  they  made,  their 
Fidelity  fhould  be  taken  Notice  of;  fo  that 
Cortes  thought  it  neceffary  to  deiire  Liberty  to 
fpeak,  in  order  to  encourage  Motezuma,  and 
put  him  out  of  the  Perturbation  he  was  in :  He 
laid  "  That  it  was  not  the  Intention  of  the 
"  King  his  Sovereign  to  difpoflefs  him  of  his 
<c  Royal  Dignity,  nor  to  make  the  leaft  In- 
<c  novation  in  his  Government;  but  that  all 
"  he  defired  was,  that  they  would,  at  the 
"  prefent  Aflembly,  fettle  his  Right  to  the  Suc- 
*<  cellion,  in  Favour  of  his  Defcendants,  or 
4€  Pofterity,  by  Reafon  of  his  being  fo  far  di- 
"  ftant  from  thofe  Regions,  and  (b  taken  up 
"  in  other  Conquefts,  that  the  Cafe  menti- 
"  oned   in  their  Traditions   and  Prophecies 

<4  might 
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"  might  not  happen  in  many  Years."  With 
which  Explanation  Motezuma  recovttf'd  Heart, 
rc-afiumcd  an  Air  of  Tranquillity,  and  fmifh'd 
his  Difcourfe  as  has  been  obferved. 

The  Mexicans  remained  aftonifh'd,  and 
utterly  confounded  to  hear  fuch  a  Propofal, 
wondering  at  it,  as  a  Thing  inconfiftcnt  with, 
and  unbecoming  the  Majefty  of  fo  powerful  a 
Monarch,  and  a  Prince  fo  extremely  jealous 
of  his  Authority.  They  looked  on  each  other 
without  daring  cither  to  contradict,  or  to  give 
any  Sign  of  Confent,  as  being  apprehenfive 
that  by  doing  cither  they  fhould  but  confirm 
him  the  more  in  his  ftranee  Determination. 
This  rcfpcdful  Silence  laded  till  his  Prime 
Minifter,  as  aPcrfon  who  had  a  better  Know- 
ledge of  his  Prince's  Difpofition  than  any  other, 
took  upon  him  to  {peak  for  the  reft,  and  faid; 
"  That  all  the  Nobles  who  compos'd  that 
"  Affembly  rcfpe&cd  him  as  their  Lord  and  na- 
"  tural  Sovereign,  and  fhould  be  ready  to  obey 
"  whatever  his  Majefty  had  been  pleated  to 
"  propofe,  and  to  follow  any  Example  he 
"  ihould  think  fit  to  let  thcifi;  they  not 
<c  doubting  but  that  he  had  well  weigh'd 
"  every  Thing,  and  had  confulted  with 
<£  Heaven  i  nor  had  they  any  Inftrnment  more 
"  facred  than  that  of  his  Voice  whereby  to 
"  be  informed  of  the  Will  of  their  Gods." 
The  whole  Affembly  agreed  in  the  lame  Sen- 
timent; and  Heman  Cortes,  when  it  carr,cto 
his  Turn  to  make  his  Acknowledgments, 
dictated  to  his  Interpreters  a  Speech  no  lefs 

Vol.  II.  D  artful 
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artful  than  the  former,  in  which  he  gave 
Thanks  to  Motezuma,  and  all  who  were  pre- 
fent,  for  this  Demonftration  of  their  Refpeft; 
accepting  their  Service  in  the  Name  of  his 
Kins,  without  feemins;  to  think  it  ftran^e 
that  they  complyed  with  their  Obligations; 
but  rather  as  one  who  receives  his  Debt,  and 
is  pleafed  with  his  Debtor's  punctual  Payment. 

The  Tears  which  Motezuma  had  let  fall 
were  not  fufficient,    at  that  Time,   to  make 
Cortes  fufpicious  of  his  Liberality,  or  to  induce 
him  to  believe  that  he  was  then  making  Way 
for  his  final  Difpatch;  in  which  his  being  car- 
ryed  away  by  the  firft  Appearance  will  admit 
fome  Excufe :  For  when  he  found  that  unac- 
countable Opinion   concerning  the  Defen- 
dants of  Qiiezalcoal  received  amongft  them 
as  an  infallible  and  inconteftable  Truth,  and 
that  they  look'd  upon  'Don  Carlos  to  be  un- 
doubtedly one  of  thofe  Defendants,  this  De- 
monftration of  their  Refpect  did  not  appear  fo 
very  irregular  as  to  make  him  fufpeft  it  to  be 
Artifice   or  Affe&ation.      Upon  which  Sup- 
pofition  he  might  alfo  attribute  Motezumas 
Tears  and  Perturbation  of  Mind,   when  he 
came  to  pronounce  the  Clauies  of  Vaffalage, 
to  the  Pain  which  a  King  fufters  when  he 
quits  a  Crown,  and  meafures  the  vaft  Difference 
there  is  between  Sovereignty  and  Subjection; 
a  Cafe  in  which  the  Spirit  of  a  Man  may  fink 
without  doing  Wrong  to  his  Courage.     But 
there  is  Reafon  to  believe,   that  Motezuma^ 
notwithstanding  he  look'd   on   the  King  of 
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Spain  as  lawful  Succeflbr  of  the  Empire,  had 
no  Intention  to  make  good  what  he  offered : 
His  whole  Aim  was  to  get  rid  of  the  Spani- 
ards, and  to  take  Time  afterwards  to  confult 
his  Ambition,  without  laying  any  great  Strefs 
upon  his  Word  :  And  we  ought  not  to  be 
furp riled  to  find  Diflimulation  among  thole 
barbarous  Princes,  fince,  tho'  fuffiicient  to 
ftain  the  Honour  of  a  private  Perfon,  other 
barbarous  Statefmen  have  placed  it  amongft  the 
neccflary  Arts  ofReigning. 

FIowever,  from  that  Day  forward,  the  Em- 
peror Charles  the  Fifth  was  acknowledged  and 
believed  by  thofe  People  to  be  lawful  and  he- 
reditary Lord  of  the  Mexican  Empire  5  being 
indeed  deftined  by  Heaven  to  a  more  real 
Pofleflion  of  that  Crown.  Upon  this  Rcfo 
lution  a  Publick  Inftrument  was  form'd,  with 
all  neceilary  Solemnities,  according  to  the 
Method  they  us'd  of  paying  Homage  to  their 
Kings:  And  this  Submiilion  of  Motezumd 
and  his  Vaffals  to  the  Emperor  gave  to  T>on 
Carlos  fomething  more  than  the  bare  Name 
of  King  of  the  Indies  y  and  was  a  Kind  of 
myfterious  Information  of  that  Title  which  he 
after wTards  acquired  by  Force  of  Arms,  upon 
juft  Provocation,  (as  we  fhali  fee  in  its  propel: 
Place) :  A  particular  Circumftancc  which  con- 
curred in  the  Justification  of  the  Conqucft  of 
that  Empire;  befides  thofe  general  Conlidera- 
tions,  which,  in  other  Parts  of  the  World  do 
not  only  render  War  excufable,  but  Jikcwifc 
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lawful,  and  reafonablc,  whenfocver  it  appears 
to  be  undertaken  as  the  neceffary  Means  for 
the  Introduction  of  the  Goipel. 


CHAP.     IV. 

The  Gold  and  Jewels  dejigned  for  the  Tre- 
fenty  delivered  into  the  ToffeJ/im  of  Cortes. 
Motczuma  refolutely  tells  hitn>  that  he 
mujl  think  of  his  'Departure,  which  he 
endeavours  to  delay.  Advice  brought  of 
the  Arrival  of  a  Squadron  of  Spanifh 
Ships  upon  the  Coafl. 

7JIOTEZUMA,  loft  not  a  Moment's 
"*•**■  Time,  but  us'd  his  utmoft  Diligence  to 
bring  about  the  Defigns  he  had  in  View,  be- 
ing now  fully  refolvedtodifpatchthc*5^»/'^r^j 
as  foon  as  pofliblc,  as  being  weary  of  the  Vio- 
lence he  did  himfelf  under  that  Kind  of  Sub- 
jection which  he  found  he  was  obliged  pati- 
ently to  continue  in  as  if  it  was  of  his  own 
Choice.  Full  of  this  Care,  he  delivered  to 
Cortes  the  Prefent  he  had  provided,  which 
confided  of  various  Curiofitics  in  Gold,  with 
precious  Stones,  fome  which  he  us'd  about  his 
own  Perfon,  and  others  that  were  kept  for 
Grandeur,  and  ierv'd  for  Oftentation  $  different 
Pieces  of  the  fame  Kind  and  Metal  in  the 
Shapes  of  Animals,  Birds,  and  Fifhes,  the  Ex- 
cellency of  the  Workmanfhip  delighting  the 
Eye,    and   extremely  inhanciag  their  Value: 
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A  great  Number  of  thofc  Stones  called  ChaU 
antes,  in  Colour  like  to  Emerald,  and  which 
they  edecmed  as  \vc  do  our  Diamonds ;  to- 
gether with  fomc  Pictures  made  of  Feathers, 
whofe  Colours  being  natural,  they  either  imi- 
tated better,  or  ow'd  lefs  to  Art  in  the  Imi- 
tation of  Nature.  The  Gift  of  a  Royal  Mind, 
who  found  himfelf  opprcfled,  and  defircd  to 
put  a  Price  upon  his  Liberty. 

After  this  came  the  Prefents  of  the  Nobles, 
under  the  Title  of  a  Contribution,  which  con- 
fided of  Pieces  of  Gold,  and  other  Curiofitics 
of  the  fame  Sort,  in  which  they  vied  with 
each  other,  driving  who  fhou'd  pxprefs  the 
grcated  Obedience  to  their  Pririce,  and  not 
without  fomc  Mixture  of  their  own  Vanity. 
All  came  directed  to  Motezuma,  and  pafs'd 
on,  by  his  Order,  to  the  Apartment  of  Cortes ', 
\yho  nam'd  a  Receiver  and  Treafurer,  that 
they  might  take  an  cxaft  Account  of  what  was 
delivered;  and  in  a  few  Days  they  amafs'd 
fjich  a  Quantity  of  Gold,  that  befides  thejewels, 
precious  Stones,  and  Pieces  of  curious  Work-. 
manfhip,  after  they  had  melted  down  the  red, 
they  found  Six  Hundred  Thoufand  'Pefos  of 
Gold  in  Bars  of  good  Alloy  ,  out  of  which 
the  Fifth  Part  was  let  af}dc  for  the  King,  and 
of  the  Remainder,  a  Second  Fifth  for  Hernan 
Cortes,  with  the  Approbation  of  his  People, 
and  to  defray  the  Expcnce  of  providing  for  the 
publick  Neccdities  of  the  Army.  He  likewifc 
let  aftde  the  Sum  for  which  he  dood  accoun- 
table to  Diego  VelafmieZy   and  that  which 
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his  Friends  in  the  Ifland  oiCnba  had  lent  him ; 
the  reft  was  divided  amongft  the  Officers  and 
Soldiers,  including  thofe  who  were  at  Vera- 
Cruz, 

Those  who  had  Employments,  had  equal 
Shares;  but  amongft  the  privafe  Men  there 
was  fome  Difference  made,  for  thofe  were 
diftinguiftied  and  bcft  rewarded  who  had  done 
beft  Service,  or  been  lead  troublefome  in  the 
pad  Difturbances.  An  Equity  of  a  very  dan- 
gerous Nature,  where  juft  Rewards  are  look'd 
upon  as  Grievances,  and  Diftin&ion  of  Merit 
oceaftons  Complaints.  There  were  great  Mur- 
muring, and  bold  Words  uttered  a^ainft 
VLernan  Cortes ',  and  his  Captains :  For  at  the 
Sight  of  fuch  a  Mafs  of  Wealth,  thofe  whofe 
Dcfcrts  were  lead,  required  an  equal  Recom- 
pense with  the  moft  deferving.  Their  Avarice 
could  not  pofiibly  be  fatisficd,  nor  was  it  con- 
venient to  publiih  the  Rcafoiis  of  that  unequal 
Diftribution. 

Bernal  Diaz  del  Castillo  dif- 
cuffes  this  Point  very  indecently,  and  waftes 
too  much  Paper  m  confidering  and  enlarging 
upon  the  Hardfhips  the  poor  Soldiers  under- 
went in  this  Diftribution,  and  goes  fo  far  as 
jo  fet  down  every  minute  Exprcflion  this  or 
that  Soldier  us'd  amongft  his  Companions. 

He  fpeaks  more  like  a  neceffitous  Soldier, 
than  a  Hiftorian  :  And  Antonio  de  Herrera 
follows  him  without  making  fufficient  Reflec- 
tion 5  for  it  is  no  lefs  a  Fault  in  Hiftory,  to  pafs 
over  that  which  ought  to  be  well  considered, 

than. 
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than  it  is  to  dwell  too  long  upon  that  which 
may  be  omitted.  But  both  the  one  and  the 
other  agree,  that  this  Difcontent  of  the  Soldi- 
ers was  quieted  by  the  Liberality  of  Cortes,  who 
gave  out  of  his  own  Dividend,  all  that  was  ne- 
ccflary  to  fatisfy  thofe  who  complained  5  and 
they  afterwards  greatly  praife  his  Generofity 
and  Difintercftcdnefs;  in  this  Manner  over- 
throwing, what  they  ought  not  at  ail  to  have 
mentioned  in  their  Narration. 

So  foon  as  Motezuma  and  his  Nobles  had 
made  this  Acknowledgment  of  Subje&ion  of- 
fered in  theAflembly,  he  fent  for  Cortes,  and 
with  an  unaccuftomed  Air  of  Severity,  told 
him,  "  That  it  was  reafonable  he  fhould  now 
"  begin  to  think  of  his  Journey,  fince  he 
"  was  intirely  difpatched;  and  that  the  Mo- 
"  tives,  or  Pretences  for  his  Stay  being  ceafed, 
9C  and  he  having  received,  fo  favourable  an 
"  AnfwertohisEmbafly,  the  Mexicans  would 
cc  not  fail  of  furmifing  that  he  had  greater  Views, 
"  if  they  faw  him  without  any  appcarent  good 
"  Caufe,  continue  longer  in  his  Court  5  nor 
"  could  he  himfelf  any  ways  fuppmt  him, 
"  when  Reafon  was  not  on  his  Side."  This 
fhort  Intimation  of  his  Mind,  delivered  in  a 
Sort  of  menacing  Tone,  with  Signs  of  a  pre- 
meditated Refolution,  was  fo  great  a  Surprize 
to  Cortes,  that  he  paufed  for  fome  Moments, 
to  call  to  his  Affiftance  his  wonted  Difcretion 
in  the  Reply  he  was  to  make;  and  difcovering 
then  the  Artifice  of  thofe  Liberalities  and  Fa- 
vours of  the  late  Affcmbly,  the  firft  Motion  of 
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his  Mind  prompted  him  to  return  a  rciblute 
Anfwer,  and  to  have  Recaurfe  to  that  fupcrior 
Genius,  by  which  he  had  the  Attendant  over 
him;    and  whether    it  was    with  this  Intent, 
or  that  he  began  to  fufpect  Motezuma  might 
have  fome  Force  ready  to  back  him,  fincc  he 
had  delivered  himfelf  in  inch  warm  and  plain 
Terms,  he   privately  gave  Orders  to  one   of 
his  Captains  to  make  his  Soldiers  take  to  their 
Arms,  and  to  be  in  a  Readincis  for  any  Occa- 
sion that  mi&ht  offer.      But   advtiing    better 
with  himfelf,  he  determined  to  fecm  for  the 
pre  lent  to  acquiefce  in  the  Emperor's  Plcafurc's 
and  to  give  fome  Reafon  for  the  Delay  of  his 
Anfwcr,  he  handfomly  excus'd  his  being  em- 
barrafs'd  at  feeing  him  moved  more  than  ordi- 
nary, tho'  what  he  had  been  pleafed  to  order 
was  nothing  but   what   was   very   reafonablc. 
He  told  him,  "  That  he  would  inftantly  think 
'*  of  h'aftriing  his  Journey:  That  he  had  now 
"  every  Thing  ready  which  he  wanted  5  and 
"  that  defiring  to   execute  his'  Defign   with- 
<c  out  farther  Delay,  he  had  come  with  a  Re- 
iC  folution  of  begging  his  Pcrmiffion  for  the 
€C  building  of  fome  Veffels  proper  for  io  tcdi- 
(t  ous  a  Voyage,  having,  as  his  Maiefly  well 
"  knew,  loll  thole  in  which  he  came  thither." 
With  this  artful  and  prudent  Reply,  he  ex- 
prefs'd  his  Obedience,  and  fufpended  the  Ex- 
fcution,  freeing  himfelf  from  his  prcfent  Em- 
barraffment,   and    gaining  Time    for    farther 
Resolutions. 
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It  is*  faid  that  Motezuma  had  provided  Fifty 
Thoufand  Men  to  fupport  his  Determination, 
and  that  he  came  fully  refolved  to  make  him- 
felf  obeyed  by  Force  in  Cafe  he  found  there 
was  any  Occafion  :  But  it  is  mod  certain,  that 
he  greatly  apprehended  the  Anfwcr  of  Cortes, 
and  defired  to  avoid  a  Rupture;  for  he  em- 
braced  him   with  particular  Affection,  being 
highly  pleafed  with  his  Reply,  which  he  feem'd 
not  to  have  cxpc&ed.     He  was  pleas'd   that 
Cortes  had  excufed  him  from  putting  himfelf 
in  a  Pailion,  or  breaking   with  a  Perfon  for 
whom  he  had  not  only  a  Fricndfhip,    but  like- 
wife  a  RefpecT:  ;  and  finding  himfelf  now  free 
from  his  Apprehcnfions,  he  faid,  "   T  at  it  was 
"  not  his  Intention  to  haften  his  Departure 
"  without  furnifhing  him  with  the  neceffary 
<c  Means  to  put  it  in  Execution:  Thathefhonld, 
"  without   Delay,    difpofe    every  Thing   for 
"  building  of  fhe  Vcflelsj   and  in  the  mean. 
u  Time  he  need  not  give  himfelf  anyDifturb- 
"  ancc,    nor    ftir   from   his  Court.     That  it 
"  was  fufficient   for   the  Satisfaction   of   his 
iC  Gods,  and  the  Quiet  of  h\s  Subjects,    that 
"  he  had  fhewed  fuch  Rcadinefs  to  obey  the 
"  Commands  of  the  firft,  and  to  comply  with 
"  the  Demands  of  the  latter/'    At  this  Time 
the  Devil  wearied  him  with  horrible  Threats, 
deluding  him  with  Voices  real  or  imaginary 
from  the  Mouths  of  his  Idols,  to  irritate  him 
againft  the  Spaniards.     The  frefh  Rumours 
which   were   fpreading  amongft  his  People, 
who  very  much  refentcd  that  he  had  made 
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himfclf  the  Tributary  of  a  ftrange  Prince, 
gave  him  likewife  great  Uneafinefs  ;  they 
looking  upon  this  quitting  of  his  Authority  as 
a  new  Grievance,  which  in  Time  would  fail 
heavy  upon  the  Backs  of  his  Vaffals;  fo  that 
he  found  himfelf  attacked  on  the  one  Side  by 
Politicks,  and  the  other  by  Religion ;  and  it 
was  very  much  that  he  determined  to  give 
this  Permiflion  to  Cortesy  as  being  moft  ob- 
fcrvant  towards  his  Gods,  and  no  lefs  fuper- 
ltitious  to  the  Idol  of  his  Ambition. 

Orders  were  inftantly  iffu'd  out  for  the 
building  of  the  Veffels.  The  Journey  was 
publifh'd,  and  Motezuma  made  Proclamation, 
that  all  the  Carpenters  of  the  Country  round 
about  fhould  repair  to  Vluay  afligning  the 
Places  where  they  were  to  cut  Wood,  and  the 
Towns  which  were  to  contribute  Indians  of 
Burthen  to  carry  it  to  the  Dock.  Hernan 
Cortes ,  for  his  Part ,  affc&ed  an  outward 
Shew  of  Compliance:  He  immediately  dif- 
patch'd  away  the  Matters  and  Workmen  wTho 
had  been  employed  in  building  the  Brigan- 
tines,  and  were  well  known  now  amongft 
the  Mexicans,  He  difcourfed  publickly  with 
them  of  the  Size  and  Quality  of  thofe  Veffels, 
ordering  them  to  make  Ule  of  the  Iron- Work, 
Rigging,  and  Sails  of  thole  which  were  funk, 
and  all  the  Talk  was  of  the  Voyage,  as  if  it 
had  been  rcfoived  on.  Thus  he  lull'd  the 
Mexicans  aileep,  quell'd  the  growing  Mur- 
murings,  and  confirm'd  himfclf  in  Motezuma 's 
Confidence. 

But 
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But  at  the  Time  when  the  Builders  were 
to  fet  out  for  Vera-Cruz,    the  General  lent 
for  Martin  Lopez,   a  Bifcainer   by  Nation, 
who  went  as  chief  Dire&or,  and  who  as  he 
was  a  confummate  Matter  in  the  Art  of  Build- 
ing, was  no  lefs  qualified  as  a  Soldier :  Cortes 
gave  him  privately  in  Charge  j    "    That  he 
"  fhould  go  on  by  little  and  little  in  the  build- 
a  ing  of  thofe  VefTels,  and  endeavour  to  pro- 
u  long  the  Work  as  much  as  he  poffibly  could, 
u  but  (till  with  fuch  an  artful  Management, 
"  as  not  feemingly  to  delay  it/'     His  Defign 
was,  under  the  Colour  of  this,  to  keep  him- 
felf  ftill  at  Court,  and  give  Time  to  his  Com- 
miflaries  Alonfo  Hernandez  ^Portocarrero  and 
Francifco  de  Montejo,  to  return  from  Spain, 
in  Hopes  they  would  bring  him   fome  frefh 
Recruits,  or  at  leaft  the  Difpatches  and  Orders 
he  wanted  for   the  Direction  of  his  Under- 
taking, which  he  ftill  firmly  refolved  to  pro- 
fecute  :  And  in  cafe  the  laft  Neccflity  fhould 
force  him  out  of  Mexico,  he  defigned  to  wait 
for  them  in  Vera-Cniz,   and  maintain  him- 
fclf  under  the  Protection  of  that  Fortrefs,  make- 
ing  ufe  of  the  Nations  in  Friendfhip  with  him 
to  oppofe  the  Mexicans :  An  admirable  Con- 
ftancy,  which  not  only  fupported  him  in  the 
prefent  Difficulties,  but  provided  againft  thofe 
which  might  afterwards  happen. 

Within  a  few  Days  happened  another 
Accident  which  quite  difconcerted  all  thefe 
Meafures,  calling  his  Prudence  and  Courage 
to  a  new  Trial.     Motezuma  had  Intelligence 
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brought  him,  that  eighteen  Sail  of  Ships  were 
fetri  off  the  Coaft  of  Ulna  5  and  his  Miniftcrs, 
>yko  commanded  in  that  Part  of  the  Country, 
had  fent  the  faid  Ships  and  their  Number 
painted  upon  Cloths,  which  ferved  inftead  of 
Letters,  with  a  Dcfcription  of  the  People  they 
had  fecn  in  them,  and  fome  Characters  which 
figniricd  what  they  fufpected  of  their  Inten- 
tions 5  being  Spaniards  in  Appearance,  and 
arriving  at  a  Time  when  he  treated  of  di- 
gatching  thofc  who  were  already  at  his  Court. 
Whatever  Impreffion  thefe  Reprefcntations  had 
on  the  Mind  of  Motezuma,  the  Remit  was, 
tliat  he  immediately  fent  for  Cortes,  laid  the 
Picture  before  him,  and  told  him,  "  That  now 
"  the  Provifion  he  was  making  for  his  journey 
"  was  unnecefTary,  fince  fome  Ships  of  hi§ 
<;  Nation  were  arrived  upon  the  Coafts,  on 
"  which  he  might  embark."  Cortes  viewed 
the  Painting  with  more  Attention  than  Sur- 
prize j  and  though  he  did  not  undcrftand  the 
Characters  which  defcribed  them,  he  knew 
enough  by  the  Habit  of  the  People,  and  the 
Make  of  the  Vcflels,  not  to  doubt  their  bcins; 
Spaniards.  The  firft  Motion  of  his  Heart 
would  have  inclined  him  to  Joy,  fince  he  be- 
lieved for  certain  that  his  Commillaries  were 
arrived,  and  flatter'd  himfclf  that  they  had 
brought  him  very  confiderable  Supplies  in  fitch 
a  Number  of  Veffels.  The  Imagination  is  eafily 
carried  away  to  that  which  one  defires,  and  he 
could  not  fuppofe  at  that  time  that  fo  powerful 
an  Armada  was  defign'd  againft  him  5   for  he 
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formed  his  Judgment  by  his  own  finccrc  and 
noble  Manner  of  Acting,  and  the  Well-inten- 
tioned are  with  Difficulty  brought  to  believe 
that  which  is  againft  Jufticc  and  Rcafon.  His 
Anfwcr  to  Motezuma  was,  "  That  he  would 
"  depart  immediately,  if  thofc  Ships  were 
"  bound  back  for  any  of  the  King  of  Spams 
u  Dominions/'  And,  not  feeming  furprized 
that  the  Emperor  mould  have  the  firft  News  of 
thefe  Particulars,  becaufe  he  was  ho  Stranger 
to  the  indefatigable  Diligence  of  his  Couriers, 
he  added,  "  That  it  would  not  be  long  before 
"  he  mould  have  an  Account  of  this  Accident 
"  from  the  Spaniards  who  were  at  Zempoa!as 
<c  and  that  then  he  mould  know  with  Certainty 
"  whither  thofc  Ships  were  bound,  and  the 
"  Defigns  of  their  Owners,  and  whether  it 
*?  would  be  neceflary  to  proceed  in  the  build- 
"  ing  of  the  Vcffijb/- 

Motezuma  approved  this  Anfwcr;  being 
well  pleafed  with  his  Readinefs,  and  acknow- 
ledging him  to  be  in  the  right  5  but  in  a  fhort 
time  Letters  came  from  Vera-Cruz,  in  which 
Gonzalo  de  Sandoval Tent  Information,  "  That 
"  thofc  Ships  belonged  to  'Diego  Velafquez^ 
"  and  brought  Eight  Hundred  Spaniards  to 
"  oppofe  Hernan  Cortes,  and  his  ConqucnY* 
This  unexpected  Stroke  he  received  in  the  Prc- 
fence  of  Motezuma,  and  ftood  in  need  of  all 
his  Courage  and  Refolution  to  conceal  his  Per- 
turbation of  Mind.  He  found  himfelf  in  dan- 
ger from  the  very  Quarter  from  whence  he 
expected  Succour.     Ihe  Juncture  w*is  truly 
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dfcfperate  :  Perplexity  on  every  Side  :  Difcon- 
tents  and  Murmurings  in  Mexico,  and  Ene- 
mies upon  the  Coaft.  But  doing  the  beft  he 
could  to  compote  himfelf,  he  concealed  his 
Concern  from  Motezuma,  foftend  the  Ac- 
count amongft  his  own  People,  and  retired 
afterwards  to  reafon  calmly,  and  be  at  more 
Liberty  to  think  of  a  Remedy. 


CHAP.     V. 

An  Account  of  the  Preparations  made  by 
Diego  Velafquez  for  the  cDeftru£lion  of 
Hernan  Cortes :  The  Army  and  Fleet  which 
he  fent  againji  him,  tinder  the  Command 
of  Pamphilo  dc  Narvacz :  His  Arrival 
upon  the  Coaft  of  New  Spain ;  and  his 
fruit lefs  Attempt  to  reduce  the  Spaniards 
of  Vera-Cruz. 

WE  left  "Diego  Velafquez  full  of  Dif- 
trufts,  impatient  that  his  Endeavours 
to  detain  Hernan  Cortes  had  prov'd  abortive, 
difgracing,  with  the  Name  of  Treafon,  the 
Plight  which  his  own  Violence  had  occafion'd, 
that  he  might  take  his  Revenge  under  the  fpe- 
cious  Pretext  of  a  neceffary  Remedy.  He  re- 
ceived the  Letters  of  the  Licenciate  Benito 
Martin,  his  Chaplain,  with  the  Title  of  the 
King's  Lieutenant,  not  only  of  that  Ifland,  but 
of  ail  the  Lands  which  ftiould  be  difcover'd 

and 
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and  conquer'd  through  his  Means.  He  in- 
formed him  with  what  Kindnefs  or  Acknow- 
ledgment he  was  defended,  and  protected  by 
the  Bi(hop  of  Burgos,  Prefidcnt  of  the  In- 
dies ;  and  how  far  that  Prelate  difcountenane'd 
the  CommifTaries  of  Hernan  Cortes.  But,  at 
the  fame  Time,  he  acquainted  him  with  what 
Benignity  the  Emperor  had  given  them  Audi- 
ence at  TordefillaSy  together  with  the  Noife 
the  great  Wealth  they  brought  had  made  in 
Spain  y  and  of  the  mighty  Hopes  already  con- 
ceived of  that  Conqueft,  which  was  efteem  a 
preferable  to  all  that  had  been  made  before. 

With  his  new  Dignity,  'Diego  Velafquez. 
entertained  greater  Thoughts.     The  Favours  of 
the  Prefident  made  him  bold  and  prefumptu- 
ous :  And    as   human  Paflions  increafe  with 
Power,  or  it  is  their  Property  to   have  the 
grcateft  Command  over  the  mod  powerful; 
the  Governor  believ'd  himfelf  engaged  more 
highly  to  refent  the  Offence  he  had  received, 
and  that  his  Envy  was  no  more  than  a  Defire 
of  doing  himfelf  J  uftice.     The  Applaufcs  given 
to  Cortes  made  him  impatient  and  outragious : 
and  notwithftanding  he  was  not  forry  to  fee 
the  Conqueft  fo  far  advane'd,  (becaufe  he  ftili 
preferv  d  a  due  Zeal  for  the  Service  of  his  So- 
vereign) yet  he  could  not  bear  that  another 
fhould  receive  the  Thanks  which,  in  his  Opi- 
nion, were  due  to  him  alone  :  So  vain  was  he 
of  the  little  Share  he  had  in  the  firft  Difpofi- 
tion  of  that  Enterprize,    that,  without  any 
other  Foundation,    he  took  to  himfelf  the 
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Name  of  Conqueror,  and  thought  himfelf  fo 
much  Lord  of  the  Whole,  that  he  believ'd  the 
very  Aftions  by  which  the  Conqueft  was  at- 
chiev'd,  to  be  all  his  own. 

Upon  thefc  Motives,  and  with  thefe  wrong 
Notions,  he  immediately  prcpar'd  to  form  a 
Fleet  and  Army  for  the  Deftruction  of  Cor- 
tesy  and  all  thofe  who  had  followed  his  For- 
tune :  He  bought  Ships,  lifted  Sold  vers,  and 
went  in  Perfon  over  the  whole  Ifland,  vifiting 
the  Dwellings  of  the  Spaniards^  and  en- 
couraging them  to  the  Undertaking.  He  (ct 
before  them  the  Obligation  they  lay  under  to 
redreis  his  Injuries :  He  fhar'd  with  them  be- 
fore-hand  the  immenfe  Riches  of  that  Con- 
quer!:, which,  as  he  faid,  was  then  ufurp'd  by 
ill-advifcd  Rebels,  who,  as  they  had  bafcly 
made  their  Efcapes  from  Cuba  by  Flight,  had 
left  no  Room  to  doubt  of  their  Pufiianimky. 
With  thefe  Hopes,  and  fome  Expcnce,  (where- 
in he  confum'd  the  grcatcft:  Part  of  his-  Sub- 
fiance)  he  in  a  few  Days  got  together  a  Body 
of  Men,  which,  in  thofe  Parts  of  the  World, 
both  for  the  Number  and  Quality  of  the  Peo- 
ple, might  be  termed  a  formidable  Army.  It 
confifted  of  Eight  Hundred  Spanijh  Foot, 
Eighty  Horfe,  and  Ten  or  Twelve  Pieces  of 
Artillery,  with  abundance  of  Provifions,  Arms, 
and  Ammunition.  He  appointed  for  chief 
Commander  of  that  Expedition  ^Pamphilo  de 
Narvaez,  a  Native  of  Vallodoltd,  a  Man  of 
Capacity,  and  of  the  firit  Diftindtion  in  that 
Ifland,  but  highly  opinionated  of  himfelf,  and 
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obftinatcly  pofitive  in  his  Refolutions.  He 
gave  him  the  Title  of  his  Lieutenant,  naming 
himfelf,  Governor  at  leaft,  of  New  Spain. 

He  gave  him  likewife  fecret  Inftrudtions,  in 
which  he  ordered  him,  "  That  he  fhould  en- 
<c  deavour,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power,  to  take 
"  Cortes,  and  fhould  fend  him  Prifoncr  to 
"  him  under  a  ftrong  Guard,  that  he  might 
"  receive  from  his  Hands  the  Punifhmcnt  he 
rt  had  defcrv'd  :  That  he  fhould  do  the  fame 
"  with  the  chief  Officers  who  follow'd  him, 
"  in  cafe  they  refus'd  to  abandon  his  Intcreft  : 
"  And  that  he  fhould  take  PofTcffion,  in  his 
"  Name,  of  all  that  had  been  conquer'd,  ad- 
"  judging  it  to  be  all  within  his  Diftrict,  as 
"  the  King's  Lieutenant/'  All  this  without 
reafoning  upon  any  Accidents  which  might 
happen ;  for  at  the  Appearance  of  fuch  a  Force, 
he  thought  he  could  cafily  obtain  all  that  he 
propos'd  5  and  Confidence  (a  Vice  familiar  to 
the  Pailionate)  either  looks  at  Dangers  always 
at  a  Diftance,  or  is  infenfiblc  of  them  till  it 
fuffers  under  the  Difficulty. 

The  Monks  of  St.  Geronimo,  who  prefided 
over  the  P^oyal  Audience  at  St.  'Domingo, 
and  over  the  other  ftlands,  with  Supreme  Ju- 
rifdiftiorl,  were  informed  of  thefe  Preparations, 
and  forcfecing  the  Inconveniencics  which 
might  refult  from  fo  publick  a  Competition, 
fent  the  Licentiate  Lucas  Vafquez,  de  Ay  lion, 
Auditor  of  the  fame  Royal  Audience,  to  en- 
deavour to  bring  Diego  Velafquez  to  Reafon  5 
and  if  he  found  gentle  Means  infufficient,  to 
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acquaint  him  with  the  Orders  he  carry'd  > 
commanding  him,  upon  great  Penalties,  to  dif- 
arm  his  People,  and  unrig  his  Fleet,  and  not 
difhirb  or  give  any  Impediment  to  the  Con- 
queft  in  which  Herrian  Cortes  was  employ 'd, 
under  the  Colour  of  its  belonging  to  him, 
upon  any  Account  or  Pretence  whatsoever  : 
And  that  in  cafe  he  had  any  perlbnal  Com- 
plaint againft  Cortes,  or  any  claim  of  Right  to 
Country  he  was  then  gaining  for  the  King, 
appear  before  the  Royal  Tribunal, 
where  he  fhould  be  fure  of  haying  Juftice  done 
him  in  a  r  Way. 

This  Minifter  arriv'd  at  the  Ifle  of  Cuba, 
where  he  found  the  Fleet  ready  to  fail,  which 
confilred  of  Eleven  tall  Ships  and  Seven  fome- 
what  larger  than  Brigantines,  all  in  very  good 
Order  ;  and  Hiego  Velafquez,  bufily  employed 
in  forwarding  the  Embarkation  of  the  Troops. 
The  Licentiate  did  all  he  poilibly  could  to  re- 
duce him  to  Reafon,  making  Uie  of  what  Ar- 
guments he  thought  propereit  to  perfuade  him 
to  defift  from  his  Enterprize  ;  reprefenting  to 
him,  tC  The  Hazard  to  which  he  exposed  him- 
tc  (elf  in  cafe  Cortes  fhould  (land  upon  his  De- 
"  fence,  fupporred  bythofe  Adventurers  who 
€t  followed  him,  and  were  now  intcrefted  in 
cc  defending  what  they  had  acquir'd  :  TheDa- 
"  mage  that  might  eniue  when  thoie  warlike 
"  Indians,  newly  conquered,  fhould  perceive 
te  a  Civil  War  amongft  the  Spaniards.  And 
"  that  if  by  this  Miiunderftanding,  a  Conqueft 
u  on  which  th^y  already  let  fo  great  a  Value 
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"  in  Spain,  fhould  be  loft,  he  would  rifque 
"  his  Credit,  without  its  being  in  the  Power 
"  of  thofe  who  were  mod  inclin  d  in  his  Fa- 
"  vour,  to  defend  him."  Then  he  fpoke  on 
the  Part  of  the  Royal  Chamber,  and  endea- 
vour'd  to  pcrfuadc  him,  "  To  apply  himfelf 
"  to  the  Tribunal,  which  would  confidcr  his 
"  Cafe  with  Attention,  if  he  did  not  difcredit 
"  it  by  this  Act  of  Violence. "  And  laftly,  fee- 
ding him  incapable  of  Advice,  for  that  every 
thing  which  did  not  tend  towards  the  Deftruc- 
tion  of  Hernan  Cortes,  feem'd  to  him  utterly 
impracticable,  he  pafs'd  on  to  the  judicial  Part, 
fhcw'd  his  Orders,  and  caus'd  them  to  be  no- 
tify'd  by  an  Efcrivano  he  had  brought  with 
him  for  that  Purpofc;  accompanying  them 
with  divers  Requcfts,  and  Proteftations.  But 
nothing  was  fufficient  to  flop  his  Refolution : 
For  the  Title  of  the  Kings  Lieutenant  had  fo 
raised  him  in  his  own  Conceit,  that  it  feem'd 
he  would  acknowledge  no  Superior  in  his  Go- 
vernment, and  obftinately  perfifted  in  his  un- 
tra&able  Humour.  The  Licentiate  diflcmbled 
fome  Indecencies  without  dire&ly  contradict- 
ing him,  left  he  fhould  render  him  more  pre- 
cipitate, and  feeing  that  he  endeavoured  to 
haften  the  Embarkation  of  his  People,  he 
feign'd  a  Defirc  of  beholding  this  Land  fo 
much  applauded  and  cry'd  up,  and,  under  the 
Pretext  of  Curiofity,  offer'd  to  accompany 
them;  to  which  Propofal  'Diego  Velafyuez, 
eaftly  agreed,  that  the  News  of  his  Infolence 
might  come  later  to  the  Iflc  of  Santo  "Do* 
E  z  mingo  i 
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mingo  y  whereupon  he  embark'd,  with  the  Ap- 
probation and  Good-liking  of  all.     A  Refolu- 
tion  which,  whether  it  proceeded  from  him 
felf,    or   from  his  Inftrudions,    feeirfd  well 
judg'd,  and  convenient  for  the  preventing  of 
any  Breach  amongft  the  Spaniards.     He  per- 
fuaded  himfelf,  with  fufficient  Probability,  that 
when  he  was  far  diftant  from  Velafquez,  he 
might  with  more  Eafe  get  his  Orders  obey'd, 
or  that  at  lead  his  Mediation  would  be  more 
powerful  with  Tamphilo  de  Narvaez  5  and 
notwithftanding  his  Prefence  was  a  new  In- 
conveniency,    (as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter)    his 
Zeal  and  good  Intentions  were  nothing  the  lefs 
meritorious  :  For  tho'  the  Event  does  not  al- 
ways anfwcr  the  Means  which  arc  made  ufe  of 
to  make  an  Affair  fuccced,  yet  this  Effett  of 
Chance  does  not  leflen  the  Merit  of  well-con- 
certed Defigns.     Andres  de  T>uero  that  Secre- 
tary  of  Velafquez,  who  favour 'd  Cortes  fo 
much  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Fortune,  like- 
wife  accompanyJd  the  Expedition.     Some  fay 
he  offer'd  himfelf  for  this  Voyage,  purely  to 
fhare  fome  of  the  Wealth  acquir'd,  by  remem- 
bring  Cortes  of  the  Services  he  had  formerly 
done  him  ;  and  others  fay  his  Intention  was  to 
mediate  with  Narvaex,  and  prevent,  as  much 
as  he  could,  the  Ruin  of  his  Friend  3  which 
we  rather  chute  to  believe  than  the  former,  as 
being  ienfible  that  it  ill  becomes  an  Kiftorian 
to  value  himfelf  upon  ill-naturJd  Conje&ures. 

The  Fleet  fet  iail,  and,  having  a  favourable 
Wind,  in  a  few  Davs  sot  a  Sie;ht  of  the  defir'd 
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Land.  They  came  to  an  Anchor  in  the  Port 
of  Ulna,  and  Tamphilo  de  Narvaez,  fent  fome 
Soldiers  afliore  to  get  Intelligence,  and  make 
what  Difcoveries  they  could  in  the  neighbour- 
ing Villages.  Thefe  were  not  long  before  they 
furpriz  d  and  took  Two  or  Three  Spaniards, 
who  were  draggling  about  that  Place :  They 
brought  them  before  their  Commander  ;  and 
the  Men,  either  fearful  of  fome  Violence,  or 
incliiV d  to  Novelty,  inform'd  him  of  all  that 
had  pafs'd  in  Mexico,  and  Vera-Cruz,  fceking 
to  flatter  him  by  difcrediting  otCortes.  Upon 
this  Intelligence,  the  firft  Thing  he  refolv'd  on 
was  to  treat  with  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  about 
the  Surrender  of  the  Fortrefs  under  his  Com- 
mand, and  to  engage  him  either  to  maintain 
it  for  him,  or  to  difmantle  it,  and  with  his 
Garrifon  to  join  the  Army.  He  intrufted  this 
Negociation  to  a  Clergyman  he  had  brought 
with  him,  nam'd  Juan  Ruis  de  Guevara,  a 
Man  of  a  lefs  gentle  Temper  than  his  Profef- 
fion  requir'd.  There  went  with  him  Three 
Soldiers  who  ferv'd  as  Witneffes,  and  a  Pub- 
lick  Notary,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  found  nece£ 
fary  to  come  to  Terms  of  Notification.  Gon- 
zalo de  Sandoval  had  his  Centinels  in  proper 
Places  to  obferve  the  Motions  of  the  Fleet,  and 
they  gave  Advice  from  one  to  another,  by 
which  Means  he  had  an  Account  of  their  Ap- 
proach a  good  while  before  they  arriv'd  :  And 
being  affur'd  that  there  was  no  greater  Num- 
ber to  follow,  he  ordered  the  Gates  of  the 
Towu  to  be  open'd,  and  rctir'd  to  wait  their 
E  3  Coming 
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Coming  in  his  Lodgings :   They  arrived,  and 
not  without  Prcfumption  of  being  well  re- 
ceived.    The  Prieft,    after  the  firft  Civilities 
were  over,  and  he  had  delivered  his  Creden- 
tials to  Sandoval,  gave  him  an  Account  of 
the  Forces  with  which  Tamphilo  de  Narvaex 
was  come  to  take  Satisfaction  for  the  Injury 
which  Hernan  Cortes  had  done  to  "Diego  Ve~ 
lafquez,  by  withdrawing  from  his  Obedience; 
the  Conqueft  of  that  whole  Country  being  in- 
tirely  his  Property,  as  having  been  begun  by 
his  Order,  and  at  his  Expence.     He  made  the 
Propofal  as  a  Point  of  no  Difficulty,  and  that 
had  more  than  fufficient  Motives,  and  expeded 
to  receive  Thanks  for  coming  to  offer  him 
fuch  advantageous  Conditions,   in  an  Affair 
fupported  with  fo  much  Force,  and,  as  he  ima- 
ging, fo  much  Reafon.     Gonzalo  de  Sando- 
val anfwer'd  him  with  fome  Warmth,  which 
he  could  not  well  conceal,  "    That  Tamphilo 
**  de  Narvaez>  was  his  Friend,  and  ib  prudent 
"  and  loyal  a  Subject  of  the  King's,  that  he 
€c  \vould  certainly  defire   nothing  but  what 
cc  fhould  be  mod  advantageous  and  conveni- 
€C  ent  for  his  Majcfty's  Service  :  That  the  pre- 
*c  fent  Juncture  of  Affairs,  and  the  State  in 
€c  which  the  Conqueft  was  at  that  Time,  re- 
t(  quir'd  that  he  fhould  join  his  Forces  with 
€C  thofe  of  Cortes,  and  affift  him  to  perfed  that 
<c  which  was  now  in  fuch  Forwardnefs;  taking 
"  Care  firft  of  their  principal  Obligation;  for 
y  that  the  Quarrels  and  Animofities  of  private 
*'  Perfons  were  not,  at  the  King's  Expence,  to 
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"  he  decided  by  a  Civil  War :  But  that  if  Nar- 
"  vaez>y  preferring  his  own  private  Revenge 
"  to  the  publick  Intcrcft,  defigifd  any  Manner 
"  of   Violence  againft   Her  nan   Cortes  y   he 
"  might  from  that  Moment  be  aflur'd,  that  not 
ic  only  himfelf,  but  all  the  Soldiers  of  that 
"  Garrifon,  would  rather  chufe  to  dye  fight- 
"  ing  by  his  Side,  than  ever  agree  to  fo  bafe 
"  and  difhonourable  an  A&ion.  "     The  Prieft 
rccciv'd  this  Repulfc,  as  an  unexpected  Stroke ; 
and  being  more  accuftom'd  to  iuffcr  himfelf 
to  be  govern' d  by  his  Paflion  than  to  rcprefs 
it,  he  broke  out  into  injurious  Language  and 
Threats  againft  Hernan  Cortes,  calling  him 
Traytor ;  and  went  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  Gon- 
&alo  de  Sandoval,  and  all  who  cfpous'd  that 
Traytor 's  Intercft,    defcrv'd  no   better   Title 
thcmfclves.     They  all  endeavoured  to  bring 
him  to  Reafon,  and  within  the  Bounds  of  Mo- 
deration, putting  him  in  Mind  of  his  Profef- 
fion,  that  he  might  be  fenfible  at  leaft  of  the 
Confidcration  upon  which  they  bore  with  him. 
But  he,  railing  his  Voice,  without  changing 
his  Style,  commanded  the  Efcrivano,  or  AV 
taryy  he  had  brought  with  him,  to  publifh  the 
Orders  he  had,   "  That  all  might  know  that 
!"  they  were  to  pay  Obedience  to  Narvaez, 
"  on  Pain  of  Death/'     But  this  was  what 
could  not  be  put  in  Execution  5  for  Gonzalod 
de    Sandoval   told   the  Efcrivano,   plainly.^* 
u  That  he  would  order  him  immediately  ta$> 
"  be  hangd,  if  he  prefum'd  to  publifh  anye, 
^  Orders  which  did  not  come  from  the  Kin^.^s 
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In  fhort,  the  Difpute  role  to  that  Height,  that 
Sando-val  commanded  the  MciTcngers  to  be 
feiz'd  and  taken  into  Cuftody.     But  foon  after, 
reflecting  with  himfeif  upon  the  Mifchief  they 
might  do,  if  they  return'd  exafperated  to  Nar- 
<uaez7   he  refolv  d  to  fend  them  Prifoncrs  to 
Mexico,  that  He-man   Cortes   might  fecure 
them   there,  or   endeavour  to  reduce  them. 
This  Determination  he  inftantly  put  in  Exe- 
cution, providing  Indians  of  Burthen,   who 
carry 'd  them  Prifoners  upon  their  Shoulders 
in  a  Sort  of  Chairs,  which  they  ufed  inftead  of 
Litters.     There  went    with  them,    as  Com- 
mander of  the  Guard,   a  Spaniard  he  much 
confided  in,  whofe  Name  was  Tedro  de  Solisy 
whom  he  charg'd  not  to  offer  them  any  In- 
jury, or  ill  Treatment  upon  the  Road.     San- 
doval difpatch'd  a  Courier  before,  to  give  an 
Account  to  Cortes,  and  took  Care  to  get  his 
People  in  a  Readincfs,  caird  together  his  In- 
dian Friends  for  the  Defence  of  the  Place,  dif- 
pofing  every  Thing  as  became  a  vigilant  and 
careful  Captain. 

I  t  cannot  be  deny'd,  but  that  he  exerted 
the  Military  Power  too  far  in  the  Imprifon- 
ment  of  an  Ecclefiaftick,  unlefs  he  did  it  with 
Political  Views  5  confidering  that  it  would  be 
very  inconvenient  to  have  a  Perfon  of  io  vio- 
lent and  precipitate  a  Difpofition  near  Nar- 
**vaez>  when  they  were  to  endeavour  to  bring 
•Matters  to  an  Accommodation,  which  was  fo 
very  neceifary.  It  may  be  prefum'd,  that,  in 
this  Refolution,  if  lie  had  one  Eye  turn  d  to- 

wards 


Book  IV.     Conqueji  of  Mexico.     57 

wards  his  own  private  Rcfentment,  he  had  the 
other  upon  the  publick  Advantage :  And  if  he 
afted  with  this  lad  View,  (as  his  firft  Calmnefs 
feems  to  perfuade  us,  when  he  fuffcr'd  the 
Pricft's  Heat,  and  fliew'd  him  all  due  Refped) 
then  indeed  his  Conduft  ought  not  to  be  wholly 
condemn  d,  becaufe  in  fome  Part  of  it  he 
wanted  a  little  Moderations  for  fomctimes, 
when  a  Man  is  warm'd,  he  goes  thro*  with 
what  otherwife  he  could  never  have  brought 
about  5  and  in  fuch  Cafes  Anger  ferves  to  give 
Lift  to  Prudence. 


CHAP.     VI. 

The  Precautions  of  Hernan  Cortes  to  avoid 
a  Rupture.  He  makes  Overtures  of  Teace, 
which  are  rejected  by  Narvaez,  who,  on  the 
contrary ',  proclaims  JVar7  and  feizes  the 
Terfon  of  the  Licentiate  Lucas  Vafquez  de 
Ayllon. 

HERNAN  CORTES  receiv'd  frequent 
Advices  of  all  thefe  Particulars,  which 
plainly  confirm'd  what  before  he  only  fufpeft- 
ed :  And  fome  little  time  after,  he  underftood, 
that  cPamphilo  de  Narvaez  had  landed,  and 
march'd  with  his  Army  dire&ly  for  Zempoala. 
This  News  made  him  very  uneafy,  dubious, 
and  irrefolute  what  Meafurcs  he  was  to  take, 
and  plainly  fenfible  of  the  Incoaveniencies  h$ 
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lay  under.  He  could  think  of  no  Way  that 
was  not  attended  with  ill  Coniequences.  To 
feck  Narvaez  in  the  Field  with  fuch  unequal 
Forces,  was  Temerity  ;  more  particularly  when 
he  was  to  leave  in  Mexico  a  Part  of  his  Peo- 
ple, to  cover  the  Quarters,  defend  their  ac- 
quir'd  Treafurc,  and  keep  up  that  Kind  of 
Guard  which  Motezuma  fuffer'd  himfclf  to  be 
under :  To  expect  his  Enemy  in  the  City,  was 
the  certain  Way  to  ftir  up  feditious  Humours, 
with  which  the  Mexicans  were  already  but 
too  much  infected,  and  to  furnifh  them  with 
a  fair  Opportunity  of  taking  to  their  Arms  un- 
der the  fpecious  Pretext  of  S el f -Tie fence  ^  and 
by  that  Means  have  another  Danger  at  his 
Back.  To  make  Overtures  of  Peace  to  Nar- 
i:aez,  and  follicite  the  Union  of  their  refpec- 
tlvc  Forces,  was  indeed  the  wholefomeft  and 
mod  convenient  Method  of  proceeding,  but 
appeared  the  mod  difficult ;  considering  the  Per- 
verfenefs  and  the  Obftinacy  of  the  Man's  Tem- 
per he  had  to  deal  with,  whom  he  defpair'd 
to  bring  to  Reaibn,  tho'  he  fhould  condefcend 
even  tofue  for  his  Friendfbip,  which  as  yet  he 
had  not  rcfolv'd  upon  5  becaufc  a  fubmiffive 
Condcfcenfton  feldom  gains  upon  an  infolciit 
and  obftinate  Difpofition,  and  in  Propolals  of 
Peace,  makes  but  a  very  indifferent  Figure.  He 
eonfidcr'd  the  total  Lofs  of  his  Conqueft  5  the 
Difappointment  of  thofe  great  Beginnings * 
the  Cauie  of  Religion  neglected  5  the  King's 
Intereft  trod  under  Foot  5  and,  what  mod  of  all 
concern'd  him  w^as,  to  find  himfclf  obliged  to 
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feign  Security  and  Content,  {hewing  a  Calm 
in  his  Countenance  whilft  his  Brcaft  was  agi- 
tated by  a  furious  Tempcft. 

To  Motezuma  he  faid,  "  That  thofc  newly 
<c  arriv'd  Spaniards  were  VafTals  to  the  King 
"  his  Matter,  and  had  brought  a  Second  Em- 
"  bafiy,  to  fupport  the  Proportion  he  had  al- 
<c  ready  made:  That  they  came  with  an  Army, 
"  according  to  the  Cuftom  of  their  Nation  > 
"  but  that  he  would  endeavour  to  difpofe  them 
H  to  return,  and  would  himfelf  go  along  with 
iC  them,  as  having  now  received  his  full  Dif- 
"  patches,  fince  his  Majefty's  Generofity  and 
"  Bounty  had  left  nothing  for  thofe  new 
"  Comers  to  defire,  they  having  no  other  Pro- 
a  pofals  to  make  but  what  he  himfelf  had  al- 
"  ready  made  and  obtained. " 

His  Soldiers  he  encouraged  with  various  fal- 
lacious Suppofitions,  telling  them,  "  That 
"  Narvaez  was  his  very  good  Friend,  and  a 
cc  Perfon  of  fuch  Honour,  Integrity,  and  good 
"  Scnfe,  that  he  would  not  fail  of  hearing 
"  Reafon,  and  would  infallibly  prefer  the  Ser- 
"  vice  of  God  and  his  Sovereign  to  the  Inte- 
"  reft  of  a  private  Man :  That  'Diego  Velaf- 
"  quez,  had  difpeopled  the  Ifland  of  Cuba  pure- 
u  ly  to  gratify  his  revengeful  Temper;  and, 
in  his  Opinion,  he  had  fent  him  a  frefh  Sup- 
ply of  Spaniards  wherewith  to  profecute 
his  Conquefl:  5  for  he  did  not  in  the  leaft 
doubt,  but  he  fliould  make  Fellow-Soldiers 
and  Companions  of  thofe  who  were  fent 
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With  his  Captains  he  was  lcfs  referv'd. 
He  communicated  to  them  part  of  his  Sufpi- 
cions,  and  reafon  d,  by  Way  of  Prevention, 
upon  the  Accidents  which  might  offer  :  He  re- 
prefented  to  them  the  fmall  Skill  Narvaezz 
had  in  Military  Affairs;  the  Rawnefs  of  his 
Men  5  the  Injuftice  of  his  Caufe,  and  other 
Motives  of  Encouragement,  in  which  he  con- 
ceals his  real  Sentiments,  giving  them,  in 
Truth,  more  Hopes  than  he  had  himfelf. 

Lastly,  He  ask'd  their  Opinion,  (as  he  was 
always  accuftom'd  to  do  in  Cafes  of  like  Im- 
portance) and  difpofing  their  Minds  after  fuch 
a  Manner  that  they  fhould  advife  him  to  what 
he  thought  beft,  he  refolvd  firft  to  try  to  bring 
Matters  to  an  Accommodation,  and  to  make 
fuch  Propofals  to  Narvaez  that  he  fhould  not 
be  able  to  refufe  his  Offers  without  charging 
himfelf  with  all  the  Inconvenicncies  of  a  Rup- 
ture :  But  at  the  fame  Time  he  made  Provi- 
sion for  the  War,  according  to  his  wonted  Di- 
ligence. He  lent  to  his  Friends  of  Tlafcala  to 
get  ready  Six  Thoufand  Soldiers  for  an  Enter- 
prize  in  which  it  was  poffible  he  might  want 
their  Service.  He  order'd  an  Officer  (who 
with  Three  or  Four  Spanijh  Soldiers,  were  in 
the  Province  of  Chinantla  to  difcover  the 
Mines  of  that  Part  of  the  Country)  to  endea- 
vour tq  difpoic  the  Caziques  to  a  Levy  of  other 
Two  Thoufand  Men,  and  that  they  fhould 
have  them  ready  to  march  with  him  at  the  firft 
Notice.  The  Chinantecas  were  Enemies  to 
the  Mexicans,  and  had  declar'd  themfelvcs  for 
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the  Spaniards  with  Signs  of  great  Sincerity, 
and  had  fent  privately  to  offer  them  their  Obe- 
dience. They  were  a  valiant  arid  warlike  Peo- 
ple, and  with  whom  he  thought  it  would  re- 
dound very  much  to  his  Advantage  to  rein- 
force his  Army  :  And  recolle&ing,  that  he  had 
heard  the  Lances  which  they  us'd  in  their  Wars 
highly  commended,  as  being  confidcrably 
longer  than  ours,  and  made  of  a  very  tough 
Wood,  he  order'd  Three  Hundred  to  be 
brought,  to  divide  amongft  his  Soldiers,  and 
arm'd  them  with  Points  of  tempered  Copper, 
which  fufficiently  fupplied  the  want  of  Iron; 
and  this  was  his  firft  Precaution,  both  becaufe 
the  Cavalry  of  Narvaez  gave  him  no  fmall 
Uneafmefs,  and  becaufe  he  had  a  Mind  to  have 
Time  to  indraft  his  Men  in  the  Ufe  and  Ma- 
nagement of  thofe  Arms. 

I n  the  mean  while  Tedro  de  Soils  arrivct 
with  the  Prifoners  fent  by  Gonzalo  de  San- 
doval, and  fending  Notice  to  Cortes,  expected 
his  Orders  at  the  Side  of  the  Lake :  But  Cor- 
tes, who  had  been  before  inform'd  of  their 
coming,  went  out  to  receive  them  with  more 
than  ordinary  Attendance.  He  immediately 
order'd  their  Fetters  to  be  taken  off,  embrae'd 
them  with  great  Humanity,  and  the  Licen- 
tiate Guevara,  more  than  once,  with  particu- 
lar Civility,  telling  him,  "  That  he  would 
<c  chaftifc  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  for  the  little 
"  Regard  he  had  fhewn  to  his  Perfon  and  Dig- 
"  nity."  He  afterwards  conduced  him  to  his 
own  Apartment,  gave  him  his  Table,  and  with 
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a  fceming  Satisfaction,  intimated  fcveral  times, 
"  how  much  he  efteem'd  the  Happinefs  of 
"  having  Tamphilo  de  Narvaez  in  that  Coun- 
"  try,  on  Account  of  the  paft  Fricndfhip  and 
<c  Intimacy  that  had  been  between  them. "  He 
took  Care  that  the  Spaniards  fhould  all  appear 
chearful  and  hearty  before  him.  He  made  him 
a  Witnefs  of  the  Favours  he  receivd  from  Mo- 
tezuma,  and  the  great  Refped  with  which  he 
was  treated  by  the  Mexican  Princes.  He  prc- 
fented  him  with  fome  Jewels  of  Value,  which 
greatly  mollify 'd  the  Violence  of  his  Temper. 
He  did  the  fame  by  his  Companions  ;  and 
without  letting  them  know  that  he  ftood  in 
Need  of  their  good  Offices  to  incline  Nar- 
vaez to  Peace,  he  difpatch'd  them  in  four 
Days,  fully  perfuaded  by  his  Reafons,  and  en- 
gag'd  by  his  Liberality  and  courteous  Treat- 
ment. 

After  he  had  taken  thefe  politick  Mea- 
fures,  leaving  it  to  Time  to  ripen  and  to  pro- 
duce the  Effect,  he  refolv'd  to  fend  fome  Per- 
fon  of  Account  to  make  fuch  Propofals  to 
Narvaez,  as  were  reafonablc  and  convenient 
for  the  common  Intereft  and  the  Service  of 
the  King ;  and  for  this  Negociation  he  chofe 
Fryer  Bartolome  de  Olmedo,  a  Perfon  of 
known  Integrity,  Wifdom,  and  Eloquence, 
and  fupported  bw  the  Dignity  of  his  Character. 
He  haftend  as  much  aspoffible  his  Difpatches, 
and  gave  him  Letters  for  Narvaez,  for  the 
Licentiate  Lucas  Vafqttez  de  Ay  lion,  and  for 
the  Secretary  Andres  de  'Duero,  with  feveral 

Jewels 


Boole  IV.    Conquefi  of  Mexico.       6  3 

Jewels  to  distribute  as  he  fhould  think  proper. 
The  Importance  of  a  Peace  was  the  Argument 
of  thofe  Letters  5  in  that  to  Narvaez,  He 
courteoufly  bad  him  welcome  to  thofe  Coafts, 
with  Expreilions  of  lingular  Refpeft  and 
Efteem :  And,  after  reminding  him  of  their 
former  Friendfhip  and  Intimacy,  "  He  in- 
"  form'd  him  of  the  State  of  his  Conqueft ; 
"  acquainting  him,  at  large,  with  the  Pro- 
<c  vinces  he  had  fubjecled;  the  Sagacity  and 
"  martial  Genius  of  the  People  5  and  the 
<c  Power  and  Grandeur  of  Motezuma. "  This 
he  did,  not  fo  much  to  magnify  his  own  Acti- 
ons, as  to  make  Nawaez  ienfiblc  how  much 
it  imported  them  all  to  unite  their  Forces  for 
compleating  the  Enterprize  which  was  in  fo 
great  a  Forwardncfs.  He  gave  him  likewife 
to  underftand,  "  How  much  they  ought  to 
"  fear,  left,  the  Mexicans,  a  confiderate  and 
"  warlike  Nation,  fhould  come  totheKnow- 
"  ledge  of  any  Mifundcrftanding  amongft  the 
"  Spaniards  s  for  that  they  would  very  well 
"  know  how  to  make  their  Advantage,  and 
"  deftroy  both  Parties,  to  freethemfelves  from 
"  a  foreign  Yoke. "  And,  laftly,  he  told  him, 
That,  to  prevent  all  Difputes  and  Accidents, 
it  was  abfolutely  neceifary,  that,  without 
"  farther  Delay,  he  fhould  acquaint  him  with 
"  the  Orders  he  brought  >  for  if  they  were 
*l  from  the  King,  he  was  ready  ro  obey  them, 
"  give  up  his  General's  Staff,  and  the  Army 
"  under  his  Command  :  But  if  his  Commil- 
£  fion  was  only  from  'Diego  Velafquez,  they 
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<c  ought  both  of  them  to  confider  with  equal 
<c  Attention,  how  much  they  adventured  5  for 
"  that  in  any  Difpute  where  the  King's  Inte- 
"  reft  was  concerned,  the  Prctcnfions  of  a 
"  Vaflal  were  but  of  fmall  Weight,  and  might 
cc  be  adjufted  at  a  cheaper  Rate;  it  being  his 
"  Defign  to  fatisfy  Velafquez  for  all  the  Ex- 
cc  pence  he  had  been  at  in  fitting  out  the  firft 
<c  Fleet,  and  to  divide  with  him  not  only  the 
tc  Profits  but  the  very  Glory  of  the  ConqueiV* 
After  this  Manner  he  concluded  his  Letter  5 
But  thinking  he  had  dwelt  top  long  upon  the 
Article  of  Accommodation,  he  added,  by 
Way  of  Poftfcript,  fome  brisk  Expreilions, 
letting  him  know,  "  That  he  did  not  make 
"  Ufe  of  Arguments  becaufe  he  wanted  Force; 
cc  and  that  he  knew  as  well  how  to  defend, 
<c  as  how  to  propofe  them. 

Pamphilo  de  Narvaez  had  taken  up 
his  Quarter,  and  lodged  his  Army  in  Zempoala  ; 
and  the  fat  Cazique  was  very  careful  and  fe- 
dulous  in  the  Entertainments  of,  and  Attend- 
ance upon  thofe  Spaniards y  believing  they  came 
as  a  Succour  to  his  Friend  Hernan  Cortes  > 
but  it  was  not  long  before  he  was  unde- 
ceived :  For  he  did  not  find  in  them  the  fame 
Manner  of  Carriage  to  which  he  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed  by  his  former  Guefts ;  and  notwith 
Handing  they  had  with  them  no  Interpreter  to 
make  themielves  be  underftood,  their  A&ions 
fpoke,  and  their  Proceedings  fufficiently  diftin- 
guifhed  them.  He  difcover'd  in  Narvaez,^  an 
imperious  ill-natured  Difpofition,  which  gave 
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him  great  Suspicion  >  and  he  had  no  room  to 
doubt  when  he  faw  him  take  by  Force  all  the 
Furniture  and  Jewels  which  Hernan  Cortes  had 
left  in  his  Houfc  The  Soldiers,  to  whom  the 
Liberty  their  Commander  took,  ferv'd  for  an 
Example,  treated  their  Hods  like  Enemies,  and 
put  in  Pradice  whatever  Avarice,  and  a  licen- 
tious Third  for  Rapine,  could  didatc. 

The  Licentiate  Guevara  foon  after  arrived, 
and  related  the  Succefs  of  his  Journey;  the 
Grandeur  and  Magnificence  of  Mexico  ;  how 
well  HernanCortes  was  received  in  that  Court : 
how  much  he  was  beloved  by  Motezuma,  and 
refpeded  by  his  VafTals :  He  extolled  the  Hu- 
manity and  Courtefy  with  which  he  had  re- 
ceived and  entertained  him  ;  and  from  that  he 
palled  on  to  what  Cortes  fo  earneftly  defir'd, 
€t  That  it  might  not  be  known  that  there  was 
"  any  Mifunderdanding  among  the  Spaniards** 
But  when  he  was  going  to  propofe  an  Accom- 
modation, he  could  not  profecute  his  Difcourfe, 
for  Narvaez  cut  him  fhort,  telling  him,  "  That 
iC  he  might  return  to  Mexico ,  if  the  Artifices 
"  of  Cortes  had  made  fo  mighty  an  Impreflion 
"  upon  him  $"  and  thruft  him  from  his Prefence 
with  great  Rudenefs  and  Difrefped.  But  the 
Pried  and  his  Companions  fought  a  new  Au- 
ditory; palling  with  their  News  and  Prefents, 
to  the  Aflemblics  of  the  Soldiers,  and  obtained 
what  mod  of  all  imported  the  Care  and  Dili- 
gence of  Cortes  :  for  fome  were  moved  by  the 
Reafonablenefs  of  his  Arguments  5  others  by 
his  Liberality  5   and  all  remained  difpofed  to 
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Peace,  the  moft  part  beginning  to  have  a  Su- 
ipicion  of  the  ill  Temper  of  Narvaez,  from 
his  prefent  Obftinacy. 

Father  Bartholome  de  Olmedo  foon  fol- 
lowed Guevera,  and  found  in  Tamphilo  de 
Narvaez  much  more  Pride  and  Haughtinefs 
than  Good  Nature  and  Humanity.  He  delivered 
his  Letters,  and  the  other  having  read  them 
out  of  Compliment,  and  with  the  Air  of  one 
who  puts  a  Conftraint  upon  himfelf,  difpos'd 
himfelf  to  hear  what  he  had  to  fay;  giving 
him  to  underftand,  That  he  fuffered  the  Em- 
baffy  purely  for  the  Sake  of  the  Ambaflador. 
The  Father's  Harangue  was  eloquent,  expreffive, 
.and  fubftantial.  He  began  "  with  the  Obli- 
"  gations  of  his  Profeflion,  to  interpofe  him- 
"  felf  as  a  difinterefted  Mediator  in  thefe  Dif- 
u  ferences^  endeavoured  to  fet  forth  die  Sin- 
cerity of  Cortes,  as  an  Eye-Witnefs  to  all  his 
Proceedings,  and  bound  to  fpeak  the  Truth. 
Next  he  affured  him,  "  That  it  would  be  no 
"  difficult  Matter  for  him  to  obtain  any  Thing 
"  that  fhould  be  propos'd,  provided  it  was 
u  reafonable,  and  for  the  Service  of  the  King/' 
.Then  he  reprcfented,  "  What  a  Hazard  they 
u  ran  by  thofe  Mifunderftandings ;  and  what 
iC  an  extraordinary  Advantage  it  would  be  to 
"  "Diego  Velafquez,  if  he  would  co-operate 
"  with  thefe  Forces  to  compleat  the  Con- 
"  queftj"  and  added:  "  That  having  them  at 
"  his  Command,  he  ought  to  weigh  the  Ufe 
"  he  was  to  put  them  to  with  the  prefent  State 
"  of  Affairs  5  a  Point  which  mud  be  prefup- 
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■c  pos'd  in  his  Inftruftions;  fmce  it  was  always 
u  left  to  the  Difcretion  of  the  Captain,  to 
u  chufe  the  Means  by  which  he  was  to  obtain 
u  the  End  proposed :  And  a  Commander  was 
:c  always  obliged  to  aft  according  to  the  Times 
:c  and  Accidents,  left  in  the  Execution  of  his 
:c  Orders  he  fhould  dcftroy  the  Intention 
c  thereof." 

The  Anfwct  of  Narvaez  wTas  precipitate 
ind  confus'd;  he  faid,  cc  That  it  did  not  bc- 
:'  come  "Diego  Velafquez,  to  make  Condi- 
c  tions  with  a  rebellious  Subject,  whofc  Cha- 
x  itifement  was  the  firft  and  principal  Bufincfs 
:c  of  that  Army :  That  he  would  immediately 
c  proclaim  for  Traytors  all  thofe  who  efpous'd 
'  the  Intereft  of  that  Rebel ;  and  that  he  had 
'  brought  fufficieht  Force  to  take  the  Con- 
c  qucft  out  of  his  Hands,  without  having  any 
:<  Occafion  for  the  Advice  of  thofe  who,  being 
c  equally  guilty,  made  life  of  the  fame  Reafori 
;c  to  perfuade  him  which  they  had  to  fear 
:c  him."  Father  Bartholome,  ftill  prefcrving 
lis  Temper,  replycd,  "  That  he  fhould  con- 
1  fider  well,  what  he  intended  to  do;  for  bfc 
c  fore  he  arrived  at  Mexico,  he  would  find 
c  whole  Provinces  of  warlike  Indians,  Friends 
c  and  Confederates  to  Cortes,  who  would 
:c  not  fail  to  take  up  Arms  ill  his  Defence  5 
c  and  that  it  would  not  be  fo  cafy  to  fupprefs 
c  him  as  he  imagined,  flnee  his  Spayiiard? 
c  were  all  refolutely  determined  to  dye  with 
:c  him;  and  befides,  he  had  Moteziimd  ori 
*  his  Side  i  a  Prince  lb  powerful,  that  for  every 
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u  fingle  Soldier  he  had  brought  with  him,  he 
cc  was  able  to  raife  a  numerous  Army/'  And 
laftly,  he  told  him,  "  That  an  Affair  of  this 
"  Nature  was  not  to  be  refolved  in  Hafte,  but 
"  required  Deliberation,  and  a  fecond  Rc- 
lc  flection  >  adding,  That  he  would  return  for 
(C  his  final  Anfwer." 

With  this  Bravado  the  Father  took  his 
Leave,  for  he  thought  it  was  neceffary  to  abate 
that  Confidence  Narvaez  had  placed  in  his 
Forces,  on  which  he  chiefly  founded  his  Ob- 
ftinacy. 

He  proceeded  prefently  to  put  in  Execution 
the  other  Part  of  his  Instructions.  He  vifited 
the  Licentiate  Lucas  Vafquez,  de  Ay  lion,  and 
the  Secretary  Andres  de  Tteuro,  who  highly 
commended  his  Zeal,  approving  what  he  had 
proposed  to  Narvaez,  and  offering  to  aflift 
in  his  Difpatches  with  their  utmoft  Power,  in 
order  to  eftablifh  a  Peace,  which  was  fo  very 
neceffary  to  all.  Then  the  Father  vifited  th< 
Captains  and  Soldiers  of  his  Acquaintance . 
published  his  Commiffionj  endeavoured  to  fup- 
port  the  good  Intention  of  Cortes,  made  them 
all  defirous  of  a  Reconciliation ;  diftribute< 
the  Jewels  and  other  Curiofities  he  had  in 
Charge  with  good  Judgment,  and  had  Reafon 
to  hope  that  there  would  be  a  Party  formed 
in  favour  of  Cortes,  or  at  lead  in  Favour  of 
an  Accommodation,  had  not  ^Pamphilo  dt 
Narvaez,  who  had  Notice  of  thele  Praftices, 
put  a  Stop  to  his  Proceeding.  He  ordere< 
him  to  be  brought  before  him,   loaded  him 

with 


Book  IV.    Conqueft  of  Mexico.      69 

;  with  Injuries  and  Threats,  called  him  a  muti- 
nous and /editions  Traytor,  giving  the  Name 
of  Trcafon  to  his  founding  amongft  his  Pco* 
pie  the  Praifes  of  Cortes,  and  was  determined 
to  have  fecured  his  Perfon,  had  not  the  Secre- 
tary Andres  de  ^Duero  interpofed,  at  whofe 
Inftances  he  altered  his  Mind,  and  commanded 
him  immediately  to  depart  from  Zempoala. 

But  the  Licentiate  Lucas  Vafquez,  de  Ayl- 
Ion,  being  informed  of  what  paffed,  came  very 
feafonably  and  gave  his  Opinion,  "  That  it 
"  would  be  proper  firft  to  affemble  all  the  Of- 
"  fleers,  that  they  might  confider  more  deli- 
"  berately  what  Anfwcr  fliould  be  returned  to 
<c  Hernan  Cortes,  fince  he  fhewed  himfelf 
cc  difpos'd  to  Peace;  and  it  feemed  no  difficult 
u  Matter  to  bring  it  about  upon  Terms  reafon- 
"  able  and  advantageous  to  all."  To  which 
Propofal  were  very  much  inclined  fome  of 
the  Officers  who  were  prefent :  But  Narvaez> 
heard  him  with  a  Sort  of  Impatience  which 
favoured  fomewhat  of  Contempt;  and  in  or- 
der to  (top  all  their  Mouths  at  once,  he,  be- 
fore them  all,  made  a  folemn  Declaration  of 
War,  with  Fire  and  Sword,  againft  Hernan 
Cortes,  caufing  the  fame  to  be  publickly  pro- 
claimed, pronouncing  him  a  Rebel  and  a  Tray- 
tor  to  the  King,  alfigning  a  confiderable  Re- 
ward to  any,  who  fhould  either  take  or  kill 
him,  and  giving  Orders  that  the  Army  fliould 
prepare  to  march. 

But  that  Miniftcr,  not  being  able  to  en- 
dure thofe  Irregularities,  and  who  was  indeed 
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obliged  to   put  a  Stop  to  fuch    violent  Pro- 
ceedings by  his  own  Authority,  commanded 
the  Crycr  to  defift,  caufing  it  to  be  fignified  to 
Narvaez,,  "  That  he  fhould  not  ftir  a  Foot, 
cc  from  Zempoala  upon  Fain  of  Death,    nor 
"  employ  thofe  Forces  without  the  unanimous 
<c  Confent  of  the  whole  Army/'     He   com- 
manded the  Captains  and  Soldiers  not  to  obey 
him,  and  perfifted  in  his  Protefts,  and  in  exert- 
ing his  Authority  with  fuch' Refoiution,  that 
Nar-vaez,  quite  out  of  Patience,  blind  with 
Choler,    and  lofmg  all  Refpcct  to  his  Pcrfon 
and  FunQion,    ordered  him  to  be  ignomini- 
oiifly  apprehended,  and  immediately  carryed 
away  on  Board  one  of  his  Veffels  to  the  Ifland 
of  Cuba.     Upon  which  Fryer  Barthokme  d.e 
Olrnedo  returned  very  much  fcandaliz'd  with- 
out any  farther  Anfwer;    and  his  own  Cap- 
tains and  Soldiers  thcmfelves  were  fo  highly 
incens'd,   that  the  moft  Intelligent,    feeing  a 
Miniftcr  of  that  Rank  and  Character  arretted, 
found  themfelves  obliged  to  confidcr  privately 
of  fome  Meafurcs  for  the  Service  of  the  King  5 
and  thofe  of  lefs  judgment  had  Matter  fuffici- 
ent  for  Difaffeclion  and  '  Murmuring   againft 
their  Captain.     This  Infolence  of  NaTcaez, 
gave  the  Affairs  of  Cortes  a  happy  Turn,  con- 
firming him  in  the  good  Opinion  of  the  Sol- 
diers; and  thefalfe  Steps  and  Mifmanagemcnt 
of  his  Enemy  fared  to  raife  his  Reputation 
as  niuch  as  the  Prudence  of  his  own  Conduct, 
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CHAP.    VII. 

Motezuma  continues,  his  good  Offices  toward 
Cortes  and  his  Spaniards.  The  Alteration 
which  fome  attribute  to  the  Tr  attic  es  of 
Narvacz  looked  upon  as  fictitious  and  im- 
probable. Cortes  refohes  to  depart ,  and 
executes  that  Refolution,  leaving  a  Tart 
of  his  Force  iu  Mexico. 

SOME  of  our  Writers  report,  That  Tam- 
philo  de  Narvaez  held  a  Correfpondence 
of  great  Intimacy  and  Friendship  with  Mote- 
zuma >  that  Couriers  went  and  came  from 
Mexico  to  Zempoala,  by  whofe  means  he  gave 
the  Emperor  to  underftand,  "  That  he  brought 
"  a  Commiflion  from  the  King  of  Spain  to 
"  chaftife  the  Violences  and  Exorbitances  of 
"  Cortes.  That  not  only  that  Captain,  but 
"  all  thofe  who  followed  his  Banners,  were 
"  Fugitives  and  Rebels;  and  that  having  un- 
€c  derftood  how  greatly  his  Majefty  was  op- 
"  prefs'd,  he  propofed  immediately  to  march 
cc  with  his  Army,  in  order  to  reftore  him  to 
"  his  Liberty,  and  the  peaceable  Poflefllon  of 
<c  his  Dominions;"  with  other  the  like  ma- 
licious Impoftures.  To  which  they  add,  That 
Motezuma,  chanrfd  with  thofe  Hopes,  not 
only  carried  on  a  friendly  Correfpondence 
with  him,  but  alio  made  him  feveral  great  and 
valuable  Prcfents,  concealing  the  Matter  from 
F  4  Cortes^ 
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Cortes,  and  defiring  to  break  his  Prifon  by 
clandestine  Practices. 

We  know  not  how  this  Intelligence  could 
ever  come  to  Moteztima :  For  Narvaez  had 
no  Interpreters   to  make  himfelf  underftood 
amongft  the  Indians,   and  fuch  a  concerted 
Negotiation  could  never  be  carried  on  by  Signs 
and  Dumb-Shew.     None   of  his  Spaniards 
came  to  Mexico,  except  the  Licentiate  Gue- 
vara, and  his  Companions,  which  Sandoval 
fent  5  and  thefe  had  never  any  private  Confe- 
rence with  Moteztma.   And  even  had  Cortes 
been  guilty  of  fuch  a  Piece  of  Negligence, 
they  could  not  poffibly  have  been  intelligible 
to  each  other  without  making  ufe  of  Aguilar 
or  of  "Donna  Marina;  a  Suppofition  wholly 
inconfiftent  with  what  is  related  of  their  un- 
tainted Fidelity.     We  muft  believe  then,  that 
the  Indians  of  Zempoala  knew  by  their  Be- 
haviour,  Countenances,    and    other    exterior 
Tokens,  the  Enmity  and  Oppofition  between 
thofe  two  Armies,  of  which  Intelligence  was 
lent  to  Motezuma  by  his  Confidents  and  Mini- 
sters ;  fmce  it  is  not  in  the  lcaft  to  be  doubted 
but  that  he  had  the  Account  before  it  was  im- 
parted to  him  by  Cortes  :  But  from  his  A&ions 
it  plainly  appears,  That  he  kept  his  Mind  invio- 
lably firm,and  was  wholly  free  from  any  under- 
hand Defign  againft  the  Spaniards  of  Mexico. 

It  is  not  denied  but  that  the  Emperor  fent 
fome  Prefents  of  Value  to  Narvaez  $  but  it 
cannot  be  concluded  from  thence  that  there 

was 


Book  IV.    Conqueft  of  Mexico-     73 

was  a  Correfpondcnce  between  them  :    For 
thefe  Mexican  Princes  were  accuftomed  fo  to 
regale  all  Strangers  who  happened  to  touch  on 
their  Coafts  ;  as  Motezuma  had  done  to  Cortes 
and  his  Followers  $  and  he  might  conceal,  with- 
out  Artifice,  that  Inftance  of  his  Liberality,  as 
being  agreeable  to  an  eftablifhed  Cuftom,  or, 
perhaps,  to  avoid  Oflcntation  in  his  Generofity. 
But  it  is  obfervable  that  in  thofe  very  Gifts, 
whether  concealed  or  otherwife,   there  were 
ibme  cafual  Circumftanccs,    which  turned  to 
the  Credit  of  Cortes  5  for  upon  the  Receipt  of 
them,  Narvaez  exprefled  more  Attachment  to 
them  than  was  becoming;  for,   after  he  had 
counted  them  over  with  great  Exaftnefs,  he 
ordered  them  to  be  fet  afide  with  fuper-abun- 
dant  Care,  without  making  the  lead  Shew  of 
Liberality  to  his  greateft  Confidents.     And  the 
Soldiers  (who,  though  never  fenfible  of  their 
own  infatiable  Avarice,  never  fail  to  condemn 
it  in  their  Generals)  began  to  be  difpirited  with 
this  Difappointment  of  their  Hopes  5  and  mix- 
ing their  own  proper  Interefts  amongft  the 
Caufes  of  the  prefent  Divifions,  they  judged 
Cortes  had  the  mod  Reafon  on  his  Side,  as 
being  the  mod  liberal  and  generous. 

Father  Bartolome  de  Olmedo  at  length  re- 
turned from  his  Journey,  and  Hernan  Cortes 
found  in  his  Relation  all  that  he  fufpe&ed  of 
Narvaez.  He  was  not  fo  much  concerned  on 
his  own  Account,  at  the  Contempt  fhewed  of 
the  Propofals  he  had  made,  as  he  was  on  Ac- 
count of  the  Undertaking.     He  was  fenfible, 
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by  the  Imprifonment  of  the  Auditor  Lucas  Vaf- 
qutz,  de  Ayllon,  what  little  Regard  muft  be  had 
to  the  King's  Service,  by  a  Man  who  could 
carry  his  Infolence  to  fuch  a  Length.  He  heard 
without  Refentment,  (at  lead  outwardly)  the 
injurious  and  reviling  Language  with  which  his 
Adverfary  treated  him  :  And  Authors  do  with 
yuftice  very  much  commend  his  Moderation, 
that  when  he  received  Advice  from  feveral 
Hands  of  the  Contempt  with  which  he  fpoke 
of  his  Perfon,  the  Indecencies  and  Bitternefs  of 
his  Reflections,  and  how  often  he  took  the 
Liberty  to  brand  him  with  the  infamous  Name 
of  Traytor,  he  was  never  heard  to  utter  an 
unfeemly  Expreffion,  or  to  call  ^Pamphilo  de 
Narvaez,  by  any  other  than  his  own  Name. 
A  rare  Conftancy,  and  a  Maftcry  of  the  Pafll- 
ons  worthv  to  be  envied!  to  receive  Outrages, 
and  at  the  fame  Time  preferve  Moderation! 

Greatly  did  Cortes  comfort  himfelf  with 
the  News  which  Father  Bartholeme  de  Olmedo 
brought  him,  of  the  good  Difpofition  he  found 
in  the  People  of  Narvaez,  who  for  the  moll 
Part  were  defirous  of  Peace,  and  but  littic  af- 
fected to  the  Opinion  of  their  Commander;  fo 
that  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  he  fhould  be 
able  to  face  him  as  an  Enemy,  and  bring  him 
to  the  Terms  he  defired  cither  by -Force,  or 
the  Disaffection  of  his  own  Soldiers.  He  com- 
municated his  Thoughts  to  his  Officers,  and 
having  jointly  and  maturely  confidered  the 
Inconvcniencics  on  all  Sides,  they  held  it  for 
the  leaft  hazardous  to  take  the  Field  with  all 
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the  Troops  they  could  poffibly  affemblc,  to 
incorporate  the  Indians  who  were  ready  pro- 
vided in  Tlafcala  and  Chinantla,  and  after- 
wards to  march  in  a  Body  towards  Zempoala  > 
but  with  a  Rcfolution  to  halt  in  fomc  confe- 
derate Town,  where  they  might  be  nearer  at 
Hand  to  treat  of  Peace,  have  the  Advantage 
of  capitulating  with  Arms  in  their  Hands,  and 
the  Conveniency  of  being  in  a  Place  where 
they  might  pick  up  fuch  6f  the  People  of 
Narvaez  as  fhould  determine  to  quit  his  Par- 
ty. This  Refolution  was  immediately  pub- 
lifhed  amongft  the  Soldiers,  and  received  with 
great  Applaufc  and  Chearfulnefs.  They  were 
not  ignorant  of  the  great  .Inequality  of  Num- 
ber between  them  and  the  contrary  Party; 
but  they  were  fo  far  from  entertaining  the  leaft 
Thoughts  of  Fear,  that  even  thofe  who  had 
lead  Bravery  and  Zeal  difputed  the  Glory  of 
fcrving  in  this  Expedition;  and  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  make  Ufe  both  of  Intreaties  and  Au- 
thority, when  the  Time  came  to  name  thofe 
who  were  to  be  left  in  Mexico  >  fo  great  was 
the  Confidence  they  had  fixed,  fome  in  the 
Prudence  and  Conduct,  others  in  the  Intre- 
pidity and  Valour,  but  all  in  general  in  the 
good  Fortune  of  their  Commander ;  for  fo 
they  termed  that  extraordinary  and  uninter- 
rupted Series  of  Succefs  with  which  he  was 
wont  to  accomplish  whatfoever  he  took  in 
Hand.  And  fuch  a  Conftancy  of  Succefs  has 
great  Force  on  the  Minds  of  Soldiers,  and 
would  have  ftill  greater  if  they  knew  how  to 
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attribute  to  their  true  Author  thofe  unlook'd- 
for  Events  which  are  called  Good  Fortune, 
becaufe  they  proceed  from  a  Caufe  not  under- 
ftood. 

Hernan  Cortes,  provided  with  various 
Pretences,  repaired  immediately  to  Motezumds 
Apartment,  to  give  him  an  Account  of  his 
intended  March,  concealing,  as  much  as  pot 
fible,  his  inward  Concern :  But  the  Emperor 
obliged  him  to  give  a  New  Turn  to  his  Dif- 
courfe  by  beginning  the  Converfation,  and  fay- 
ing, "  That  he  had  for  fome  Time  obferv'd  him 
<c  to  be  very  thoughtful,  and  was  concerned 
<c  that  he  fhould  conceal  from  him  the  Caufe 
"  of  his  Difcontent  j  for  he  had  from  different 
<c  Parts  received  Information,  That  the  Spanifi 
cc  General  refiding  in  Zempoala,  came  with 
"  bad  Intentions  againft  him  and  his  Followers; 
<c  That  he  did  not  fo  much  wonder  that  they 
<c  (hould  be  Enemies  for  fome  pcrfonal  Pre- 
"  judice,  and  private  Mifunderftanding,  as  that, 
"  being  Vaflals  to  the  fame  Prince,  they  fhould 
"  head  Two  Armies  of  contrary  Fa&ions,  by 
"  which  it  plainly  appeared,  that  one  of 
cc  them  muft  of  Necellity  be  a  Rebel  to  his 
"  Sovereign/' 

This  unexpected  Account  from  Moteznrnay 
and  his  Reasoning  in  the  Conclufion  of  it, 
might  have  embarrals'd  Cortes ",  nor  did  it  fail 
to  fhock  him  in  fome  mcafure  :  But  with  that 
natural  Promptitude  with  which  he  was  always 
accuftomed  to  difengage  himfelf  upon  fuch 
Occafions,   he   anlwcred  without  Hefitation, 
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*  That  thofe  who  had  made  their  Obfervati- 
"  ons  upon  the  bad  Intentions  of  thofe  Spa- 
"  niards,  and  the  imprudent  Menaces  of  their 
cc  unadvis'd  Commander,   had  informed  him 
cc  of  no  other  than  the  Truth,   and  he  now 
c<  came  with  a  Defign  to   communicate  the 
cl  fame  to  him,  having  not  had  it  in  his  Power 
(C  to  comply  fooner  with  this  Obligation,  bc- 
lC  caufe  Father  Bartholome  de  Olmedo   was 
cc  but  juft  arrived  with  the  News.     That  not- 
cc  withstanding  the  Spanijh  Captain,  who  was 
cc  at  Zempoala,   had  given  fome  Proofs  of  a 
"  diforderly  Paffion,    yet  he  was  not  to  be 
"  looked  upon  as  a  Rebel,  but  rather  as  a  Per- 
u  fon  deceived,  who  imagined  he  was  ferving 
"  his  Prince  while  he  was  doing  the  Reverfe; 
'-  for  he  came  thither  in  Quality  of  a  Subfti- 
"  tute,    or  Lieutenant,   from  a  mifinformed 
cc  Governor,   who  refidingin  a   very  remote 
<c  Province,  was  not  acquainted  with  the  laft 
iC  Refolutions   of  the  Court  of  Spain,  and 
<c  was  perfuaded  that  the  Embafly  in   which 
himfelf  was  employed  was  an  Affair  be- 
longing to  his  Office.     But  that  all  the  Pre- 
parations to  fupport  fo  frivolous  a  Pretcn- 
c<  fion  would  eafily  vanifh,  without  any  farther 
H  Trouble  than  his  laying  before  that  Lieutc- 
<c  nant  hisDifpatches,  by  virtue  of  which  he  had 
<c  full  Power  and  jurifdiction  over  all  the  Spa- 
cc  niards,  both  Officers  and  others,  who  fhould 
u  arrive  upon  thofe  Coafts :   And  that  there- 
€t  fore,  before  his  Ignorance  and  Misinformation 
**  fhould  engage  him  to  take  any  farther  falfc 
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"  Steps,  he  had  refolved  to  direct  his  March 
"  to  Zempoala,  with  Part  of  his  Forces,  to 
"  difpofe  thofe  Spaniards  to  return  to  their 
"  Ships;  and  that  he  would  make  them  icri- 
"  fible,  that  they  were  now  to  reipect  the 
"  Subjects  of  the  Mexican  Empire  as  a  Pco- 
"  pie  under  the  Protection  of  the  King  of 
cc  Spain:  That  he  would  immediately  put 
"  this  in  Execution ;  the  principal  Motive  of 
"  haftening  his  Departure  being  the  juft  Coiv 
<c  fideration  of  preventing  them  from  approach- 
<c  ing  his  Court,  that  Army  being  competed 
"  of  Men  too  little  difciplin'd  to  be  admitted 
<c  into  his  Neighbourhood,  without  running 
<c  the  Hazard  of  occafioning  fome  Difturbance 
ic  amongft  his  Vaffals." 

After  this  Manner  Cortes  endeavoured, 
as  well  as  he  could,  to  intereft  that  Prince  in 
his.Refolution;  and  Motezuma,  who  already 
knew  the  Vexations  of  which  the  Zempoalans 
complained,  commended  hisDefign;  holding 
it  expedient,  that  he  fhould  endeavour  to  keep 
at  aDiftance  from  the  Court,  Troops  guilty  of 
fuch  violent  and  irregular  Proceedings :  But  it 
appeared  to  him  as  an  Act  of  Temerity  in  Cor- 
tesy  that  fince  thofe  Spaniards  had  already 
declared-  themfelves  his  Enemies,  and  were  io 
difproportionately  fuperior  to  him  in  Force, 
he  fnould  expoie  himfelf  to  the  Hazard  of  be- 
ing not  regarded  and  deftroyed  by  them.  He 
offered  to  furnilh  him  with  an  Army  that 
fhould  fupport  him,  the  Leaders  whereof  fhould 
be  under  his  Command,  and  intirely  at  his 
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Devotion,  fince  he  would  give  them  ftrict  Or- 
ders to  refpeft  and  obey  hint  as  they  would  do 
himfelf  if  he  went  in  Perfon:  A  Point  which 
he  repeated,  and  with  many  Instances  earncftly 
infifted  upon,  by  which  he  gave  convincing 
Proofs  of  his  Sincerity  and  Affection,  with- 
out any  Mixture  of  Fallacy  or  Affectation. 
Hernan  Cortes  thank'd  him  for.his  Offer,  but 
excufed  himfelf  from  accepting  it  5  for  in 
Reality  he  placed  but  a  {lender  Confidence  in 
the  Mexicans j  neither  did  he  care  to  run  the 
Hazard  of  admitting  Auxiliary  Forces  which 
might  command  him ;  as  one  who  well  knew 
how  embarrafllng  it  was  in  Actions  of  War, 
to  have  at  once  the  Front  engaged  and  the 
Flanks  expofed. 

The  Motives  of  his  Journey  being  after  this 
Manner  foftened,  he  next  employed  his  whole 
Care  in  the  neceflary  Preparations  for  his  let- 
ting out,  refolving  to  make  ufe  of  the  Intel- 
ligence he  had  with  the  Soldiers  of  Narvaez, 
before  this  latter  fhould  take  the  Field,  He 
determined  to  leave  in  Mexico  Eighty  Spa- 
niards under  the  Command  of  Tedro  de 
Alvarado,  which  in  the  Opinion  of  all  was 
moft  prudently  refolved  :  becaufe  that  Officer 
was  highly  in  Motezumas  Favour,  and  beitdes 
his  being  a  Gentleman  of  great  Courage  and 
good  Senfe,  had  the  Advantage  of  being  an  ac- 
complifhed  Courtier,  and  was  naturally  of  a 
free  engaging  Behaviour ;  (o  that  with  all  the 
Refolution  that  was  neceflary  to  overcome  the 
greateft  Difficulties>    he  could  likewife  have 
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Recourfe  to  Policy  when  he  found  Strength 
was  not  fufficient.  The  General  gave  him  in 
Charge,  "  That  he  fhould  do  his  utmoft  to 
"  keep  Motezuma  in  that  Kind  of  Liberty 
"  which  might  make  him  infenfible  of  his 
"  Confinement,  and  fhould  prevent,  as  much 
"  as  poffible,  his  having  any  long  Confc- 
'"  rences  with  the  Mexicans"  He  left  under 
his  Care  all  the  Treafure,  as  well  that  belong- 
ing to  the  King  his  Sovereign,  as  to  particular 
Perfons;  and  above  all  he  made  him  fenfiblc, 
"  how  much  it  imported  to  keep  that  Part 
"  .of  his  Forces  in  the  Mexican  Court,  and 
"  that  Prince  at  his  Devotion;  that  being  the 
<c  Point  to  which  he  ou^ht  to  direct  all  his 
"  Aftions,  as  the  Foundation  of  their  Common 
cc  Security." 

To  the  Soldiers  he  gave  Orders,  "  That 
iC  they  fhould  obey  their  Captain,  and  fcrve, 
"  and  refped  Motezuma  with  greater  Dili- 
gence, Circumfpeclion,  and  Submiilion than 
ever;  and  that  they  fhould  be  careful  of 
maintaining  an  amicable  Correfpondence 
"  with  thole  of  his  Family  and  Court :"  Ex- 
horting them,  for  their  own  Security,  to  Union 
among  themfelves,  and  Civility  towards  others. 
He  difpatched  a  Courier  to  Gonzalo  de  San- 
dovaly  with  Orders,  "  That  he  fhould  march 
"  out  to  meet  him,  or,  with  the  Spaniards 
€C  under  his  Command,  wait  his  Coming  at 
u  the  Place  where  he  proposed  to  halt,  leave- 
u  ing  the  Fortrefs  oiVera-Cruz  to  the  Care 
"  of  the  Confederate  Indians-"    which,    in 

Effect, 
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EfFed,  was  little  lefs  than  abandoning  it     But 
it  was  now  Time  to  think  of  dividing  his 
forces,  neither  would  that  Fortification,  which 
was  built  only  to  keep  off  the  Indians,  be 
capable  of  refifting  the  Spaniards  if  they  had 
a  mind  to  attack  it.     He  took  Care  of  what 
Provifions  were  neceffary,  that  he  might  not 
have  them  to  feek,   or  be  forced  to  extort 
them  from  the  Peafants.     He  procured  a  Body 
of  Indians  of  Burthen,  who  were  to  carry  the 
Baggage;  and  the  next  Day  being  fix'd  upon 
for  the  March,    he  ordered  High-Mafs  to  be 
Celebrated,  whereat  he  commanded,  that  all  the 
Soldiers  Ihould  be  prcfent,  in  order  to  recom- 
fnend  to  God  the  good  Succefs  of  their  Enter- 
terprife;  protecting  before  the  Altar,  "   That 
<c  he  defired  nothing  but  to  do  Service  to 
*  God  and  his  King,  which  in  that  Juncture 
<c  were  infeperable:   That  he  went  without 
"  Hatred,  or  Ambition,  having  his  Duty  only 
"  in  view,  and  was  affured  that  the  Juftice  of 
"  his  Caufe  would  plead  for  him  before  God 
a  and  Man." 

He  next  went  to  take  his  Leave  of  Mote- 
Ztima,  and  earncftly  requefted  him,  "  That 
n  he  would  protect  that  fmall  Number  of 
"  Spaniards,  he  had  left  With  him,  and  would 
be  pleafed  not  to  abandon  them  upon  any 
c  Account  wharfoever;  for  the  leaft  Change 
or  Diminution  of  his  Favour  towards  them, 
if  obferved  by  his  Subjects,  might  occafton 
great  Inconveniencies,  which  would  require 
extraordinary  Remedies  5  and  that  he  Ihould' 
Vol.  II.  G  "  be 
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"  be  very  forry  to  find  himfelf,  at  his  Return, 
"  oblig'd  to  approach  that  Perfon  complain- 
"  ing,  from  whofc  Pretence  he  departed  fo 
"  well  fatisfyU  "     To  which  he  added,  "  That 
"  Tedro  de  Alvarado  was  left  to  reprefent  his 
"  Perfon  >  and  that  as  he  had  transferred  to  him 
"  the  Prerogatives  belonging  to  the  Character 
"  of  Embaffador,  during  his  Abfence,  he  had 
"  likewife  bound  him  under  the  fame  Obli- 
"  gation  to  do  every  Thing  that  mould  be  for 
"  his  Majefty's  Service  5  and  that  he  did  not 
"  doubt  but  he  ihould  return  very  fpeedily  to 
<c  his  Prefence,  free  from  all  thefe  Perplexities, 
cc  to  receive  his  Orders,  prepare  for  his  Voy- 
cc  age,  and  carry  to  the  Emperor  his  Sovereign, 
u  together  with  his  Majefty's  magnificent  Pre- 
<c  fents,  the  News  of  his  Friendlhip  and  Con- 
<€  federacy,  which  would  be  to  him  the  Jewel 
a  of  far  greater  Value  than  all." 

Motezuma  again  began  to  exprefs  his 
Concern,  that  he  fhould  let  out  with  fo  un- 
equal a  Force,  and  intreated  him,  "  That  if 
"  there  was  no  other  Way  to  decide  the  Dif- 
"  pute  but  by  Arms,  he  would  endeavour  to 
"  delay  the  coming  to  an  open  Rupture  till  the 
iC  Arrival  of  the  Mexican  Succours,  which  he 
"  would  not  fail  to  get  ready,  in  what  Num- 
"  ber  he  defir'd.     He  gave  him  his  Word  not 
"  to  forfake  the  Spaniards  which  he  left  with 
iC  Tedro  de  Alvarado,  nor  change  his  Habita-. 
"  tion   during   his    Abfence."     Antonio  de 
Herrera  adds,  That  he  accompany 'd  him  a 
good  Way  out  of  Town  with  his  whole  Re- 
tinue 
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tinue  of  Courtiers  5  but  malicioufly  attributes 
this  Refped  not  to  any  real  Friendfhip,  but  to 
the  earned  Defirc  he  had  to  fee  himiclf  freed 
from  the  Spaniards,  fuppofing  him  to  be  al- 
ready difaffected  to  Hernan  Cortes  and  his  Fol- 
lowers, and  glad  to  get  rid  of  them  at  any  Rate. 
What  appears  is,  that  he  punctually  kept  his 
Promife,  continuing  in  the  fame  Lodging,  and 
in  the  fame  Benevolence  towards  the  Spani- 
ards, notwithftanding  great  Difturbances  hap- 
pened, all  which  he  might  have  remedied  by 
returning  to  his  own  Palace.  And  in  his  whole 
Procedure,  as  well  in  what  he  did  in  the  Dc~ 
fence  of  thofe  Spaniards  who  were  near  his 
Perfon,  as  in  what  he  left  unattemped  againft 
the  reft  in  that  Difunion  of  their  Forces,  it  is 
evidently  demonftrable,  that  he  cannot  be  juftly 
charg'd  with  the  leaft  Double-Dealing,  or  any 
Alteration  in  his  Intentions.  It  is  true,  that 
at  laft  he  began  to  wifh  they  were  gone^  be- 
|  eaule  the  Quiet  of  his  whole  Realm  abfolutely 
requir'd  it  5  but  he  never  once  refolv'd  to  break 
with  them,  nor  ever  forgot  the  Royal  Safe- 
Guard  under  the  Protection  of  which  they  re- 
sided at  his  Court.  And  tho*  fuch  Confidera- 
tions  feem  to  belong  to  a  lefs  barbarous  Prince., 
and  were  little  anfwerable  to  the  Chafaftcr  of 
Motezuma,yct  fo  total  a  Change  of  this  Indians 
Temper  was  one  of  the  Miracles  which  God 
wrought  to  facilitate  the  Conqueft  :  For  the 
extraordinary  Affection  and  refpeftful  Feaf 
which  he  always  had  for  Cortes,  were  fo  di~ 
teftly  oppoftte  to  his  unbounded  Pride,*  and 
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fo  contrary  to  his  Nature,  that  they  may  very 
well  be  imputed  to  a  Divine  Infpiration. 

CHAP.     VIII. 

Hernan  Cortes  direffs  his  March  towards 
Zempoala.  Is  difappointed  of  the  Suc- 
cours which  he  expected  from  Tlafcala. 
Continues  his  March  sis  far  as  Matalequita ; 
from  whence  he  again  makes  Overtures  of 
Peace,  and,  with  new  'Provocation,  de- 
clares IVar. 

THEY  began  their  March,  following  the 
Road  of  Cholula  with  all  the  Caution 
and  Care  which  the  Security  of  the  Army  re- 
quir'd,  and  which  Cuftom  had  now  made  eafy 
to  the  Soldiers,  by  long  Experience  grown  per- 
fect in  the  Art  of  War,  inur'd  to  the  Hardfhips 
which  attend  it.,  and  accuftom'd  to  obey  with- 
out Murmuring  or  Difputing.  They  were  re- 
cdv'd  in  that  City  with  a  chearful  Welcome ; 
the  fervile  Dread  with  which  thefe  People 
firft  paid  their  Obedience,  being  now  con- 
verted into  an  unfeigned  affectionate  Venera- 
tion for  their  Conquerors.  From  thence  they 
pafs'd  on  to  Tlafcala,  and  half  a  League  from 
that  City  they  found  a  fplendid  Appearance  of 
the  Nobility,  and  the  whole  Senate.  The  En- 
trance was  celebrated  with  creat  Dcmonftra-  , 
tions  of  joy,  anfwcrable  to  the  frefh  Lawrels 

with 
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with  which  the  Spaniards  return'd,  after  have- 
ing  depriv'd  Motezuma  of  his  Liberty,  and 
fomewhat  abated  the  exorbitant  Pride  of  the 
Mexicans.     A  Circumftance  which  increased 
their  Applaufcs,  and  greatly  bettered  the  Treat- 
ment of  the  Army.     The  Senate  immediately 
went  to  deliberate  upon  the  Anfwcr  which 
they  were  to  give  to  Hernan  Cortes,  concern 
ing  the  Auxiliary  Forces  he  had  defir'd  of  the 
Republick.     And  here  we  find  another  Dirt 
agreement  of  our  Authors,  a  Misfortune  which 
too  frequently  occurs  in  the  Accounts  of  trie 
Indies ',  obliging  us  fomctimes  to  embrace  that 
which  has  the  Appearance  of  Probability,  and 
very  often  to  be  at  abundance  of  Trouble  to 
fearch  for  what  is  only  pollible.     BernalTtiaz 
fays,  That  he  demanded  Four  Thoufand  Men, 
and  that  they  gave  him  a  Refufal,  with  the  Pre- 
tence, That  their  Soldiers  durft  not  take  up 
Arms  againft  the  Spaniards,  for  that  they  found 
thcmfclves  incapable  of  refilling  the  Horfes  and 
Fire- Arms.     And  Antonio  de  Herrera  affirms, 
That  they  gave  Six  Thoufand  effective  Men, 
and  orfer'd  him  a  greater  Number  ;   adding, 
that  the  Six  Thoufand  were  actually  incorpo- 
rated amongft  the  Spanijh  Companies,  and  that 
at  Three  Leagues  Diftance  from  their  City  they 
turn'd  back,  as  not  being  accuilonVd  to  fight  far 
from  their  own  Confines.     But  be  it  as  it  will, 
(for  it  is  not  of  any  Importance,  nor  can  we 
pretend  to  rectify  every  Error)  it  is  very  cer- 
tain, that  the  Tlafcalans  did  not  appear  upon 
this  Occafion.    Hernan  Cortes  demanded  their 
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Militia  more  to  make  a  Noife  and  Shew  with 
Narvaezy  than  that  he  much  confided  in  their 
Arms,  or  depended  on  their  Service  againft  the 
Spaniards.     But  it  is  likewife  certain,  that  he 
parted  from  that  City  without  Complaint  or 
Diftruft  of  the  Tlafcalans  5  for  he  fought  them 
afterwards,  and  found  them  always  ready  when 
he  had  any  Occafion  for  their  Service  againft 
other  Indians?  in  which  Engagements  they 
were  valiant  and  refolute,  as  appears  by  their 
having  always  prcferv  d  their  Liberty  in  Spite 
of  the  whole  Power  of  the  Mexican  Emperor, 
fo  near  his  Capital  City  5  and  that  under  the 
Reign  of  a  Prince  who  center  a  his  greateft 
Vanity  in  the  Renown  of  being  calFd  a  Con- 


queror. 


The  Army  ftay'd  but  a  fhort  Time  in  Tlaf- 
cala,  and,  haftening  their  March,  they  pafs'd 
on  to  Mat  ale  quit  a  7  a  Town  of  Indian  Friends, 
diftant  Twelve  Leagues  from  Zempoala,  where, 
almoft  at  the  fame  Inftant,  arriv'd  Gonzalo  de 
Sandoval,  with  the  Troops  under  his  Com- 
mand, and  Seven  Soldiers  more,  who,  the  Day 
after  the  Imprifonment  of  the  Auditor  Lucas 
Vafqttez  de  Ayllony  had  from  the  Army  pafs'd 
to  Vera-CruZy  as  from  that  Action  having  a 
vSufpicion  of  the  Party  they  were  engaged  in. 
From  thofe  Spaniards  Cortes  was  informed  of 
all  that  was  tranfafted  in  his  Enemy's  Quarters, 
and  Sandoval  gave  him  yet  frefher  Accounts : 
For  before  letting  out,  he  had  found  Means  to 
introduce  into  Zetnpoala  Two  Spanifli  Sol- 
£s,  who  mod  artfully  imitated  the  Behaviour 
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and  Gefture  of  the  Indians ',  nor  were  they  very 
much  unlike  them  in  their  Complexion :  Thefe 
Men  voluntarily  and  chearfully  ftripp'd  them- 
felves,  and  concealing  their  Nakednefs  with 
the  barbarous  Cloathing  of  that  Country,  early 
in  the  Morning  enter'd  into  Zempoala,  with 
each  a  Basket  of  Fruit  upon  his  Head,  and  place- 
ing  themfelves  amongft  the  reft  of  thofc  who 
fold  that  Sort  of  Provision,  trucked  their  Fruit 
for  Glafs,  and  fo  dexterous  were  they  in  feign- 
ing the  Eagernefs  after  Trifles,  and  the  Simpli- 
city of  the  Native  Peafants,  that  no  one  re- 
garded them ;  fo  that  they  went  all  about  the 
Town,  and  cfcap'd  in  Safety  with  what  Intelli- 
gence they  had  got :  But  not  contented  with 
this,  they  refolv'd  to  bring  Proof  of  what  Sort 
of  Watch  this  Army  kept  in  the  Night,  and  re- 
turned a  Second  Time,  with  each  of  them  a 
Load  of  Grafs,  amongft  fome  Indians  who  had 
been  out  a  Forraging  5  and  did  not  only  dif- 
covcr  the  Enemy's  little  Vigilance  in  their 
Quarters,  but  confirm'd  it  by  bringing  off  to 
Vera-Cruz,  a  Horfe  which  they  had  the  Ad- 
drefs  to  convey  away  from  the  very  Parade, 
without  meeting  with  the  leaft  Oppofitions 
and  it  happen  d  to  belong  to  Captain  Salva- 
tierra,  one  of  the  moll  zealous  in  cxafperating 
Narvaez  againft  Hernan  Cortes :  A  Circum- 
ftancc  which  made  the  Prize  much  more  valu- 
able.    Thefe  Two  Soldiers,   notwithftanding 
they  performed,  upon  this  Occafion,  all  that 
could  be  expc&cd  from  Induftry  and  undaunted 
Refolution,  yet  their  Names  arc  unfortunately 
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and  unjuftly  concealed,  in  the  Relation  of  an, 
Enterpnze  lb  well  executed,  and  in  a  Hiftory 
wherein  we  find,  at  every  Step,  Actions  of  far 
lefs  Moment  regifter'd  as  Honours  to  the  Name 
of  the  Performers; 

Cortes  founded  a  great  Part  of  his  Hopes 
upon  the  fmall  Skill  and  Experience  the  oppo- 
ftte  Party  had  in  Military  Affairs  3  and  the  Neg- 
ligence with  which  Tawphilo  de  Narvaez 
governed  the  Troops  under  his  Conduct,  fur- 
nifh'd  his  Imagination  with  various  Defigns  : 
This  Negligence  proceeded,  as  Cortes  very 
well  knew,  from  the  Contempt  in  which  that 
General  held  the  inferior  Force  of  the  Mexi- 
can-Spaniards s  nor  was  he  at  all  difpleas'dat 
it,  fince  it  caus'd  in  the  Enemy's  Army,  a  Se- 
curity fo  favourable  to  his  Defigns,  and  which 
feem'd  to  fight  for  him  :  Nor  was  he  out  in  that 
Manner  of  arguing  ;  it  being  evident,  that  Se- 
curity is  an  utter  Enemy  to  all  Precaution,  and 
has  occafion'd  the  Ruin  of  many  a  Comman- 
der. It  ought  to  be  rcckon'd  amongft  the 
greateft  Dangers  of  War  ;  for,  generally  ipcak- 
ing,  when  Two  Armies  come  to  mcafure  their 
Strength,  the  defpis'd  Enemy  gets  the  better. 

In  the  mean  while  Cortes  was  not  idle  ;  and 
tho'he  prelVd  his  Competitor  with  repeated 
Inftances  to  accommodate  their  Difference  in 
an  amicable  Way,  as  wifely  confidering  that 
Propofals  of  Peace  ought  to  precede  the  Rup- 
ture on  his  Side,  yet  he  made  all  neceflary 
Preparations  for  War.  He  muftcr'd  his  Men, 
and  found  he  had  Two  Hundred  Seventy  Six 
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Spaniards,  including  the  Officers,  and  thofe 
who  came  from  Vera-Cruz  with  Gonzalo  de 
Sandoval,  without  reckoning  the  Indians  of 
Burthen  he  had  to  carry  the  Baggage.     After 
this  he  difpatch'd  Father  Bartolome  de  01- 
medo  a  fecond  Time,  to  make  his  ultimate 
Efforts  for  the  adjufting  of  all  Matters  in  Dif- 
pute  >  but  it  was  not  long  before  that  Eccle- 
fiaftick  fent  him  Advice  of  the  fmall  Succefs  of 
his  Ncgociation.     But  Cortes  defiring  ftill  to 
do  fomething  more  in  order  to  juftify  himfelf, 
and  to  gain  Time  till  the  Two  Thoufand  In- 
dians which  he  expe&ed  from  Chinantla  were 
arriv'd,  he  refolv'd  to  fend  Captain  Juan  Ve- 
lajquez  de  Leony  as  believing,  that  his  Autho- 
rity, and  near  Relation  to  'iDiego  Velafquezy 
might  make  his  Mediation  better  accepted.    He 
had  experienced  the  Fidelity  of  this  Captain, 
who  a  few  Days  before  had  made  him  repeated 
Troteftations  of  dying  by  his  Side,  if  there  was 
Occafion,  and  had  put  into  his  Hands  a  Letter 
fent  him  by  Narvaez,  wherein  he  made  him 
very  advantageous  Offers,  if  he  would  efpoufe 
his  Intereft.     And  to  this  noble  and  ingenuous 
Procedure  Cortes  made  a  Return,  by  confiding 
to  his  Management  Co  important  and  delicate 
a  Negociation. 

It  was  generally  believ'd,  when  he  arriv'd  at 
Zempoala,  that  he  came  determined  to  follow 
the  Banners  of  his  Kinfman  "Diego  Velafquez  y 
and  Narvaezy  with  a  numerous  Retinue,  went 
out  to  receive  him :  But  when  he  began  to  un- 
iderftaud  his  Commiflion, .  and  found  he  was 
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deavouring  to  juftify  and  fupport  the  Caufe  of 
Cortes^  he  broke  off  the  Difcourfe,  and  with 
fome  Paffion  abruptly  left  him,  thoJ  not  alto- 
gether without  Hopes  of  reducing  him ;  for  be- 
fore he  renewed  the  Converfation  with  him, 
he  gave  Orders  to  mufter  his  whole  Army  in 
his  Prefence,  defiring,  in  Appearance,  either 
to  terrify  or  convince  him  with  this  vain  Often- 
tation  of  his  Strength.  Some  advis'd  Nar- 
*uae&  to  fecure  his  Perfon ;  but  that  he  durft 
not  attempt,  by  Reafon  that  Gentleman  had 
many  Friends  in  the  Army ;  on  the  contrary 
he  invited  him  to  Dinner  the  Day  following, 
as  he  likewife  did  all  the  Officers  who  were 
his  greateft  Friends,  and  in  whom  he  moft  con- 
fided, to  affift  him  in  his  Endeavours  to  bring 
that  Captain  over  to  his  Party.  The  Begin- 
ning of  the  Converfation  was  all  Civility  and 
Compliments :  But  amidft  their  Mirth,  and 
the  Liberties  of  the  Feaft,  there  began  foon 
after  fome  Ralleries  to  be  introduced  againft 
Cortes.  And  notwithftanding  Captain  Juan 
Velafquez  for  fonic  Time  endeavoured  to  dif- 
femble  his  Uneafmefs,  that  he  might  not  ruin 
the  Negociation  he  was  intruded  with ;  yet, 
when  they  came  to  indecent  Expreffions,  and 
utter'd  injurious  Invc&ives  againft  Cortes ,  he 
could  no  longer  contain  himfelf,  but  faid  aloud 
with  fome  Warmth  $  "  That  they  fhould  enter 
"  upon  fome  other  Difcourfc,  and  not  be- 
cc  fore  a  Man  like  him,  fpeak  ill  of  his  ab- 
"  lent  General;"  adding,  "That  whofoever 
"  amongft  them  all,  did  not  eftecm  both  Her- 
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"  nan  Cortes ',  and  every  one  of  his  Followers 
"  for  good  and  loyal  Sub j  efts  to  the  King  of 
"  Spain,  if  he  would  fay  it  before  fewer  Wit- 
"  ncflcs,  he  would  undeceive  him  after  what 
"  Manner  he  pleas'd."     They  were  allfilcnt, 
and  Tarnphilo  de  Narvaez  was  likewife  very 
much  embarrafs'd  about  the  Return  of  an  An- 
fwer :  But  a  young  Captain,  a  near  Kinfman 
of  T>iego  VelafqueZy  and  of  his  own  Name, 
took  upon  him  to  tell  him,  "  That  none  was 
"  w orthy  either  of  being  of  the  Blood,  or  of 
"  bearing  the  Name  of  Velafquez,  who  fo 
"  ftrenuoufly  maintain d  a  Traytor's  Caufe." 
To  which  Juan  Velafquez  anfwer'd  by  giving 
him  the  Lye,  and  drew  his  Sword  with  fo  de- 
termin'd  a  Refolution  to  chaftife  his  Infolence, 
that  they  had  all  of  them  fufficient  Trouble  to 
pacify  him  and  prevent  Mifchief:  In  fliort,  they 
defir'd  him  to  return  to  the  Camp  of  Cortes y 
to  avoid  the  Inconvcniencies  which  his  (laying 
there  might  produce.     He  inftantly   did  fo, 
taking  with  him  Father  Bartolome  de  Olmedo, 
and  let  fall  fome  Words  at  Parting  intimating 
Revenge,   and  which  feem'd  to  threaten  an 
open  Rupture. 

Some  of  the  Officers  were  much  diffatis- 
fy'd  that  Narvaez  had  fuffer'd  him  to  depart 
without  making  up  the  Quarrel  between  him 
and  his  Kinfman,  in  order  to  hear  his  Propo- 
fal,  that  they  might  have  returned  an  Anfwer, 
good  or  bad,  according  to  what  he  had  in 
Commiflion  to  offer :  They  faid,  "  That  a 
[c  Perfon  of  his  Consideration  and  Authority 
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<c  ought  to  have  been  treated  with  more  Re- 
"  fpett  5  and  that  from  his  Judgment  and  Sin- 
cc  cerity  it  could   not   be  fuppos'd,    that  he 
cc  would  come  with  any  prepofterous  or  unrea- 
tc  fonable  Meffage :  That  the  niceft  Punctilios 
u  of  War  never  went  fo  far  as  to  hinder  the 
lc  Freedom  of  hearing :  Nor  was  it  good  Po- 
IC  licy,  nor  the  right  Way  to  appear  formidable 
"  to  an  Enemy,  to  give  him  Caufe  to  believe 
n  they  fear'd  his  Reafon."     Thefe  Difcourles 
pafs'd  from  the  Officers  to  the  Soldiers,  who 
were  fo  fenfiblc  of  the  unjuftifiable  Procedure 
in  this  War,  that  ^Pamphtlo  de  Narvaez,  was 
obliged,  in  order  to  quiet  them,  to  name  a  Per- 
fon,  who,  in  his  own  and  in  the  Names  of  the 
whole  Party,  was  to  excufe  and  apologize  for 
that  Want  of  Civility,  and  to  inquire  of  Cor- 
tes, what  was  the  Subftance  of  Juan  Velaf- 
quez,  de  Leon's  Commiffion  ;  and  for  this  Pur- 
pole  they  unanifhoufly  chofethe  Secretary  An- 
dres de  ^Duero,   who  having  lefs    Partiality 
againft  Hernan  Cortes,  feem'd  the  fitteft  Per- 
ion  for  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Malccontcnts  ; 
and  upon  Account  of  his  being  withal  a  Do- 
mcftick  Servant  to  "Diego  Velafquez,  might, 
by  thole  who  were  avcrfe  to  an  Accommoda- 
tion, be  better  confided  in  than  any  other. 

Hernan  Cortes,  finding  by  the  Ac- 
count which  Father  Bartolome  de  Olmedo  and 
Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon  had  brought  him, 
that  he  had  made  more  than  lufficient  Ad- 
vances towards  a  Peace,  and  holding  it  now 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  come  to  a  Rupture,  he 
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remov'd  his  Troops,  with  a  Dcfign  of  ap- 
proaching nearer  to  the  Enemy,  and  of  fcizing 
fome  advantageous  Poft  where  he  might  at- 
tend the  Arrival  of  the  Chinantecas,  and  ad 
as  Occafion  fhould  offer. 

He  was  upon  the  March  when  his  Scouts 
came  back  with  Intelligence,  that  the  Secre- 
tary Andres  de  Duero  was  coming  from  Zem- 
poala  y  and  Hernan  Cortes,  not  without  Hopes 
of  fome  favourable  News,  advanced  to  receive 
him  :  They  faluted  each  other  with  equal  De- 
monftrations  of  Affe&ion,  renewing  with  re- 
peated Embraces  their  former  Friendship.  The 
Officers  all  congratulated  his  Arrival  with  great 
Demonftrations  of  Joy  and  Satisfaction;  and 
before  they  came  to  the  immediate  Point  or 
the  Negociation,  Cortes  made  him  feveral  va- 
luable Prefents,  accompany 'd  with  Promiies 
of  much  more.  He  ftay'd  till  the  next  Day, 
after  Dinner,  during  which  Time  they  had  fe- 
veral private  Conferences  with  great  Freedom 
and  Intimacy.  They  difcours'd  of  fome  Me- 
diums, in  order  to  a  Union  between  the  Two 
Parties,  and  were  very  defirous  of  finding  cut 
a  Way  to  reduce  Narvaez,  to  Reafon,  whofe 
Obftinacy  and  untra&able  Temper  was  the  only 
Obftacle  to  the  defir'd  Peace.  Cortes  went 
fo  far  as  to  offer  to  relinquifh  to  his  Compe- 
titor the  Mexican  Expedition,  and  to  go  with 
his  Followers  in  Queft  of  other  Conquefts. 
And  Andres  de  "Duero,  feeing  him  ad  fo  nobly 
and  generoufly  with  his  Enemy,  proposed  an 
Interview  5    not  doubting  but  that  he  misht 

prevail 
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prevail  with  Narvaez  to  give  him  a  Meeting, 
and  that  by  a  perfonal  Conference  between 
thofe  Two  Rivals,  all  their  Difputes  and  Ani- 
mofities  would  be  the  eafier  furmounted. 
Some  fay,  that  he  carry'd  Orders  with  him  to 
make  that  Propofal :  Others,  that  it  was  a 
Thought  of  Cortes ,  but  all  agree,  that  an  In- 
terview was  refolv'd  upon,  and  ad j Lifted,  affoon 
as  Andres  de  'Duero  returned  to  Zempoala  ) 
by  whofe  Care  and  Diligence  an  authentick 
Agreement  was  made,  affigning  the  Hour  and 
Place  where  the  Conference  was  to  be  held ; 
each  giving  Aflurance,  under  his  Hand,  that 
he  would  come  to  the  Place  appointed,  accom- 
panied with  only  Ten  Friends,  who  were  to 
ferve  as  Witneffes  to  whatever  fhould  be  faid, 
tranfadted,  or  agreed  upon. 

But  at  the  very  Time  while  Hernan  Cortes 
was  preparing  himfelf  to  obferve  with  all 
Pun&uality,  on  his  Part,  the  Conditions  of 
that  Agreement,  Andres  de  ¥)uero  gave  him 
private  Notice,  That  Nar-vaez  had  refolv'd  to 
lay  an  Ambufh,  with  a  Defign  to  take  or  kill 
him ;  which  being  likewife  confirmed  by  others 
of  his  Friends,  he  was  io  flung,  that  he  wrote 
to  Narvaez,  giving  him  to  understand, 
u  That  he  had  difcovered  his  bafe  unmanlike 
"  Treachery,  and  that  from  that  Moment  he 
<c  renounce!  all  Thoughts  of  Accommodation, 
cf  remittins;  his  farther  Satisfaction  to  the  De- 
"  cifion  of  the  Sword/'  Had  it  not  been  for 
this  timely  Advice,  his  Credulity  and  fincere 
Manner  of  Proceeding  would  have  hurry'd 

him 
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:  him  blindly  into  the  Hands  of  his  implacable 

Enemy  ;  and  he  was  fcarce  capable  of  juftify- 

ing  himfelf  to  his  own  People,  for  this  Want 

!  of  Caution,  or  precipitate  Confidence,  intruft- 

.  ing  to  Narvaez  after  fo  many  repeated  Proofs 

of  his  finifter  Intentions.     But  neverthelefs  he 

;  cannot  juftly  be  accused  of  having  afted  the 

\  Part  of  an  imprudent  Commander  in  putting 

j  that  Confidence  in  his  Competitor's  Word ; 

j  fince,  upon  fuch  Occafions,  Breach  of  Faith  is 

\  a  Villainy  of -fo  black  and  infamous  a  Nature, 

j  that  an  Enemy  ought  never  to  be  fufpefted  of 

it :  For  fuch  perfidious  Wiles  as  thofe  are  not 

to  be  allowed  a  Place  among  the  Stratagems  of 

War  5  nor  are  Treacheries  and  Deceits  which 

leave  a  Stain  upon  the  Honour  of  thofe  who 

commit  them,  ever  to  be  excufed  even  in  the 

moft  inveterate  and  rigorous  War. 


CHAP.    IX. 

jfteman  Cortes  continues  his  March  till  with- 
in a  League  of  Zempoala.  Pamphilo  de 
Narvaez  takes  the  Field  with  his  Troops, 
Is  obligd  to  retire  by  the  Badnefs  of  the 
Weather.  Cortes  refolves  to  attack  him 
in  his  Quarters. 

HErnanCortes  was  rather  animated, 
than  incens'd  at  this  frefli  Inftance  of 
his  Competitor's  Brutality.  An  Enemy  capable 
pf  fuch  bafe  groveling  Thoughts  appear'd  un- 
worthy 
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worthy  of  his  Apprehcnfions ;  and  he  believ'd 
that  one  who  had  endeavoured   to  fecure  ai 
Victory  at  the  Expence  of  his  own  Honour 
and  Reputation,   could  never  have  any  great 
Dependance  either  upon  himfelf  or  his  Parti- 
fans.     He  purfu'd  his  March  with  more  than 
ordinary  Diligence  and  Expedition,  not  that  he 
had  abiblutely  determined  upon  the  Meafures 
he  was  to  take,  but  having  his  Heart  full  of 
Hopes,  he  was  fpurrd  on  by  a  certain  Confi- 
dence which  feldom  fails  to  be  the  Forerunner 
of  Succefs.     He    took   his  Station  within   a 
League  of  Zempoalay  in  a  Place  where  his 
Front  was  defended  by  a  River,  call'd  the  Ri- 
ver of  Canoasy  and  his  Rear  by  the  Neigh- 
bourhood of  fcra-Cruz.     He  found  here  fome 
Cottages,  fufficiently  commodious  to  quarter 
his  People  and  to  refrefh  them  after  what  they 
had  fuffer'd  from  the  fcorching  Heat  of  the 
Sun,  and  the  Fatigues  of  that  tedious  March. 
He  ordered  fome  Scouts  to  pafs  on  the  other 
Side  of  the  River,  where  he  likewife  polled 
Centinels;  and  giving  the  firft  Hours  to  th<? 
Repofe  of  his  Soldiers,  he  deferr'd  confulting 
with  his  Officers  what  Meafures  were  to  be 
taken,  till  he  fhould  receive  Intelligence  from 
the  Enemies  Army,  in  which  he  had  gaiiVd 
fome  Friends,  and  believ'd,  that  when  Oppor- 
tunity offered,  all  who  had  a  Diflike  to  this 
War  would  efpoufe  his  Intereft  5  which  Sup- 
pofition,  and  the  fmall  Experience  and  Capa- 
city of  Narvaez7    gave   him  fufficient  En- 
couragement to  venture  fo  near  Zempoala, 

without 
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without  the  Imputation  of  Imprudence  or  Te- 
merity. 

Narvaez  had  Information  of  the  Place 
where  his  Enemy  was  lodg'd  $  and  with  more 
Hurry  and  Precipitation  than  Condud  and  Cir- 
eumfpeftion,  and  with  a  Hafte  which  appeared 
very  like  Confufion,  he  drew  out  his  Troops 
into  the  Field,  where  he  immediately  order'd 
the  War  to  be  proclaim'd,  as  if  it  had  not  al- 
ready been  fufficiently  publifh'd.  He  aflign'd 
a  Reward  of  Two  Thoufand  Pieces  of  Eight 
to  any  who  fhould  bring  -him  the  Head  of  'Cor- 
tes, and  a  lefler  Price  for  thofe  of  Gonzalo  de 
Sandoval,  and  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon.  He 
ifliied  out  feveral  Orders  at  once,  never  forget- 
ting to  exprefs  his  Inveteracy,  and  ft  ill  mixing 
Threats  with  all  he  fpoke,  and  every  Thing 
he  did  fhew'd  a  great  Contempt  of  his  Enemy, 
but  ftili  with  fome  Appearances  of  Dread. 
His  Troops  being  at  laft  ranged  in  Order,  not 
by  any  Difpofition  of  his,  but  by  that  of  the 
Officers,  who  did  their  Duty  without  much 
minding  what  he  faid,  he  march'd  about  a 
Quarter  of  a  League  at  the  Head  of  his  Army^, 
being  determined  to  halt  and  wait  for  Cortes 
in  the  open  Field  5  foolifhly  perfuading  him- 
felf,  that  he  had  fo  little  judgment  as  to  attack 
him  in  a  Place  where  he  might  make  all  the 
Advantage  of  the  great  Superiority  of  his 
Numbers.  Obftinately  pcrfifting  in  that  vain 
Credulity,  he  continued  in  that  Poft  the  whole 
Day,  wafting  his  Time,  and  deceiving  himfelf 
with  vain  Imaginations.     He  had  already  diftri- 

Vol.  IL  H  butci 
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buted  amongft  his  Soldiers  the  Enemy's  Spoil, 
inriching  his  Captains  with  the  Treafures  of 
Mexico  5  and  talk'd  very  much  of  the  Victory, 
but  little  or  nothing  of  the  Engagement.  But 
as  the  Sun  was  juftupon  fetting,  the  Weather 
grew  extremely  dark  and  cloudy,  and  there 
fell  fo  prodigious  a  Quantity  of  Rain,  that  the 
Soldiers  beftow'd  many  bitter  Curfes  upon 
their  Expedition,  and,  with  loud  Clamours, 
demanded  to  return  to  their  Quarters.  The 
Officers  likewife  foon  grew  as  impatient  as  the 
reft,  and  without  much  Difficulty  prevailed 
with  Narvaez,  who  alfo  had  his  Share  of  the 
general  Uneafinefs  ;  they  being  all  unaccuftom'd 
to  refift  the  Inclemencies  of  fuch  tempeftuous 
Weather,  and  many  of  them  averfe  to  a  War 
which  was  like  to  be  attended  with  fo  many 
Inconveniencies. 

Narvaez  had  a  little  before  receiv'd  In- 
formation, that  Cortes  kept  himfelf  on  the 
other  Side  of  the  River  ;  from  which,  he  rca- 
fonably  enough  conje&ur'd,  that  he  had  no- 
thing to  apprehend  from  the  Enemy  for  that 
Night :  And  as  People  are  generally  very  will- 
ing to  believe  what  they  defire,  they  all  una- 
nimoufly  agreed,  that  it  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  retire,  which  they  did,  in  great  Dis- 
order, running  to  feck  for  Shelter,  more  like 
Men  flying  before  an  Enemy,  than  like  Sol- 
diers upon  a  March. 

Narvaez  would  not  differ  his  Forces  to 
feparate  that  Night  ;  rather  becaufe  he  defign  d 
to  take  the  Field  early  in  the  Morning,  than  for 

any 
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any  Jealoufy  he  had  of  Cortes,  notwithftand- 
ing  he  affe&ed  the  Vigilance  and  Care  which  a 
General  ought  to  have  when  an  Enemy  is  fo 
near  him.  They  all  lodg'd  themfelves  in  the 
principal  Temple  of  the  City,  which  confided 
of  Three  Towers,  or  Chapels*  at  a  fmall  Di- 
ftance  from  each  other,  featcd  on  an  Emi- 
nence, fufficiently  capacious,  to  which  they 
went  up  by  many  ill-contriv'd  Steps,  the  Steep- 
fiefs  and  Difficulty  of  whole  Afcent  very  much 
added  to  the  Security  of  the  Height.  On  the 
Top  of  the  Stairs  he  planted  his  Artillery.  For 
himfclf  he  chofe  the  Middle  Tower,  to  which 
he  retir'd  with  fome  Officers,  and  about  One 
Hundred  Soldiers  of  thofe  in  whom  he  molt 
confided  $  and  the  reft  of  his  Troops  he  diftri- 
kmted  in  the  other  Two,  fending  out  fome 
Horfe  to  fcour  the  Neighbourhood,  and  or- 
der'd  Two  Centinels  to  be  polled  at  the  Ave- 
nues 5  and  with  thefe  Precautions,  which,  in 
his  Opinion,  left  nothing  undone  with  re- 
fpefl:  to  good  Difcipline,  he  devoted  the  Re- 
mainder of  the  Night  to  reft  ;  and  fo  far  was 
he  from  imagining  or  furmizing  any  Danger, 
hat  he  gave  himfelf  up  to  Sleep,  without  take- 
ing  any  farther  Care  or  Concern. 

Andres  de  Duero  inftantly  difpatch'd 
away  One  he  confided  in*  and  who  could  go 
out  of  the  Place  unfufpected,  to  inform  Cortes 
oy  Word  of  Mouth  of  their  Return,  and  in 
what  Manner  they  had  difpos'd  themfelves  in 
'heir  Quarters,  rather  to  make  him  eafy  by  this 
friendly  Advice,-  that  he  might  pafs.  the  Nigh: 

H  1  in 
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in  Quiet,  than  to  ftir  him  up  to  new  Defigns. 
But  Cortes  upon  this  Notice  delay'd  but  little 
in  determining  to  lay  hold  of  the  favourable 
Opportunity  which  invited  him.     He  had  ma- 
turely premeditated  all  the  Accidents  which 
might  offer  themfelves  duing  the  Courfe  of 
this  War  ;  and,  asfometimes  a  Man  muft  fhut 
his  Eyes  to  Difficulties,  (which  always  appear 
greateft  at  a  Diftance)  and  there  are  fome  Cafes- 
where  Reafoning  is  an  Enemy  to  Execution, 
he  caird  his  People  together  without  more  De- 
lay, and  put  them  in  Order,  notwithstanding 
the  Tempeft  continued  :  But  his  Soldiers,  al- 
ready inur'd  to  greater  Fatigues,  obcy'd  with- 
out complaining  of  the  Badnefs  of  the  Wea- 
ther, or  inquiring  the  Occafion  of  fo  unfea- 
fonable  and  unexpected  a  Motion  ;  Co  much 
they  depended  upon  the  Prudence  and  good 
Condud  of  their  Leader.     They  pafs'd  the  Ri- 
ver with  the  Water  above  their  Middle,  and 
this  Difficulty  being  overcome,  he  made  them 
a  Short  Speech,  wherein  ne  communicated  to 
them  his  Refolution,  yet  not  refufing  to  hear 
their  Advice.     He  informed  them  with  what 
Confufion  and  Diforder  the  Enemy  had  re- 
tir'd  ;  feeking  to  Shelter  themfelves  in  Quarters 
to  defend  them  againft  the  Rigour  of  the  Night : 
He  likewile  told  them  how  they  were  divided, 
and  the  Manner  how  they  were  distributed  in 
the  Towers  of  the  Temple  :  He  aggravated  the 
Carelcflhefs  and  Security  in  which  they  were, 
and  with  what  Facility  they  might  be  attack'd, 
before  they  could  be  able  to  unite,  or  have 

Room 
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Room  to  draw  up  :  And  perceiving  that  his 
Propofal  was  not  only  approved  but  applauded, 
he  purfued  his  Harangue  with  frefh  Ardour ; 
This  Nighty  my  Friends ',  faid  he,  this  Night, 
Heaven  has  vouchfafd  to  put  into  our 
Hands  the  moft  favourable  Opportunity  that 
<Defire  it/elf  could  frame :  Ton  flail  this 
Night  be  Witneffes  of  the  great  Confidence 
I  repofe  in  your  Courage  j  and  I  miift  inge- 
nuoufly  confefs,  that  it  is  your  known  Va- 
lour alone  which  infpires  me  with  thefe  bold 
Attempts.  A  few  Hours  ago  we  expecfea 
jour  Enemies  here,  with  the  Hopes  of  van- 
quijhing  them  by  the  Advantage  of  this  Ri- 
ver :  Now  we  have  them  fupinely  carelefs 
and  difunited,  the  very  Contempt  with  which 
they  treat  us  fighting  on  our  Side.  From 
the  Jhameful  Impatience  with  which  they 
quitted  the  Field,  flying  from  the  Inclemency 
of  the  Nighty  {a  flight  Inconvenience)  we 
may  readily  gather  what  Ufe  thofe  Men 
will  make  of  that  Eaj'e  which  they  fought 
with  fuch  pufilanimous  JVeaknefs,  and  enjoy 
without  Jealoufy  or  Sufpicion.  Narvaez  has 
but  little  Knowledge  of  the  Niceties  and 
^Punctuality  to  which  the  Chances  of  War 
oblige  Men:  His  Soldiers  are  for  the  mofi 
part  Novices,  people  pick d  lip  in  Haft ey 
who  have  never  feen  any  Service,  and  will 
not  find  it  very  eafy  to  rally  in  the  Qbfcu- 
rity  of  the  Night,  fince  a  little  Matter  will 
put  them  into  'Diforder  in  the  Prefence  of 
the  Sun.    Many  have  been  difoblig'd,  and 
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complain  of  their  Captain's  Conduct ;  nor  are 
there  wanting  fome  who  favour  our  Tarty, 
and  not  a  few  who  hold  this  War  in  'De- 
te  flat  ion ;  and  Arms  feel  heavy  when  they 
move  againfi  Inclination :  But  both  the  one 
and  the  other  muft  be  treated  like  Enemies, 
till  they  declare  themfelves  -,  for  Jkould  they 
overcome  us,  we  flail  be  the  Tray  tors.  Not- 
withftanding  Reafon  and  Juftice  is  on  our 
Side,  yet  in  War  Reafon  is  an  Enemy  to  the 
Negligent,  and  generally  declares  for  the 
Conquerors.  They  come  to  take  from  you  all 
that  you  have  acquifd ;  nor  do  they  afpire 
at  lefs  than  to  be  the  abfolute  Lords  of 
your  Liberties,  Goods,  and  Hopes.  They 
will  call  our  Victories,  theirs :  Theirs  the 
Land  which  you  have  conquer' d  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  your  Blood:  Theirs  the  Glory  of 
your  Heroick  Exploits :  And  the  worfi  of 
all  is,  that  while  they  endeavour  to  tread  on 
our  Necks,  they  feek  to  ruin  the  Service  of 
our  Sovereign,  and  put  a  Stop  to  the  Tro- 
grefs  of  our  Religion  j  for  thofe  will  be  loft 
tf  we  are  vanqtujh'd s  and  notwithstanding 
the  Fault  will  be  theirs,  yet  it  will  be  que- 
ftiond  who  are  the  Guilty.  The  Way  to 
fr event  thefe  Evils  is  to  behave  your/elves 
this  Night  with  your  accuftomd  Intrepi- 
dity :  Jou  are  far  better  able  to  execute  than 
I  am  to  dictate :  Betake  yourfelves  to  your 
Arms,  and  forget  not  your  Cujiom  of  con- 
quering ':  Have  God  a?id  the  King  in  your 
Hearts,    Honour    before  your    Eyes,    and 
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Jirengthen  your  Hands  by  remembering  the 
Jujlice  of  your  Caufe:  I  will  be  your  infe- 
parable  Companion  in  all  the  Danger,  and 
I  lefs  pretend  to  encourage  you  by  my  Words  > 
than  I  do  to  perfuade  you  by  my  Example. 

Their  Minds  were  fo  fir'd  with  this  Speech 
of  Cortes,  that  the  Soldiers  made  prcffing  In- 
ftances  not  to  delay  the  March.  They  all  ac- 
knowledged thejuftnefsof  his  Refolution,  and 
fome  protefted  to  him,  "  That  if  he  once  of- 
"  fer'd  to  think  of  any  Accommodation  with 
"  Narvaez,  they  would  withdraw  their  Obe- 
"  dience:"  Words  of  Men  refolute  and  de- 
termined, which  did  not  found  ill  in  the  Ears 
of  Cortes,  becaufe  they  rather  exprefs'd  Brisk- 
nefs  than  Difrefped.  Without  Lofs  of  Time 
he  form'd  Three  fmall  Bodies  of  his  Men, 
which  were  to  fucceed  each  other  in  the  Af- 
fault.  The  Firft  he  committed  to  the  Charge 
of  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  confiding  of  Sixty 
Men,  in  which  Number  were  comprehended 
the  Captains  Jorge  and  Gonzalo  de  Alvarado, 
Alonfo  Davila,  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon, 
Juan  Nunez  de  Mercado,  and  our  Hiftorian 
Bernal  Diaz  del  Caftillo.  For  Commander 
of  the  Second,  confifting  like  wife  of  Sixty 
Men,  he  nam'd  the  Maejtre  de  Campo,  Chri- 
ftoval  de  Olid,  aflifted  by  Andres  de  Tapia, 
Rodrigo  Rangel,  Juan  Xaramillo,  and  Ber- 
nardino Vafquez  de  Tapia:  Cortes  himfelf 
commanded  the  reft,  with  the  Captains  Diego 
de  Ordaz,  Alonfo  de  Grado,  Chrijfoval,  and 
^lartin  de  Gamboa,  Diego  Tizarro,  and  Do- 
ll ^  rntnKa,. 
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mingo  de  Albuquerque.  The  Difpofition  was, 
"  That  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  with  the  Van- 
"  Guard,  fhould  endeavour  to  overcome  the 
"  firft  Difficulty  of  the  Stairs,  and  hinder  the 
"  Enemy  from  making  Ufe  of  their  Artillery  -, 
"  dividing  his  Men  fo  as  to  interrupt  the  Com- 
*'  munication  of  the  Two  Towers  on  the 
cc  Sides  5  and  taking  great  Care  to  make  his 
"  Soldiers  obfervc  a  profound  Silence.  That 
^  Crijloval  de  Olid,  fhould  mount  immedi- 
ately and  inveft  the  Tower  where  ISfar- 
vaez  was  lodg'd,  and  carry  on  the  Attack 
with  all  the  Vigour  poillble :  That  the  Ge- 
neral himfelf  fhould,  with  thoie  who  fol- 
cc  low'd  him,  take  Care  to  back  them,  and  to 
<c  animate  and  affift  wherefoever  his  Prefence 
<c  was  mod  neccffary  5  and  that  as  foou  as  they 
u  had  given  the  Attack,  the  Drums  fhould  beat, 
"  and  the  other  warlike  Inftruments  fhoul4 
'<  found,  that  (o  unexpe&cd  a  Noife  migh^: 
<c  contribute  to  ftrike  a  Terror  into  the  Enemy, 
iC  and  increafe  their  Cpnfufion." 

Esther  Bartolome  de  Olmedo  then  began 
his  Spiritual  Exhortation,  and  obierving  to 
them,  That  they  were  going  to  fight  for  the 
Caufe  of  God,  difpos'd  them  to  do  what  was 
neceffary  on  their  Part,  in  order  to  merit  his 
Divine  Favour.  There  was  a  Crofs  in  the 
Road,  which  they  thcmfelvcs  had  fix'd  there 
when  they  had  pafs'd  to  Mexico,  before  which 
they  all  fell  down  on  their  Knees,  while  the 
pious  Ecclefiaftick  di&ated  to  them  an  Act  of 
Contrition,  which  with  Voices,    expreffing  a 
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fervent  Zeal,  they  all  pronounc'd  after  him  i 
He  then  order'd  them  to  recite  the  General 
Confeffion  of  Faith;  and  giving  them  his 
Bleffing  and  Abfolution,  he  left  their  Minds 
infpir'd  with  an  Ardour,  which,  tho'  their 
Thoughts  were  before  generous  and  refolute, 
Avas  of  a  fublimer  and  more  refind  Nature ; 
for  the  Quiet  of  a  Mans  Confcience  either  re- 
moves the  Horrors  and  Apprehenfions  of  Dan- 
ger, or  gives  a  nobler  Motive  to  the  Contempt 
of  Death. 

This  Ad  of  Devotion  being  over,  Hernan 
Cortes  put  his  Three  little  Battalions  into  Or- 
der :  He  difpos'd  the  Pikes  and  Fire-Arms  in 
their  proper  Places  5  repeated  to  the  Officers 
their  Inftrudtions,  and  very  particularly  recom- 
mended Silence  to  all :  The  Word  he  gave 
them  was  El  Efpiritu  Santo,  i.  e.  The  Holy 
Ghoft,  it  being  then  Whitfontide.  He  then 
began  his  March,  in  the  fame  Order  they  were 
to  give  the  Affault,  keeping  a  very  flow  Pace, 
that  they  might  not  arrive  tir'd,  and  to  give  the 
more  Time  to  the  Enemy  to  indulge  them- 
feiyes  with  Reft,  intending  to  take  Advantage 
of  their  Security  and  Negligence,  to  overcome 
them  at  lefs  Expence,  without  having  the  lead 
Scruple  for  his  a&ing,  upon  this  Occafion, 
with  lefs  Generofity  than  he  was  wont,  in 
this  Manner  of  furprizing  his  Enemy,  call'd 
by  the  Ancients  the  Malice  of  Generals  and 
Commanders ;  for  all  Stratagems,  which  are 
not  actual  Breach  of  Faith,  arc  lawful  in  the 
Military  Art:  and  the  Preference  between  the 

Conduft 
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Conduft  and  the  Courage  of  a  Soldier  is  dis- 
putable. 


CHAP.    X. 

Hernan  Cortes  arrives  at  Zempoala,  where 
he  finds  Oppojition.  He  obtains  the  Vic- 
tory\  and  takes  Narvaez  Trifoner^  whofe 
Troops  he  obliges  to  ferve  under  his  Ban- 
ner. 

CORTES  had  march'd  fomewhat  more 
than  half  a  League,  when  his  Scouts  re- 
turn'd  with  a  Centinel  of  Nar<vaez>y  whom 
they  had  furpriz'd  and  taken  Prifoner  5  and  in- 
formed him  that  the  other,  his  Companion, 
who  was  a  little  behind,  had  efcap'd  among 
the  Bufhes  3  an  Accident  which  deftroy'd  their 
Suppofition  of  finding  a  fleeping  Enemy.  Up- 
on this  they  held  a  fhort  Confutation  amongft 
the  Officers  5  and  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed, 
That  it  was  wholly  improbable  that  the  Sol- 
dier, in  cafe  he  had  difcoverJd  their  March, 
would  be  fo  bold  as  to  return  by  the  direft 
Road,  but  would  rather  take  a  round-about 
Way  to  avoid  the  Danger.  The  Refult  of  all 
was,  without  Delay  to  haften  their  March,  that 
they  might,  if  poffible,  arrive  at  the  Ene- 
mies Quratcrs  before  that  Spy,  or  at  lead  as 
foon  as  he  ;  fuppofing  that  if  they  had  not  the 
Advantage  of  aflaulting  them  fieepins;,  they 
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fhould  find  them  fcarce  well  awake,  and  in  the 
Difordcr  of  their  firft  Surprize.  Thus  they 
argued  as  they  went,  ftill  advancing  with  the 
utmoft  Expedition,  and  when  they  came  near 
the  Town,  they  left  their  Horfes,  Baggage,  and 
other  Incumbrances,  at  a  Brook  a  little  out  of 
the  Road.  But  the  Centinel,  whofe  Fear  gave 
him  Wings,  arrived  fome  Minutes  before  them, 
and  gave  the  Alarm,  crying  out  as  loud  as  he 
could,  The  Enemy  is  upon  us.  Thofe  who 
"were  mod  alert  inftantly  betook  themfelves  to 
their  Arms,  and  brought  that  Soldier  before 
Narvaez,  who  after  asking  him  fome  Quefti- 
ons,  made  flight  both  of  the  Intelligence  and 
the  Perfon  who  brought  it  ;  holding  it  for  a 
Thing  impoflible,  that  Cortes  durft  have  the 
Preemption  to  feek  him  with  fo  fmall  a  Num- 
ber, within  his  very  Lodgment,  or  that  he  could 
march  in  a  Night  fo  dark  and  tempeftuous. 

I  t  was  but  a  little  more  than  Midnight  when 
Hernan  Cortes  reached  Zempoalay  and  he  had 
the  good  Fortune  not  to  be  difcovcr'd  by  the 
Enemies  Cavalry,  who,  it  is  probable,  had  ei- 
ther loft  their  Way  in  the  Obfcurity  of  the 
Night,  or  had  quitted  the  Road  to  feek  fome 
Shelter  againft  the  Rain.  He  entered  the  Town, 
and  came  with  his  Troops  within  Sight  of  the 
Temple,  without  finding  any  Corps  de  Garde , 
or  Centinel  to  challenge  him.  The  Difpute 
was  then  at  the  higheft  between  Narvaez  and 
the  Soldier,  who  affirmed,  he  not  only  faw  the 
Enemy's  Van-Guard,  but  likewife  the  whole 
Army  upon  a  hafty  March :  But  Narvaez  and 

his 
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his  People  ftill  found  Pretences  to  juftify  and 
indulge  their  Security  5  and  in  canvaffing  and 
weighing  the  Probability  of  that  Intelligence, 
loft  that  Time,  which  even  had  the  News  been 
more  improbable  than  they  imagined  it,  ought 
to  have  been  employed  in  Prevention ;  walking 
backwards  and  forwards  in  the  uppermoft 
Porch,  fome  dubious  of  the  Truth  of  the  In- 
telligence their  Commander  had  received,  and 
others  Ids  diffident,  giving  Credit  to  it 5  but 
all  in  general  with  their  Arms  in  their  Hands, 
and  little  lefs  than  prepar'd  for  whatever  might 
happen. 

Cortes  foon  perceiv'd  they  had  difcoverM 
him  :  And  finding  himfelf  now  in  the  fecond 
of  the  Cafes  which  had  been  before  confidcr'd, 
refolv'd  to  give  the  Aflault  before  they  fhould 
put  themfe Ives  in  Order.  He  made  the  Signal 
for  the  Attack,  and  Gonzalo  de  Sandovaly 
with  his  Van-Guard,  began  to  mount  the  Stairs, 
according  to  the  Inftructions  he  had  receiv'd. 
Some  of  the  Men  belonging  to  the  Artillery, 
who  were  upon  Guard,  heard  the  Noife,  and 
firing  two  or  three  Pieces,  gave  a  fecond  Alarm, 
which  fufficiently  convinced  them  all  of  the 
Truth  of  the  firft.  The  Noife  of  the  Artillery 
was  immediately  fucceeded  by  that  of  the 
Drums,  and  confus'd  Voices ;  and  prefently 
thofe  who  found  themfelves  neareft  at  Hand, 
repair'd  to  the  Defence  of  the  Stairs.  The  Op- 
pofition  foon  increased,  and  the  Difpute  came 
to  pufh  of  Pike  and  Sword.  Gonzalo  de  San- 
doval  was  extremely  put  to  it,  being  to  force 

his 


BdoIc  IV.   Conqtteft  of  Mexico. .   109 

his  Way  againft  a  far  fuperior  Number,  with 
the  Difadvantage  of  lower  Ground  :  But  it  was 
not  long  before  Chrifioval  de  Olid  came  up 
to  his  Relief,  and  Hernan  Cortesy  leaving  his 
Rear  form'd,  threw  himfclf,  Sword  in  Hand, 
into  the  hotted  of  the  Engagement,  facilitate- 
ing  the  Advance  of  both  thofe  'Captains,  and 
animating  his  Men  both  by  his  Example  and 
Voice  5  whofe  Refolution  and  Impetuofity  the 
Enemy  unable  to  withftand,  in  a  few  Mo- 
ments began  to  give  Ground,  quitting  the  laft 
Step ;  and  foon  after  retreating  in  great  Dif- 
order,  abandon  d  the  Porch,  and  the  Artillery. 
Many  fled  to  their  Quarters,  others  repaired  to 
the  Gate  of  the  principal  Tower,  where  the 
Difpute  again  began,  and  continued  for  fome 
Time  with  equal  Courage  on  both  Sides. 

Pamphilo  de  Narvaez,  who,  by  his 
Friends  Perfuafion,  had  ftay'd  to  arm  himfelf, 
now  made  his  Appearance:  He  encouragU, 
with  his  Words,  thofe  who  were  engaging  the 
Enemy,  and  did  all  he  could  to  put  them  in 
Order.  He  then  advanced  with  fo  much  Bold- 
nefs  into  the  thickeft  of  the  Fight,  that  being 
near  one  Tedro  Sanchez  Farfan,  a  Soldier  of 
Sandoval's  Company,  that  Man  gave  him  a 
Thruft  in  the  Face  with  his  Pike,  which  (truck 
out  one  of  his  Eyes,  whereupon  he  fell  down, 
without  being  able  to  fay  any  more  than,  7"  am 
a  dead  Man !  The  News  of  this  Accident  foon 
fprcad  amongft  his  Troops :  They  were  all 
feiz'd  with  Fear  and  Confirmation,  the  Effects 
of  which  were  various  >  for  fome  abandoned 
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him  (hamefully ;  others  flood  motionlefs  as  if 
they  had  been  Thunder-ftruck  5  and  thofc  who 
were  moft  defirous  of  doing  their  utmoft  to 
fuccour  him,  fought  like  Men  amaz'd,  and  in 
Confufion  at  the  Suddennefs  of  the  Accident; 
infomuch  that  they  found  themfelves  oblig'd  to 
retreat,  leaving  the  Conquerors  at  Liberty  to 
convey  him  away,  who  carry'd,  or  rather 
dragged  him  down  the  Stairs.  Cortes  fent  Or- 
ders to  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  to  take  Care  of 
fecuring  his  Perfon,  which  was  put  in  Execu- 
tion, by  delivering  him  to  the  Body  of  Men 
which  was  in  the  Rear :  And  that  Comman- 
der, who  a  little  before  beheld  this  War  with 
fo  carelefs  an  Eye,  upon  the  Recovery  of  his 
Senfes,  found  himfelf  not  only  griev'd  with  the 
Pain  of  his  Wound,  but  alfo  in  the  Power  of  his 
Enemies,  and  with  Two  Pair  of  Fetters  upon 
his  Legs,  without  the  leaft  Profpeft  of  obtain- 
ing his  Liberty. 

The  Difpute  was  now,  for  want  of  Refin- 
ance, at  an  End.  The  Followers  of  Narvaex 
all  fhut  themfelves  up  in  their  Towers,  fo 
greatly  terrify 'd  that  they  durfl  not  offer  to  fire 
one  Shot,  and  only  took  Care  to  defend  the 
Entrance.  The  Partifans  of  Cortes  with  loud 
Voices  proclaim^  their  Victory,  fome  repeat- 
ing the  Name  of  Cortes,  others  that  of  the 
Emperor  Don  Carlos,  and  the  moft  confide- 
rate  invoked  the  Holy  Ghofl.  Thefc  Acclama- 
tions of  anticipated  Joy  did  not  a  little  ferve  to 
incrcafe  the  Enemy's  Confternation,  which 
was,  m  that  Juncture,  further  augmented  by  art 
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accidental  Circumftance  which  made  them  be- 
lieve that  Cortes  had  brought  thither  a  very 
powerful  Army,  which,  to  their  thinking,  fill'd 
a  great  Part  of  the  circumjacent  Country;  for 
from  the  Windows  of  their  Towers  they  dif- 
cover'd  Lights  at  different  Diftances,   which 
thro*  the  Night's  Obfcurity  appear'd  to  their 
;  Eyes  like  lighted  Matches  in  the  Hands  of  nu- 
i  merous  Bands  of  Harquebufiers.     Thefe  Lights 
l  were   no    other  than  certain   Infe&s  which 
j  fhin  d  by  Night  like  Glow- Worms,  but  much 
j  brighter  and  of  a  larger  Size  than  thole  in  our 
1  Hemifphere :  An  Apprehenfion  which  had  a 
very  lingular  Influence  upon  the  Minds  of  the 
'  more  vulgar  Part  of  the  Army,  and  infpir'd 
with  Doubts  and  Miftrufts  even  thofe  who 
I  fhew'd  themfelves  moft  refolute.     So  apt  are 
j  Perfons  in  Diftrefs  to  be  deceiv'd  by  Fear,  and 
fo  greatly  do  the  flighted  Cafualtics  turn  to  the 
Advantage  of  the  Fortunate. 

Cortes  commanded  his  Men  to  ceafe 
their  Acclamations  of  Viftory,  the  unfeafon- 
able  Belief  of  which  is  very  often  of  bad  Con- 
fequence,  and  ought  to  be  avoided  and  pre- 
vented, becaufe  it  renders  Soldiers  carelcfs  and 
diforderly.  He  gave  Orders  that  the  Artillery 
fhould  be  turn'd  againft  the  Towers,  and  caus'd 
a  general  Pardon  to  be  proclaimed  for  thofe 
who  would  furrender ;  offering  very  rcalbnable 
Conditions,  and  a  Communication  of  Intcrefts 
to  all  thofe  who  would  refoive  to  follow  his 
Banners ;  Liberty  and  free  Paffage  to  thofe  who 
were  willing  to  return  to  the  Iflan-d  of  Cubat 
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and  to  all  in  general  Security  for  their  Perfons 
and  Baggage.  This  Declaration  was  very  pru- 
dently confider'd  5  for  it  greatly  imported  that 
he  fhould  publifh  his  Intentions  before  the  Day 
(whofcDawn  was  not  far  off)  fhould  difcovcr 
to  the  Soldiers  of  Narvaex  the  inconfiderablc 
Number  of  their  Enemies,  and  give  them 
Courage  to  recover  from  the  Terror  they  were 
in :  For  fometimes  Fear  is  converted  into  Rafh- 
nefs,  out  of  mere  Shame  for  having  been 
alarm'd  without  fuitable  Foundation. # 

They  had  fcarce  finifh'd  the  Publication  of 
Pardon  at  the  Three  feparate  Holds  where  the 
Enemy  had  retreated,  when  the  Officers  and 
Soldiers,  in  whole  Troops,  came  to  furrender 
themfelves.  As  they  arrived  they  every  one  de- 
livered up  their  Arms;  and  Cortes,  with  his  ac- 
cuftorrui  Urbanity,  receiv'd  them  very  cour- 
teoufly,  but  caus'd  his  Friends,  as  well  as  the 
others,  to  be  difarm'd,  either  to  conceal  their 
Inclinations,  or  that  their  Example  might  ferve 
as  a  Precedent  to  the  reft.  The  Number  of 
thofe  who  furrender'd  increased  to  that  Degree 
in  a  few  Moments,  that  it  was  neceflary  to  fe- 
parate, and  fecure  them  with  fufficient  Guards 
till  Day  fhould  difcover  their  Countenances 
and  Affections. 

In  the  mean  while  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval 
did  not  forget  Narvaezy  but  had  his  Wound 
carefully  drcfs'd  5  and  Hernan  Cortes,  who  in- 
dcfatigably  went  up  and  down  to  every  Quar- 
ter, and  confider'd  Narvaex  as  his  principal 
Care,  went  to  fee  him,  not  intending  to  dif- 
covcr 
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cover  himfclf,  that  he  might  not  add  to  his 
Affli&ion  by  his  Prcfcncc;    but  the  Refpcft 
his  Soldiers  fhewed  him  at  his  Approach  dit 
covered  him  $  and  Narvaez  turning  himfelf 
towards  him  with  the  Air  of  one  who  was 
not  throughly  fcnfible  of  his  Misfortune,  faid, 
"  Be  thankful  and  value  yourfelf,    Captain, 
u  upon  the  good  Fortune   you  have  had  in 
"  miking  me  your  Prifoner."    To  which  Cor- 
tes replied,  "  Thanks  be  to  God  for  all  Things, 
"  Friend :  But  without  any  manner  of  Vanity, 
u  I  do  allure  you,  that  I  account  this  Viftory 
"  and  your  Imprisonment  amongft  the  leaft 
"  confidcrable  A&ions  which  have  been  done 
"  in  this  Country." 

Cortes  had  Notice  brought  him,  that  one 
of  the  Towers,  in  which  the  Captains  Salva- 
tierra  and  'Diego  Velafquez,  the  Younger  had 
fortified  themiclves,  made  an  obftinate  De- 
fence, thofe  Officers,  by  their  Authority  and 
Pcrfuafions,  preventing  the  Soldiers  who  were 
with  them  from  furrendring:  Whereupon 
Cortes  immediately  returned  to  the  Temple, 
and  caufed  them  to  be  fummoncd,  and  ac- 
quainted, That  if  they  would  not  furrender, 
they  (hould  be  treated  with  the  utmolt  Rigour 
of  War  j  and  finding  they  were  rcfolutely 
bent  either  to  defend  themfelvcs  to  the  laft, 
or  to  capitulate,  he,  not  without  fome  Hear, 
gave  Orders  to  play  with  Two  Pieces  of  Ar- 
tillery upon  the  Tower 5  but  prefently  after, 
he  directed  his  Gunners  to  difcharge  againft 
the  Top  of  the  Building,  more  to  terrify  than 
Vol.  II.  I  to 
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to  hurt  them.    This  Order  they  punctually  ex- 
ecuted, and  there  needed  no  more  Trouble, 
to  bring  out  the  greatcft  Part  of  the  Defen- 
dants to  ask  Quarter,  leaving  the  Entrance  of 
the  Tower  free  ;  which  Juan  Velafquez  de 
Leon  foon  pofieffed  himfelf  of,  with  a  fmall 
Body  of  his  Men,   feizing  the  Captains  Sal- 
vat /err  a  and  Velafquez,  both  declared  Ene- 
mies,  and  who,  it  was  to  be  feared,   might 
afpire  to  fupply  the  Vacancy  of  Narvaez. 
This    compleated   the  Viftory    in  Favour  of 
Cortes\  On  his  Side  only  Two  Soldiers  were 
killed,   and  fome  few  wounded,    of  which 
Number  Two  more  are  faid  to  have  died  af- 
terwards.   Of  the  contrary  Fa&ion  were  killed 
a  Captain,   an  Enfign,    with  Fifteen   private 
Men,  and  the  Number  of  the  Wounded  was 
much  more  confiderable.    Narvaez  and  Sal- 
vat  ierr  a  were  lent  to  Vera-Cruz  with  a  fuf- 
ficient  Guard.     Young  *Diego  Velafquez  re- 
mained Prifoner  with  Juan    Velafquez    de 
Leon ;  ancl  notwithftanding  he  had  given  him 
a  juft  Caufe  of  Refentment  upon  Account  of 
what  had  happened  at  Zempoalay  he  took  par- 
ticular Care  both  of  his  Cure   and  Entertain- 
ment, to  which  he  was  partly  moved  by  the 
Tye  of  Blood,  but  chiefly  by  a  noble  and  ge- 
nerous Inclination.     All  this  was  performed 
before  the  Morning,    arid  was  a  remarkable 
Action  both  on  Account  of  the  juflnefs  of 
the  Meafures  which  Cortes   took,    and  the 
Pverfights,  and  irregular  Conduct  of  Narvaez. 


At 
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At  Break  of  Day  arrived  the  Two  Thoufand 
Chinanticas  which  Cortes  had  demanded ; 
and  notwithftanding  they  came  after  the  Vic- 
tory, he  was  very  glad  of  their  Coming,  that 
his  Prifoners  might  fee  he  did  not  want 
Friends  to  affift  him.  With  Shame  and  Con- 
fufiori  did  the  poor  vanquished  Spaniards  re- 
fleft  upon  the  Condition  in  which  they  then 
found  themfelves.  The  Day-light  fet  their 
Ignominy  in  full  View  before  their  Eyes: 
They  beheld  the  Arrival  of  thofe  Succours, 
and  foon  came  to  the  Knowledge  of  the  fmall 
Force  with  which  Cortes  had  obtained  the 
Vi&ory:  They  curfed  the  Confidence  of  Nar- 
*vaez,y  and  condemned  his  thoughtlefs  Indo- 
lence; all  which  Reflections  made  Way  for 
their  greater  Efteem  of  Cortes \  whofe  Vigi- 
lance and  undaunted  Courage  they  confidered 
with  no  lefs  Admiration.  It  is  the  Prerogative 
of  Valour,  more  efpecially  in  War,  not  to  be 
hated  even  by  thofe  who  envy  it.  The  Un- 
fortunate may,  indeed,  be  fenfible  of  their 
Difgrace,  and  may  feel  it  with  Regret 5  yet 
the  heroick  Exploits  of  a  Conqueror  lofe  no 
Part  of  their  Luftre  in  the  Eyes  of  the  Con- 
quered :  A  Maxim  which  was  never  more  ve- 
rified than  upon  this  Occafion;  for  there  was 
not  amongft  all  thofe  Prifoners  one  Soldier 
but  who  had  a  fecret  Inclination  to  follow 
the  Fortune  of  an  abler  Leader,  (yet  ftill  with- 
out communicating  his  Sentiments  to  the  red) 
and  to  ferve  under  the  Banners  of  an  Army 
I  *  where 
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where  the  Soldiers  acquired  both  Honour  and 
Wealth. 

Cortes  had  no  fmall  Number  of  Friends 
amongft  the  Priibners  ;  many  were  affected 
with  his  Valour,  and  more  were  charmed  with 
his  Liberality.  His  Friends  threw  afide  the 
Mask  of  Diilimulation,  and  gave  a  Beginning 
to  the  Acclamations  with  which  all  who  were 
well  affected  prefently  declared  themfelves, 
and  the  better  Part  of  the  reft  foon  followed 
their  Example.  They  were  admitted  to  the 
Prefence  of  their  new  General:  Many  would 
have  cart  themfelves  at  his  Feet,  had  he  not 
prevented  them  with  his  Embraces.  They  all 
gave  in  their  Names,  dilputing  for  the  Prefe- 
rence on  the  Roll,  nor  was  there  one  amongft 
lb  many  who  made  the  leaft  Motion  of  re- 
turning to  the  IQand  of  Cuba.  And  it  was 
in  this  that  Heman  Cortes  reaped  the  prin- 
cipal Advantage  he  propofed  in  this  Under- 
taking ;  for  he  did  not  io  much  defire  to  con- 
quer thofe  Spaniards ',  as  he  did  to  bring  them 
over  to  his  ^  _.auc  it  his  Bufinefs  to 

four.'  ..^iinations,    and  having  found 

agreeable  to  his  Wifhcs  he  prefently  or- 
dered their  Arms  to  be  returned ;  an  Action 
which  fome  of  his  Officers  difapproved:  But 
there  wanted  not  Motives  for  this  Confidence 
and  Security.  1  hole  of  the  greateft  Authority 
and  Diftinclion  among  them  were  his  real 
Friends,  and  the  Chinantecas  being  there,  was 
a  conllderable  Security  to  his  Party.  The  Pri- 
soners acknowledged  the  Favour  they  rcceiv'd, 

and, 
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and,  with  frefh  Acclamations,  applauded  the 
Truft  he  put  in  them  5  and  in  a  few  Hours 
Cortes  found  himfelf  pofleffed  of  an  Army  of 
more  than  a  Thoufand  Spaniards  $   the  only- 
Enemies  who  could  give  him  Umbrage,  fafe  in 
his  Cuftody ;  a  Fleet  of  Eleven  Ships  and  Seven 
Brigantines  at  his  Difpofal  5  the  laft  Effort  of 
*Diego  Velafquez,  overthrown,  and  brought  to 
nought 5  and  himfelf  Mafter  of  fufficient  Force 
to  return  to  his  principal  Conqueft;  all  which 
was  owing  to  his  undaunted  Heart,  great  Vi- 
gilance, and  Military  Skill  5  and  to  the  Valour 
and  Compliance  of  his  Soldiers,  who  had  firft 
fo  readily  approved  of  this  dangerous  Enter- 
prize,  and  afterwards,  with  the  Sword,    had 
gained  him  not  only   the  Victory,    but  the 
Credit  of  a  wifely-formed  Refolution.     For 
in  the  Opinions  of  Men  (who  beftow  or  deny 
Fame)    to  obtain   the  End  is   a  Proof  of  a 
right  Choice  of  Means  5  and  Succefs  for  the 
mod  part  gives  the  Reputation  of  Prudence  to 
the  rafheft  and  moft  hazardous  Undertakings. 


I   ?  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XI. 

Cortes  reduces  the  Cavalry  of  Narvaez 
which  kept  the  Field.  He  receives  In- 
formation, that  the  Mexicans  had  taken 
up  Arms  againfi  the  Spaniards  which  he 
had  left  with  Motezuma.  He  marches 
with  his  Army  to  Mexico,  and  enters 
that  City  without  Oppofition. 

TH  E    Cavalry  of  Narvaez,  did  not  ap- 
pear that  Night,  which,  had  they  been 
diipos'd  at  a  Place  of  Arms,  as  fo  fmall  a  Di- 
ftancc  from  the  Enemy  required,  might  have 
been  very  troublefome  to  Cortes.     But  there 
all  Military  Rules  were  laid  afide;  and  whea 
once  the  Commander  in  Chief  fails  into  the 
Errors  of  Negligence  and  Security,    all   the 
falfe  Steps  he  makes  fecm  lefs  ftrange,    fmce 
the  Abfurdities  of  his  Conduct  pais  for  Confe- 
quenccs.     Thofe  who  had  lcaft  Share  in  the 
Action' made  ufe  of  the  Horlcs  to  make  their 
Elcape;  and  in  the   Morning-  came   Advice, 
that  they  had  joined  thofe  who  were  dctaclfd 
for  Scouts    the   Night  before,    and  made  up 
a  Body  of  about  Forty  Horfe,    with  which 
they  beat  up  and  down  the  Neighbourhood 
with  a  Countenance  as  if  they  intended  to 
make  Rcfiftance.     This  News  gave  but  little 
Umbrage;    and  Hertian  Cortes,    before   he 
would  proceed  to  violent  Methods  againfi:  them, 
fent  Two  Officers,  Chrijloval  de  Olid,  and 

"Diego 
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'Diego  de  Qrdaz,  to  endeavour  to  reduce 
them  by  fair  Means ;  which  Commiffion  they 
prefently  put  in  Execution,  and,  at  the  firft 
Offer  of  their  being  admitted  into  the  Army 
jupon  the  fame  Footing  with  their  Companions, 
brought  them  to  Reafon;  the  Example  let 
them  by  the  reft  being  fufficient  to  induce 
jthem  all  readily  to  come  in  and  offer  their  Ser- 
vice to  Cortes  with  their  Arms  and  Horfes. 
immediate  Care  was  taken  of  the  Wounded, 
jfor  whom  and  ail  the  reft  convenient  Quarters 
were  provided,  upon  which  Occafion  the  Ca- 
zique  and  his  Zempoalans  aflifted  chearfully 
and  diligently,  celebrating  the  Viftory,  and 
difpofing  all  Things  for  the  Entertainment  of 
their  Friends  with  a  kind  of  interefted  Joy, 
in  which  they  feemed  to  breathe  after  their 
paft  Fatigues  and  Slavery. 

Hernan  Cortes  was  not  negligent  as 
to  what  regarded  the  Security  of  the  Armada  5 
a  very  eftential  Point  at  this  nice  Juncture.  He 
fent  immediate  Orders  to  Captain  Francifco 
de  Lugo,  that  he  fhould  caufe  the  Sails, 
Tackling,  and  Rudders  of  all  the  Veflels  to 
be  brought  afhore,  and  laid  up  at  Vera-Cruz,. 
He  ordered  that  the  Pilots  and  Mariners  who 
pme  with  Narvaez,  fhould  come  to  Zemfoala, 
and  fent  fuch  a  Number  of  his  own,  as  he 
thought  fufficient  tQ  take  Care  of  the  Hulls. 
With  thefc  he  appointed  one  ^Pedro  Cavalier 0 
to  go  in  Quality  of  their  Chief,  or  Supcrvifor, 
a  fufficient  Employment  fqu  Bernal  T)iaz  to 

I  4.  honour 
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honour  him   with  the  Title  of  Admiral  of 
the  Sea. 

After  this  he  difmiffed  the  Chinantecasy 
making  as  great  Acknowledgment  for  their 
Succour  as  if  they  had  done  him  adtual  Service : 
He  then  allowed  fome  Days  for  the  Refrefh- 
ment  of  his  Troops,  during  which  Time  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  Villages,  and 
Caziques  of  the  circumjacent  Country,  came 
to  congratulate  the  Good  Spaniards,  or  Gentle 
Tettles,  for  fo  they  called  thole  who  belonged 
to  Cortes.  They  renewed  the  Protcftations  of 
their  Obedience,  and  made  frefh  Offers  of 
their  Friendfhip,  accompanying  thefc  Demon- 
ftrations  of  Refpeft  with  many  Prefents  and 
Regales,  whereat  the  People  of  Narvaez  did 
not  a  little  admire,  beginning  to  experience 
the  Advantages  of  the  new  Party  they  had 
embraced,  in  the  Entertainment  and  Security 
of  thofe  Indians,  who  a  little  before  had  ap- 
peared difcontented,  fullcn  and  terrify M 

But  notwithftanding  this  Chain  of  Succefs, 
Cortes  had  Mexico  continually  at  Heart :  The 
Danger  to  which  he  had  left  Tedro  de  Al- 
*uarado  and  his  Spaniards  exposed,  was  never 
one  Moment  out  of  his  Mind.  He  was  fen- 
fible,  that  their  Security  depended  folely  on 
Motezumas  keeping  that  Promife  he  had 
made  him,  of  not  attempting  any  Change  in 
his  Abfence :  An  Obligation  of  no  great  Force, 
where  the  Princes  are  arbitrary,  and  their  Will 
abfolute,  and  where  their  Statefmen,  with  va- 
rious 
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rious  Solutions,  feldom  fail  of  pretending  to 
free  their  Sovereigns  from  all  Tyes,  maintain- 
ing, that  they   are  not  obliged  to  the  Obfer- 
vance  of  their  Words  like  private  Men:  An 
abominable  State-Maxim ,    which  upon  this 
Occafton  gave  Cortes  fufficient  Ground  for 
Apprehenfion,   yet  (till  without  approving  fo 
bafe  a  Policy  by  an  open  Sufpicion  5  for  to  ad- 
mit, in  any  Manner,  of  a  King's  breaking  his 
Word,  is  the  fame  Thing  as  to  acquit  him  of 
the  Obligations  of  a  Man  of  Honour. 

Having  fix'd  his  Refolution  of  immediately 
returning  to  Mexico,  and  not  being  willing 
to  take  with  him  fo  numerous  a  Body  of  Men, 
for  Fear  of  giving  Umbrage  to  Motezuma, 
and  moving  afrefh  the  unquiet  Spirits  of  his 
Courtiers,  he  determined  to  divide  his  Army, 
and  employ  fome  Part  of  his  Troops  in  other 
Conquefts.    To  this  EfFe&  he  appointed  Juan 
Velafquez  de  Leon  to  take  Two    hundred 
Men  under  his  Conduct,  and  march  to  the 
Province  of  Tanuco,  to  pacify  theDifturbances 
there,     and   *Diego  de   Ordaz,    with   Two 
hundred  more,  to  people  the  Country  of  Gua- 
zaccoalco\  referving  for  himfelf  little  more 
than  Six  hundred  Spaniards,  a  Number  which 
he  thought  well  proportion  d  for  his  Return  to 
the  Mexican  Court  with  fome  Appearance  of 
Modefty,  yet  without  wholly  laying  afide  the 
Marks  of  a  Conqueror 

But  at  the  very  Time  when  this  Difpofition 
was  going  to  be  put  in  Execution,  fomething 
new  offered  which  obliged  him  to  change  his 

I\cfolutions : 
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Refolutions:  For  he  received  a  Letter  from 
"Pedro  de  Alvarado,  wherein  that  Officer  in- 
formed him,  "  That  the  Mexicans  had  taken 
cc  up  Arms  againfthim,  and  in  fpite  of  Mote- 
<c  zuma>  who  had  never  once  offered  to  leave 
"  the  Quarters,  had  made  fuch  frequent  At- 
<c  tacks,  and  in  fuch  Multitudes,  thathimfelf, 
<c  and  all  who  were  with  him,  would  be  in- 
<l  evitably  loft,  if  they  were  not  fpeedily  fuc- 
<c  cour'd."  This  Intelligence  was  brought  by 
a  Spanijlo  Soldier,  accompany 'd  by  an  Ambaf- 
fador  from  Motezuma,  whofe  Commiffion 
was  to  lay  before  Cortes,  "  That  it  had  been 
<c  intirely  out  of  his  Sovereign's  Power  to  re- 
<c  prefs  the  Fury  of  his  feditious  Vafifals:  That 
<c  his  Royal  Authority  had  fuffered  extremely 
<c  from  thofe  Mutineers:  That  his  Majefty 
<c  allured  him,  he  would  never  abandon  *Pe- 
"  dro  de  Alvarado,  and  the  Spaniards?"  and 
laftly,  he  invited  him  to  Court,  with  all  pof- 
iible  Expedition,  to  apply  a  Remedy  to  that 
Evil.  Whether  it  was  upon  Account  of  the 
ill  Confequenccs  that  Sedition  might  produce 
to  himfelf,  or  whether  upon  Account  of  the 
Danger  his  Spanijh  Gucfts  were  in,  both  the 
one  and  the  other  argue  his  Sincerity,  and  the 
great  Confidence  he  repos'd  in  Cortes. 

There  was  no  Occafion  to  confult  about 
what  Rclblution  was  to  be  taken  in  this  Cafe, 
for  both  Officers  and  Soldiers  voted  their  im- 
mediate March  to  be  abfolutcly  indii'penfablc  : 
Some  taking  for  a  fcafonablc  and  lucky  Pre- 
face this  Accident,  which  icrved'  as  a  Pretext 

not 
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not  to  divide  their  Forces,  and  to  return  with 
,the  whole   Body  to   Mexico*    from  the  Re- 
duction of  which  Place  their  future  Conquefts 
1  were  all  to  commence.     Cortes*  without  De- 
lay,   nam'd  for  Governor  of  Vera-Crux*  m 
Quality  of  Deputy,  or  Lieutenant  to  Gonzalo 
4e  Sandoval*  one  Rodrigo  Rangel*  a  Pcrfon 
in  whom  he  confided,  to  whofe  Capacity  and 
/Care  he  might  venture  to  truft  the  Prifoners, 
and  the  Preservation  of  his  Indian  Allies.     He 
then  caus'd  his  Army  to  be  muftcred,  and  after 
having  deducted  a  Garifon  proper  to  be  left 
at  Zempoala*   with  a  fuificient  Number  for 
the  Security   of  the  Veffels,    he  found  it  to 
confift  of  a  Thouiand  Foot,  and  One  hundred 
Horle.    He  took  different  Routs,  both  to  avoid 
incommoding  the  Country  People,    and  for 
the  greater  Gonveniency  of  procuring  Plenty 
of  Provifions  5  and  appointed  for  the  General 
Rendezvous,  a  Place  well  known  near  Tlaf- 
cala*  into  which  City  they  thought  it  necef- 
fary   to  march  united,    and  in  good  Order : 
But  notwithstanding  fcvcral  Commifiaries  were 
fent  before,  to  furnifh  the  Army  on  the  March  5 
all  their  Diligence  was  not  fufficient  to  pre- 
vent thofe  who  march'd  out  of  the  principal 
Road  from  differing  Hunger  fometimes,  and 
frequently  intolerable  Third.     Thefe  Fatigues 
and  Hardfhips  thofe  who  came  with  Narvaez 
endured   without   murmuring   or   being  dif- 
heartened  5  tho'  they  were  the  fame  Men  who, 
a  little  before,  had  given  way  to  lefs  Incon- 
veniencies  *  which  Change  muft  be  attributed 

cither 
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either  to  the  Example  fet  them  by  the  Vete- 
rans, or  to  the  Hopes  with  which  their  Hearts 
were  infpir'd,  and  may  be  alfo  partly  imputed 
to  the  Difference  of  the  Leader,  an  Opinion 
of  whom  is  generally  wont  to  have  a  fecret 
Influence  upon  the  Soldiers,  both  as  to  their 
Courage  in  Battle,  and  their  Patience  in  un- 
dergoing Hardfhips. 

Cortes,  before  his  fetting  out,  fent  an 
Anfwer  to  Tedro  deAlvarado,  by  a  Letter,  and 
to  Motezuma  by  his  Ambaffador,  giving  them 
an  Account  of  his  Vi&ory,  Return,  an4  the 
Increafe  of  his  Army;  that  the  one  might  be 
encouraged  with  the  Hopes  of  powerful  Suc- 
cour; and  the  other  might  not  be  furprized 
to  fee  him  return  with  fo  great  a  Force,  fince 
the  Difturbances  in  his  Capital  obliged  him  not 
to  divide  his  Troops.  He  regulated  his  March 
by  the  Neceillty  he  was  under,  making  all  the 
Expedition  he  poflibly  could;  leffening  the 
Hours  of  Refreshment,  which  he  feemed  to 
find  even  in  the  Fatigue  he  underwent.  He 
made  fome  Stay  at  the  Place  of  Rendezvous 
to  gather  up  his  People,  who  came  by  differ- 
ent Roads,  and  at  laft  arrived  at  Tlafcala,  on 
the  Seventeenth  of  June,  with  all  his  Troops 
in  good  Order.  His  Entry  was  fplendid  and 
joyful.  Magifcatzin  entertained  Cortes  at 
his  own  Houie.  The  reft  were  accommodated, 
refpeclcd,  and  well  regaled,  in  their  feveral 
Quarters.  The  Tlafcalans  cou'd  not  well  con- 
ceal their  Hatred  to  the  Mexicans  under  the 
Pretext  of  Love  to  the  Spaniards.    They  gave 
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an  Account  of  the  Confpiracy,  and  of  the 
imminent  Danger  Tedro  de  Afoarado  was  in, 
with  Circumftances  in  which  there  feemed 
more  Prejudice  than  Truth:  They  exaggerated 
the  Preemption  and  the  Perfidy  of  that  Na- 
tion, exciting  the  Spaniards  to  Revenge,  and 
mixing  their  Counfel  and  Infinuations  together 
with  no  great  Artifice;  Crimes  magnified 
with  a  fufpicious  Zeal,  and  Truths  in  the 
Mouth  of  an  Enemy,  introduced  by  Way  of 
Intelligence,  but  deftgn'd  as  Accufations. 

The  Senate,  upon  this  Occafion,  rcfolvcd 
to  make  a  grand  Effort,  and  to  get  all  their 
Troops  together  to  affift  Cortes  againft  the 
Mexicans,  not  without  their  own  politick 
Reafons,  which  were  better  comprehended 
than  concealed  5  for  it  plainly  appeared,  that 
under  the  fpecious  Pretext  of  favouring  the 
Caufc  of  their  Friend,  their  Defign  was  to 
make  ufe  of  his  Forces  to  ruin,  at  once,  the 
commanding  Nation  which  they  fo  much  ab- 
horred. This  Difguife  was  eafily  feen  thro'; 
and  Hernan  Cortes,  after  he  had  expreffed  his 
Acknowledgment,  reprefled  the  Pride  with 
which  they  were  difpos'd  to  follow  him,  op- 
pofing  to  the  Inftances  of  the  Senate  fome 
feeming  Reafons,  which  in  Subftance  were 
no  more  than  bare  Pretences  againft  Pretences. 
But  he  admitted  of  about  Two  thoufandMen 
of  their  bed  Troops,  with  their  refpeftive  Of- 
ficers, or  Commanders  of  Companies,  to 
march  with  him,  and  which  were  of  Service 
afterwards.    He  took  thefe  Indians  with  him, 

cither 
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cither  for  the  greater  Security  of  his  Under- 
taking, or  to  preferve  the  Confidence  of  the 
Tlafcalans,  who  already  had  the  Reputation 
of  being  valiant  in  Engagements  againft  the 
Mexicans ;  and  he  took  no  greater  Number, 
that  he  might  neither  give  Offence  to  Mote- 
zuma,  nor  drive  his  mutinous  Subjects  toDe- 
fpair;  for  his  Intention  was  to  enter  Mexico 
in  a  pacifick  Manner,  and  to  try  if  he  could 
reduce  thofe  People  by  gentle  Methods,  with- 
out giving  way  to  his  Anger,  or  thinking  at 
that  Time  of  the  Punifhment  of  the  Guilty ; 
he  was  defirous  firft  to  eftablifh  Tranquillity, 
and  was  fenfiblc,  that  the  quieting  a  Sedition, 
and  terrifying  the  Seditious,  are  Two  Things 
which  are  hardly  practicable  at  one  and  the 
fame  Time. 

He  arrived  at  Mexico  upon  St.  John's  Day, 
without  having  met  with  any  Subject  of  Un- 
eafinefs  in  the  Way,  more  than  the  Variety  and 
Difa2;reement  of  the  Intelligence  he  received. 
The  Army  pafs'd  the  Lake  without  the  leaft 
Oppofition,  thoJ  there  wanted  not  Appearances 
that  fomething  had  been  intended  5  for  they 
found  the  Two  Spanifi  Brigantines  ftav'd  to 
pieces,  and  half  burnt  5  the  Suburbs  andBarrier 
at  the  Entrance  abandoned ;  the  Bridges,  which 
ferv'd  for  the  Communication  of  the  Streets, 
broken  down,  and  all  in  a  fufpicious  Silence; 
Signs  which  obliged  them  to  ilacken  their 
Price,  the  Infantry  advancing  with  a  ilow 
March,  and  the  Cavalry  going  before  to  re- 
connoitre. This  Sufpicion  Lifted  till  the  Spa- 
niards. 
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niards,  who  were  with  Motezuma  in  Mexico, 
difcovering  the  Army,  rais'd  a  great  Shout,  and 
difllpatcd  their  Apprehcnfions.  Tedro  de  AU 
<varado  came  down  with  his  People  to  receive 
them  at  the  Gate  of  his  Quarters,  and  they 
celebrated  their  common  Felicity  with  equal 
Joy.  Inftcad  of  faluting,  they  congratulated  each 
other  upon  their  Vi&ories :  All  fpoke,  and  all 
were  interrupted  5  much  was  exprcfled  by  Em- 
braces and  broken  Sentences;  the  ufual  Elo- 
quence of  ]oy,  where  Sounds  are  far  more  ex- 
prefllve  and  fignificant  than  Words. 

Motezuma,  followed  by  fome  of  his 
{Servants, went  out  as  far  as  the  outcrmoft  Courts 
where  he  received  Cortes  with  an  Excels  of 
Joy,  in  which  all  Majefty  was  laid  afide.  It 
is  certain,  (and  no  one  denies  it)  that  the  Em- 
|  peror  defir'd  his  Coming,  becaufe  he  had  then 
great  Occafion  both  for  his  Forces  and  Coun- 
fel,  to  keep  his  Subje&s  under,  and  likewife 
becaufe  he  was  deprived  of  that  kind  of  Liberty 
which  Cortes  gave  him,  fufFering  him  to  go 
out  to  his  Diverfion  whenever  he  pleafcd  5  a 
Permiflion  he  would  not  make  ufe  of,  during 
the  whole  Time  of  his  Abfence,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  Confinement  moil  certainly  depended 
purely  upon  the  Force  of  his  Parole  5  the  Com- 
pliance with  which  obliged  him  not  to  abandon 
(he  Spaniards  in  thofe  troubkfome  Times. 

Bernal  Diaz  del  Castillo    fays. 
That  Hernan  Cortes  repaid  with  ill  Manners 
and  Slight,  all  Motezurna's  Dcmonftrations  of 
Helped:  That  he  turned  his  Face  from  him, 

and 
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and  retired  to  his  Apartment,  without  either 
vifiting  him,  or  fuffering  himflif  to  be  vifited 
by  him  5  That  he  us'd  fome  very  difrefpedful 
and  uncivil  Expreffions  towards  him,  even  in 
the  Hearing  of  his  Servants.  And  adds,  as  his 
own  Opinion,  "  That  it  was  his  being  fup- 
cc  ported  by  fuch  a  Number  of  Spaniards,  that 
"  made  him  fpeak  with  fo  much  Boldnefs  and 
"  Difcourtefy."  Thus  fays  Bernal  'Diaz, :  But 
Antonio  de  Herrera,  in  his  Hiftory,  difcredits 
Cortes  ftill  more  ;  for  he  pretends  to  quote 
that  General's  own  Expreffions  as  a  Proof  of 
his  irregular  Procedure,  in  the  following 
Words;  "  Many  People  have  affirmed,  that 
."  they  have  heard  Cortes  fay,  That  if  upon 
"  his  Arrival,  he  vifited  Motezuma,  his  Af 
"  fairs  would  go  well}  and  that  he  did  not 
"  do  it,  holding  him  in  imall  Account,  becaufe 
<c  he  found  himfeif  fo  powerful/'  And  on 
this  Occafion  he  quotes  a  Paffage  out  of  Cor- 
nelius Tacitus ,  the  Subftance  of  which  is, 
That  Trofperity  makes  great  Commanders 
froud  and  mfolent.  Neither  Francifco  Lopez 
de  Gomara,  nor  Hernan  Cortes  himfeif,  in  the 
fecond  Relation  of  his  Expedition  fays  any 
Thing  like  this  5  and  Cortes  might  furc  have 
touch'd  upon  it,  to  have  fhewn  the  Motives 
which  obliged  him  to  a  Procedure  of  fo  much 
Harfhncfs,  or  to  have  made  an  Excufe.  We 
leave  to  the  Judicious  and  Unbiafled  to  decide 
what  Credit  ought  to  be  given  to  thefe  Au- 
thors: But  we  beg  leave  to  make  fome  Scru-' 
pie  at  believing  that  Cortes  could  ever  be  guilty 

.     of 
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of  fo  Fruitless  and  unfeafonable  anAbfurdity.  The 
fame  Herrera  and  Caftillo  agree,  That  Motezu- 
ma  oppofed,  as  much  as  in  him  lay,  the  feditious 
Proceedings  of  the  Mexicans  >  that  he  always 
tyith-held  and  reprefs'd  them  :  That  they  at- 
tempted to  force  the  Quarters  $  and  that  Tedro 
deAlvarado^  and  all  the  reft  who  were  with  him, 
mud  infallibly  have  perifhed,  had  they  not  been 
protected  under  rhe  Shadow  of  hisAuthority .  No 
body  offers  to  deny  that  Cortes  was  fenfible  of 
all  this  5  and  his  finding  that  Prince  religioufly 
pun&ual  to  all  he  had  promised,  left  him  not 
the  leaft  Room  to  furmife  the  contrary  :  It  be- 
ing prepofterous  to  fuppofe,  that  he  fhould  fo- 
ment an  Infurre£tion  which  he  feduloufly  en- 
deavoured to  fupprefs,  or  that  he  fhould  volun- 
tarily continue  among  the  very  People  whom 
he  defign'd  to  deftroy.  It  feems  an  Aftion  alto- 
gether inconfiftent  with  the  ufiial  Prudence  of 
Cortes^  to  fhew  a  Contempt  for  a  Perfon  of 
whofe  Afliftance  and  Protection  there  was  fo 
much  Probability  he  might  ftand  in  Need  5  nor 
was  the  Immoderation  they  charge  him  with, 
as  the  EfFed  of  his  Profperity,  at  all  natural  to 
his  Temper  and  Genius.  It  may  be  believ'd, 
or  at  leaft  furmis'd,  that  Antonio  de  Herrera 
gave  into  this  Particular  with  little  or  no  Foun- 
dation, only  by  perufing  the  Manufcripts  of 
Bernal  T>iaz,  a  prejudiced  Interpreter  of  the 
Actions  of  Cortes ;  and,  perhaps,  he  inclined 
to  follow  his  Opinion,  that  he  might  have  an 
Opportunity  to  bring  in  that  Sentence  of  Ta- 
citus:  A  dangerous  Ambition  in  Hiftorians, 
Vol.  II,  K  fmce 


1 30    The  Hiftory  of  the     Book  IV. 

fince  it  fcldom  fails  of  either  wrefting  the 
Truth,  or  biailing  the  Narrative,  purely  to  in- 
troduce the  Remarks  they  like ;  and  it  is  not 
every  one  that  will  be  at  the  Trouble  of  exa- 
mining whether  the  Quotation  and  the  Truth 
of  the  Fact  agree. 

CHAP.     XII. 

The  Motives  which  indue  d  the  Mexicans  to 
take  up  Arms.  Diego  de  Ordaz,  with  fome 
Companies  of  Men,  is  fent  to  make  ^Di foo- 
leries in  the  City  5  falls  into  an  Ambujh  the 
Revolt ers  had  laid  for  hi?n ;  upon  which 
Cortes  determines  to  profecute  the  War. 

TWO  or  Three  Days  before  Cortes  ar- 
rived at  Mexico,  the  Rebels  had  retired 
to  the  other  Part  of  the  City,  fufpending  all 
Hoftilitiesj  in  which,  according  to  what  could 
be  inferr'd  from  the  Event,  they  had  crafty 
and  treacherous  Views.  They  thought  them- 
felves  fecure  in  their  exceffive  Numbers,  and 
were  grown  proud  upon  their  having  kill'd 
Three  or  Four  Spa?iiards  in  the  paft  Engage- 
ments :  An  extraordinary  Accident,  from  which 
(tho'  at  the  Expence  of  many  Lives)  they  af- 
fum'd  frefh  Boldnefs,  and  greater  Infolence. 
They  knew  Cortes  was  coming,  and  could  not 
be  ignorant  how  much  his  Army  was  increas'd  j 
but  they  were  fo  far  from  fearing  him,  that 
they  retreated  in  that  Manner,  and  left  him 
the  Entrance  free,  with  the  View  of  deftroy- 
ing  all  the  Spaniards  at  once,  after  they  were 

joind 
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join'd  in  the  City.  Their  real  Defign  in  that 
myfterious  Condud  was  not  at  firft  underftood, 
1110'  their  Retreat  was  looked  upon  as  Policy  5 
nor  can  one  judge  too  fufpicioufly  of  the  Mo- 
tions of  a  known  Enemy. 

The  whole  Army  was  quarter'd  within  the 
Walls  of  the  fpacious  Palace,  where  both  Spa- 
niards and  Tlafcalans  were  fufficiently  ac- 
commodated :  Guards  and  Centinels  were  dis- 
tributed and  placd,  anfwerable  to  the  jealoufy 
wherewith  that  myfterious  Ceflation  from  Ho- 
stilities had  infpir'd  them.  Cortes  retired  with 
"Pedro  de  Alvarado  to  inquire  into  the  Origi- 
nal of  this  Sedition,  and  to  confider  of  Re- 
medies upon  the  Knowledge  of  the  Caufe. 
And  here  we  again  meet  with  the  fame  Vari- 
ety and  Contradidions  by  which  the  Courfe  of 
our  Pen  has  been  frequently  interrupted.  Some 
fay,  That  the  Pradices  of  Narvaez  firft  in- 
due'd  the  Mexicans  to  this  Infurredion. 
Others,  That  Motezuma  himfelf  contriv'd  and 
fomented  the  Mutiny,  as  impatient  of  Con- 
finement, and  defirous  of  his  Liberty ;  but  it  is 
not  at  all  nccefTary  that  we  dwell  upon  this 
Point,  fince  we  have  already  fully  fhewn  upon 
what  (lender  Foundations  thefe  private  Nego- 
tiations are  attributed  to  Narvaez,  5  and  Mote- 
zuma has  been  fufficiently  clear'd  from  all  fuch 
incoherent  and  contradidory  Imputations, 
Some  have  affirm'd  the  Source  of  this  Sedition 
to  have  been  the  Loyalty  and  Fidelity  of  the 
Mexicans  5  reporting,  that  their  fole  Reafon 
for  taking  up  Arms,  was  in  order  to  refcue 
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their  Sovereign  from  the  Oppreflion  he  lay 
under;  a  Sentiment  which  comes  nearer  to 
Reafon  and  Probability,  than  it  does  to  real 
Fad.  Others  attribute  this  Rupture  to  the 
Zeal  of  the  Indian  Priefts :  And  this  Opinion 
indeed  has  fome  Appearance  of  Truth ;  for 
they  were  very  officious  in  the  Tumult,  loudly 
publifhing  the  Menaces  of  their  Gods,  infpire- 
ing  the  reft  with  that  fame  Fury  wherewith 
they  themfelves  were  difpos'd  to  receive  their 
diabolical  Oracles.  They  repeated  to  the  Peo- 
ple what  Satan  fpoke  by  the  Mouths  of  their 
Idols  5  and  tho'  they  were  not  the  firft  Movers 
of  the  Sedition,  they  were  yet  indefatigably 
a&ive,  and  powerfully  zealous  in  fupporting  it, 
by  ftirring  up  the  People's  Minds. 

Foreign  Writers  are  ftill  far  more  remote 
from  the  Appearance  of  Truth,  accounting 
the  Origin  and  Motives  of  thofe  Difturbances 
among  the  Cruelties  and  Inhumanities  with 
which  they  endeavour  to  difcredit  and  blacken 
the  Spaniards  in  their  Conqueft  of  the  Indies: 
And  the  worft  of  all  is,  they  fupport  their  Ma- 
lice by  citing  Bartolome  de  las  Cafasy  or  Ca- 
Jaus,  who  was  afterwards  Bifhop  of  Chiapay 
whofe  Words  they  copy,  and  quote  as  an  au- 
thentick  infallible  Proof  of  what  they  charge 
our  Nation  with,  as  being  the  Teftimony  of 
one  of  our  own  Authors,  and  a  Perfon  of  no 
fmall  Diftin&ion.  What  he  left  in  Writing, 
and  which  pafTes  among  his  Works,  is,  "  That 
"  the  Mexicans  having  appointed  a  publick 
"  Dance,  of  that  Kind  which  they  call  Mi- 

"  totes, 


Book  IV.     Conquefi  of  Mexico.     133 

"  totes,  in  order  to  divert  and  entertain  Mo- 
H  tezuma,  "Pedro  de  Alvarado,  taking  No* 
"  tice  of  the  Jewels  with  which  the  Indians 
"  were  adorn  d,  call'd  together  all  his  Soldiers, 
"  and  fell  upon  them,  cutting  them  to  Pieces, 
"  to  make  himfelf  Mafter  of  thofe  valuable 
"  Ornaments  >  in  the  gaining  of  which  infa- 
ic  mous  Spoils,  he  fays,  above  Two  Thoufand 
"  of  the  Mexican  Nobility  were  put  to  the 
"  Sword,"  with  which  he  leaves  the  Confpi- 
racy  on  the  Footing  of  a  juft  Revenge.  A 
prcpofterous,  unaccountable  Suggcftion,  nei- 
ther probable,  nor  even  poffible.  This  Pre- 
late did,  at  that  Time,  folicit  the  Relief  of  the 
Indians,  and  exaggerating  the  Opprefllons  they 
laboured  under,  had  far  lefs  Regard  to  the 
Truth,  than  to  the  fupporting  of  his  own  Af- 
fcrtions.  The  greateff  Part  of  our  Writers 
convift  him  of  being  ill-inform'd,  both  in  this 
and  other  Enormities  with  which  he  has 
charg'd  the  Spaniards  in  his  Writings.  *Tis 
happy  to  find  him  fo  well  refuted,  that  we 
may  the  better  treat  him  with  that  Refpeft 
which  is  due  to  his  Dignity. 

The  Truth  of  the  Matter  was,  That  Pedro 
de  Alvarado,  a  little  after  the  Departure  of 
Cortes  from  Mexico,  perceiv'd,  in  the  Nobi- 
lity of  that  Court,  lefs  Refpeft  and  Complai- 
fance  than  uftial  5  which  obliged  him  to  behave 
himfelf  with  greater  Caution,  and  to  have  an 
Eye  to  their  Motions.  He  employ 'd  fome  Per- 
fons  in  whom  he  could  confide,  to  obferve 
what  pafs'd  in  the  City ;  and  by  them  under- 
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ft.ood,  That  the  People  were  contriving  fome- 
thing  extraordinary ;  that  they  held  Aflemblics 
in  feveral  Houfes,  with  an  ill-concerted  Privacy, 
which,  tho'  it  conccal'd  their  Meafures,  yet 
plainly  enough  difcover'd  their  Intentions : 
However,  he  had  fuch  good  Intelligence,  as  to 
learn  affurcdly,  that  there  was  a  dangerous 
Confpiracy  hatching  againft  the  Spaniards ; 
nor  was  it  long  before  he  gain  d  even  fome  of 
the  Confpirators  themfclves,  who  gave  him  a 
full  Account  of  the  whole  Treafon,  aggravate*? 
ins;  the  Circumftances,  without  forgetting  their 
own  Intereft.  A  folemnFeftival  was  drawing 
near,  which  they  were  annually  wont  to  cele- 
brate with  thole  Publick  Dances,  call'd  Mi- 
totes  y  in  which  there  was  a  promifcuous  Con- 
vention of  Nobility  and  Plebeians,  and  indeed 
an  Aflembly  of  the  whole  City.  This  Day 
was  pitched  upon  for  the  putting  their  Enter- 
prize  in  Execution,  as  fuppofing  that  upon  fuch 
an  Occafion  they  might  aflemblc  openly,  with- 
out being  taken  Notice  of,  or  giving  any  Jea- 
loufy.  Their  Intention  was  to  begin  the 
Dance,  in  order  to  get  the  common  People 
together,  and  then  in  a  Body,  followed  by  the 
Multitude,  to  cry  aloud  for  their  Emperor's 
Liberty,  and  the  Defence  of  their  Gods  5  poft- 
poning  the  Publication  of  their  Defigns  till 
then,  as  being  of  too  great  Importance  to  be 
hazarded  among  the  Vulgar,  till  they  might 
reafonably  think  themfelves  fecure  from  Dan- 
ger by  their  Numbers  5  and  in  Reality  their 
Scheme  was  not  ill  laid  5  nor  is  it  often  feen  that 
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the  Wicked  are  defective  in  Contrivances  how 
to  perpetrate  the  Evil  they  have  projefted. 

The  Morning  before  the  appointed  Day, 
fome  of  the  chief  Promoters  of  the  Sedition, 
came  to  vifit  Tedro  de  Alvarado,  and  ask'd. 
his  Permiflion  to  celebrate  their  Feftival,  which 
was  no  other  than  a  formal  Compliment  with 
which  they  thought  to  blind  him  ;  and  he  not 
having  as  yet  his  Sufpicions  fufficiently  con- 
firmed, granted  their  Requeft,  upon  Condition 
that  they  mould  not  go  arm'd,  nor  offer  any 
human  Sacrifices :  But  that  very  Night  he  un~ 
derftood,  that  they  were  bufily  employed  in 
concealing  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  Arms  in 
Houfes  near  the  Temple.  This  intirely  difli- 
pated  all  his  Doubts,  and  gave  Occafion  for  a 
very  rafh  Aftion,  which  yet  had  fome  Appear- 
ances of  a  Remedy,  and  might  have  prov'd  fo, 
if  he  had  gone  about  it  with  due  Moderation. 
He  refolv'd  to  affault  them  in  the  Beginning  of 
their  Feftival,  without  giving  them  Time  to 
take  Arms,  or  raife  the  Populace  ;  and  accord- 
ingly he  put  it  in  Execution,  going  out  at  the 
Hour  appointed,  accompany'd  with  Fifty  of  his 
Men,  as  if  his  Curiofity  to  fee  the  Diverfion 
had  led  him  thither.  He  found  them  all  in  a 
Manner  intoxicated  with  Liquor,  and  Excefs  of 
Joy,  that  their  Treafon  was  hitherto  undifco- 
ver'd,  and  in  fo  great  a  Forwardnefs.  He  at- 
tacked and  put  them  to  Flight  with  little  or  no 
Refiftance  5  wounding  and  killing  fevcral  who 
delayed  running  away,  or  leaping  from  the  Gal- 
leries and  Windows  of  the  Temple.     His  De- 
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fign  was  only  to  terrify  and  difperfe  them, 
which  he  indeed  very  eafily  compals'd,  but  not 
without  Diforder  5  for  the  Spaniards  inftantly 
fell  to  (tripping  the  Dead  and  Wounded  of 
their  Jewels  and  Ornaments  of  Value :  A  Li- 
berty not  to  be  prevented  at  that  Time,  nor 
ever  without  the  greateft  Difficulty,  when  a 
Soldier  finds  himfelf  with  a  Sword  in  his 
Hand,  and  Gold  in  View. 

Pedro  de  Alvara do  managed  this  Af- 
fair with  more  Heat  than  Forefight.  He  re- 
tir'd  with  the  Satisfaction  of  a  Conqueror, 
without  acquainting  the  Populace  with  the 
Motives  of  his  Anger.  He  ought  immediate- 
ly upon  the  Spot  to  have  publim'd  the  Treach- 
ery which  thofe  Nobles  had  been  contriving 
againft  him ;  and  mould  have  expos'd  the  Arms 
they  had  concealed,  or  have  done  fomcthing 
on  his  Part  to  gain,  in  his  Favour,  the  Votes 
of  the  common  People,  who  are  always  very 
eafily  mov'd  againft  the  Nobility  :  But  he  re- 
turned well  fatisfy'd  and  convine'd  that  the 
Chaftifement  he  infli&cd  upon  the  Indians  had 
been  juft,  and  the  Refolution  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary,  and  was  ignorant  how  much  it  im- 
ported a  fuccefsful  Aclion  to  be  lupported  by 
Equity  and  Reafon.  Thofe  People,  who  knew 
nothing  at  all  of  the  Provocation,  and  beheld 
the  Slaughter  of  the  Nobility,  and  Spoil  of 
their  Jewels,  attributed  the  whole  Adtion  to 
an  avaricious  Thirft,  and  were  fo  enrag'd,  that 
they  prefently  ran  to  their  Arms,  and  with 
little  or  no  Solicitation  from  the  firft  Con- 
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fpirators,  incorporated  themfclvcs  into  their 
Body,  by  which  Means  the  Sedition  was  in- 
stantly fwell'd  to  a  mod  formidable  Monfter. 

Hernan  Cortes  reprehended  Tedro 
de  Alvarado  for  his  rafli  Procedure,  and  efpe- 
cially  for  his  Want  of  Confideration,  in  ha- 
zarding himfelf  and  the  beft  Part  of  his  Forces 
upon  a  Day  when  all  the  City  was  in  Com- 
motion, leaving  his  Quarter,  and  what  fhould 
have  been  his  chief  Care,  exposed  to  any  Ac- 
cident which  might  happen.  He  was  likewife 
much  concerned,  that  he  had  conccal'd  from 
Motezuma  the  firft  Notices  he  received  of  that 
Disturbance  $  for  Alvarado  did  not  confide  in 
that  Prince,  till  he  faw  him  by  his  Side  in  the 
fucceeding  Difpute;  whereas  he  fhould  have 
communicated  to  him  his  Sufpicions,  if  not 
to  make  Ufe  of  his  Authority,  yet,  at  leaft,  to 
found  his  Mind,  in  order  to  difcover  whether 
or  no  it  was  fafe  to  leave  him  with  fo  weak  a 
Garifon  5  which  was  the  fame  thing  as  to  turn 
his  Back  upon  an  Enemy  of  whom  he  ought 
to  have  been  moft  jealous.  He  blam'd  his  In- 
advertency that  he  did  not  publickly  juftify 
himfelf  to  the  People,  and  even  to  the  Delin- 
quents themfelves,  for  fuch  a  violent  Proceed- 
ing. By  all  which  it  is  manifeftly  obvious,  that 
neither  in  the  Aftion  itfelf,  nor  the  Motives, 
or  Circumftances,  was  there  any  of  that  pre- 
meditated Malice  which  has  been  imputed  to 
him :  For  moft  certainly  Cortes  would  not  have 
been  fatisfy'd  with  reprehending  only  a  Mif~ 
demeanor  of  fo  much  Injuftice  and  Cruelty, 

nor 
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nor  would  have  let  flip  that  Opportunity  of 
punching,  or  at  lead  confining  him,  m  order 
to  introduce  Peace  by  that  kind  of  Satisfac- 
tion :  But,  on  the  contrary,  we  find  that  Aha- 
rado  himfelf  proposed  his  own  Imprifonment, 
as  a  Means  to  facilitate  the  Reduction  of  thole 
People ;  but  Cortes  did  not  approve  of  that 
Method,  becaufe  he  thought  it  was  a  better 
Way  to  make  Ufe  of  the  fame  Reafon,  which 
Alvarado  himfelf  had  againft  the  firft  Muti- 
neers, to  undeceive  the  Populace,  and  weaken 
the  Fa&ion  of  the  Nobility. 

The  Seditious  kept  clofe  ail  the  Evening, 
nor  was  there  afterwards  any  thing  to  difturb 
the  Quiet  of  that  Night.  The  Morning  came, 
and  Hernan  Cortes  obferving  the  fame  fufpi- 
cious  Silence  to  be  (till  among  the  Enemy, 
made  no  Doubt  but  that  they  v/ere  at  their 
Cabals,  fmce  not  one  Soul  was  to  be  feen  iq 
the  Streets,  nor  any-where  about,  as  far  as  the 
Eye  could  difcern  \  infomuch  that  he  ordcr'd 
*T)iego  de  Ordaz  out  into  the  City  to  dive  into 
the  Bottom  of  that  Myftery.  He  took  with 
him  Four  Hundred  Spanijh  and  Tlafcalan  Sol- 
diers, and  in  good  Order  began  to  march  thro' 
the  principal  Streets.  He  had  not  gone  far,  be- 
fore he  difcover'd  a  pretty  numerous  Company 
of  armed  Men,  which  the  Enemy,  it  feems, 
had  detach'd  on  purpofe  to  decoy  and  draw 
him  on  5  and  he  ftill  advancing,  with  a  Defign 
to  make  fome  Prifoners,  in  order  to  get  Intel- 
ligence, difcover'd  an  innumerable  Multitude 
of  Indians,  who  march'd  up   to  his  Front  5 

when 
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when  looking  back,  he  beheld  another  Army 
in  his  Rear,  which  had  been  conceal'd  in  the 
neighbouring  Streets,  on  each  Side,  cutting  off 
his  Retreat.  Both  Bodies  attack'd  him  at  once 
with  equal  Fury  5  and  at  the  fame  Time  there 
appear'd  at  the  Windows,  and  in  the  Terraces 
of  theHoufes,  a  Third  Army  of  the  Common 
People,  which  in  a  Manner  hinder'd  our  Men 
from  breathing,  darkening  the  Air  with  Stones, 
and  all  Sorts  of  miflive  Weapons. 

Diego  de  Ordaz,  who,  upon  this  Oc- 
cafion,  flood  in  Need  of  all  his  Valour,  Refo- 
lution,  and  Experience  to  extricate  himfelf, 
with  Speed,  and  in  good  Order,  from  the  Dan- 
ger he  was  in,  divided  his  Battalion  according 
to  the  Ground  5  making  a  Second  Front  with 
his  Rear,  employing  Pikes  and  Swords  againft 
the  Two  Torrents  of  Enemies  below,  and  ply- 
ins:  his  Fire- Arms  againft  thofe  who  were  above. 
It  was  wholly  impracticable  for  him  to  adver- 
tile  Cortes  of  the  Danger  he  was  in  $  nor  did 
the  General  think  it  any  way  neceflary  to  re- 
inforce him  without  fuch  Notice,  as  prefuming 
that  he  had  fufficient  Force  to  execute  the  Or- 
ders he  had  given  him :  But  the  Heat  of  the 
Engagement  was  of  no  long  Continuance ;  for 
the  Indians  attacked  fo  tumultuoufly,  that,  con- 
founded by  their  own  Numbers,  they  hinder'd 
each  other  from  rnaking  Ufe  of  their  Arms; 
and  fo  many  of  them  loft  their  Lives  at  the 
firft  Affault,  that  the  reft  retired  to  fuch  a  Di- 
fiance,  that  they  could  neither  offend,  nor  be 
offended.     The  Fire-Arms  quickly  cleared  the 
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Terraces;  and  'Diego  de  Ordaz,  who  only 
came  to  make  Discoveries,  thought  it  not  pro- 
per to  engage  himfelf  too  far,  and  perceiving 
rhat  the  Enemy  befteg'd  him  at  a  Diftance,  re- 
duced now  to  fight  with  their  Tongues,  as  the 
only  Weapons  they  could  ufe,  loading  him 
with  loud  Threats,  and  fcurrilous  Language, 
refolv'd  to  retreat,  by  opening  a  Pafiage  with 
his  Sword :  So  that  having  given  Orders,  and 
marching  in  the  fame  Form  in  which  he  then 
was,  he  vigoroufly  attacked  thofe  who  were 
polled  between  him  and  the  Quarters,  as  he, 
at  the  fame  Time,  did  thofe  who  were  in  the 
Rear,  or  who  appeared  upon  the  Tops  of  the 
Houfes.  He  compalVd  his  Retreat  with  Diffi- 
culty, and  not  without  the  Expence  of  fome 
Elood ;  for  he  himfelf,  together  with  the 
created  Part  of  his  Men,  were  wounded,  and 
he  left  Eight  dead  upon  the  Spot,  whom  they 
could  not  poflibly  bring  off.  It  is  likely  they 
were  Tlafcalans ;  bceaufe  Mention  is  only 
made  of  one  Spaniard,  who  behav'd  himfelf 
remarkably  well  that  Day,  and  died  difcharge- 
ing  his  Duty.  BernalcDiaz>  del  Cajiillo  gives 
a  particular  Account  of  his  Behaviour,  and  fays, 
-  his  Name  was  Lezcano.  The  reft  of  the 
Authors  do  not  mention  him  at  all,  fo  that  his 
true  Name  is  not  pofitively  known,  which  de- 
ferv'd  to  be  tranfmittcd  to  Poftenty,  who,  ne- 
vcrthelefs,  under  that  Name,  honour  the  Me- 
mory of  that  valiant  Soldier.  Cortes  became 
fenfible,  by  what  had  happen  d,  that  it  was  no 
Time  now  to  endeavour  at,  or  even  to  think 
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of  making  any  Propofals  for  an  Accommoda- 
tion, which  would  lcffcn  his  own  Reputation, 
and  augment  the  Infolence  of  the  Seditious. 
He  determined  therefore  to  make  it  defir'd  by 
the  Enemy,  rather  than  to  propofe  it  himfelf, 
and  to  make  a  Sally  out  into  the  City  with  the 
greateft  Part  of  his  Troops,  in  order  to  oblige 
them,  by  dint  of  Hoftilities,  to  feek  for  Peace. 
There  was  at  that  Time  none,  by  whofe  Means 
he  could  introduce  the  Treaty.     As  for  Mote- 
z,urna,  he  was  diffident  of  his  own  Authority, 
being  apprehenfive  of  the  Difobedicnce  of  his 
Vaflals.      Among  the  Rebels  no  one  either 
commanded  or  obey'd,  or  rather  they  all  com- 
manded, and  none  obeyed  :  A  Mob,  confus'd, 
ungovernable,  without  Diftin&ion  or  Difci- 
pline,  promifcuoufly  composed  of  Nobles  and 
Plebeians.     Cortes  defir'd,  with  all  his  Heart, 
to  follow  the  Path  of  Moderation,  and  was 
not  altogether  without  Hopes  of  bringing  Mat- 
ters to  an  Accommodation  5  but  he  thought  it 
neceffary  to  make  it  be  fought  by  the  Muti- 
neers,  before  he  undertook  to  pcrfuade,   in 
which   he  acted  like  a  prudent  and  cautious 
Commander :  For  it  is  never  fafe  to  truft  to  dif- 
arm'd  Reafon  to  appeafe  the  Fury  of  a  feditious 
People  5  it  being  liften'd  to  with  but  little  At- 
tention, when  it  is  not  powerfully  fupported  ; 
and  Faftion  is  an  inexorable  Monfter,  with  an 
Infinity  of  Heads,  but  not  one  Ear. 
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CHAP.    XIII. 

The  Mexicans  affaalt  the  Spanifh  §)tiartersy 
and  are  repulsd.  Cortes  makes  two  Sal- 
lies,  and  tho  the  Enemy  are  both  times 
defeated,  and  pit  to  Flight  with  great 
Slaughter ',  yet  he  doubts  his  being  able  to 
reduce  them. 

THE  Mexicans  purfu'd  'Diego  de  Ordaz, 
efteeming  his  Retreat  no  better  than  a 
Flight,  following  the  Chace  with  a  diforderly 
Fury,  till  the  Artillery  from  the  Quarters,  with 
a  terrible  Slaughter,  oblig'd  them  to  give  back, 
as  far  as  was  neceflary,  to  be  out  of  the  Reach 
of  that  Danger  5  but  they  halted  in  Sight,  and 
by  their  Silence,  and  the  Diligence  with  which 
they  were  putting  themfelves  in  Order,  it  was 
plainly  perceivd  that  they  were  fomiing  fome 
new  Defign. 

Their  Intent  was  vigoroufly  to  aflault  the 
Quarters  on  every  Side;  and  all  the  Streets 
thereabouts  were  immediately  fiird  with  Peo- 
ple j  after  which  the  Drums  and  Shells  made 
the  Signal  for  the  Attack.  They  all  advane'd 
at  once,  with  great  Fury  and  Precipitation. 
Their  Van-guard  was  composed  of  Companies' 
of  Archers,  that  by  clearing  the  Walls  the  reft 
might  approach.  Their  Difcharges  were  fo 
inexpreflibly  thick,  in  order  to  make  Room 
for  thofe  who  were  appointed  for  the  Aflault, 
that  the  Defendants  found  themfelves  in  no 

finall 
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fmall  Confufion,  being  extremely  put  to  it  to 
defend  themfelves,  and  repulfe  their  Enemies 
at  the  fame  Time.  The  Quarters  were  in  a 
i  Manner  drowned  in  Arrows  5  which  Expref- 
jfion  ought  not  to  be  tax'd  with  being  too  hy- 
perbolical, fince  the  Spaniards  were  a&ually 
obliged  to  appoint  People  on  Purpofe  to  re- 
move them,  becaufe  they  were  a  fecond  Time 
offenfive,  by  barring  the  Way  to  the  Ramparts. 
The  Artillery  and  fmall  Fire- Arms  made  a  ter- 
rible Deftru&ion  of  the  Enemy  5  but  they  came 
fo  rcfolutely  determin'd  either  to  conquer  or 
to  die,  that  they  advanc  d  in  Swarms  to  fill  up 
the  Vacancy  of  thofe  who  fell,  and  carry 'd  on 
|ithc  Attack  with  an  intrepid  Obftinacy,  tram- 
pling upon  the  Dead  and  Wounded  indiffe- 
rently. 

Several  put  themfelves  under  the  very 
Cannon,  and  affaulted  with  incredible  Refo- 
I  lution,  making  Ufe  of  their  Aimed  Inftruments 
to  break  the  Gates,  and  pick  Holes  in  the 
I  Walls :  Some  got  upon  their  Companions 
Shoulders,  that  they  might  have  the  Enemy 
within  the  Reach  of  their  Weapons  5  others 
made  Ladders  of  their  own  Lances  and  Pikes 
to  gain  the  Windows  and  Terraces  5  and  all  in 
general  exposed  themfelves  to  Fire  and  Sword 
like  enrag'd  Beafts.  Notable  Inftances  of  a 
fearlefs  Temerity,  and  which  might  have  pafs'd 
for  gallant  Aftions,  had  true  Valour  performed 
that  which,  in  Reality,  was  no  other  than  a 
favage  Ferocity, 

But 
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But  they  were  at  laft  repuls'd,  and  retired, 
for  Cover,  to  the  Crofs  Streets,  where,  they 
continud  till  the  Night's  Approach  dilpers'd 
them  y  rather  becaufe  it  was  agreeable  to  the 
Cuftom  they  had,  not  to  fight  in  the  Sun's  Ab- 
fence,  than  that  they  gave  over  their  Enter- 
prize.  On  the  contrary,  they  had  the  Bold- 
nefs,  foon  after,  once  more  to  alarm  the  Spa- 
niards',  by  fetting  Fire  to  their  Quarters  in  dif- 
ferent Parts  5  which  they  did,  either  by  getting 
to  the  Doors  and  Windows,  in  the  Dark,  or 
by  fhooting  Arrows  from  a  pittance  with  arti- 
ficial Fire,  which  laft  indeed  fecms  moft  pro- 
bable 5  for  the  Flame  increased  fo  fuddenly, 
and  took  hold  on  the  Buildings  with  fuch  an 
impetuous  Rage,  that  they  were  oblig'd,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  Communication  of  the 
feveral  Fires,  to  break  down  fome  Walls,  and 
to  toil  afterwards  in  flopping  up  thofe  Breaches 
they  had  made,  and  to  put  them  in  a  Pofture 
of  Defence  $  a  Fatigue  which  lafted  the  greated 
Part  of  the  Night. 

But  fcarce  did  the  firft  Light  of  the  Morn- 
ing appear,  when  the  Enemy  was  difcover'd, 
feemingly  afraid  to  come  within  Reach  of  the 
Shot  5  for  they  only  provok'd  the  Spaniards  to 
fally  forth  from  their  Wails.  They  dar'd  them 
to  Battle  with  injurious  Speeches,  treating  them 
as  Cowards  for  lurking  behind  their  Intrench- 
ments  5  and  Cortes,  who  had  before  refolv'd 
to  make  a  Sally  upon  them  that  Day,  took  this 
Provocation  for  a  good  Opportunity  to  fire  the 
Minds  of  his  People.     He  prepar'd  them  with 
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a  fhort  Difcourfe  to  revenge  their  Wrong,  by 
chaftifing  the  Infolence  of  thofe  Barbarians^ 
and,  without  Delay,  he  form'd  his  whole  Force 
into  Three  Bodies,  each  confiding  of  Spani- 
ards and  Tlafcalans :  Two  of  thefc  Battalions 
he  ordered  for  clearing  the  Crofs-Streets,  and 
the  Third,  at  the  Head  of  which. he  himfelf 
march'd  in  Perfon  with  the   choiceft  of  his 
Troops,  took  the  Street  of  Tacuba,  where  the 
greateft  Body  of  the  Enemy  was  pofted.     He 
drew  up  his  Men,    and  distributed  Arms  as 
Neceflity  required  5  for  he  was  to  engage  both 
in  Front  and  Flank,   following  the  Method 
which  'Diego  de  Ordaz  had  obferv'd  in  his  Re- 
treat, efteeming  that,  which  a  little  before  had 
deferv'd  his  Applaufe,  to  be  now  worthy  his 
Imitation  5  wherein  he  (hew'd  the  Noblenefs 
of  his  Mind,  and  that  he  was  not  ignorant  how 
much  thofe  Superiors  hazard,  who  difdain  to 
follow  the  Footfteps  of  thofe  who  are  inferior 
to  them  in  Command,  and  how  near  they  are 
to  erring,  who  pretend  to  diftinguifh  them- 
felves  from  thofe  who  have  been  fuccefsful  by 
their  prudent  Condud. 

The  Three  Battalions  engaged  at  one  Time, 
and  the  Enemy  both  gave  and  receivd  the  firft 
Charges  without  lofing  Ground,  or  being  in  the 
leaft  fenfible  of  Danger,  venturing  fo  far  as 
even  to  come  to  Handy-Blows.  Their  Clubs 
and  Two-handed  Swords  were  managd  with  a 
defperate  Fury.  Regardlefs  of  Death,  they 
broke  in  among  the  Pikes  and  Swords  of  the 
Spaniards,  to  gain  a  Stroke  at  the  Price  of  Life. 
Vol.  II.  L  The 
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The  Fire- Arms  which  were  lcvcll'd  againft  the 
Galleries  and  Windows  could  not  divert  the 
Shower  of  Stones  which  inceflantly  came  from 
thence,  for  they  flung  them  without  difcover- 
ing  themfelves  5  and  it  was  necefiary  to  fct  fome 
Houfes  on  Fire,  to  put  a  Stop  to  that  trouble- 
fome  Hoftility. 

The  Mexicans,  at  laft,  gave  Way  to  the  fu- 
perior  Valour  of  the  Spaniards ;  but  as  they 
retreated,  they  broke  down  the  Bridges  of  the 
Streets,  and  fhew'd  themfelves  on  the  other 
Side;  obliging  the   Spaniards  to  fill  up  the 
Ditches,  ftill  fighting  all  the  while,  before  they 
could  profecute  the  Viftory .     Thole  who  were 
detach'd  to  clear  the  Streets  on  the  Sides, 
charg'd  the  Multitude  that  poflefs'd  them  with 
fo  much  Refolution,  that  they  fecur'd  the  Re- 
treat, and  always  kept  the  Enemy  in  Front,  till 
having  advanc d  as  far  as  the  Opening  into  a 
large  Square,  the  Three  Bodies  join'd,  and  at 
the  lirft  Attack  fo  difhearten'd  the  Indians,  that 
they  turned  their  Backs  with  great  Precipitation 
and  Confufion,  treading  one  another  under 
Foot,  and  fhewing  the  fame  Impetuofity  in 
their  Flight,  as  they  had  done  in  the  Battle. 

Cortes  would  not  fuffer  his  People  to 
profecute  the  Vittory  with  a  farther  Slaughter 
of  thofe  Vaflals  of ' Motezuma,  already  routed, 
and  flying  in  the  utmoft  Diforder  5  whether  it 
was  that  his  Heart  relented  at  the  Blood  already 
fpilt,  and  difdain  d  intirely  to  deftroy  a  van- 
quifh'd  Enemy,  or  that  he  thought  he  had  cha- 
(liz'd  their  Prefumption  with  fufficient  Rigour. 

He 


Book  IV.  Conquejl  of  Mexico.     147 

He  therefore  gather'd  up  his  Troops,  and  re- 
tir'd  without  meeting  with  the  lead  Opposi- 
tion. He  loft  Ten  or  Twelve  Soldiers,  and 
had  many  wounded,  chiefly  by  Stones  or  Ar- 
rows, but  none  dangeroufly.  The  Number 
that  the  Mexicans  loft  was  fo  great,  that  the 
Bodies  which  they  could  not  carry  off,  having 
firft  ting'd  the  Canals  with  their  Blood,  re- 
mained as  a  Spe&acle  of  Horror  in  the  Streets 
in  incredible  Heaps.  The  Engagement  laftcd 
all  the  Morning,  the  Spaniards  were  fome- 
timcs  very  hard  put  to  it,  and  their  Succefs 
was  intirely  owing  to  their  Experience,  Valour, 
$nd  good  Difcipline.  There  was  no  one  who 
could  in  particular  be  faid  to  excel  5  becaufe 
all  in  general  a&ed  with  equal  Bravery,  as  well 
Soldiers  as  Officers,  and  their  Exploits  recipro- 
cally effac'd  each  other.  The  Tlafcalans  be- 
hav'd  themielves,  by  the  generous  Example  fet 
them  by  the  Spaniards,  valiantly,  without  Pre- 
cipitation or  Raftmefs  ;  and  Cortes  conduced 
the  whole  Aftion  like  a  courageous  and  pru- 
dent Commander,  being  prcfent  evcry-where, 
but  more  efpecially  where  the  Danger  was 
greateft,  his  Sword  always  in  the  Face  of  his 
Enemy,  his  Eye  on  his  own  People,  his  Care 
whcre-ever  Occafion  requir'd  5  leaving  it  in 
Doubt  whether  more  was  owing  to  his  perlbnal 
Bravery,  or  to  his  confummate  Military  Skill, 
both  which  Virtues  he  poffcfs'd  in  an  eminent 
Degree,  and  are  Qualities  dcfircable  without 
Diftin&ion,  and  concur  without  Preference  in 
great  Commanders. 

L  2  lx 
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It  was  neceflfary  to  allow  fome  Time  for  re- 
frefhing  his  tir'd  Troops,  and  for  the  Cure  of 
the  Wounded  5  which  Sufpenfion  laftcd  Three 
Days,  or  fomething  more;  during  which  Inter- 
val they  only  took  Care  of  the  Defence  of  the 
Quarters,  having  the  Army  of  the  Mutineers 
conftantly  in  View,  with  whom  they  had  fome 
light  Skirmifhes,  a  Mixture  of  flying  and  fight- 
ing. In  this  Time  Heman  Cortes  artfully  re- 
new'd  his  Overtures  of  Peace  by  Means  of 
fome  Mexicans,  in  the  Service  of  Motezumay 
who  went  with  feveral  Propofals ;  but  he  was 
not  negligent,  during  the  Negociation,  but 
made  all  neceflfary  Preparation  for  War.  He 
order'd  Four  Towers  of  Wood  to  be  built, 
which  mov'd  upon  Wheels  with  little  Diffi- 
culty, and  were  to  be  usJd  againft  the  Enemy, 
in  cafe  there  fhould  be  Occafion  for  a  new 
Sally.  Each  of  thoie  Towers  was  capable  of 
containing  Twenty  or  Thirty  Men,  the  Roof 
defended  by  thick  Planks,  fufficient  to  reftft  the 
Stones  which  might  be  caft  from  the  Houfes, 
the  Front  and  Sides  with  Loop-Holes  to  dif- 
charge  under  Cover,  in  Imitation  of  the  great 
Engines  us'd  in  War,  which  cover  Men  to  un- 
dermine the  Walls  of  a  Town.  This  Defence 
he  thought,  at  that  Junfturc,  very  proper  to 
fhelter  his  Soldiers,  in  the  firing  of  Houfes,  and 
breaking  thro'  the  Trenches  with  which  they 
were  flopping  up  the  Streets;  and,  if  thefc 
rolling  Machines  were  not  good  for  engaging, 
yet,  the  Novelty  of  them  would  be  ufeful  by 
amazing  the  Enemy, 

Of 
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Of  the  Mexicans  who  were  fcnt  out  with 
Propofals  of  Peace,  fome  return'd  ill-treated, 
and  others  remain'd  among  the  Rebels,  to  the 
great  Diffatisfa&ion  of  Motezuma,  who  ear- 
neftly  defied  the  Reduction  of  his  feditious 
Subjects,  and  concealed,  under  a  Mask  eafy  to 
be  feen  through,  the  Jealoufy  he  had,  left  they 
fhould  intirely  fhake  off  their  Obedience, 
and  lofe  all  Fear  of  his  Authority.  At  this 
Time  they  were  making  new  Preparations  for 
War  in  the  City.  Thofe  of  the  mutinous 
Nobility  who  had  Vaffals  of  their  own,  fum- 
mon'd  the  People  of  their  refpective  Diftri&s : 
The  Force  of  the  Army  continually  increased ; 
nor  did  they  ceafe  to  provoke  the  Spaniards 
in  their  Quarters,  who  were  now  quite  tir'd 
with  bearing  the  troublefome  Repetition  of 
Menaces  and  Arrows,  which,  tho'  they  were 
equally  loft  in  the  Air,  did  not  fail  to  offend 
and  weary  out  their  Patience. 

With  this  good  Difpofition  of  his  People, 
the  Opinion  of  his  Captains,  and  the  Appro- 
bation of  Motezuma,  Cortes  made  a  fecond 
Sally  againft  the  Mexicans :  He  took  with  him 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  Spaniards,  and  about 
Two  Thoufand  Tlafcalans,  fome  Pieces  of 
Artillery,  the  Wooden  Machines,  and  fome 
Led-Horfes  to  be  us'd  upon  all  Occafions  where 
the  Breakings  of  the  Ground  did  not  render 
them  ufelefs.  The  feditious  Mexicans  were 
then  in  a  profound  Silence  5  but  the  Spaniards 
had  fcarce  begun  their  March,  when  the  Dif- 
ficulty of  the  Undertaking  was  quickly  known 

L  3  by 
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by  the  fudden  Shouts  of  an  innumerable  Mul- 
titude, alternate  with  the  hoarfe  and  difmal 
Sound  of  their  Drums  and  Sea-Shells.     The 
Rebels  did  not  wait  till  they  were  attacked,  but 
on  the  contrary  they  came  up  to  the  Spa- 
niards  with  furprizing  Refolution,  and  much 
lefs  Confufion  than  they  were  wont.     They 
gave  and  received  the  firft  Charges,    without 
Diforder  or  Precipitation  ;  but  it  was  not  long 
before  they  were  fenfible  of  the  Damage  they 
luftaind,  and  retir'd  by  little  and  little,  with- 
out turning  their  Backs,  to  the  firft  Entrench- 
ments they  had  made  in  the  Streets ;  in  De- 
fence of  which  they  renew 'd  the  Fight  with  fo 
much  Obftinacy,  that  it  was  nccefiary  to  ad- 
vance fome  Pieces  of  Artillery   to  diQodge 
them.     They  had  their  Retreats  very  near,  and 
in  fome  the  Bridges  of  the  Canals  were  taken 
up,  which  increased  the  Difficulty,  and  there 
was  no  Way  of  engaging  them  from  under 
Cover.     This  Day  the  Spaniards  obfeiVd  in 
the  Conduct  of  their  Enemies  fome  very  poli- 
tick and  confiderate  Attions,  and  fuch  as  made 
the  War  appear  more  than  a  Popular  Tumult. 
They  all  difcharged  at  the  fame  Time,  lower- 
ing their  Arm,  that  they  might  not  lofe  their 
Shot  by  the  Rcfiftance  of  the  Spanijh  Armour. 
They  defended  their  Pofts  with  Obftinacy,  and 
abandon'd  them    without  Confufion :   They 
fent  feveral  Men  into  the  Canals,  that  as  they 
fwam  up  and  down,  they  might  pufh  at  the  Spa- 
niards, and  wound  them  with  their  Pikes : 
They  had  got  up  huge  Pieces  of  Rocks  into 

their 
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their  Galleries,  to  deftroy  (the  Wooden  Towers, 
and  performed  it,  breaking  them  all  to  Shat- 
ters :  By  thefe  and  many  other  Signs,  it  was 
cafily  perceivd  that  fome  One  commanded 
them  5  for  they  animated  and  fupportcd  each 
other  feafonably,  and  in  the  very  Diforders  of 
a  feditious  Multitude,  they  fhew'd  fome  Sort 
of  Obedience  and  Difcipline. 

The  Engagement  lafted  the  greateft  Part  of 
the  Day  5  the  Spaniards  and  their  Confede- 
rates were  fore  d  to  gain  the  Ground  from 
Trench  to  Trench :  Much  Damage  was  done 
to  the  City,  many  Houfes  burn  d,  and  the 
Mexicans  loft  more  Blood  upon  this  Occa- 
fion  than  they  had  done  in  the  Two  precede- 
ing  Actions,  cither  that  they  advanced  nearer 
to  the  Fire- Arms,  or  becaufe  they  could  not 
fly  as  they  were  accuftomed,  being  hindered  by 
their  own  Entrenchments. 

The  Night  drew  on  apace ;  and  Cortes, 
with  Concern,  finding  himfelf  engag  d  in  the 
fruitlcfs  Difpute  of  gaining  Pofts  which  he 
could  not  maintain,  retir'd  to  his  Quarters, 
leaving  the  Sedition,  in  Reality,  rather  cha- 
ftis'd  than  qucll'd.  He  loft  ^bout  Forty  Sol- 
diers, moft  of  them  Tlafcalans,  had  above 
Fifty  Spaniards  forely  wounded,  and  himfelf 
fhot  with  an  Arrow  in  the  Left  Hand  ;  but  his 
inward  Wound  was  far  the  worft,  by  being 
fenfible,  upon  this  Occafion,  that  it  was  not 
poflible  to  continue  fo  unequal  a  War  with- 
out running  the  Rifque  of  lofing  both  his 
Army  and  his  Reputation :    The  nrft  Shock 
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his  Courage  had  felt,  and  which  greatly  di- 
ftrefs'd  his  Conftancy.  He  {hut  himfelf  up 
under  Pretence  of  his  Wound,  but  with  a  De- 
fign.  to  give  himfelf  up  to  Thought.  The 
greatcft  Part  of  the  Night  he  fpent  in  Reflec- 
tion: He  was  concern  d  and  vex'd  to  quit 
Mexico ,  and  could  find  no  Means  of  main- 
taining his  Ground  there.  He  endeavour'd  to 
exert  himfelf  againft  the  Difficulty,  but  found 
that  Reaibn  took  Part  with  his  Sufpicions. 
His  good  Senfe  and  Forefight  would  not  agree 
with  his  natural  Fire  and  Vigour,  and  all  was 
difputing  without  refolving  :  Difiatisfy'd  with 
the  Di&ates  of  Prudence,  and  impatient  at  the 
Pain  which  the  Mind  fuffers  in  being  unde- 
ceived, before  it  can  profit  by  it. 


CHAP.     XIV. 

Motezuma  exhorts  Cortes  to  retire  from 
Mexico,  which  he  offers  to  do  affoon  as 
the  Seditions  have  laid  down  their  Arms. 
They  return  to  attempt  another  Ajfault. 
Motezuma  /peaks  to  them  from  the  Wally 
and  is  wounded,  lofing  all  Hopes  of  re- 
ducing  them. 

NOR.  did  Motezuma  pafs  the  Night  in 
lefs  Difquiet.  He  doubted  the  Fidelity 
of  his  Vaffals,  and  his  Mind  was  aflaulted  by 
contrary  Paffions  5  of  which  fome  footh'd,  and 

others 
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others  oppos'd  his  Inclinations  :  Anger  carry 'd 
him  to  Violence ;  Fear  to  Moderation  5  and 
his  Pride  gave  him  a  Repugnance  to  any  Con- 
dcfcenfion.     He  was  that  Day  on  the  higheit 
Tower  of  the  Palace,  obferving  the  Battle,  and 
diftinguifh'd  amongft  the  Rebels  the  Lord  of 
Iz>tapalapay  and  other  Princes,    who  might 
afpire  to  the  Empire.     He  law  them  running 
here  and  there,  animating  the  Combatants,  and 
ordering  the  Action.     He  had  not,   as   yet, 
fufpe&ed  his  Nobles  would  have  engag'd  in 
fuch  manifeft  Outrages :  His  Anger  and  Con- 
cern increased  at  once,  and  his  Anger  prevailed ; 
the  firfl:  Motion  of  his  Temper  giving  them  up 
to  Deftru&ion,  breathing  nothing  but  Blood 
and  Slaughter  :  But  a  little  after  reflecting  how 
far  the  Evil  was  fpread,  and  the  Tumult  now 
converted  into  Trcafon  and  Rebellion  in  ail 
its  Forms,  he  funk  down  quite  difpirited,  re- 
maining without  Refolution  to  apply  a  Re- 
medy, and  every  Impulfe  of  his  natural  Fero- 
city gave  Way  to  Fear  and  Weaknefs.     No- 
thing appears  fo  terrible  to  a  Tyrant  as  the 
Thoughts  of  his  Crown  being  in  Danger  5  nor 
arc  any,  generally  fpeaking,  fo  fufceptible  of 
Fear  as  thofe  who   are    ambitious   of  beins: 
fcar'd. 

He  reflected  with  Deliberation  upon  various 
Means  of  rc-eftabliftiing  his  finking  Authority, 
and  none  appear'd  better  than  immediately  to 
fend  away  the  Spaniards,  to  return  to  his  Pa- 
lace, and  there  to  ufc  Lenity  towards  the  Rc- 
yolters,   before  he  proceeded  to  lift  up  the 

Hand 
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Hand  of  Juftice.  In  the  Morning  he  lent  for 
Cortes,  and,  with  a  good  deal  of  Addrefs, 
communicated  to  him  the  Caufe  of  his  Con- 
cern. With  an  affected  Security  he  aggravated 
and  exclaim'd  againft  the  Iniblence  of  his  No- 
bles, endeavouring  to  make  him  believe,  that 
his  Thoughts  were  more  taken  up  about  the 
Manner  ot  chaftifmg  them,  than  with  any  /Fear 
he  had  from  their  Revolt ;  and  went  on,  fay- 
ing, "  That  now  the  Troubles  of  his  Kingdom 
tc  requir'd  a  fpcedy  Remedy;  and  that  it  was 
u  ncccilary  to  take  away  all  Pretences  from  the 
"  Seditious,  and  to  make  them  fenfible  of 
"  their  Error,  before  he  punifh'd  their  Crime  : 
'*  That  all  Tumults  were  founded  upon  fome 
V  Appearances  of  Reafon ;  and  that  in  the  re- 
**  ducing  of  a  Multitude,  it  was  prudent  to 
*1  make  Conceflions  at  the  Beginning,  in  order 
"  to  command  more  abfolutely  afterward : 
"  That  the  Clamours  of  his  Yailals  had,  on 
<c  their  Side,  the  Excule  of  founding  well ; 
"  fmcc  all  they  demanded  was  the  Liberty  of 
"  their  Prince,  being  perfuaded  that  he  did 
"  not  enjoy  it,  and  miilaken  in  the  Method  of 
f*  obtaining  it :  That  Things  were  now  come 
"  to  that  pais,  that  Cortes  and  his  People  muft 
c-  unavoidably  leave  Mexico  without  Delay, 
"  that  he  himfeif  might,  by  his  own  Autho- 
M  rity,  fubje&  the  Rebels,  and  cxtinguifh  the 
"  Fire,  by  removing  the  Caufe/'  He  repeated 
how  much  he  had  futfer'd  for  not  violating  his 
Word  with  the  Spaniards,  and  touch'd  lightly 
upon  thole  Jcalouiics  which  gave  him  moft 
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Concern  :  But  the  Inftances  he  made  to  Cortes 
not  to  oppofe  his  Demands,  were  fo  fubmif- 
five,  that  the  Influences  of  Fear  plainly  difco- 
ver'd  themfclves  in  the  Earncftncfs  of  the  Re- 
queft. 

Cortes  himfelf  was  of  Opinion,  that  it 
was  convenient  for  him,  in  the  prefent  Jun- 
cture of  Affairs,  to  retreat,   but  not  without 
Hopes  of  rcfuming  the  Enterprize  upon  a  bet- 
ter Foundation :  And  rccollc&ing  his  Thoughts 
on  that  Point,  which  made  the  Propofal  feem 
the  lefs  ftrange,  he  readily  anfwer'd  :  "  That 
"  it  was  both  his  Inclination  and  Opinion  to 
<c  obey  him  with  an  intire  Rcfignation  ;  de- 
P  firing  only  to  do  that  which  fhould  be  mod 
"  pleafing  and  agreeable  to  him,  without  en- 
<c  tcring  into  the  Motives  of  his  Refolution, 
"  or  lofing  Time  in  reprcfenting  the  Inconve- 
"  niencics  that  might  attend  it,  which  with- 
U  out  doubt  he  forefaw,  and  had  confider'd ; 
"  for  in  Difcuffions  of  this  Kind,  the  Inferior 
"  ought  always  to  fubmit  his  judgment,  the 
"  Will  of  Princes  being  a  fumcient  Reaibn. 
•"  That  neverthelefs  he  Ihould  be  much  trou- 
"  bled  to  go  from  him,  without  leaving  him 
"  fully  affur'd  of  the  Obedience  of  his  Vaflals ; 
"  particularly,  fince  that  dangerous  Circum- 
B1  ftance  of  the  Nobility's  having  declared  for 
■"  the  Populace,  required  greater  Precautions^ 
"  and  his  utmoft  Care  :  For  when  once  the 
P  Nobility  break  the  Bonds  of  Duty  and  Loy- 
<c  alty,  they   have   the   greateft  Attempts  in 
Sf  View,  and  ftick  at  nothing.     But  that  it  was 

"  not 
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14  not  for  him  to  offer  Reafons  to  delay  his 

"  March,  fince  his  Majefty  had  proposed  it  as 

u  a  neceflary  Remedy,  as  being  fenfiblc  of  the 

u  Infirmity  and  Humours   under  which   his 

:c  Kingdom  labour'd  :  Upon  which  Suppofi- 

u  tion,  and  his  own  fix'd  Refolution  immedi- 

:c  ately  to  march  with  his  Army  for  Zem- 

poala>  he  humbly  intreated  his  Majefty,  that 

1  before  his  Departure  he  would  oblige  his 

<c  Vaffals  to  lay  down  their  Arms  5  becaufe  it 

u  would  be  of  bad  Confequence,  that  they 

<l  fhould  attribute  to  their  Rebellion  what  they 

"•  ow'd  to  their  Sovereign's  Goodnefs :   That 

u  he  propos'd  this  more  out  of  Refpect  to  his 

"  Royal  Authority,  than  for  any  Trouble  or 

"  Concern  the  Obftinacy  of  the  Rebels  gave 

44  him  5  for  he  defifted  from  farther  chaftizing 

€C  them  out  of  pure  Regard  to  him,  carrying 

44  on  the  Point  of  his  Sword,  and  in  the  Va- 

44  lour  of  his  Troops,   every  Thing  that  was 

€i  neceiTary  to  fecure  his  Retreat.  ? 

Motezuma  did  not  expect  fuch  a  ready 

Compliance  in  the  Anfwer  of  Cortes '    but  ima- 
j.  * 

gin'd  he  fhould  have  met  with  greater  Refift- 
ance,  which  might  have  occafion'd  him  much 
Trouble  in  contending  and  difputing  that  Point 
upon  which  he  had  io  fully  deliberated  and 
reiblv'd.  He  made  his  Acknowledgment  to 
Cortes  with  a  great  deal  of  Joy,  and  both  his 
Voice  and  Countenance  funiciently  exprefs'd 
the  Satisfaction  of  his  Mind.  He  offered  to 
command  the  Revolters  immediately  to  lay 
down  their  Arms,  approving  of  that  Advice, 

and 
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and  thinking  it  neceffary,  to  the  end  that  his 
Vaflals  might  come  lefs  unworthy  to  capitu- 
late with  their  Prince  5  a  Point  which  he  had 
not  confider'd  before :  Yet  ftill  he  was  inwardly 
concern  d  at  his  beiag  forc'd  to  temporize  lb 
far  with  thofe  who  merited  nothing  but  his  Dif- 
pleafure,  nor  was  he  very  skilful  in  the  Art  of 
joining  Sovereignty  with  Diffimulation.  Be- 
fore this  Conference  ended,  an  Alarm  was 
founded  in  the  Quarters.  Cortes  immediately 
haften'd  to  their  Defence,  and  found  his  People 
all  preparing  to  refill  a  general  AfTault  the  Ene- 
my was  juft  going  to  begin  on  every  Side.  As 
the  Garifon  was  always  vigilant,  they  were 
received  with  the  utmoft  Rigour  of  the  Firc- 
Arms  5  but  nothing  was  able  to  flop  them,  for 
thofe  Rebels  {hut  their  Eyes  to  all  Danger,  and 
drove  each  other  on  with  fo  much  Precipita- 
tion, that  their  Van-Guard,  in  Appearance, 
without  their  own  proper  Movement,  were 
in  an  Inflant  at  the  Foot  of  the  Wall.  Their 
Bows  and  Slings,  which  were  left  at  a  conve- 
nient Diftance,  began  to  repeat  their  Difcharges, 
to  beat  off  thofe  who  were  upon  the  Ramparts 
to  refift  the  AfTault,  which  was  pufh'd  on  and 
oppos'd  with  equal  Refolution.  In  fome  Parts 
the  Enemy  got  Footing  within  the  very  Works, 
and  Cortes ,  who  had  form'd  a  Body  of  Referve 
compos'd  of  Tlafcalans  and  Spaniards  in  the 
principal  Court,  repair'd  with  new  Succours  to 
the  Pofts  which  were  moft  cxpos'd,  having  Oc- 
cafion  for  all  his  A&ivity,  and  all  the  Courage 
of  his  Troops,  that  the  Defence  might  not 
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flackcn,  nor  the  Enemy  come  to  underftand 
the  Advantage  which  Numbers  have  over  even 
Valour  itfelf. 

Motezuma,  being  foon  inform'd  of  the 
Conflid  in  which  the  Spaniards  were  engag'd, 
caird  "Donna  Marina,  and  lent  her  to  Cortes 
to  propofe,  "  That  according  to  the  prefent 
<€  State  of  Affairs,  and  conformable  to  what 
<c  they  had  both  agreed  upon,  it  would  be  very 
<c  convenient  that  he  fhould  fliew  himfelf  to 
"  his  Vaflals  from  the  Wall,  to  command  the 
*c  feditious  Populace  to  retire,  and  the  Nobles 
"  to  make  their  perfonai  Appearance  in  his 
*'  Prefencc,  difarnVd,  and  there  to  reprefent 
"  what  it  was  that  both  the  one  and  the  other 
"  defir'd."  Cortes  did  not  diflike  the  Propo- 
fal,  but  thought  this  Expedient  neceflary,  that 
his  People  might  breathe  a  little,  tho'  it  fhould 
not  be  fufficient  to  overcome  the  Obftinacy  of 
that  inflexible  Multitude.  Motezuma  inftant- 
ly  difpos'd  himfelf  to  put  his  Defign  in  Exe- 
cution, with  an  impatient  Concern  to  know 
the  Minds  of  his  Subje&s,  with  regard  to  his 
own  Perfon.  He  caus'd  himfelf  to  be  adorn'd 
with  his  Royal  Robes,  caird  for  his  Crown 
and  Imperial  Mantle  5  not  forgetting  the  Jewels 
which  he  was  accuftom'd  to  wear  upon  publick 
Occafions,  nor  other  affected  Formalities, 
which  fufficiently  publifn'd  his  Diffidence; 
making  it  appear  by  all  this  Care,  that  he  flood 
in  Need  of  exterior  Shew  to  gain  Refpecb,  and 
that  the  Afflftance  of  Purple  and  Gold  was  ne- 
ccfiary  to  cover  2nd  conceal  the  interior  Weak- 
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nefs  of  Majcfty.      With  all  this  Pomp  and 
Grandeur,  attended  by  the  principal  Mexicans 
who  continu'd  in  his  Service,  he  mounted  the 
Terrace  which  was  oppoiite  to  the  great  Ave- 
nue.    The  Garifon  was  drawn  up  in  Ranks 
for  him  to  pafs  thro',  and  one  of  the  Mexi- 
cans of  the  Emperor's  Equipage  advancing  to 
the  Rails,  with  a  loud  Voice  call'd  out  to  the 
Rebels,  to  prepare  themfelves  with  Reverence 
and  Attention  ;  for  the  Great  Motezuma  had 
condefcended  to  come  forth  in  order  to  hear 
their  Demands,  and  flic w  them  further  Favour* 
At  the  hearing  of  his  Name  the  Outcries  ceas'd, 
Terror  fucceeded,  and  got  the  better  of  Fury, 
and  they  remained  niotionlefs,  feeming  as  if 
they  were  afraid  even  to  breathe.    Motezuma 
1  then  fhew'd  himfelf  to  the  cxpe&ing  Multi- 
tude, with  a  Countenance  of  Severity  mix'd 
with  Lenity,  which  at  once  exprefs'd  both  his 
Anger  and  his  Fear.      Many  bent  the  Knee' 
when  they  faw  him,  but  the  mod  Part  hum- 
bled themfelves  fo  far  as  to  touch  the  Earth 
with  their  Foreheads,  having  Reafon  to  fear 
him,  as  well  as  a  Cuftom  of  worfhipping  him. 
He  firft  caft  his  Looks  on  all  in  general,  and 
then  upon  the  Nobles  in  particular,   with  a 
Shew  of  taking  Notice  of  thofe  he  knew. 
He  commanded  that  fome  fhould  draw  near, 
calling  them  by  their  Names.     He  honoured 
them  with  the  Title  of  Friends  and  Kinfmen, 
putting  a  Force  on  his  Indignation  :    He  ac- 
knowledge, with  a  proper  Decency  ofExpref- 
fion,  the  Affc&ion  with  which  they  defir'd  his 

Liberty  $ 
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Liberty ;  and  the  Harangue  he  made  them, 
tho'  we  find  it  differently  related,  was,  accord- 
ing to  the  Report  of  the  Majority,  to  the  fol- 
lowing Tenor : 


J  Am  Jb  far,  my  Vaffals,  from  looking  upon 
•*  this  ExprtJJion  of  your  Zeal  as  a  Crimey 
that  I  cannot  deny  my  being  inclind  to  ex- 
cufe  yon.     It  war,  indeed,  an  Excefs  to  take 
up  Arms  without  my  Leave ;  but  it  was  an 
Excefs  of  your  Fidelity.     Ton  believd,  and 
not  without  Appearance  of  Reafon,  that  I 
was  detain  d  by  Force  and  Violence  in  this 
Palace  of  my  Predeceffors ;  and  to  relieve 
your  Sovereign  from  Opprefjlon,  is  too  great 
an  Enterprise  to  be  attempted  without  fome 
^Diforder,  fince  no  Laws  arc  fujficient   to 
refrain  an  Excefs  of  Refentment  and  Grief 
within  the  Bounds  of  Moderation  and  Pru- 
dence :  And  notwithfanding  the  Occajion  of 
this  your  Commotion  be  with  jmall  Founda- 
tion, [becaufe  I  am  without  any  Manner  of 
Violence  among  thefe  Foreigners  whom  yon 
treat  as  Enemies)  I  now  fee  your  hiclzna- 
tions  are  good,  tho'  you  are  miftaken  in  your 
Method  of  proceeding.     It  is  by  my  own  vo- 
luntary Option  that  I  have  contimid  with 
them,  and  thought  myfelfobligd  to  few  them 
this  Favour,  on  Account  of  the  Refpeci  they 
have  always  paid  me,  arid  out  of  T>uty  to 
the  Prince  who  fends  them.     They  are  now 
difpatctid :  I  have  now  refolvd,  that  they 
fall  depart  my  Court  s  and  they  are  prepare- 

ing 
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ing  immediately  to  quit  the  Country :  But  it 
is  not  reajonable,  that  I  Jhould be  fooner  obeyd 
by  them  than  by  you,  who  are  my  natural 
Subjects  j  nor  that  their  Court  efy  jhould  ap- 
pear greater  than  your  "Duty.  Lay  down 
your  Arms,  and  come  to  my  Trefence  as  you 
ought,  that  all  Tumults  and'Difturbance  ceafe- 
ing,  you  may  be  convinced  how  much  you  are 
in  my  Favour,  by  the  Tar  don  I  am  ready  to 
give  you. 

Thus  Motezuma  concluded  his  Harangue; 
and  no  one  was  fo  bold  to  attempt  making  a 
Reply.  Some  beheld  him  with  Aftonifhment 
and  Confufion,  to  find  a  Requeft  where  they 
expefted  nothing  but  Indignation  -,  others  wept 
to  fee  their  Monarch  fo  humble,  or,  which 
founds  much  worfe,  fo  humbled:  But  at  the 
very  Time  of  this  Sufpcnfion,  the  Populace 
began  again  to  be  in  Commotion,  and  in  an 
;  Inftant  pafs'd  from  Fear  to  Fury  ;  cafy  at  all 
times  to  be  led  into  Extremes :  Nor  did  there 
Want  one  to  foment  it,  when  they  had  clcfted 
a  new  Emperor,  or  at  lcaft  had  refolved  on' 
the  Choice  5  for  in  our  Hiftorians  we  find  it 
;  differently  related. 

Their  Difrefped  immediately  was  converted 
into  Contempt.  They  told  him  aloud,  that 
he  was  no  longer  their  King  -,  and  that  he  fhould 
.quit  the  Diadem  and  Sceptre  for  the  DiftafF 
and  Spindle  5  giving  him  the  opprobrious  Names 
of  pufilanimous,  effeminate  Coward,  an  ab- 
je&Prifoner,  and  Slave  to  his  Enemies:  Their 
injurious  Language  was  drown'd  by  loud  and 
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repeated  Shouts;  and  he  endeavoured,  by  the 
Motions  both  of  his  Head  and  his  Hands,  to 
be  heard,  when  the  Multitude  began  to  ad- 
vance, and  let  fly  their  Arrows  againft  him, 
whereby  he  became  fenfible  of  the  utmoft  In- 
folence  of  his  rebellious  VafFals.  Two  Sol- 
diers, which  Cortes,  forefeeing  this  Danger, 
had  placed  at  his  Side,  endeavoured  to  cover 
him  with  their  Bucklers;  but  all  their  Care 
was  not  iufficient  to  prevent  his  being  touched 
by  fome  Arrows,  and  very  rigoroufly  by  a  Stone 
which  wounded  him  in  the  Head,  breaking 
Part  of  his  Temple,  with  which  Blow  he  fell 
down  fenfelefs  to  the  Ground;  an  Accident 
which  exceedingly  troubled  Cortes,  as  being 
one  of  the  moft  unfeafonable  Misfortunes  that 
could  have  poflibly  happened.  He  inftantly 
cauled  him  to  be  carried  to  his  Apartment, 
and,  with  frefh  Refentment  and  Indignation, 
repaired  to  the  Defence  of  the  Ramparts; 
But  he  found  no  Enemy  on  whom  he  could 
vent  his  Anger;  for  the  Mexicans  no  fooner 
beheld  their  Emperor  fall,  by  which  they  had 
Reafon  to  believe  that  he  was  wounded,  but 
they  were  fo  aftonifhed  at  the  Crime  they  had 
committed,  that  flying  without  knowing  from 
whom,  as  imagining  that  the  Vengeance  of 
their  Gods  purfued  them,  they  ran  to  hide 
themfelves  from  divine  Wrath,  with  that  kind 
of  Confufion,  or  Confirmation,  wrherewith  the 
Mind  is  wont  to  be  opprefied  after  the  com- 
mitting of  enormous  and  heinous  Crimes. 

Cortes 
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Cortes  immediately  repaired  to  Mote- 
zumas  Apartment,  who  foon  after  recovered 
his  Senfes,  and  came  to  himfelf;  but  fo  im- 
patient, and  full  of  Indignation,  that  it  was 
neceffary  to  hold  him,  in  order  to  prevent  him 
from  doing  himfelf  a  Mifchief.  It  was  im- 
poffible  to  drefs  his  Wound,  becaufe  he  tore 
away  whatever  Medicines  were  applied,  and 
he  broke  out  into  moft  furious  Threats,  which 
ended  in  Sighs  and  Lamentations :  Rage  did  its 
utmoft,  but  at  taft  dwindled  into  Pufilanimity : 
Perfuafion  offended,  and  Confolation  exafpe- 
ratcd  and  angered  him:  He  recovered, his  Sen- 
fes only  to  loofe  his  Understanding.  It  ap- 
peared neceffary  to  leave  him  for  a  while,  and 
allow  fome  Time  for  Confideration,  that  he 
might  get  rid  of  the  firft  Impreffions  of  the 
Infult  had  been  offered  him.  Overwhelmed 
with  exceflive  Grief,  he  was  left  to  the  Care 
of  his  Attendants,  continually  battling  with 
the  Violence  of  his  Temper,  and  the  Defpon- 
dency  of  his  Mind,  without  Spirit  enough  left 
even  to  think  of  attempting  Vengeance  upon 
the  Traitors,  but  efteeming,  as  a  moft  heroick 
Exploit,  the  Refolution  of  dying  by  his  own 
Hands:  A  barbarous  Recourfe  of  cowardly 
Minds,  who  fink  beneath  Calamity,  and  are 
only  valiant  againft  that  which  car;  leaft  oppofe 
them. 
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CHAP.    XV. 

Motczuma  dies  of  his  Wounds,  obftinately 
refujing  to  receive  Baptifm.  Cortes  fends 
his  Body  to  the  Mexicans,  who  celebrate 
his  Obfeqnies.  His  per  final  Qualities  and 
Character. 


M 


OTEZUMA  perfevercd  in  his  Im- 
patience, and  at  the  fame  Time  his 
Wounds  grew  worfc;  it  being  a  common 
Obfervation,  how  great  Influence  the  Paffions 
of  the  Mind  have  over  the  Corruption  of  the 
Humours.  The  Wound  in  his  Head  was  at 
firil  looked  upon  as  dangerous,  and  his  inward 
Agitations  quickly  made  it  mortal  5  nor  was 
it  by  any  Means  poflible  to  apply  the  necef- 
fary  Remedies,  till  he  grew  fo  weak  that  he 
had  not  Force  to  refift.  Thofe  who  attended 
him  were  no  lefs  put  to  it  to  oblige  him  to 
take  fome  Nourifhment,  the  want  of  which 
had  already  brought  him  very  low;  and  he 
feemed  to  have  nothing  of  Strength  or  Vigour 
left,  but  only  in  his  determinate  Refolution 
of  putting  an  End  to  his  Life  with  his  own 
Hands;  his  Defpair  incrcafing  as  his  Strength 
decay 'd.  His  Danger  was  known  in  time;  and 
Cortes,  who  feldom  left  him,  becaufe,  when 
he  was  prefent,  he  moderated  his  Grief,  and 
fomewhat  compolcd  himfelf,  ufed  his  utmoft 

Endca- 
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Endeavours,  by  prcfling  Inftances,  to  pcrfuadc 
him  to  that  which  mod  of  all  imported  him. 
He  took  all  proper  Opportunities  to  touch  up- 
on Religion,  calling  upon  him  with  gentle  and 
pathetick  Arguments  to  a  Dctcftation  of  his 
Errors,  and  to  feek  the  Knowledge  of  Truth, 
Upon  fome  Occafions  he  had  ihewn  fomc 
fort  of  Inclination  to  the  Rites  and  Precepts 
of  the  Catholick  Faith,  feemed  to  be  diflatif- 
fied  with  the  Abfurdities  of  Idolatry,  and  be- 

j  gan  to  give  fome  Hopes  of  his  Converfionj 
but  always  put  it  off  for  fome  diabolical  Rea- 
fon  of  State,  having  a  Regard  to  the  Supcrfti- 
tion  of  others,  tho*  his  own  had  left  him,  and 
fearing  his  Sub) eels  more  than  he  reverenced 
his  Gods. 

Cortes,  on  his  Part,  did  all  that  the  Du- 

i  ty  of  a  Chriftian  required.   He  intreated  him, 

I  with  all  poffible  Fervour  and  Tcndernefs,  to 
acknowledge  the  true  God  $  and,  by  receiving 
Baptifm,  to  fecurc  to  himfelf  a  glorious  Eter- 
nity in  the  next  World.  He  was  prefTed  by 
Father  Bartolome  de  Olmedo  with  Arguments 
of  ftill  greater  Force  and  Energy  5  nor  were 
the  Officers,  who  were  mod  in  that  Prince's 
Favour,  lefs  fedulous  in  their  Endeavours  to 
work  upon  him.  'Donna  Marina  did  not  on- 
ly interpret,  but  join'd  Intreaties  in  the  mod 
perfuafive  Terms  5  and  in  Spite  of  all  that 
Malice  and  Emulation  can  fay,  (for  even  in 
this  refped  the  Spaniards  are  charged  with 

1  Neglect)  no  human  Means  was  omitted  to  in- 
duce him  to  turn  into  the  Path  of  Truth : 

M  3  But 
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But  he  would  never  return  a  rational  Anfwer 
but  always  remote  from  the  Point  i  now  ex- 
claiming  againft  the  Infult  he  had  received 
anon  breathing  nothing  but  Threats  of  Ven- 
geance; thenhe  would  fall  into  Pits  of  Defpair* 
conjuring  Cortes  to  revenge  his  Injuries  upon 
the  Traitors.  In  this  miferable  Conflift  of 
Mind  he  continued  Three  Days,  and  then  fur- 
render'd  up  to  the  Devil  the  eternal  Pofleflion 
of  his  Soul,  employing  the  lateft  Moments  of 
his  Breath  in  impious  Thoughts  of  facrificing 
his  Enemies  to  his  Fury  and  Revenge,  leaving 
to  the  World  a  terrible  Example,  how  much 
the  Paflions  are  to  be  dreaded  in  the  Hour  of 
Death,  being  always  Enemies  to  Resignation, 
and  mod  predominant  in  the  Great  and  Power- 
ful, by  Reafon  that  as  the  Cuftom  of  obeying 
thofc  Paflions  prevails,  the  Vigour  diminifhes 
which  is  requisite  to  reprefs  and  fubdue  them. 

The  Concern  which  the  Death  of  this  Prince 
caufed  amongft  the  Spaniards  was  univerfal  5 
for  they  all  in  general  loved  him  with  an  equal 
Affe&ion,  fome  upon  Account  of  his  Liberality 
towards  them,  and  others  for  his  benevolent 
Difpofition.  But  Cortes,  who  was  far  more 
obliged  to  him  than  all  the  reft,  and  whofe 
Lofs  was  incomparably  greater,  took  this  cruel 
Stroke  fo  to  Heart,  that  he  was  quite  inconfo- 
lable  5  and  notwithstanding  he  endeavoured  all 
he  could  to  compofe  himfelf,  that  his  People 
might  not  be  difcouraged,  he  was  not  able  to 
conceal  his  inward  Grief,  but  was  frequently 
obferved  to  let  fall  fome  Tears  which  it  was 

not 
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not  in  his  Power  to  refrain.  He  had  founded 
the  greateft  Part  of  his  Dcfigns  in  the  volun- 
tary Subjection  of  that  Prince.  By  his  Death 
the  bed  of  his  Hopes  were  intirely  loft,  and  he 
found  himfelf  under  the  Neceility  of  forming 
a  new  Plan,  in  order  to  attain  the  Views  he 
had  propofed.  What  moft  fenfibly  touched 
him  was,  his  having  died  obftinate  in  his  Er- 
rors; the  laft  and  greateft  Aggravation  of  this 
Misfortune,  and  an  efiential  Point  which  di- 
vided his  Heart  between  Sorrow  and  Dread. 

His  firft  Care  was  to  call  together  all  the 
Servants  of  the  deceafed  Emperor,  of  whom 
he  chofc  Six  Perfons  of  the  greateft  Note  to 
carry  out  the  Body  into  the  City,  in  which 
Number  were  comprehended  fome  Priefts,who 
had  been  taken  Prifoners,  all  of  them  Eye- 
Witneffes  of  his  Wound  and  Death.  He  or- 
dered them,  from  him,  to  acquaint  the  Prin- 
ces who  were  at  the  Head  of  the  mutinous 
Populace,  "  That  he  had  fent  them  the  Corps 
h  of  their  late  Sovereign  murdered  by  their 
I  Hands,  which  enormous  Crime  gave  frefh 
u  Right  to  the  Juftice  of  his  Arms.  That 
P  before  his  Death  he  had  frequently  requevted, 
"  and  with  moft  preffing  Inftances  conjured 
"  him  to  revenge  his  Wrongs,  and  to  chaftize 
"  them  for  their  abominable  Rebellion.  But 
"  that  looking  on  their  Infurre&ion  to  have 
"  proceeded  from  the  brutal  Fury  of  the  Po- 
"  pulace,  and  as  an  Infolence,  the  Enormity 
"  whereof  he  hoped  thofe  of  better  Senfe  and 
*J  Rank  would  take  into  Confideration  and 
M  4  "  punifh, 
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u  punifh,  he  once  more  propofed  Peace,  give- 
Ci  ing  them  Leave  to  fend  their  Deputies  to 
u  make  Propofals  towards  an  amicable  Accom- 
"  modation,  afi  uring  them,  That  he  was  ready 
u  to  agree  to  any  reafonable  Conditions  ;  but 
"  that  at  the  fame  Time  he  would  have  them 
cc  to  underftand,   that  if  they  did  not  immc- 
"  diately   accept  his  Offer,  and  repent  them  -r 
<c  of  their  Crime,   they  fhould  not  only   be 
cc  treated  as  Enemies,  but  as  Rebels  and  Trai- 
"  tors  to  their  Prince,  experiencing  the  utmoft 
u  Rigour  of  his  Arms :    For  that  Motezuma 
u  (out  of  Refpeft  to  whom  he  had  with- held 
~:<  and  moderated  his  juft  Refentment)  being 
iC  now  dead,  he  would  lay  wafte,  and  intirely 
cc  deftroy  their  City  5   and  that  they  fhould,  : 
iC  when  too  late,   know  by  dear  Experience  : 
f  the  Difference   between  Hoftilities,   when  | 
little  more  than  barely  defenfive,  (and  by 
which  he  had  hitherto  only  endeavoured  to 
u  reduce  them  ro  Reafon)    and   a   declared 
"  War,  in  which  he  lay  under  an  Obligation 
"  to  chaflize  them  with  the  laft  Severity/' 

The"  Six  Mexicans  immediately  departed 
with  this  Meflage,  bearing  the  Corps  upon  their 
Shoulders;  and  at  a  fmall  Diftance  from  the 
Quarters,  a  Body  of  the  Seditious  advanced  to 
meet  them,  not  without  fome  Signs  of  Re- 
verence and  Refpecl,  as  was  obferved  from 
the  Walls.  They  all  followed  the  Corps, 
throwing  down  their  Arms,  and  abandoning 
their  Polls;  and  in  an  Inftant  the  City  was 
filled  with  Outcries  and  Lamentations 5  a  fuffi- 
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cicnt  Dcmonftration  that  that  melancholy  Ob- 
ject, which  gave  them  a  View  of  their  trea- 
fonable  Practices,  had  ibme  Sort  of  Imprefiion 
upon  their  obdurate  Hearts.  They  had  already 
elected  a  new  Emperor,  as  was  foon  after 
known;  fo  that  thofe  Expreflions  of  Grief 
could  not  proceed  from  afincerc  Repentance; 
nor  cou'd  thofe  Remains  of  Loyalty  found  ill 
in  the  Ears  of  the  Succeflbr,  who  muft  needs 
look  on  them  as  paid  to  the  Name,  and  not 
to  the  Perfon  of  the  Sovereign.  The  Outcries 
and  Clamours  of  the  People,  who  throng'd 
up  and  down  in  Swarms,  lafted  the  whole 
Night,  repeating  thro'  every  Street  the  Name 
of  Motezuma,  with  a  Kind  of  tumultuous 
Sorrow,  which  tho'  it  exprefled  a  Sort  of  re- 
lenting Refle&ion,  yet  ftill  carried  the  Face  of 
Sedition. 

Some  fay,  that  they  dragged  the  Body  about 
the  Streets,  and  cut  and  mangled  it  all  to 
Pieces,without  fparing  his  Children  andWives : 
Others,  that  they  expofed  it  to  the  Derifion 
and  Contempt  of  the  common  People,  till 
one  of  his  Servants,  ere&ing  an  humble  and 
irregular  Pile  of  Wood,  in  a  Place  little  fre- 
quented, and  lefs  decent,  he  there  reduced  it 
to  Afhes.  What  has  been  faid  may  be  believed 
of  an  enraged  Populace,  in  whofe  Inhumanity 
what  feems  fartheft  from  Decency  and  Reafon 
carries  the  greateft  Face  of  Probability.  But 
the  Truth  of  the  Matter  is,  that  the  Rebels  re- 
ceived the  Corps  with  Reverence  5  afFeding, 
£oth  in  the  adorning  it,  and  in  the  Funeral 
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Pomp,  to  appear  concerned  at  his  Death,  as 
a  Misfortune,  in  which  their  Intention  had 
no  Share  j  or  perhaps,  by  that  exterior  Shew 
of  Refpeft,  they  thought  either  to  appeafe  or 
to  deceive  their  falfe  Deities.  They  convey'd 
him,  the  next  Morning,  with  great  Solemnity 
and  Attendance,  to  the  Mountain  oiChapulte- 
feque,  where  they  were  accuftomed  to  perform 
the  Exequies,  and  to  preferve  the  Afhes  of 
their  Kings;  and  upon  this  Occafion,  the  Out- 
cries and  Lamentations  of  the  Multitude  re- 
founded  with  greater  Force  than  was  cuftoma- 
ry,  as  they  themfelves  afterwards  confirmed, 
looking  upon  thofe  Honours  they  had  fhewn 
to  the  Afhes  of  their  deceafed  Monarch  as  an 
Aft  of  Atonement,  and  a  fubftantial  Expiation 
of  the  Crime  they  had  committed. 

There  have  not  wanted  fome  Pens  who 
have  done  all  they  could  to  charge  Cortes 
with  this  Prince's  Death;  affirming,  That  he 
order'd  him  to  be  killed  to  free  himfelf  from 
the  Trouble  he  gave  him  :  Nay,  one  of  our 
Writers  fays,  That  it  was  fo  reported,  and 
neither  defends  nor  denies  it;  an  unpardon- 
able Negled,  which  without  being  a  con- 
vincing Proof  of  his  evil  Defign,  is  neverthe- 
lefs  very  like  Calumny.  Perhaps  the  Mexi- 
cans might,  fome  Years  afterwards,  affirm  it, 
to  make  the  Spaniards  hated  by  other  People, 
or  to  remove  the  Infamy  from  their  own 
Nation :  But  at  that  Time  it  is  certain  that 
they  neither  faid  it,  nor  fo  much  as  imagined 
any  fuch  Thing  5   nor  ought  any  Writers  to 
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give  thcmfelvcs  the  Liberty  of  publifhing  fuch 
ill-grounded  Incoherencies :  For  how  was  it 
poffible,  that  fo  considerate  and  vigilant  a 
Perfon  as  Hernan  Cortes,  when  he  had  upoa 
his  Back  the  whole  Power  of  the  Mexican 
Empire,  fhould  once  think  of  parting  with  a 
Pledge  in  which  confifted  his  greateft  Security  > 
Of  what  Advantage  could  the  Death  of  a  Prince, 
who  was  a  Friend,  and  iiibje&ed,  be  towards 
the  Conqueft  of  a  Kingdom,  whole  Inhabitants 
were  all  up  in  Arms,  and  declared  Enemies? 
It  is  a  Misfortune  which  generally  attends  all 
great  A&ions,  to  have  them  variouily  reported; 
and  it  is  an  eafy  Undertaking  for  the  Envious 
to  invent  chimerical  Circumftanccs,  which, 
notwithstanding  they  are  not  fufficient  intirely 
to  obfcure  the  Truth,  leave  it  nevertheless 
expofed  to  Opinion  and  Ignorance  5  and  wc 
find  many  Things  in  Hiftories  which  have  no 
better  Foundation  than  the  Credulity  of  the 
Vulgar.  Foreigners  have  given  themfclves 
abundance  of  Trouble  in  endeavouring  to 
difcredit  the  Condudt  of  Cortes  in  this  Expedi- 
tion: But  the  many  Proofs  he  has  given  of 
his  good  Senfe,  clear  him  from  fo  great  an 
Abfurdity  >  though  the  Noblenefs  of  hi$ 
Temper,  and  well-known  Generofity,  fhould 
not  be  allowed  fufficient  to  have  kept  him  from 
fo  cruel  an  A&ion.  Let  therefore  Envy  re- 
main covered  withConfufion;  an  odious  Vice 
without  Pleafure,  a  racking  Torment  while 
diflembled,  and  a  Difgrace  when  known  5  the 

Glory 


3  72     The  Hifiory  of  the     Book  \Y. 

Glory  of  the  Envied,   and  the  Infamy  of  the 
Envious. 

Motezuma,  as  we  have  elfewhere  ob- 
ferved,  was  a  Prince  of  rare  Talents,  and  ex- 
cellent natural  Endowments;  of  a  graceful, 
and  majeftick  Prefencej  of  a  quick  Apprehen- 
fion,  and  clear  Underftanding;  and,  in  aWord, 
wanted  nothing  but  Improvement,  and  acquir'd 
Parts.  His  Valour  advanced  him  to  the  higheft 
Dignities  in  the  Empire,  and  gave  him  the  rirft 
Rank  among  his  own  People,  before  he  ob- 
tained the  Crown,  and  afterwards  among 
Strangers  gained  him  the  Reputation  of  being 
the  mod  delerving  Prince  of  his  Time.  His 
Genius  and  Inclination  were  Martial:  He  un- 
derftood  the  Arts  of  War  5  and  whenever  there 
was  Occafion  to  take  up  Arms,  the  Camp  was 
his  Court.  He  gained  in  Perfon  nine  Field 
Eattles.  He  conquered  feveral  Provinces,  and 
greatly  extended  the  Limits  of  his  Empire  5  quit- 
ting the  Splendors  of  the  Throne  for  theAp- 
plaufes  of  the  Field,  and  efleeming  the  General's 
Staff  as  the  fecureft  Sceptre.  He  was  naturally 
munificent  and  liberal,  and  bellowed  many 
great  Favours  without,  any  Manner  of  Often- 
tation,  looking  on  Gifts  as  Debts,  and  placing 
Magnificence  among  the  firft  Duties  of  a  Mon- 
arch. He  was  a  Lover  of  Juftice,  and  watch'd 
the  Adminiflration  of  it  in  his  Minifters  with 
a  rigid  Severity.  He  was  temperate  in  his  Diet, 
and  moderate  in  his  Uie  of  Incentives  to  Sen- 
fuality.  But  thefe  Virtues,  as  well  of  a  Man, 
as  of  a  Kins:,  were  obfeured,  or  over-balanced 
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by  greater  Vices,  both  of  the  Man  and  of  the 
King :  His  Continence  was  but  a  more  refln'd 
Senfualityj    for  in  his  Time  the  Tribute  of 
Concubines  was  introdiiced,Bcauty  throughout 
his  whole  Realm  being  a  Slave  to  his  Mode- 
ration in  Pleafure,  arid  his  vicious  Fancy  had 
not  the  Excufe  of  Appetite.     Then  his  Jufticc 
degenerated  to  the  contrary  Extreme,  and  was 
often  confounded  with  Cruelty  5   for  he  ufed 
Chaftifement  like  Revenge  5    doing  that  with 
Rage,  which  might  have  been  juftiflable,  had 
it   been   done  with  Reafon.     His  Liberality 
occafion'd  greater  Damage  than  it  did  Good; 
for  he  loaded  his  Kingdoms  with  Impositions, 
and  intolerable  Tributes;  and  the  abominable 
Fruit  of  his  Tyranny  and  Oppreffion  was  con- 
fumed  by  his  Profuftons  and  Extravagance.    He 
allowed  no  Medium,    nor  admitted  of  any 
Diftindion,    betwixt   Slavery   and  Vafialage; 
and  placing  his  Policy  in  opprefling  his  Sub- 
jects, he  was  more  pleafed  at  the  abjed  Sla- 
very  and   Dread    in  which    he   held   them, 
than  at  their  patient  Refignation  to  his  Will. 
Pride  was  his  capital  and  predominant  Vice. 
Whenever  Fortune  favoured  him,  he  attributed 
all  to  his  own  Merit,  having  a  better  Opinion 
of  himfelf  than  he  had  of  his  Gods,  though 
extremely  given  to  the  Superftitions   of  his 
Idolatry.     He   was   honoured,    according  to 
them,    with   frequent  Vifits  from  the  Devil, 
who  among  thofe  wretched  Heathens  appears 
in  Vifions,  and  convcrfes  with  fuch  of  them 
who  are  arrived  to  certain  Degree  in  the  Path 
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of  Perdition.  He  voluntarily  fubjected  himfelf 
to  Cortes^  condefcending  to  a  Confinement 
of  fo  long  a  Continuance,  dire&ly  contrary  to 
all  the  Rules  of  his  natural  Haughtinels  and 
Pride.  It  might  reafonably  have  been  doubted 
at  that  Time,  what  was  the  real  Caufe  of  fuch 
a  Subjection:  But  the  very  Effefts  of  it  have 
fince  difcovered,  that  God  took  the  Reins  into 
his  own  Hand  on  Purpofe  to  tame  that  Mon- 
fter;  making  his  unulual  Gentlenefs  inftrumen- 
tal  to  the  firft  Introduction  of  the  Spaniardsy 
a  Beginning,  from  whence  afterwards  refulted 
the  Converfion  of  thofe  Heathen  Nations. 
He  left  feveral  Children  >  Two  of  his  Sons, 
who  accompany'd  him  in  his  Confinement, 
were  kiird  by  the  Mexicans,  when  Cortes 
made  his  Retreat;  he  had  Two  others,  with 
Three  Daughters,  which  Ladies  were  afterwards 
converted,  and  married  with  Spaniards.  But 
the  moft  illuftrious  of  all  his  Children  was 
^Don  ^Pedro  de  Mote^uma,  who  was  alfo  foon 
after  converted  to  the  Catholiek  Religion,  and 
had  that  Name  given  him  at  his  Baptifm.  He 
was  next  Heir  to  his  Father,  his  Mother  being 
Princefs  of  the  Province  of  Tula,  and  one  of 
the  Queens  who  reftded  in  the  Imperial  Palace 
with  Royal  Dignity  5  which  Princefs  likewife 
followed  her  Son's  Example,  and  was  baptiz'd 
by  the  Name  of  *Donna  Maria  de  Niagua 
Suckil9  keeping  up  in  thofe  Surnames  the 
Nobility  .of  her  Anceftors.  His  Majefty  be- 
ftowed  many  Favours  upon  T)o?z  TedrOy 
giving  him  an  Eftate,  and  confiderable  Rents 
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in  New  Spain-,  with  the  Title  of  Conut  de 
Motezuma,  whofe  legitimate  Succeflion  is 
(till  preferved  in  the  Counts  of  that  Title, 
with  the  heroick  Remembrance  of  their 
Original. 

Motezuma  reigned  Seventeen  Years* 
He  was  the  Eleventh  in  the  Number  of  the 
Emperors,  and  the  Second  of  the  Name,  To 
conclude,  he  perifhed  in  his  Blindnefs  amidft 
fo  many  Succours,  as  feemed  fufficient  to  fave 
him.  O  ever  infcrutable  Permiffions  of  eternal 
juftice!  proper  to  afFed  the  Heart,  but  not  to 
be  comprehended  by  the  Understanding ! 


CHAP.    XVL 

The  Mexicans  return  to  befiege  the  Spanifh 
Quarters.  Cortes  makes  a  Sally,  Gains 
a  Temple,  where  the  Enemy  was  lodged, 
defeats  and  puts  them  to  Flight.  'Does 
considerable  'Damage  to  the  City,  with 
a  'Defign  to  terrify  them  in  order  to 
make  his  Retreat. 

DURING  the  Three  Days  that  Mote- 
zuma lay  ill  of  his  Wounds,  the  Indians 
attempted  nothing  of  any  great  Confequence  j 
notwithstanding,  they  had  conftantly  fomc 
Bodies  of  Men  in  Sight,  and  made  fome  flight 
Attacks,  which  were  eafily  repulfed.  It  might 
have  been  thought,  that  thislntermiflion  pro- 
ceeded 
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ceeded  from  the  Senfc  they  had  of  their  Crime, 
or  from  the  Dread  of  their  Sovereign's  India;- 
nation,  whom  they  had  offended  in  fo  outra- 
geous a  Manner  5  had  it  not  been  afterwards 
known  that  this  faint  Profecution  of  the  Wat 
was  only  becaufe  the  Populace  were  all  in 
Confufioii  and  Diforder,  without  Leaders,  the 
Nobility  being  all  bulled  at  the  Inauguration 
of  a  new  Emperor,  who,  as  was  loon  after 
known,  was  Quilavaca,  King  of  Iztapalapa, 
and  Second  Elector  of  the  Empire.  This  Prince 
lived  but  a  few  Days;  and  upon  Account  of 
his  Indolence,  and  Want  of  Application,  the 
very  Memorv  of  his  Name  is  almoft  forgot 
among  the  Indians  of  that  Country. 

The  Mexicans  who  went  out  with  Mote- 
zuma's  Body,  and  were  intruded  with  the  Pro- 
pofals  for  an  Accommodation,  did  not  return 
with  an  Anfwer.  This  Mark  of  Obftinacy,  at 
the  Beginning  of  the  new  Government,  gave 
Caufe  to  apprehend  evil  Confcqucnces.  Cortes 
was  defirous  of  retreating  with  Reputation, 
and  had  already  concerted  with  his  Officers 
and  Soldiers  that  their  Departure  fhculd  be 
very  fpeedy,  being  fully  convinced,  that  it  was 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  recruit  himfelf  with 
frefh  Forces,  in  order  to  return  with  better 
Hopes  to  Mexico,  the  Conqueft  of  which  he; 
always  looked  upon  as  a  Thing  which  would 
certainly  be,  and  which  he  now  confidered  as 
an  indifpenfible  Obligation  on  him  to  profecutc> 
fmce  the  Death  of  Moteznma?  out  of  Rclpcct 
and  Confideration  to  whom  he  had  kept 
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Refolutions  within   more  moderate  Bounds 
than  he  now  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  do. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  Indians  explain'd 
what  they  had  been  contriving  during  that 
Sufpenfion  of  Hoftilities;  for  the  next  Morn- 
ing aftet  the  Day  on  which  they  celebrated 
the  Funeral  Obfequies  of  Motezuma,  they 
renewed  the  War  upon  a  better  Footing,  and 
with  a  greater  Number  of  People.  By  Break 
of  Day  all  the  Streets  thereabouts  were  filled, 
and  the  Towers  of  a  great  Temple  garifon'd, 
which  was  but  little  diftant  from  the  Quarters, 
and  where  they  could  command  Part  of  the 
Palace  with  their  Slings  and  Arrows:  That 
was  a  Poll  which  Cortes  himfelf  would  have 
fortify'd,  had  he  been  Matter  of  Forces  enough 
to  divide  them  >  but  he  would  not  be  guilty 
of  the  Error  of  thofe,  who  in  order  to  ward 
againft  Contingencies,  are  wanting  in  what 
immediately  concerns  them. 

Th  e  Afcent  to  the  upper  Court  of  this  Temple 
was  by  a  Hundred  Steps,  upon  the  Pavement 
whereof  fome  tolerably  large  Towers  were 
crefted.  In  this  they  had  lodg'd  about  Five 
Hundred  Men,  chofen  out  of  the  Mexican 
Nobility,  who  were  lb  fully  bent  upon  main- 
raining  it,  that  they  had  provided  themfelves 
with  Arms,  Ammunitions,  and  all  other  Ne~ 
:effaries,  for  many  Days. 

Cortes  fomnd  himfelf  under  anunavoid- 
tble  Obligation  to  diflodge  the  Enemy  from 
his  commanding  Eminence,  the  Advantages 
vhercof,  once  known  and  improved,  might 
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produce  very   dangerous  Confequences,    and 
required  a  vigorous  Effort  towards  a  fpcedy 
Remedy.     The  better  to  fucceed  in  this  At- 
tempt  without  Hazard,  he  drew  the  greateft 
Part  of  his  Garifon  without  the  Wall,  divide- 
ing  them  into  fuch  Battalions  as  were  necef- 
fary  to  defend  the  Avenues,   and  hinder  the 
Enemy  from  receiving  Reinforcements.     The 
Attack  of  the  Temple  he  committed  to  the 
Conduft  of  Captain  Efcobar,  with  his  Com- 
pany, and  about  a  Hundred  more  choice  Spa- 
niards.    The  Engagement  began ;   The  Spa- 
niards  pofleiled  themfelves  of  the  Entrances 
of  all  the  Streets,  and  at  the  fame  Time  Efco- 
bar  made  his  Attack,  gaining  the  lower  Porch,; 
and  Part  of  the  Stairs,   without  Opposition  51 
for  the  Indians  fuffered  them  purpofely  td 
advance  fo  tar,  that  they  might  have  the  Ad- 
vantage of  ailaulting  them  nearer;  and  when 
they  faw  their  Opportunity,    they  lin'd  the 
Rails  of  the  upper  Porch  with  Men,  and  gave 
the  Charge  by  letting  fly  their  Arrows  and 
Darts  with  fo  much  Fury,    and  in  fuch  gooc 
Order,  that  Efcobar  was  obliged  to  (top,  anc 
to  order  the  Fire- Arms  and  Crofs-Bows  to  pla> 
againft  thofe  who  appeared :  But  it  was  no 
poflible  to  withftand  the  fecond  Charge,  whicl 
was  much  more  furious.     The  Mexicans  ha< 
prepared  huge  Stones,    and  prodigious  larg 
Beams,  which  they  let  tumble  from  the  Top 
which  gaining  Force  by  the  Steepneis  of  th 
Defcent,  forcd  the  Spaniards  to  give  back 
firft,  fecond,  and  third  Time :    fome  of  th 
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Beams  came  down  half  burned,  that  they 
might  do  the  greater  Damage.  An  odd  Imi- 
tation of  our  Fire- Arms,  and  it  is  to  be  fup- 
pofed,  was  thought  a  notable  Contrivance 
amongft  their  Engineers.  But  however,  the 
Spaniards  were  obliged  to  break  their  Ranks 
to  avoid  thofe  rude  Salutes  5  and  when  once 
they  were  put  into  Confufion,  the  Retreat  was 
unavoidable. 

Cortes,    who  with  a  Troop  of  Horfe, 
was  running  to  all  Parts  where  they  were  en- 
gaging, faw  this  Difadvantage  of  his  People  > 
i  and  confulting  only  the  Impulfes  of  his  Valour, 
■  he  difmounted  5  and  having  reinforced  Efcobar 
with  fome  Tlafcalans  of  the  Body  of  Referve, 
and  thofe  of  his  own  Troop,  he  caufed  a  Shield 
to  be  faften'd  to  his  wounded  Arm,  and  with 
Sword  in  Hand  advane'd  to  the  Stairs,  with  a 
i  Refolution  fo  determin  d,  that  thofe  who  fol- 
lowed him,  being  animated  by  his  generous 
Example,    became  wholly   infenfible   of  the 
Danger.     He  happily  foon  overcame  the  Im- 
pediments which  obftrufted  the  Affault,  gain'd 
I  the  laft  Stair  at  the  firft  Attack,  and  prefently 
1  after,  the  Rails  of  the  upper  Court,    where 
I  they  came  to  Handy-Blows  with  Swords  and 
Clubs.     Thofe  Mexicans  were   all  Nobles; 
;  and  it  foon  appeared,   by  the  Defence  they 
I  made,  what  Difference    the  Spur  of  Repu- 
tation   makes   among  Men.     They   fuffered 
thcmfelves  to  be  cut  to  Pieces  rather  than  fur- 
;  render  their  Arms:  Some  caft  themfelves  head- 
.  long  from  the  Rails,  perfuaded  that  a  voluntary 
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Death  was  by  far  the  mod  honourable.  The 
Prtefts,  and  thofe  who  attended  the  Service  of 
the  Temple,  after  calling  upon  the  Mexicans 
to  defend  their  Gods,  died  valiantly  fighting : 
And  in  a  very  little  Time  Cortes  intirely 
gain  d  the  Poft,  with  the  Slaughter  of  all  thofc 
Mexican  Nobles,  without  lofmg  one  Man,  or 
having  many  wounded. 

The  Refolution  form'd  by  Two  valiant  In- 
dians, in  the  very  Heat  of  the  Engagement, 
and  the  intrepid  Boldnefs  with  whitfn  they 
endeavoured  to  execute  their  Defistfi,  were 
very  remarkable,  and  ought  not  to  be  palled 
over  in  Silence.  They  had  rciolvcd  to  iacri- 
ficc  their  Lives  for  the  Benefit  of  their  Country, 
believing  that  they  {hould  finifh  the  War  by 
their  Deaths  5-  and  to  this  Purpofe  they  had 
both  agreed  to  precipitate  themfelves  from  the 
Rails,  on  that  Side  where  there  were  no 
Stairs,  and  to  carry  Cortes  along  with  them. 
They  ftood  together  watching  an  Opportunity, 
and  immediately,  when  they  faw  him  near 
the  Precipice,  they  flung  down  their  Arms, 
and  approached  him  like  Dcfertcrs  coming  to 
Surrender  T  and  being  before  him,  they  bens 
their  Knees  in  the  Pofture  of  Suppliants,  when 
all  on  a  fudden  they  feiz'd  him,  and  us'd  their 
utmoft  Efforts  to  force  him  to  the  Precipice; 
but  he,  not  without  Difficulty,  broke  loofe, 
and  got  clear  of  them,  when  at  the  fame  In- 
ftant  they  threw  themfelves  headlong  to  the 
Ground,  and  were  dafli'd  to  Pieces.  Cortes 
remained  rather  aftonifhed  than  angry ;  he  was 
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icnfible  of  the  imminent  Danger  he  had  been 
in,  by  the  Death  of  the  Aggrefibrs ;  but  was 
not  much  difpleafed  at  their  Boldnefs,  upon 
Account  of  the  Bravery  of  the  Attempt. 

Some  Circumftanccs  occurr'd  in  this  A&ion 
at  the   Temple,  which  made  the  Redu&ion 
therefore  much  eafier  than  it  would  otherwifc 
have  been.     The  Indians  were  confounded 
and  terrify'd  to  fee  thcmfelves  attacked  by  a 
greater  Number  than  ordinary,    and  by  the 
Spanijh  Captain  himfelf,   whom  they  look'd 
upon  as  invincible.     In  the  Defence  of  the 
Stairs  they  were  rather  precipitate  and  confus'd^ 
than  regularly  diligent;  and  the  Beams  which 
they  caft  down  crofs-ways,  and  wherein  indeed 
confifted  the  beft  Part  of  their  Defence,  were 
,  obferved  always  to  fall  Point  foremoft,  and  fo 
:  pafs'd  on  thro'  the  Aflailants,  without  hurting 
i  any  of  them;    a  Thing  which  too  frequently 
happened  to  be  look'd  upon  as  barely  cafual : 
And  there  are   fome  who  relate  it   as    one 
:  of  thofc  Miracles    which   divine  Providence 
wrought  in  this  Conqueft.     All  this  might  be 
owing  to  their  Confufion :    But  it  is  certain, 
;  that  this  one  Cireumftance  very  much  facili- 
tated the  Succefs  of  that  Attack;  and  confider- 
ing  how  much  is  to  be  attributed  to  God  alone 
in  this  War,  it;  will  not  be  very  much  out  of 
the  Way,  for  once,  to  make  the  Wonderful 
and  the  Miraculous  equivocal. 

Cortes  immediately  took  Care  to  have  con- 
vey 'd  to  the  Quarters  all  the  Provifions  which 
the  Indians  had  laid  up  in  the  Store-Rooms 
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of  the  Temple;  a  confiderable  Quantity,  and 
a   neceffary  Supply  upon  that  Occafion.     He 
then  ordered,  that  the  Temple,  the  Towers, 
and   fome  Houfes   which    were   contiguous, 
fhould  be  fet  on  Fire  and  deftroy'd,  that  his 
Artillery  might  command  all  that  Eminence. 
The  Management  of  this  he   committed  to 
the  TlafcalanSy  who  inftantly  put  it  in  Execu- 
tion;   and  turning  his  Eye  towards  the  Part 
where  the  reft  of  his  People  were  engaged,  he 
perceiv  d  that  the  greateft  Force  of  the  Enemy 
was  in  the  Street  of  Tacuba,  where  the  Spa- 
niards were  warmly  charged,  and  hard  put 
to   it  in  defending  that  important  Avenue; 
upon  which  he  immediately  mounted  hisHoi^ 
and  putting  the  Reins  of  his  Bridle  over  his 
wounded  Arm,  he  took  a  Lance  in  the  other 
Hand,  and  haftened  to  their  Affiftance,  order- 
ing the  reft  of  the  Horfe  to  follow  him,  toge- 
ther with  Efcobar,  and  thofe  under  his  Com- 
mand.    The  Cavalry  pafs'd  on  before,  break- 
ing thro'  the  Multitude,  wounding,  overfet- 
ing,  and  trampling  them  under  Foot  on  every 
Side,  without  lofing  one  Stroke,  or  ever  beT 
ing    forgetful    of  their  own  Defence.     The 
Aftion  was  very  bloody:  For  fuch  of  the  In- 
dians who  withdrew  on  either  Side  to  avoid 
the  Shock  of  the  Cavalry,  fell  in,  already  half 
vanquifh'd,  with  the  Infantry,  who  found  but 
little  Difficulty  in  compleating  their  Defeat. 
But  Cortes  fomewhat  inconfiderately  advanced 
before  the  reft  of  his  Troops,  fuffering  himfelf 
to  be  hurry'd  away  too  impetuoufly  by  the 
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Fire  which  animated  his  fearlefs  Rreaft;  and 
when  he  began  to  recoiled  himfelf,  and  to 
confider  his  Error,  he  perceived  that  he  could 
not  retire,  by  Reafon  that  he  found  a  nume- 
rous Throng  of  the  flying  Enemy  bearing 
down  upon  him,  owing  the  prcicnt  Danger 
his  Life  was  in  to  the  Succefi  of  his  own 
Troops. 

In  this  perilous  Circumftance,  he  refolved 
to  take  another  Street,  hoping  hefhould  there 
meet  with  lefs  Oppofition;  and  in  advancing 
a  few  Paces,  he  fell  into  a  confufed  Body  of 
Indians  who  were  dragging  along  his  intimate 
Friend  Andres  de  ^uerv,  whom  they  had 
taken  Prifoner  by  the  unhappy  Stumbling  of 
his  Horfe,  and  whofe  Life  they  had  fpar'd  for 
theprefent,  having  deftin'd  him  to  the  Sacrifice. 
Cortes  intrepidly  charg'd  that  diforderly  Con- 
voy, and  breaking  thro'  the  foremoft,  trampled 
under  his  Horfe's  Feet  all  who  flood  in  his 
•Way,  infomuch  that  his  Friend  had  an  Oppor- 
tunity to  difengage  himfelf  from  thofe  who 
held  him,  and  to  make  Ufe  of  a  Dagger  or 
Poniard  they  had,  thro'  Negligence,  overlooked 

•  when  they  difarm'd  him,  with  which  he  made 
Way  by  the  Deaths  of  feveral  of  the  Enemy> 
fo  as  to  recover  his  Lance  and  Horfe,  when 
the  Two  Friends   joining,    they    pafled   the 

I  Street  on  a  full  Gallop,  breaking  through  whole 
Troops  of  the  Enemy,  till  they  got  fafe  to  their 
own.  This  A&ion  Cortes  always  celebrated, 
looking  upon  it  as  one  of  the  moft  fortunate 
Adventures  of  his  Life,  aa  Opportunity  of 
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• ;  h:>  E  ::k:/.  falling  in  his  Way 

it  :  lecture  when  be  was  wholly  dubious  of 
his  own  Safety  \  But  Fortune  'taking  the  Word 
in  its  true,  proper,  and  Catkohck  Signification) 
remarkably  favourable  to  him  in  wfaafc 
foev  took  in  Hand,    that  his  very  Over- 

fights  and  Inac  vcteeaci  c  -;  fc .  d  om  or  never  faiTd 
c:  mining  u  b  ige. 

Thb   ir.cmy  was  now  retiring  on  every 

it  was  no:  c  to  en- 

gagt  :::.y  farther,    becaofc  it  was  not  poi: 

to    follow   the  Chace,    without  leaving  the 

Quarters   expoied.     A  Signal   therefore   was 

the  Retreat;    and  notwithftam 

they  returned  very  much  fatigued  with  that 

km  F.ncxiiptrr;   it  was  without  Lois,   or 

any  other  Damage  than  that  of  a  few  Soldiers 

juded;  w:  is  a  Circumftance  wThich 

.    a    _::::.:   LV:.:fh  to  their  Repofe,    the 

Thoughts  of  their  cheap  and  the  Victory 

quickly  making  the::  :  the  Fatigues  thej 

Battle     This  Day  a 
.  Jlderable  Number  of  Homes  were  conlum'd 
with  fire,  and  iuch  a  Multitude  of  the  Enemy 
lof:  t  it  was  hoped  that  they 

would  ha  en  terri:  om  attempting 

Infate  ppon  the  Quartern.     Some 
affinn  eft  made  before  the 

L  tth  t£Mrtez*m* :  But  it  was  after,  accord- 
3  the  Pveiation  given  by  Cortes  himfelf, 
v  without  any  farther  Exami- 
nation.   :  a  Gale  in  which  the 
.-:  c:  its  fc  *U)  be  of  very 

great 


Book  IV.  Conqueft  of  Mexico.     185 

great  Importance.     The  Succefs  at  the  Attack 
of  that  Temple    was  chiefly   owing   to  the 
General's  own  Valour,  for  by  his  fingle  Rcfo- 
lution   and  Example   he    rendered  fuperable 
thofe  Difficulties  which  had  put  all  the  reft  to 
a  Stand.     In  that  A&ion  he  Twice  forgot  of 
what  Importance  his  Life  was  to  the  Caufe, 
expofing  his  Perfon  to  the  greateft  Dangers 
with  much  more  Courage  than  Confideration ; 
an  Excefs  of  Martial  Vigour,  which  notwith- 
standing it  was  attended  with  Succefs,  merits 
rather  to  be  admired  than  commended. 

The  Mexicans  made  fuch  great  Account  of 
this  Exploit  of  ftorming  and  deftroying  the 
Temple,  that  they  painted  it  after  their  Man- 
ner 5  and  feme  Pieces  afterwards  came  to  Light, 
in  which  the  whole  Adtion  was  fully  repre- 
fented  >  as  the  attacking  the  Stairs ;   the  En- 
counter in  the  upper  Porch;   and  laftly  their 
Defeat,  and  how  they  abandoned  the  Poft  to 
their  Enemies  the  Spaniards,   together  with 
the  burning  that  Edifice,  the  Towers,  circum- 
jacent Houfes,  &c.     without  diiguifing  any 
material  Circumftance ;  thofe  Pictures  being 
their  Hiftories  and  Chronicles,  which  they  held 
in  high  Veneration,  and  upon  the  Authority 
whereof  they  laid  a  very  great  Streis,  deeming 
it  a  Crime  to  deceive  Pofterity.    But  in  this 
Particular  it  was  very  obfervable,   that  they 
were  not  altogether  free  from  a   malicious 
Vanity,  and  introduced  fome  additional  Fictions 
of  their  own,  with  the  View  of  enhancing 
the  Glorv  of  their  Nation  5  for  they  reprefented 

many 
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many  Spaniards  lying  dead,  fome  precipitate- 
ing  themfelves,  or  thrown  headlong  down 
from  the  Eminence,  and  others  forely  wounded, 
deftroying,  as  may  be  faid,  with  the  Pencil 
thofe  whom  they  were  not  able  to  injure 
with  their  Weapons;  and  endeavouring  to 
palliate  their  Defeat  by  expofing  their  Lofs  in 
fuch  Colours  as  might  make  the  Advantage 
their  Enemies  obtained  over  them  appear  like 
a  dear-bought  Vi&ory ;  a  Want  of  Exaftnefs, 
from  which  Hiftorians  are  not  free,  amongft 
whom  this  Sort  of  Partiality,  with  which  they 
relate  Fads,  wrefting  the  Circumftances  ac- 
cording to  the  Inclination  which  biaffes  their 
Pens,  is  become  a  familiar  Vice;  infomuch 
that  there  are  few  Hiftories  to  be  met  with, 
wherein,  upon  Perufal,  the  Country  and  In- 
clinations of  the  Author  are  not  to  be  difco- 
vered.  Tlutarch,  in  his  Treatife  of  the  Glory 
of  the  Athenians j  finds  no  fmall  Parity,  be- 
tween Hiftory  and  Painting;  as  being  both  the 
One  and  the  Other,  lively  Defcriptions  and 
Reprefentations  of  Things  and  A&ions.  But 
this  Similitude  between  the  Pencil  and  the  Pen 
is  never  fo  obvious,  as  when  the  Places  where 
the  Fads  were  done  are  delineated  with  thofe 
Kinds  of  artful  Strokes  which  pafs  for  Orna- 
ments to  the  Work,  and  are,  in  Reality,  no* 
other  than  the  cPerfpeffives  in  Painting,  and 
may  be  properly  called  xh&(T)iJiances  of  Truth, 
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CHAP.    XVIL 

*fhe  Mexicans  propofe  Teace-,  but  with  the 
View  of  dtftrejjing  the  Spaniards  by  Want 
of  Trovi/ions.  Their  Tiijtngenwty  is  dif 
covered.  Cortes  holds  a  Confutation  with 
his  Officers ,  and  it  is  refolved  to  leave 
Mexico  that  Night. 

*HE  Day  following  the  Mexicans  de- 
manded a  Parley,  to  which  Cortes  con- 
sented, not  without  Hopes  of  coming  to  fome 
reafonable  Terms  of  Accommodation.  He 
went  to  hear  their  Propofals  from  the  Wall; 
and  fome  of  the  Nobles  drawing  near,  with 
few  Attendants,  they,  on  the  Part  of  the  new 
Emperor,  propofed,  "  That  he,  and  all  his 
"  People,  fhould  immediately  prepare  to  fct 
fc  out,  and  direct  their  March  to  the  Sea  Side, 
iC  where  their  great  Canoes  {Co  they  called 
iC  the  Ships)  were  waiting  for  them 5  afTuring 
(C  him,  That  there  fhould  be  a  Ceffation  from 
"  all  Hostilities  for  as  much  Time  as  was  ne- 
ceflary  for  him  to  make  himfelf  ready  for 
his  Departure.  Adding,  That  if  he  did  not 
inftarjtly  determine  to  come  to  that  Refo- 
lution,  he  might  depend  upon  it,  that  both 
"  himfelf  and  all  who  were  with  him  fhould 
"  inevitably  perifh;  for  that  they  were  now 
lc  convinced  by  Experience,  that  the  Spaniards 

"  werq 
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"  were  not  immortal ;  and  that,  tho' the  Death 
"  of  every  Spaniard   fhould  coft  them  tb£ 
"  Lives  of  Twenty  Thoufand  Men,     there 
"  would  (till  remain  a  numerous  Multitude 
"  to  fing  the  conclufive   Victory."     Cortes 
anfwered,   u  That  the  Spaniards  never  prc- 
"  tended  to  be  immortal,  but  valued  them- 
"  felves  upon  being  Men  of  more  Valour  and 
"  Strength  than  other  Mortals;   and  in  parti- 
"  cular  knew  themfelves  to  be  fo  far  fuperior, 
€t  in  every  Refpeft,  to  the  Mexicans,   that 
cc  without  any  greater  Force  than  what  he 
tc  then  had  with  him,  he  had  Courage  enough 
"  to  undertake  the  total  Deftru&ion,  not  only 
u  of  their  City,  but  of  the  whole  Empire : 
u  But  that  being  mov'd  at  the  Calamities  they 
u  had  already  fuffer'd  thro*  their  own  Obfti- 
u  nacy,   he  was  determined  to  depart,  fincc 
"  the  Subjeft  of  his  EmbafTy,  and,  by  Confe- 
<c  quence,  all  the  Bufinefs  he  had  there,  was 
u  at  an  End  by  the  Death  of  the  Great  Mote- 
IC  zuma,  whofe  Bounties  and  Friendfhip  had 
u  detained  him  at  Mexico  >  and  that  he  would 
ce  put  that  his  Defign  in  Execution  without 
"  the  leaft  Delay,  as  foon  as  fome  Articles, 
"  which  were  neceflary  for  the  Difpofition  of 
"  his  March,  fhould  be  mutually  agreed  upon." 
The  Deputies  gave  Signs  of  being  well  fatif- 
fied,    and  in  Reality  they  defired  no  better 
Anfwer :   But  thefe  Overtures  of  Peace  were 
made  with  perfidious  Views. 

The  new  Emperor  had  called  a  Council 
of  his  Minifters  and  Grandees  to  debate  upon 

Matters 
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Matters  relating  totheprefent  War*  and  after 
feveral  Conferences,  it  was  refolved,  That, 
to  avoid  the  great  Damage  they  received  from 
the  Spanifh  Arms,  the  lamentable  Slaughter 
of  their  People,  and  the  Ruin  of  their  City, 
the  beft  Method  would  be  to  keep  them  clofe 
block'd  up,  in  order  to  diftrefs  them  by  Famine; 
not  that  they  fuppofed  the  Spaniards  would 
furrender  themfelves,  but  in  order  to  weaken 
them,  that  when  they  were  difpirited,  and 
wanted  Strength,  they  might  attack  them  with 
more  Advantage;  having  invented  this  new 
Way  of  reducing  an  Enemy,  till  then  a  No- 
velty, and  utterly  unknown  amongft  their 
Stratagems  of  War.  It  was  refolved  to  make 
Overtures  of  Peace,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
Sufpenfion  of  Arms  they  defir'd;  flattering 
themfelves,  that  they  might  be  able  to  protract 
the  Treaty  with  various  Propofals,  till  the 
fmall  Referve  of  Provisions  laid  up  in  the 
Quarters  was  confum'd;  to  which  Purpofe  Or- 
ders were  given,  that  all  poffible  Care  fhould 
be  taken  to  hinder  the  Befieged  from  Relief  5 
to  block  up,  with  Works  and  Bodies  of  Men 
polled  at  a  proper  Diftance,  all  the  Ways  by 
which  they  might  attempt  to  make  their  Ef- 
cape ;  and  to  break  down  the  Bridge  at  the 
Entrance  of  the  Caufcy,  which  led  towards 
the  Road  to  VeraCrttZy  thinking  it  no  longer 
any  ways  convenient  to  fuffer  them  to  depart 
the  City,  left,  at  this  Jun&ure,  when  the  Pro- 
vinces were  little  fatisficd  with  the  prcfent 
Government,  they  might  foment  the  Male- 
contents 
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contents  to  a  Rebellion,   or  reinforce  them- 
felves  by  an  Army  of  Tlafcalans. 

Some  of  the  Affembly  called  to  Mind  fevc- 
ral  Perfons  of  great  Diftin&ion  who  were 
Prifoners  in  the  Spanifb  Quarters,  refle&ing 
upon  what  they  muft  fuflfer,  iince  of  Neeeflity 
they  would  perifh  with  Hunger,  before  that  Ca- 
lamity could  affeft  the  Enemy :  But  they  were 
all  fo  zealous  for  the  publick  Caufe,  that,  af- 
ter fome  Debates,  they  unanimouily  voted, 
that  thofe  Prifoners  would  be  happy,  and  dis- 
charge their  Duty,  if  they  Sacrificed  their 
Lives  for  the  Benefit  of  their  Country;  and  it 
is  not  unlikely  that  they  far'd  the  worfe  upori 
Account  of  Motezumas  Three  Sons  who 
were  with  them,  and  whofe  Deaths  would  be 
no  ways  unwelcome  to  that  Affembly;  the 
eldeft  being  a  hopeful  young  Prince,  capable 
of  wearing  the  Crown,  highly  efteemed  by 
the  People,  and  the  only  Perfon  of  whom 
the  new  Emperor  had  Reafon  to  be  jealous. 
A  pitiful  Weaknefs  of  fuch  Minifters,  to  be- 
lieve that  they  arc  labouring  for  the  publick 
Good,  when  they  are  gratifying  their  own 
private  Paflions  i 

Their  only  Concern  was  for  the  Chief  of 
their  idolatrous  Priefts,  who  was  likewife  in 
the  fame  Priibn  with  thole  above-mentioned ; 
for  he  was  univerfally  reverenced  as  the  Se- 
cond Perfon  in  the  Empire,  and  they  held  it 
an  unpardonable  Offence  againft  their  falfe 
Deities  to  iufFer  him  to  perifh.  To  procure 
his  Liberty,  they  made  ufe  of  a  very  notable 

Piece 
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Piece  of  Policy.     The  fame  Deputies  return'd 
again  that  Evening  to  demand  another  Con- 
ference, and  propofed  on  the  Part  of  their  So- 
vereign, "  That  in  order  to  prevent  any  Mif- 
"  underftandings    which    might    retard    the 
"  Treaty,  it  would  not  be  improper  for  the 
"  Spaniards  to  fend  fome  one  of  their  Mexi- 
"  can  PrifoAers  to  the  Emperor,    well    in- 
"  ftru&ed  on  the  Subjeft  of  the  Capitulation.* 
This  Expedient  feemed  reafonable  and  eafy; 
and  the  Deputies  no  fooner  found  it  admitted, 
but  they  artfully  let  drop,    (as  by  Way  of 
friendly   Advice)   that  none   would    be    fo 
proper  to  be  employed  as  a  certain  ancient 
Prieft  whom  they  held  confined  ;    becaufe  he 
was  an  intelligent  Perfon,  able  to  explain  all 
Points,  and  to  remove  all  Difficulties  which 
might  be  ftarted;    which  fpecious  and  well- 
managed  Pretext   fuffie'd   for  the  obtaining 
what  they  defir'd :  Not  that  Cortes  was  igno- 
rant of  the  Artifice  of  the  Propofal  ;  but  con- 
fidering  of  what  great  Importance  it  was  to 
found  the  Minds  of  thofe  People,  he  efteem'd 
it  a  fmall  Matter  to  part  with  a  Prifoner  who 
was  both  troublefome  and  deteftable.     Soon 
after,  the    Prieft   was   difmiifed,    fully   in- 
ftrufted  by  the  General  in  fome  Demands  eafy 
to  be  granted,    relating  to  the  Commodiouf- 
nefs  of  the  March;  intending  afterwards  (in 
Cafe  he  returned)  to  employ  him  farther  in 
what  muft  be  agreed  upon  in  Relation  to  the 
laying  down  Arms,  Hoftages,  and  other  Mat- 
ters of  greater  Confequencc :  But  it  was  to  no 

Pur- 
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Purpofe  to  wait  for  his  Return,  it  being  foon 
evident  that  there  was  no  fuch  Defign.  The 
Centinels  difcovered,  that  the  Enemy  befieged 
the  Quarters  at  a  greater  Diftance  than  they 
were  wont;  that  they  appeared  more  wary 
and  circumfpeft  than  ordinary,  diligently  caft- 
ing  up  Trenches  and  other  Works  to  defend 
the  Pafiage  of  the  Canals ;  dnd  that  they  had 
detach'd  ibme  Bodies  of  Men  to  the  Lake, 
who  were  breaking  down  the  Bridges  of  the 
principal  Caufey,  and  cutting  off  all  Com* 
munication  with  the  Road  which  leads  to 
Tlafcala ;  a  Proceeding  which  fully  difcover'd 
the  Artifice  of  their  Dcfigns. 

This  Intelligence  Cortes  received  with  fome 
Concern  5  but  inured  to  overcome  greater  Dif- 
ficulties, he  re-affumed  his  natural  Calmnefsj 
and  upon  his  firft  Reflections,  which  always 
pointed  dire&ly  at  the  Remedy,  he  ordered 
a  Bridge  of  Beams  and  Planks  to  be  made, 
wherewith  to  cover  the  Opening  of  the  Cau- 
fey, capable  of  bearing  the  Weight  of  the 
Artillery,  and  fo  contrived  that  it  might, 
without  much  Difficulty,  be  carried  by  Forty 
Men.  And  without  lofing  more  Time  than 
what  was  neceffary  for  the  compleating  of 
this  Work,  he  aflcmbled  his  Captains  to  con- 
fult  with  them,  and  to  take  their  Opinion 
concerning  the  Retreat,  whether  it  fhould  be 
made  by  Day  or  by  Night.  k\  the  propofing 
of  this  Point  he  carried  himfelf  with  an  intire 
Indifferency,  either  becaufc  he  had  not  yet 
come  to  any  Rcfolufion,  or  becaufc  he  did 

not 
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not  care  to  charge  himfelf  with  the  Succcfs. 
Their  Opinions  were  divided,  fome  being 
for  retreating  by  Night,  others  by  Day,  and 
both  Parties  had  their  Reafons pro  &  contra. 

Those  who  were  of  the  firft  of  theie  Opi- 
nions faid,  "  That  Valour  and  Prudence  not 
"  being  inconfiftent  with  each  other,  they 
"  ought  to  chufe  the  Way  which  was  moft 
"  fecure;  That  the  Mexicans,  whether  out 
iC  of  Cuftom,  or  Superftition,  were  always 
"  wont  to  lay  afide  their  Arms  on  the  Night  s 
Approach;  and  it  was  to  be  fuppofed  that 
they  would  be  now  lefs  vigilant  than  ordinary 
upon  Account  of  the  Negociation  for  Peace, 
which  they  imagined  was  carrying  on  and 
accepted  on  our  Side :  And  if  their  Inten- 
c  tion  was  to  difturb  them  in  their  March,  as 
f  the  Preparations  they  were  making  feem'd 
to  promife,  it  Was  to  be  confidered  how 
much  they  ought  to  dread  an  Engagement 
in  the  very  Paflage  of  the  Lake,  where  they 
"  could  neither  draw  up  their  Ranks,  nor 
"  make  Ufe  of  the  Cavalry,  their  Flanks  all 
"  the  while  expofed  to  the  Enemies  Boats, 
"  obliged  to  force  their  Way  in  the  Front, 
"  and  defend  themfelves  in  the  Rear/'  The 
others,  on  the  contrary,  maintained,  "  That 
"  it  was  by  no  Means  pra&icable  to  begin  a 
"  March  by  Night,  with  Baggage  and  ArtiU 
"  lery,  by  an  uncertain  Road,  raifed  upon  the 
"  Waters,  when  the  Sealbn  itfclf,  cloudy  and 
"  rainy  as  it  then  was,  augmented  the  Dark- 
c  nefs,  and  increaicd  the  Abfurdity  of  fo  ill- 
Vol.  II.  O  "  judged 
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"  judged  a  Resolution  5  That  the  Attempt  of 
H  moving  an  Army,  with  all  its  Impediments, 
u  and  with  the  Trouble  of  lavins;  Bridges  to 
u  make  the  Paffage  free,  was  not  an  Under- 
<c  taking;  to  be  effected  without  ibme  Deten- 
cc  tion,  and  much  Noife;  neitherin  War  were 
cc  the  merry  Stories  of  an  Enemy's  Negli- 
<c  gence  to  be  depended  upon,  it  being  what 
<c  one  may  indeed  fornetimes  reap  an  Advan- 
cc  tage  from,  but  ought  never  to  be  taken 
c  for  granted.  That  the  flippofed  Cuftom  of 
c  the  Mexicans  never  being  in  Arms  by 
c:  Night,  (beiides  that  it  had  been  broken  in 
c  upon,  when  they  fet  lire  to  the  Quarters, 
<c  and  poflcflcd  themfelves  of  the  Temple) 
<c  was  not  a  fufficient  Motive  to  believe  that 
c:  they  had  wholly  abandoned  the  only  Op- 
'  portunity  they  ought  to  fecure:  That  it 
lc  would  be  far  lefs  hazardous  to  march  out 
<c  at  a  Time  when  they  might  fee  the  Dan- 
<c  gers  they  had  to  encounter,  than  to  make 
€i  a  Retreat  with  the  Appearances  of  a  Flight, 
€  and  by  fo  doing  to  come  with  little  Credit, 
€:  to  feek  the  Protection  of  their  Confederates, 
cc  who  perhaps  might  defpife  their  Priendfhip, 
€i  when  they  had  once  loft  the  Opinion  they. 
ci  had  conceived  of  their  Valour  5  or  at  leaft 
cc  it  would  be  but  very  indifferent  Policy  to 
iC  ftand  in  Need  of  Friends,  and  to  apply  to 
<c  them  after  they  had  loft  their  Reputation." 
The  Propofal  of  making  the  Retreat  by 
Night  had  moil  Votes,  and  Cortes  gave  Way 
to  the  Majority  $   probably  fuffering  himfelf 

to 
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to  be  prevailed  with  for  fome  referved  and 
private  Reafon.  They  all  agreed  to  haft  en 
the  March  without  farther  Delay,  and  in 
Conclufion,  refolved  that  it  fhould  be  put  in 
Execution  that  very  Night,  in  order  to  avoid 
giving  the  Enemy  Time  to  contrive  new  Mea- 
sures for  obftrufting  the  Road  of  the  Caufey 
with  any  Works  or  Trenches,  fuch  as  they 
iifed  in  the  Paflage  of  their  Canals.  The 
building  of  the  before-mentioned  portable 
\  Bridge  went  on  vigoroufly  $  and  notwithftand- 
ing  it  may  be  believed,  that  Cortes  intended 
to  have  made  Two  others,  there  being  Three 
Openings  in  the  Caufey,  they  had  not  fuffi- 
j.cient  Time  for  the  Work,  nor  was  it  thought 
iabfolutely  neceffary,  as  fuppofing,  that  they 
could  remove  the  Bridge  from  one  Opening 
to  another,  when  the  Army  had  pafTed  the  firft : 
Suppofitions,  in  which  Men  are  ordinarily 
too  late  made  fenfible  of  the  Difference  there 
is  between  Speculation  and  Pra&ice. 

It  is  not  to  be  deny'd,  but  that  Cortes ^  in 
the  Controverfy  there  was  among  his  Offi- 
cers upon  this  Occafion,  deported  himfelt 
with  a  more  indifferent  Neutrality,  and  much 
lefs  Aftivity  than  he  was  accuftomed  to  do. 
It  is  believed,  that  he  came  to  the  Council 
fomewhat  inclined  to  the  Opinion  which  pre- 
vailed, having  given  Ear  to  the  vain  Predi&ion 
of  an  Aftrologer,  who,  as  he  was  going  in, 
'advifed  him  in  myfterious  Terms  to  march 
away  that  vrey  Night  5  for  that  he  fhould  lofe 
the  greateft  Part  of  his  Army,    if  he  fufFer'd 

O  2  a 
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a    certain  favourable  Conftellation    to    pafs, 
which  was  very  near  terminating  in  another 
Afpeft,    unfortunate.     This   Diviner    was   a 
Spaniard,  a  private  Centinel,  and  called  Bo- 
tello,    chiefly    known  in  the  Army  by  the 
Name  of  the  Necromancer,    to  which  Appel- 
lation he  anfwered  without  the  lead  Concern  * 
efteeming  it  as  an  allowing  of  his  Abilities. 
He  w7as  an  ignorant  Fellow,  without  Learning 
or  Principles,    who  mightily  valued  him i elf 
upon  penetrating   into    future   Events  5     but 
he  was  neither  fo  foolifhly  ignorant  as  they 
•  who  really  make  a  Study  of  thofe  Diabolical 
Arts,  and  attain  to  a  Perfection  in  them,  nor 
fo  innocent  and  blamelefs  as  not  to  make 
Ufe  of  feme  Characters,  Numbers,  or  Words, 
-fuch  as  contain  within  them   an  abominable 
Stipulation   with  the  firft  Impoftor.     Cortes 
generally  laugh'd  at  his  Prognofticks,  defpifing 
the  Man  for  the  Sake  of  his  Profcfiion;  and 
even  then  heard  him  with  the  like  Contempt* 
burire  JHl  into  the  Fault  of  liftening  to  hi 
(which  was  little  lefs  than  to  confult  him),' 
and  when  he  fhould  have  had  Recourfe  to  his 
own  Prudence,  in  order  to  have  chofen  the 
mod   proper  Method  of  proceeding,   he  was 
influenced    by    thofe    very    Prognoftications 
which  he  had  fo  much  defpifed.     A  perni- 
cious Sort  of  People,  and  dangerous  Obfervf- 
tions,  which  considerate  Perfons  ought  always 
to  avoid    and  abhor,   and  more  particularly 
thofe  who  command  5    for  at  the  fame  Time 
that  they  arc  fenfible  of  the  Vanity  thereof, 

they 
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they  fuffer  their  Minds  to  be  prepoffciVd  with 
Something  which  inclines  them  cither  to  Fear 
or  Security  5  and  when  the  Occafion  comes  for 
refolving,  the  Whimfies  of  the  Imagination 
revolt  againft  the  Underftanding,  and  always 
in  fome  Degree  prejudice  Reafon. 


CHAP.     XVIII, 

The  Spaniards  march  out  privately.  At  the 
Entrance  of  the  Caufey  are  difcovefd  by 
the  Indians,  who  attack  them  with  their 
whole  Tower  both  by  Land  and  Water : 
They  get  clear  at  lafi  with  great  "Diffi- 
culty, and  confiderable  Lofs,  and  re^ich  the 
Town  of  Tacuba. 

THE  very  fame  Evening  the  General  dif- 
patch'd  another  Mexican  as  his  Em- 
balfador  to  the  City,  with  Pretence  of  con- 
tinuing the  Treaty  begun  by  the  before-men- 
tion'd  Prieft :  This  Feint  was  thought  necef- 
fary  to  amule  the  Enemy,  giving  them  to  un- 
derftand  the  Sincerity  of  the  Spaniards  in  the 
Negotiation,  and  that  all  Things  fhould  be 
got  ready  for  their  Departure  within  Eight 
Days  at  fartheft.  Cortes  in  the  mean  while 
was  diligently  difpofing  Matters  to  begin  the 
March,  the  Shortnefs  of  the  Time  making 
every  Moment  precious. 

He  diftributed  his  Orders,  and  gave  his  Cap* 

tair\$    the    ncceflary    Inft ructions,    providing 

O  3  againlt 
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ofi  which  might  happen  up- 

Ic  Precaution. 
He  for:  ird  of  Two  Hundred 

:eft   of 
Twenty  Horfc,  under 
the  Conduct  of  the  (  ;  Gonzalo  de  Sa?i- 

de  Az  ~D;ego  de  Or- 

ires  de  Tm 
nmand   of  the  Hear- 
th a  greater  Number  both  of  Horfa 
Poo:,  to  3  ad*)  Juan  Ve~ 

l  Captains  of  thole 
aez.     [n  the  main  Body, 
;  HUxe,  the  Pri  ;,  Artillery, 

Baggage  ^  ith  the  reft  of  his  Army,  re- 
ith  himlelf,  to  be  employed  as  Ne- 
cefli  old  require,   One  Hundred   choice 

Men,    with   the  Captains   Alonzo  T>a'jilax 
'j a!  de  Olid,  and  Bernardino  Vafque& 
\zs   being   thus  difpos'd,    he 
made  a  (hort  \  >eechto  his  Soldiers,  laying  be- 
fore  them  the  Difficulties  and  Dangers  of  the 
Undertaking  :  Upon  which  he  inlarg'd  a  little 
more,  becaufe  it  was  a  current  Opinion 
them,   that  the  Mexicans  never  en- 
i  it  was  ncceiTary  to  in- 
.:  they  fnould  fall 
,  a  dangerous  flat- 
itary  Actions,  incline- 
to  a  certain  Carelefsneis,  which 
atal  Confequences, 
-  Fear  is  always  wont  to  pre- 
dc. 
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He  next  caus'd  all  the  Gold  and  Silver, 
Jewels  and  precious  Stones,  which  were  in  the 
Cuftody  of  Chriftoval  de  Guzman,  Groom  of 
his  Chamber,  to  be  brought  into  his  Apart- 
ment ;  and  out  of  it  he  fcparated  the  Firth  be- 
longing to  the  King,  in  thole  Things  which  were 
mod  valuable,  and  lead  bulky,  of  which  he 
made  a  formal  Delivery  to  thofc  Officers  who 
had  Care  of  the  Accounts  and  Provifions  of 
the  Army;  giving  a  Mare  of  his  own,  and 
fomc  wounded  Hories  for  the  Carriage  there- 
of,  in  order  to  fparc  the  Indians  who  might 
be,  in  other  Refpecis,  ferviceable  upon  t;:at 
Occafion.  The  Remainder,  according  to  what 
Computation  could  be  made,  amounted  to  the 
Value  of  upwards  of  Seven  hundred  thoufand 
Pieces  of  Eight  5  all  which  Wealth  he  left  with 
little  or  no  Reluftancy,  protefting  publickly, 
"  That  it  was  no  Time  to  cmbarafs  themfelves 
I  with  it  5  and  that  it  would  be  a  Shame  to 
I  employ  thofe  Hands  fo  unworthily,  which 
"  ought  to  be  left  free  for  the  Defence  of  Life 
"  and  Reputation."  But  finding  the  Soldiers 
not  fo  well  contented  with  this  inexcuT;- 
Lofs,  he  added,  as  he  was  going  away  ;  "  That 
"  they  ought  not  to  look  upon  their  Retreat 
iC  from  thence  as  an  intire  abandoning  of  that 
ic  acquired  Treafure,  and  their  main  Defign, 
"  but  as  a  neceilary  and  indifpenfable  Difpofi- 
"  tion  in  order  to  return  to  that  Enterprize 
"  with  a  greater  Porce,  after  the  fame  Man- 
"  ner  as  a  Man  draws  back  his  Arm  in  order 
"  to  give  the  greater  Blow/'     And  withal 

O  4  gave 
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gave  them  to  underftand,  that  he  Should  not 
think  it  a  mighty  Crime  in  them  to  takeaway 
as  much  of  that  Wealth  as  they  conveniently 
could  ;  which  was  the  very  fame  Thing  in  Ef- 
fect, as  to  leave  Moderation  to  the  Difcretion 
of  Avarice  :  And  tho'  the  grcatcft  Part  of  them 
(notwithstanding  they  faw  this  abandon'd  Trea- 
sure in  their  Power)  took  care  to  go  light  and 
ready  for  whatever  might  offer,  there  were 
fome,  and  particularly  of  thofe  who  came 
with  NarvaeZy  who  gave  thcmfelves  up  tq 
Pillage,  without  the  lcaft  Consideration,  find- 
ing Fault  with  the  Narrownefs  of  their  Knap- 
Sacks,  and  the  Small  Depth  of  their  Pockets, 
loading  their  Shoulders  beyond  what  they 
were  well  able  to  bear.  A  Pcrmiilion  in 
which  all  the  Military  Care  and  CircumSpec- 
tion  of  Cortes  fccirui  to  be  aileep  :  For  lie 
could  not  poffibly  be  ignorant,  that  rich  Booty 
to  a  Soldier  is  not  only  an  outward  Embaral 
ment  when  there  is  Occafion  to  engage,  but 
likewife  an  ObSlru&ion  to  his  Courage:  It 
being  much  caficr  for  thofe  who  have  not  a 
very  great  Regard  for  their  Duty,  to  part  with 
their  Honour  than  with  their  Prize. 

We  have  no  other  Excufe  to  make  for  him, 
but  that  he  was  perfuaded  that  he  Should  be 
able  to  execute  his  March  without  meeting 
with  any  Oppositions  and  if  this  Security, 
which  docs  not  fcem  to  have  been  his  natural 
Difpofition,  had  any  Relation  to  the  Predic- 
tion of  the  Astrologer,  it  muSt  not  be  look'd 
upon  as  a  new  Indifcrction,  but  as  a  fecond 

Incoih 
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Inconvenience  attending  the  firft  Fault  of  heark- 
ening to  him. 

It  was  little  lefs  than  Midnight  when  they 
paarch?d  out  of  their  Quarters,    without  the 
Centinels   or    advanced    Guards    finding  any 
Thing  to  give  them  the  leaft  Sufpicion:  And 
notwithstanding  both  the  Wetnefs  of  the  Wea- 
ther, and  the  Darknefs  of  the  Night  favour'd 
their  Intention  of  marching  cautioufiy,   and 
freed  them  from  any  Jealouiy  of  the  Enemy's 
.continuing  Abroad  in  their  Works,  they  (o 
pun&ually  obferv'd  Silence  and  Circumfpcc- 
tion,  that  Fear  itfelf  could  .not  have  wrought 
what  Obedience  and  DifcipUne  did  in  thofe 
Soldiers.     The  portable  Bridge  went  with  the 
Vanguard,  and  thofe  who  had  the  Charge  of 
it,  lay'd  it  over  the  firft  Canal ;  but  the  Weight 
of  theHorfe  and  the  Artillery  made  it  ftick  ib 
fad  in  the  Stones  which  fupported  it,  that  they 
were  by  no  Means  able  to  remove  it  to  the 
other  Canals,  as  they  had  defign'd  5  nor  had 
they  indeed  an  Opportunity  to  do  it  5  for  be- 
fore the  Army  had  all  palVd  the  firft  Breach  of 
the  Caufey,  they  were  obliged  to  take  to  their 
Arms  with  the  greateft  Precipitation,   being 
aflaulted  on  every  Side,  when  they  leaft  of  all 
fufpe&ed  any  fuch  Matter. 

The  Addrefs  with  which  thofe  Barbarians 
difpos'd  their  Enterprize,  was  very  worthy  of 
Admiration.  They  obferv'd  with  a  diflcmbled 
Vigilance  the  Motions  of  their  Enemies. 
They  affembled  and  diftributed  without  Noife 
{he  unmanageable  Multitude  of  their  Troops. 

They 
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c :  the  Silence  and  Dark- 

:  ro  compafs  their  Intention 

i    difcover'd. 

.;.'  cover'd  I  :   die  Lake 

one  e  Caul".  arm'd  Canoes ; 

beginning:  Confufion, 

and  fuch  good  Order,  tha:  the  Spaniards  heard 

the:-  of  their 

Shells,  almoft  fame  Time  that  they  felt 

the  Sharpnc  then  A. 

Corte.  e  Army  had  un- 

doubtedly been  deftroy'd,  if  the  Indians  had 
obferv'd  the  fame  good  Order  in  the  Heat  of 
:ment,  :  did  in  the  Beginning 

of  the  Attack  :  But  to  them  Moderation  and 
re  a  Conftraint,  and  when  once 
d.  Obedience  ce 
and  Cuftom  prevaiTc  i  in  Heaps 

upon  that  Part  w:  d  the  Bulk 

of  the  I  preiling  upon  each  other  after 

fuch  a  Manner,  that  their  Canoes  were  broke 
to  Piece  ipan  the  Caufey  j  and  the 

>cnce  of  thofe  who  were  furioufly  endca- 
rance,  provd  a  fecond  Danger  to 
foremoft.     The  Spaniards  made  terrible 
Deftruction  among  that  naked  and  diforderly 

ad  not  Strength  fufficient 
to  hole  :effant  Exercife  of  their 

and  Spears :  Nor  was  it  long  before 
they  found   themfelves  likewife   attack'd  in 
:t,  and  were  obliged  to  turn  their  Faces  to- 
wards that  Part  where  the  Danger  grew  moft 
Sing  3  for  the  Indians  who  were  at  a  Di- 

.ice, 
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fiance,  or  who  could  not  bear  the  Tedioufncis 
of  the  Oars,  flung  themfelves  into  the  Water, 
and  by  the  Help  of  their  Arms,  and  natural 
Agility,  climb'd  up  upon  the  Caufey  in  iucli 
Numbers,  that  they  were  not  able  to  make 
ufe  of  their  Weapons,  and  this  new  Aflault 
J  proved  a  Relief  to  the  Spaniards ;    for  the 
Mexicans  were  eafily  routed,  and  all  of  them 
I -in  a  Manner  being  kill'd,  their  Bodies  were 
I  fufficient  to  fill  up  the  Canal,  with  no  other 
Trouble  than  the  flinging  them  in,  where  they 
ferv'd  to  fupply  the  Want  of  a  Bridge  for  die 
Army  to  pats  over.     After  this  Manner  ibme 
\  of  our  Writers  relate  it  5  thoJ  others  fay,  That 
I  they  luckily  found  a  Beam  of  fufficient  Breadth, 
|.  which  the  Enemy  had  left  whole  in  the  fecond 
I  Bridge,  on  which  the  Soldiers  pafs'd  over  in 
I  Files,  guiding  the  Horfes  thro'  the  Water  by 
1  the  Bridles.     After  what  Manner  foever  it  hap- 
I  pen  d,  (for  it  is  not  eafy  to  reconcile  thefe  dif- 
f  ferent  Accounts,   nor  indeed  do  all  of  them 
ideferve  Reflection)  they  overcame  the  Diffi- 
I  culty  of  this  Pafs  by   their  indefatigable  In- 
I  duftry,  or  good  Fortune,  and  the  Vanguard  pro- 
\  fecuted  their  March  without  being  much  re- 
:  tarded  by  the  laft  Canal  5  for  the  Water  being 
fhallower  by  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Shore, 
*  they  could  eafily  wade  thro'  the  Remainder  of 
the  Lake  3  efteeming  it  as  a  particular  Piece  of 
good  Fortune,  that  the  Enemy,  out  of  fuch 
Multitudes  of  People  as  they  had  to  lpare,  had 
not  fent  any  Troops  to  the  other  Side;  for 

I  that  would  have  occaftond  a  new,   and  far 
more 
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People,  and  ordering  yuan  de  Xaramillo  to 
take  Care  to  form  the  Men  as  faft  as  they  ar- 
riv'd,  he  remrn'd  without  D. 
v.i:i:ie  C:-:::iriGrii:.:h  d-  S.vidcjciL  CJ.ri- 
f::\:d.  .:-.  C  ;.:".  A  'Z)ji;;^   FroBcifc$  dt 

Id:  ''..:.   in  G    :zsU   *DamhigM£3Z.     He    en- 

i  into  the  Engagement,    animating  th 
who  fought,  as  well  by  his  Prefcnce  as  by  his 
Example :  He  reinforced  his  Troop  with  as  ma- 
ny Soldiers  as  he  thought  neceflary  to  (top  the 

any,  on  both  Sides  of  the  Caufey,  and  or- 
der a  the  reft  to  file  off  from  the  Centre 
.\_-  :ie  Arriherv   ::  ': ;  :i_ :  -  i  n::  ;... 

:o  free  the  PaCage,  and  facilitate  the 
His  Valour  did  much  in  this  Dilpute  ;  but  his 
Mind  fuffer'd  much  more,  when  in  the  midft 
o:  :ii  :didi::dd  0;iei:.:y  he  heard  ne  Voice* 
of  Spaniards  calling  upon  God  in  the  laft 
Moments  of  their  Life,  whofe  Lamenta- 
tions confufcdly  rnix'd  with  tie  Shouts  and 
7. .:.:•:  i:  rie  h:d:.z-::.  :  us'd  another  terri- 
C:   1  ::  in  his  Breaft   b&  Im- 

pulfes 
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pulfes  of  Anger  and  the  Motions  of  Pity  and 
Compaflion. 

These  melancholy  Sounds  came  from   a 
Part  of  the  City,   where  it  was  wholly  im- 
practicable to  give  any  Relief,  by  Reafon  the 
Enemy,  who  were  towing  up  and  down  upon 
the  Lake,  had  taken  Care  to  deftroy  the  port- 
able Bridge,   before  the  Rear-guard   had  all 
pafs'd  y  and  there  it  was  the  Spaniards  fuffer'd 
mod :  For  the  chief  Body  of  the  Mexicans 
clos'd  with  them,  obliging  them  to  retreat  to 
the  Caufey,  cutting  in  Pieces  all  the  hinder- 
moft  and  leaft  circumfpect,  who,  for  the  moft 
Part,  were  of  the  Number  of  thofe  who  were 
wanting  in  their  Duty,  and  had  evaded  enter- 
ing; into  the  Fight  for  the  fake  of  the  Gold  which 
they  had  brought  from  the  Quarters.     Thefe 
died  ignominioudy,  hugging  and  embracing 
the  miferable  Load  which  made  them  Cow- 
ards ii%  the  Engagement,   and  tardy  in  their 
Flight,  not  only  lofing  their  own  worthlefs 
Lives,  but  blemifhing  the  Character  of  their 
Nation,  and  bringing  an  unjuft  Refle&ion  upon 
the  whole  Expedition  5  for  they  pafs'd  in  the 
Account  of  the  Dead,  as  Men  who  had  fold 
their  Lives  at  a  dearer  Rate,  whereas  in  Equity 
and  Reafon  Cowards  ought  not  to  be  counted 
in  the  Number  of  the  Conquer'd. 

Cortes  at  lad  retir'd  with  all  he  could 
pick  up  of  the  Rear-guard,  and  as  he  was  pene- 
trating thro'  the  fecond  Space  of  the  Caufey, 
with  little  or  no  Oppofition,  he  was  join'd  by 
Tedre  de  Afoarado,  who  ow'd  his  Life  to  little 

lefs 
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rhan  a  Miracle  of  Activity  and  Relbkuion : 
For  having  found    himfelf  clofely  bclet  on 
every  Side,   his  Horfe  kili'd  under  hi] 
one  of  the  Canals  (till  before  him  in  his  V 

;x'd  his  Lance,  or  Spear,  in  the  Botton 
the  Lake,  and  forcibly  raifing  his  Boc 
notable  Spring  of  his  Feet,  poizing  and 

:ing  his  Weight  in  the  Air  by  the  Strer 
of  his  Arms,  with  a 

:  other  Side:    A  iiirprizingly  b 
Action,  and  which  ha  :  "d  upon 

as  fomethin  flp  ng  N :. :  a  i  c  i  and  Alvarado 

himfelf,    when  he  afterwards  reflected  upon 
the  enormous  Diftance,  and  the  Succefs  he 
met  with  in  th  \  apt,  eafi  nae  fcnfible 

of  the  Diiproportion  there  was  between 
felf  and  fehc  Feafit  f  it.     Be 

*Did  izlio,   in  his  Hiftory,   lcems  to 

doubt  of  the  Truth  of  this  unaccountable  Leapt 
making  no  Scruple  of  treating  it  as  a  mere  Fic- 
tion, and  indeed  actually  contradicts  the  whole, 
tho'  he  does  not  exprcis  tun  ner  a  v 

regular  Manner;  for  at  rirft  he  ilightly  p; 
over  this  Circumuance,  and  anon  returns  to 
it  again,  with  the  Diffidence  of  one  who  is 
afraid  of  being  in  the  wrong,  or  repents 
having  given  into  the  Belief  of  it  with  too 
much  Facility.     But  in  our  Opinion  it  is 
cafy  to  believe  that  Alvarado  (hould  feign  fuch 
a  ftrange  Story,  and  father  upon  himfelf  an 
A&ion  which,  if  ever  fo  much  taken  for  grant- 
ed, would  at  the  bed  only  give  an  Opinion  of 
his  Agility,  but  could  add  no  Manner  of  Re- 
putation 
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putation  to  his  Valour.  We  relate  no  more 
than  what  has  been  credited  and  affirm'd  by 
Writers,  and  authorizd  by  Tradition,  that 
Place  being  ftill  known  under  the  Denomina- 
tion of  Alvar ado's  Leap  ;  nor  do  we  find  any 
great  Difficulty  in  believing,  upon  this  Occa- 
sion, as  in  feveral  others,  that  Truth  may  be 
confident  with  Improbability  :  And  consider- 
ing the  Extremity  to  which  Tedro  de  Alva- 
rado  then  found  himfclf  redue'd,  the  Thing 
appears  lefs  wonderful,  as  being  not  fo  much 
an  A&ion  abfolutely  beyond  the  Power  of  a 
Man  to  perform,  as  an  extraordinary  Effort  of 
a  Perfon  driven  to  the  lafl:  Neceflity. 


CHAP.     XIX. 

Cortes  marches  the  Road  towards  Tlafcala. 

Some  Troops  from  the  circumjacent  Towns 
follow  the  Army  at  a  cDijlance^  till  being 
joind  by  the  Mexicans,  who  likewife  pur- 
fue  him,  they  attack  his  Rear,  and  oblige 

him  to  take  Refuge  in  a  Temple, 

TH  E  Army  gaind  the  firm  Land  with  the 
firft  Appearance  of  the  Day,  and  halted 
near  Tacuba,  not  without  fome  Jealoufy  of 
that  Town,  which  was  very  populous,  and  in 
the  Intercft  of  the  Mexicans  ;  but  they  took 
Care  not  immediately  to  quit  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  the  Lake,  that  they  might  give  Time 
to  thofe  who-  could  efcape  from  the  Battle  to 

fave 
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Blemiih  upon  his  Courage.     It  muft  certainly 

c  been  a  Spe&ade  worthy  of  Admiration, 
to  behold  that  renowned  Leader  fo  fenfibly 
touched,  without  the  leaft  Abatement  of  his 
undaunted  Resolution,  and  his  Countenance 
all  bath'd  in  Tears  without  lofing  any  Pan  of 
the  Air  of  a  Conqueror. 

He  inquird  for  the  Aflxolcr er,  v  hei 
order  to  reprimand  him  for  the 
battening  the  March,  or  crt  his 

cr.c'.y  ':y  :i'.\y:~z  hi:::  u?:::  ::i:  Sc:c::cc  :   b:t 
he  was  told  that  he  was  kilTd  in  the  firft 
fault  cf  the  Caufey,  th^  ::h  having  m< 

the  Fate  common  to  thofe  of  his  Profcilion. 

c  (peak  not  of  thofe  who  really  undei 
the  Foundation  of  that  Art,  making  U 
the  fa:  -ie  Rul  e  cafon ;  but  of  thol 

who  take  upon  them  the  Character  of  judit 
A:"::c!:j:..   v: :  L/  :.:e:5  :  A  ^c:  of  Men,  wj 
for  the  Generality  live  wretchedly,  and  die 

;  era  felicitous  about  other  Peop] 
Happinefs,  and  always  unhappy 
infomuch  that  one  of  the  Claffick  Auth< 
takes  upon  him  to  fay,  That  the  very  hicli- 
7. .::;;•;   ::    a   :.::\    (jc  .  ■-:  at  ion   of  tit    StOTSt 

a  fufficient  Argumer.  ne  to  be- 

lirje,  tbattheTerfc  has  that  Curiofit) 

wms  born  under  an  evil  *Phmet. 

But  in  the  Midft  of  theil 
\  is  no  final!  Confolation  to  Hernan  Cortes, 
and  the  whole  Army,  that  \Do?,?,a  Marim 
z:.i  Geromw%6  de  Aguilar  had  found  M< 
to  efcape  fiom  the  Battle,     in    the   tcrribl 

Co 
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Confufion  of  that  Night,  they  being  the  prin- 
cipal Inftruments  of  the  Conqueft,  and  no  lefs 
ricceflary  at  this  Time  then  they  had  been  be- 
:bre  5  for  without  them  it  was  altogether  im- 
x)ffible  to  ftir  up  or  engage  the  Friendfhip  of 
:he  Nations  they  were  going  to  feek.     Nor 
vvas  it  lefs  happy,  that  the  Mexicans  did  not 
:bllo\v  the  Chacej  for  they  gave  Time  to  the 
Spaniards  to  breathe  after  their  Fatigue,  and 
:o  march  in  better  Order,  and  with  lefs  Hafte, 
mounting  the  difabled  Men  on  the  Cruppers 
bf  the  Hories.     This  Stop  of  the  Mexicans 
oroceeded  from    an    unthought-of  Accident, 
vhich  may  be  attributed  to  the  Providence  of 
3od.     The  Sons  of  Motezuma^  who  had  at- 
ended  their  Father  during  his  Continuance 
n  the  Quarters,  together  with  all  the  Mexi- 
*an  Prifoners  who  were  left  under  Convov 
nrith  the  Baggage,    were  unfortunately  killed 
*y   the  Enemy  5    and   in  the  Morning    the 
wdians,   allured  by  the  Spoils  of  the  Dead, 
jeheld,  pierced  thro'  with  their  own  Arrows, 
'he  Bodies  of  thole  unhappy  Princes,    whom 
hey  reverenced  with  that  fame  kind  of  Ado- 
ption they  once  did  their   deceafed  Father. 
They  ftood  amaz'd,  ftupify'd,  and  confounded 
it  the  Sight,    without  daring  to  pronounce 
he  Caufe  of  their  Aftonimmcnt.     Thole  who 
irft  faw  it  drew  back,   that  others  might  ap- 
>roach,  and  all  in  general  were  mute,  exprdfc 
;ng  their  Surprize  by   Silence.     However,  it 
V2S  not  long   before  the  News   was   carried 
hro'  the  Troops,    and  they   were  all  feized 

P  2  v-iu 
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with  Fear  and  Amazement  5  the  Ufe  of  their 
Scnfes  and  Faculties  beins  for  fome  time  fuC 
pended,  with  that  kind  of  fudden  Terror^ 
which  the  Ancients  called  Tanick  Fear.  The 
Mexican  Chiefs  refolved  to  fend  an  Account 
of  this  Accident  to  the  new  Emperor^  and 
he,  who  was  fore'd  to  affect  a  Concern  out' 
of  Coe  :e  with  thole  whole  Grief  was 

tied,    commanded  the  Army   to  h 
bee,  the  Ceremony  of  the  Funeral  Out- 

cries and  Lamentations  which  afed  to  precede 

:  the  Priefts,  followed  by 
all  who  had  remained  in  the  City,   came  to 
receive  the  Royal  Bodies,  in  order  to  conduct 
n  to  the  Burying-place  of  their  Anceftors. 
Death  of  thole  Princes  that  the 
.  trds  were  indebted  for  the  firft  Reco- 
very from  their  Confufion,    and  that  fcafoii- 
Jut  they  lamented  their  untimely 
e  as  one  of  the  created  LofTes  that  cc 

^en  them  5   and  particularly  CorteA 

who,  in  thofe  Princes,  lov'd  and  refpected  thi 

:mory   of  their  Father,    and  had  founded 

:  of  his  Hopes  in  the  Right  of  the  Eider. 

Cortes  in  the  mean  while    directed  his 

irch  towards  T/afca/a,  with  Guides  of  that 

Nation  Lrmy  continually  in  Battle  Array, 

not  being  without  Sulpicion  of  fome  Dcfign 

;  and  upon  fuch  Occa- 

ir  is  oftcner  attended 

:  Succc  .  is  a  too  confident  Security. 

It    was    not   long   before    fome  Bands   of 

ippeared,    who  followed   the 

Av 
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Army,  without  approaching  within  Shot. 
Thcfe  were  the  Inhabitants  of  Tacuba,  Efca- 
pizalco,  and  Tenecuya,  whom  the  Mexicans 
had  fummoned  out  to  obferve  the  Spaniards 
on  the  March,  till  fuch  time  as  they  had  dis- 
charged themfelves  of  their  Duty  towards  the 
Sons  of  Motezuma.  A  politick  Contrivance 
in  thofe  barbarous  People!  However,  thefe 
were  but  a  fmall  Annoyance  to  the  Spaniards 
upon  the  Road;  for  they  always  kept  at  a  Di- 
ftance :  So  that  they  only  offended  with  their 
fcurrilous  Language  and  Shouts :  But  they  con- 
tinued this  Kind  of  harmlefs  Hoftility,  till  the 
fyhole  Multitude  of  the  Mexicans  came  up; 
at  which  Time  they  all  inftantly  united,  and 
advancing  with  their  cuftomary  Swiftnefs,  made 
fo  brisk  and  fo  refolute  an  Attack  upon  the 
Army,  that  they  were  all  obliged  to  face  about 
to  repulfe  them. 

Cortes  extended  his  Front  where  he 
pofted  his  Fire- Arms  and  Crofs-Bows,  being 
obliged  to  engage  in  the  open  Field,  without 
having  any  Place  of  Security  to  retire  to. 
As  many  of  the  Indians  as  had  Courage 
enough  to  venture  near,  died,  without 
any  Difcouragement  to  the  reft.  The  Horfe 
fally'd  out  to  skirmifh,  and  made  a  very  great 
Slaughter:  But  the  Number  of  the  Enemy 
continually  increafed,  and  their  Arrows  and 
Slings  did  confiderable  Damage  from  afar. 
The  Spaniards  were  tired,  and  without  Hopes 
of  repulfing  that  enormous  Multitude  5  and 
now  their  Valour  began  to  flacken  for  Want 
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of  Strength,  when  Cortes,  who  behaved  him- 
felf  in  the  Battle  like  a  Soldier,  without  for- 
getting the  Duty  of  a  General,    obferved  a 
certain  rifing  Ground    at   no  great  Diftance 
from  thence,    which  commanded  the  whole 
circumjacent  Plain.     Upon  the  Top  of  that 
Eminence  was  a  towered  Building,   which  ap- 
peared like  a  Fortrefs,  or  at  leaft  the  Exigence 
in  which  he  found  himfelf,  made  him  fancy- 
it  as  fuch.     He  refolved  to  poflefs  himfelf  of 
this  Poft  for  the  Advantage  of  its  Situation ; 
and  detaching  a  Party  of  Men  to  reconnoitre 
it,  he  moved  with  the  Army  in  order  to  gain 
it,  which  he  did  not  find  could  be  effected 
without  Difficulty,  being  obliged  to  face  the 
Enemy  all  the  while  afcending  the  Hill,   and 
to  place  fome  Companies  of  Harquebufters  to 
defend  the  Avenues  5  but  he  happily  compafs'd 
his  Defign,   poffeffing  himfelf  of  the  Tower 
without  Refiftance,  and  in  that  found  all  the 
Advantages  which,   at  that  Time,  his  Imagi- 
nation could  frame. 

It  was  a  Temple  dedicated  to  the  Sylvan 
Deities,  to  which  thofe  Barbarians  recom- 
mended the  Fertility  of  their  Harvcfts.  The 
Priefts  and  Servants  who  attended  the  abomi- 
nable Worfhip  of  that  Place,  had  quitted  it, 
flying  from  the  Neighbourhood  of  War,  as 
People  of  a  different  Profeffion.  The  Court 
of  this  Temple  was  fufficiently  capacious,  en- 
compaffed  with  a  Wall,  after  their  Manner 
of  building,  which,  together  with  the  Towers 
wherewith  it  was  flanked,  rendered  it  tolerably 

defenfiblc. 
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defenfible.    Under  the  Shelter  of  thefe  Works, 
which  was  looked  upon  as   an  impregnable 
Fortrefs,    the  Spaniards  began   to    breathe. 
They  lifted  up  their  Eyes  and  Hearts  towards 
Heaven,  receiving  this  timely  Relief  from  the 
imminent  Perils  to  which  they  had  been  ex- 
pofed,  as  an  immediate  Succour  from  Divine 
Providence:    Nor  did    this   pious  Refle&ion 
ceafe  to   remain  with  them  even  after  the 
Danger  was  all  over  5  for  in  Memory  of  the 
ftgnal  Service  that  Temple  did  them,  in  af- 
fording them  Shelter  in  an  Exigence  wherein 
they  were  near  being  reduced  to  the  laft  Ex- 
tremity, they  ere&ed  afterwards  in  that  very 
Place  a  Hermitage,   with  the   Invocation   of 
the  Blejfed  Virgin,  which  is  known  to  this 
Day  by  the  Name  of  Neuftra  Sennora  de  los 
Remedios,    where  People  daily  find  Relief  in 
their  Neceflities  5  and  where,  in  the  Devotion 
of  the  Faithful,  who  are  Inhabitants  of  thofe 
Parts,  may  be  feen  the  Acknowledgment  and 
grateful  Remembrance  they  retain  of  fo  great 
a  Benefit. 

The  Enemy  did  not  dare  to  mount  the 
Hill,  nor  did  they  give  any  Signs  of  their  in- 
tending an  Afiault :  But  they  approached 
within  Musket  Shot,  begirting  the  Eminence 
on  all  Parts,  and  made  fome  Advances  to 
fhoot  their  Arrows,  wounding,  for  the  mod 
part,  the  Air,  and  fometimes  the  Walls,  as 
if  it  were  to  chaftize  them  for  oppofing  their 
Vengeance.  In  the  mean  Time  nothing  was 
to  be  heard  but  barbarous  Shouts  and  Menaces, 
P  4.  whereby 


1 1 6      The  Hiftcry  of  the    Bock  IV. 

whereby  they  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  De- 

s  oi  their  Valour,  aid  which  ferved  only 
to  diicover  :>...:  Weaknefs.    They  were,  with 

e  Trouble,  kept  off  till  the  Evening  began 
to  :^  h3   at  which  Time  they  all  retired, 

and  took  the  Road  towards  Mexico^  whether 
it  was  to  ccmp'.y  with  the  Obfervation  of  their 
Cuftom,    of  :  with  the  Sun,    or  that 

Lem(elyes  tired  with  having  been 
net  continually  engaged  from  Mid- 

ht  till  then.  It  was  diicovered  from  the 
Top  of  the  Towers,  that  they  halted  in  the 
j  of  the  Plain,  and  dividing  into  fcveral 
Bodies,  endeavoured  to  conceal  themfelves ;  as 
if  they  had  not  given  fufficient  Evidence  of 
their  Intention,  and  published,  by  the  Manner 
of  their  Retreat,  that  they  left  the  Difpute  in 
Sufpence. 

Cortes  difpofed  every  Thing  in  his  Quar- 
ters with  all  the  Care  and  Circumfpection  that 
a  Night  fo  uniecure,  and  a  Poll:  fo  threatened 
obliged  him.  He  ordered  the  Guards  and  Cen- 
tineis  to  be  fooner  relieved  than  ordinary,  th# 
all  might  have  their  Share  of  Reft.  They  made 
forne  Eires,  as  well  becaufe  the  Coldnefs  of 
the  Seafon  required  this  Relief,  as  to  con  fume 
the  Arrows  of  the  Mexicans,  thereby  to  de 
prive  the  Enemies  of  that  Ammunition. 

He  gave  a  fmall  Refrefhment  to  the  People 
of  the  Proviftons  found  in  the  Temple,  and 
what  the  Indians  had  laved  with  the  Ba^ga^e 
Particular  Care  was  taken  of  the  Cure  of  the 
Wounded,  which  was  attended  with  no  fmall 

Difficulties 
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Difficulties  in  a  Place  where  all  Neceffaries 
were  wanting 5  but  they  ■  apply M  fuch  Reme- 
dies as  the  Place  afforded,  and  which  in  fome 
nieafure  fupplied  the  Want  of  more  proper 
Medicines,  -  by  affwaging  their  Pain,  and  the 
Horfe- Cloths  ferved  for  Lint  and  Bandage. 

Cortes  took  Care  of  all,   but  (till  with- 
out forgetting  the  Danger  to  which  he  lay  ex- 
poled  5   and  before  he  would  retire  to  take 
the  lead  Repofe,  he  affembled  his  Officers  to 
confult  with  them  what  was  to  be  done  in 
this  juncture.     He  had  already  form'd  his  Re- 
folution,   but  he  always   evaded   deciding  in 
-  hazardous  Matters,  and  he  was  a  great  Mafter 
at  bringing  People  over  to  what  was  rcafon- 
;  able,   without  fhewing  his  own  Opinion,  or 
.  making  Ufe  of  his  Authority.     He  propofed 
I  /different   Methods  which    might   be   taken, 
•  with  the  feveral    Inconveniencies    attending 
f  them,  leaving  them  to  judge  which  Expedient 
i  was  moft  advifeable.    He  began  by  intimating, 
"   That  fuch  Difficulties  as  thole   in    which 
\  \\  they  had  been   engaged  all  that  Evening, 
were  not  to  be  overcome  a  Second  Time  5 
neither  could  they  ever  again,   without  ap- 
parent Rafhnefs,   undertake  a  March,   with 
"  the  Oppofition  of  an  Army  fo  fuperior  to 
■"  them  in  Number,  and  under  the  Neceility 
<c  of  fighting  and  retiring  at  the  fame  Time: 
#'  That  to  avoid  being  again  forced  to  a  Re- 
¥  folution  fo  dangerous,    and    accompany 'd 
"  with    fo    many  Inconveniencies,     he    had 
"  fome  Thoughts  of  attacking  the  Enemy  in 

"  their 
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tt  tet  he  was  of  Opinion,  that  it  would  be 
■  bat  a  frnideis  Labour,  face,  at  the  beft, 
c  they  CbonM  only  oblke  the  Multitude  to 
**  difrcrfe  for  the  prdem,  who  wotLd  not 
-  fslto  join  asain,  fiom  whkh  Method  of 

::.:    1~zi.:  jl;'-z.~s    :: 
:     -.  "':■     7 ;-.::  :.z  ;.::  :..:__:.-.:  ::::; 
ifgiwtaining  the  Poft  t  ore  in, 

*  fech  Tane  as  the  MexUmns  ftooki  be  tired 
theReld;   ber  that  the 
;  Pi. o\ 'Softs,  whicQ  they  already  iuflexedy 
m  Hkewife   rendered   th2t  Method   impraQHH 
Se."    And  laffly  he  told  them,  (and  drip] 
what  he  had  determined  upon)  "  T 
_   had  been  thinking  whether  or  no  it 
"  wooid  not  be  the  be:  :o  march  thJH 

::.-.  :-.zz.:t  :     _V::r_r.r;   -.  ::  :..t  Zr. ; :.:;-, 

jonfe^  to  their  Caftom,    not  moving  J 

Son-rifins,  they  foooM  have  the  Ad- 

.     :€  osh?^  Groond  withoot  any  :":;- 

:.-..-:  7::::   r .:   :.:.    :r.    ;:  ':    :.-.;   X'fxicaMM 

*'-  fhonid  relieve  to  follow  the  Pnrfuit,  thdfl 

**  woo!d  not  be  abk  to  overtake  them  beftxfl 

"  they  had  tired  themf  md  it  would 

"  be  eafier  to  consume  the  Retreat  with  a  Ids 

**  visoroas  Opposition.    Bat  confiiering  that 

tt  the  Troops  were  in  (6  bad  a  Condition, 

earjr'd  aad  near  (pent,  ft  would  be  a  P:  -  c  - 

of  unreasonable  Inhumanity  to  pot  them, 

wMwcr  cew  Oafe,  upon  the  Fatigue  of  an 

tmfrafonaMc  March,  in  a  dark  Night,  and 


c: 
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*  an  How^ 

•  E  .  they  we:  :jtraor- 

i  in  a  C 

re  to  weigh  th  I  .~ 

to  chufe  that  which  w:. 
u  t: 

He  had  : 
all  the  Cap:  i,  That  no  ot 

n  was  1  that  the  die 

Hazard  in  it  -  to  proceed  on  rib 

iMarch  without  farther  I  :32a  what  was 

abfolut.  :r,  me  :  Hour 

'Reft  to  re:  e  Pec: 

tennined  to  begin  the 
Cortes  c  ning  himu 

q  Ooinion,    tho'  he  it  as  the 

.lion  of  other:  .ibtil  I 

di  he 
in  order  to  prevent  E 
it,  and  adir 
ch  only  thofe  can  practiie  who  and 
Art  of  deciding  by  asking 
c:~  making  a  Propofai  in  fuch  a  Mann. 
Jeave  no  Room  for  C 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XX. 

The  Spaniards  continue  their  Retreat.  They 
undergo  great  Fatigue  and  ^Difficulties. 
The  Army  reaches  the  Vally  of  Otumba, 
inhere,  in  a  pitched  Battle,  the  whole 
'Power  tf/' Mexico  is  utterly  defeated. 

AL I T  T  L  E  before  the  appointed  Hour, 
the  Troops  were  affembled,  having  flept 
in  Fear,  and  waked  without  Difficulty.  The 
Order  to  march,  and  the  Reafon  for  fo  doing, 
were  given  at  the  fame  Time  5  upon  which 
they  all  diligently  prepared  for  their  fetting 
out,  applauding  the  Prudence  of  the  Refolu- 
tion.  Cortes  ordered,  that  as  a  Blind  to  con- 
ceal from  the  Enemy  their  Motion,  they 
fhould  leave  all  the  Fires  burning;  and  giving 
to  'Diego  de  Ordaz  the  Charge  of  the  Van- 
Guard,  with  fome  trufty  and  intelligent  Guides, 
he  placed  his  chief  Strength  in  the  Rear,  where 
he  himfelf  remained,  that  he  might  be  nearer 
the  Danger,  and  by  his  Care  and  Vigilance, 
be  a  Security  to  thofe  who  pafs'd  before. 
They  fct  forward  with  all  neceflary  Caution, 
and  the  Guides  being  ordered  to  keep  at  fomc 
Diftance  from  the  High  Road,  till  the  Morn- 
ing, they  marched  a  little  more  than  half  a 
League,  without  the  Silence  of  the  Night  be- 
ing interrupted  by  the  leaft  Noife. 

But,  upon  their  entring  into  a  broken  and 
hilly  Ground,  the  Scouts  fell  into  an  Ambufh, 

which 
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which  the  very  People  who  endeavoured  to 
hide  themfelves,  knew  not  how  to  conceals 
for  they  gave  Notice  of  the  Danger  beforehand, 
both  by  Shouts  and  Stones.  Divers  Troops 
of  Indians  came  pouring  down  from  the  Emi- 
nences, and  rufhing  out  from  among  the  Bufhes, 
and  without  Order,  attacked  on  the  Flanks  jj 
and  notwithstanding  they  were  not  Co  nume- 
rous as  to  oblige  the  Army  to  halt,  yet  the 
Spaniards  were  neceflltated  to  beat  off  the 
mod  daring  of  the  Enemy  who  ventured  neareft, 
to  break  thro'  feveral  Ambufcades,  and  to  dis- 
pute divers  narrow  Partes.  The  Spaniards 
were  apprehenfive  at  firft,  that  it  was  a  Second 
Attack  of  the  whole  Army,  which  they  had 
left  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Temple  5  and 
feme  of  our  Writers  report  this  A&ion  as  a 
Purfuit  made  by  thofe  Mexicans:  But  thefe 
intermitted  and  loofe  Attacks  were  not  agree- 
able to  their  Manner  of  fighting,  nor  to  what 
they  afterwards  did:  And  in  our  Opinion, 
they  were  the  Militia  of  the  neighbouring 
Towns,  who,  by  previous  Orders  received 
from  Court,  endeavoured  to  difturb  the  Ar- 
my's March,  porting  themfelves  in  the  broken 
Parts  of  the  Road :  For  if  the  Mexicans  had 
difcover'd  the  Retreat,  they  would  have  come 
all  in  a  Body  as  they  were  accuftomed  to  do> 
they  would,  with  their  united  Force,  have 
begun  the  Attack  in  the  Rear,  and  not  have 
divided  themfelves  into  fmall  Companies, 
converting  the  War  into  a  few  light  Skir^ 
miflies. 

With 
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With  this  kind  of  Oppofition,  which  was 
rather  troublefome  than  dangerous,  the  Army 
advanced  Two  Leagues  5  and  a  little  before 
Day,  they  halted  in  another  Temple,  lefs  ca- 
pacious, and  fituated  upon  an  Eminence  not 
altogether  fo  high  as  the  former,  but  of  fuffi- 
cient  Height  to  view  the  Country  round 
about,  and  by  the  Number  of  Enemies  they 
fhould  difcover,  to  judge  what  Meafures  and 
Refolutions  were  propcreft  to  be  taken  for  their 
Security.  The  Light  of  the  Morning  did  not 
only  difcover  what  Sort  of  Indians  they  had 
to  deal  with,  but  likewifc  the  Difordcr  in 
which  they  were  5  and  finding  that  what  they 
had  fufpccled  for  a  new  Charge  of  the  Enemy's 
Army,  was  no  more  than  the  Infults  of  a  de- 
fpicable  Herd  of  Peafants,  they  renewed  their 
March  without  farther  Delay,  with  the  Intent  of 
advancing  as  far  before  the  Enemy  as  poillbly 
they  could,  in  order  to  avoid,  or  at  leaft  to 
render  more  difficult,  the  Purfuit  of  the  Me- 
xicans. 

The  Indian  Peafants  continued  their  Shouts, 
following  the  Army  at  a  Diftancc,  like  frightned 
Dogs,  which  by  barking  exprefs  their  impo- 
tent Rage;  till  having  advanced  about  Two 
Leagues  farther,  they  difcovcrcd  a  Village  ad- 
vantageoufly  fituated,  and,  as  they  believed, 
well  peopled.  Cortes  pitched  upon  this  Place 
for  his  Quarters,  and  gave  Orders  to  his  Troops 
to  pofiefs  themfclves  of  it  by  Force,  if  they 
could  not  by  fair  Means  j  but  they  found  it 
wholly  forfaken  by  the  Inhabitants,  together 

with 
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with  fome  Provifions  which  they  could  not 
carry  off;  and  which,  at  that  Jun&urc,  were 
very  neceffary  for  the  recruiting  their  exhaufted 
Strength. 

Here  the  Army  ftay'd  a  Day,   and  fome 
fay  Two ;  the  Condition  of  the  Wounded  be- 
ing fuch,  that  they  could  not  proceed  fooner. 
They  made  Two  Marches   more  through  a 
Country  (till  more  rocky  and  barren,   always 
out  of  the  great  Road,  and  fomewhat  doubt- 
ful whether  their  Guides  went  right.     They 
had  no  Cover,  under  which  to  pafs  the  Night; 
nor  did  the  Perfecution  of  thofe  Indians  ceafe, 
who   continually  kept  in  Sight;    or  perhaps 
they  might  be  others,    who  came  out  upon 
the  firft   Order  to  follow  them  thro'  their  re- 
fpeftive  Diftri&s.     But  above  all  other  Incon- 
veniencies   in   thefe    Marches,    they    fuffer'd 
Hunger  and  Third  to  that  Degree,  that  they 
wanted  little  of  being  quite  difpirited.     The 
Officers  and  Soldiers  animated  each  other; 
and  Patience,  ambitioujs  of  vying  with  Valour, 
us'd  its  utmoft  Efforts  to  withftand  thofe  fevers 
Tryals.     They  were  forced  to  have  Recourfe 
to  the  Herbs  and  Roots  of  the  Field  for  Sufte- 
nance,  without  examining  whether  they  were 
venomous  or  harmlefs,  tho'  fuch  as  were  the 
moft   prudent,    governed  themfelves  by    the 
knowledge  and  Example  of  the  Tlafcalans. 
One  of  the   wounded  Horfes  died,    and  the 
Want  they  had  of  that  Creature's  Service  in 
the  Army  was  forgot  with  Joy  >  for  it  was  di- 
vided, as  a  particular  Regale,  among  thofe  who 

were 
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were  in  the  greateft  Extremity,  who  celebrated 
the  Feaft  by  inviting  their  beft  Friends  to  par- 
take of  that  dainty  Food.  A  relifhing  Ban- 
quet at  that  Time,  at  which  all  Scruples  of 
Stomach  gave  Way  to  Neceffity. 

The  laft  of  thefe  Two  Marches  terminated 
in  a  little  Village,  whofc  Inhabitants,  without 
abandoning  their  Dwellings  like   the  others, 
gave  them  free  Entrance  5   neither  were  they 
wanting  in  their  Afliftancc  to  them  with  a 
feeming   Chearfulnefs  and  Sedulity  in  every 
Thing  they  were  ordered  5  which  Obfequiouf- 
ftefs,  and  unexpected  Entertainment,  was  a  new 
Stratagem  of  the  Mexicans,    that  their  Ene- 
mies might  come  lefs  prepared  to  the  Snare' 
which  they  had  provided  for  them.     Thefe 
Villagers  freely  {hewed  their  Stores  of  Provi- 
fion,    and  from  other  neighbouring  Villages 
procured  what  was  fufficicnt  to  make  the  fa- 
tigued Spaniards  forget  their  paft  Sufferings. 
Early  in  the  Morning  the  Army  was  already 
difpofed  to  afcend  the  Mountain,  which,  on 
the  other  Side,   declined  into  the  Valley  of 
Otumba,  thro'  which  they  muff  of  Neccility 
pafs  to  take  the  Road  that  leads  to  Tlafcald. 
They  obferved  fome  Alteration  in  the  Indians 
who  followed  their  March;   for  their  Shouts 
and  Scoffs  cxprcfled  rather  a  joyful  Satisfaction 
than  Indignation :   And  T)onna  Marina  took 
Notice,  that  they  frequently  faid,  Go  on>  Ty- 
rants I  go  on\  for  you  will  quickly  arrive  at 
the  Vlace  \vhereyou  will all perifa.  Thefe  Ex- 
preflions  gave  them  Occafion  to  rcflea;  for 

thole 
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thofe  Words  were  too  often  repeated  not  to 
import  fomething  particular.  Some  began  to 
dcubt,  that  thefe  Indians,  confiding  in  the 
Tlafcalans,  rejoiced  at  the  Danger  to  which 
the  Spaniards  were  marching,  as  having  re- 
ceived fome  Notice,  that  there  had  happened 
a  Change  in  the  Fidelity  or  AfFe&ion  of 
that  Nation.  But  Cortes,  and  thofe  of  better 
Judgment  and  Penetration,  looked  upon  this 
Novelty  as  no  other  than  a  Token  of  fomc 
AmbuQi  that  was  then  nearer  than  Tlafcala? 
for  there  wanted  not  Examples  of  the  Simpli- 
city and  Eafinefs  with  which  the  Indians  were 
wont  to  publifh  the  very  Thing  which  they 
endeavoured  to  conceal. 

They  continued  their  March,  forewarned 
now,  and  their  Minds  difpofed  for  entering 
upon  frefh  A&ion  j  when  the  advanced  Guard, 
having  reached  the  Mountain  Top,  came  back 
with  an  Account,  that  the  Enemy  had  pofTefs'd 
themfelves  of  all  the  Valley,  barring  up  the 
PaiTage  to  the  Road  whither  they  were  direct- 
ing their  Courfe,  with  a  mod  formidable  Mul- 
titude. It  was  the  fame  Body  of  Mexicans 
which  they  had  left  at  the  firft  Temple,  re- 
inforced with  new  Troops,  and  other  Com- 
manders. They  difcovered  in  the  Morning, 
as  may  be  prefum'd  by  the  fucceeding  Cir- 
cumftances,  the  fudden  Retreat  of  the  Spani- 
ards 5  and  notwithstanding  they  did  not  doubt 
but  that  they  fhould  be  able  to  overtake  them, 
yet  they  feared,    very   confiderately,    by  the 

Vol.  II.  Q^  Expe- 
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Experience  of  that  Night,  that  it  would  not 
be  poflible  to  deftroy  them  before  they  reached 
the  Tlafcalan  Territories,  if  they  went  on  fe- 
curins;  the  advantageous  Pofts  of  the  Moun- 
tains :  For  which  Reafon  they  fent  Difpatches 
to  Mexico  for  Re-inforcement,  that  an  Affair 
of  fo  much  Importance  might  not  miicarry 
for  want  of  ncceffary  Force  ;  which  Propoial 
was  fo  well  received  in  the  City,  that  all  the 
Nobility  inftantly  fct  out,  followed  by  the 
reft  of  the  Troops  which  they  had  aflembled, 
to  join  the  Army;  and  in  the  fmall  Space  of 
Three  or  Four  Days  they  divided  themfcives 
by  different  Roads,  marching  under  Shelter 
of  the  Mountains  with  fuch  Expedition,  that 
they  got  before  the  Spaniards,  and  filled  the 
whole  Valley  of  Otumb >a ,  which  was  a  very 
fpacious  Plain,  where  they  might,  tmdifcover'dj 
wait  for  the  Spaniards  their  Enemies,  and  at- 
tack them  without  embaraffing  each  other 
for  Want  of  Room.  A  Project  well  concerted, 
and  as  well  executed;  and  which  might  be 
envy'd  by  Leaders  of  greater  Experience,  and 
People  better  difciplina  and  iefs  barbarous. 

Upon  the  firft  Intelligence  it  was  not  fu- 
fpectcd  that  they  were  the  Mexicans?  but  on 
trie  Contrary,  the  Spaniards  believed,  as  they 
were  going  up  the  Hill,  that  the  diipcrfed 
Troops  had  united  them! elves  in  order  to 
defend  fome  Pais;  but  upon  gaining  the  Sum- 
mit, they  difcovcrcd  a  very  powerful  Army, 
and  in  much  better  Order  than  any  they  had 
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*een  before,  whofe  Front  took  up  the  whole 
Breadth  of  the  Valley,  rwhofe  Depth  the  Eye 

1  could  not  reach,  and  which  was  the  laft  Effort 
of  the  Mexican  Power,  compofed  of  various 

I  Nations,   as  the  Diverfity  of  the_  feveral  Co- 

I  lours  and  Standards  denoted.  The  Captain- 
General  of  the  Empire  was  drftinguifhed  in  the 
Centre  of  the  Multitude,  borne  up  upon 
Men's  Shoulders,  in  a  Litter  mod  fumptuoufly 
adorn'd,  in  fuch  Manner,  that  being  a  Wit- 
nefs   of  every   one's  Behaviour,    his  Orders 

■  might  be  punctually  executed.  Upon  his 
Chair,  or  Litter,  flood  erected  the  Royal 
Standard  of  Mexico,  which  was  not  intruded 
to  any  other  Hand  but  his,  and  could  only  be 
brought  into  the  Field  in  Cafes  of  the  great- 
eft  Exigence  and  Importance.     The  Form  of 

I  this  Standard  was  a  Net  of  MafTy  Gold,  bang- 
ling  on  a  Pike,  and  crown'd  with  a  Plume  of 
■leathers  of  various  Colours,  both  the  one  and 
■the  other  myfterioufly  denoting  a  Superiority 

II  above  the  reft  of  Hieroglyphicks  of  the  letter 
ijEnfigns.     The  wavering  and  confus'd  Motion 

of  fuch  different  Arms  and  Feathers  appeared 
beautiful  amidft  fo  many  Objects  of  Horror. 

The  Spanijh  Army    perceiving   the    frefh 
Danger  for  which  they  were  to  prepare  their 
I  Minds  and  Arms,   Cortes  began  to  examine 
the  Countenances  of  his  People  with  that  na- 
tural Fire  in  his  Look,  which  influenced  their 
;  Hearts  far  better  than  Words  5    and  rinding 
I  them  rather  Jnfpircd  with  a  generous  Rcfent- 

Q^  2  ment, 
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ment,  (truck  than  with  Fear,  "  Our  Cafe  is 
u  now  fuch,  faid  he,  that  we  muft  either  die 
"  or  conquer :  The  Caufe  of  our  God  fights 
u  for  us."  Nor  had  he  Time  to  fay  any 
more  \  for  the  Soldiers  themfelves  interrupted 
him,  crying  out  for  the  Word  of  Command, 
in  order  to  engage ;  upon  which  he  only  ftay'd 
to  give  them  fome  few  neceilary  Precautions, 
fuch  as  the  prefent  Occafion  required ;  and, 
as  he  was  accuftomed,  invoking  St.  Ja?nes, 
and  St.  Teter,  he  advanced  with  his  front 
extended,  and  united  the  Body  of  the  Army 
with  the  Wings  of  the  Horfe,  who  were  ap- 
.  pointed  to  defend  the  Flanks,  and  fecure  the 
Pvcar.  The  Fire-Arms  and  Crofs-Bows  made 
their  firft  Difcharges  fo  opportunely,  that  the 
Enemy  had  fcarcc  Time  to  make  Ufe  of  their 
miilive  Weapons.  The  Swords  and  Lances 
did  (till  greater  Damage,  the  Horfe  taking 
Care,  at  the  fame  Time,  to  break  and  to  put 
to  Flight  thofe  Troops  which  endeavoured  to 
inclofe  the  Army.  They  gained  fome  Ground 
by  this  firft  Charge.  The  Spaniards  gave  no 
Stroke  without  a  Wound,  nor  any  Wound 
which  needed  a  fecond  Blow.  The  Tlafca- 
lans  threw  themfelves  into  the  thickeft  of  the 
Battle,  with  an  infatiablc  Third  after  Mexican 
Blood ;  and  all  had  fuch  Command  of  their 
Paflions,  that  they  killed  with  Choices  firft 
fecking  out  thofe  who  appeared  to  be  Leaders. 
But  the  Mexicans  fought  with  great  Obftinacy, 
advancing,  tho'  not  with  the  beft  Order,  yet 

with 
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with  furprizing  Refolution  to  fupply  the  Place's 
of  thofe  who  fell  5  and  the  Spaniards  were 
fatigued  with  the  Slaughter  of  them,  for  the 
Battle  was  continually  renewing  with  frefh 
Men.  Their  whole  Army  feemed  to  give 
Way  whenever  the  Cavalry  charged  them, 
or  the  Fire- Arms  advanced  ;  but  they  returned 
with  new  Vigour  to  recover  their  loft  Ground, 
the  Multitude  moving  from  Place  to  Place 
with  fuch  Celerity,  that  the  whole  Field  ap- 
peared like  a  ftormy  Sea  of  Men  5  the  perpe- 
jtual  Flux  and  Reflux  feeming  to  authorize 
that  Simile. 

Cortes  fought  on  Horfeback,  continu- 
ally relieving,  with  his  Troop,  where  the 
greatcft  Strefs  lay,  carrying  Death  and  Terror 
upon  the  Point  of  his  Lance,  wherefoever  he 
came :  But  the  obftinate  Refiftance  of  the 
Indians  gave  him  no  fmall  Concern  j  for  it- 
was  not  poffibly  to  be  hoped,  but  that  the 
Strength  of  his  Men  muft  abate  with  fuch 
unintermitting  A&ion;  and  refle&ing  upon 
the  Meafures  he  might  take  to  advantage  him- 
felf,  or  to  make  his  Way  to  the  Road,  he 
was  relieved  in  this  Perplexity  by  one  of  thofe 
Obfervations  which  he  was  accuftomed  to 
lay  up  in  his  Mind  to  make  Ufe  of  upon  Oc- 
casion. He  remembred  to  have  heard  among; 
the  Mexicans,  that  the  whole  Fortune  of 
their  Battles  depended  upon  the  Standard 
Royal,  the  gaining  or  lofing  of  which  decided 
the  Fortune  of  the  Day  on  either  Side :  And 

0. 3  being 
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being  not  infenfible  into  what  Diforder  and 
Confufion  the  Enemy  was  always  put  by 
the  Charge  of  the  Cavalry,  he  took  a  Refo- 
lution  to  make  an  extraordinary  Effort  for  the 
gaining  of  the  Imperial  Standard,  which  he 
could  very  well  diftinguifh.  To  this  Effect 
he  called  for  the  Captains  Gonzalo  de  Sando- 
val, Tedro  de  Alvarado,  Chriftoval  de  Olid> 
and  Alonzo  cDarcila,  to  follow  and  fecure 
his  Rear,  together  with  the  reft  of  the  Horie 
which  generally  attended  him.  Having  en- 
couraged them  with  a  fhort  Harangue,  and 
given  the  neceflary  Inftructions  how  they 
Were  to  proceed,  he  advanced  with  little  more 
than  half  Speed,  and  attacked  on  that  Part 
which  appeared  weakeft,  and  leaft  diftant  from 
the  Centre.  The  Indians  gave  back,  dread- 
ing, as  they  always  did,  the  Shock  of  the 
Cavalry;  and  before  they  could  recover  them- 
felves  to  make  a  fecond  Motion,  the  Spaniards. 
threw  themielves  upon  the  confufed  and  dis- 
ordered Multitude  with  fuch  Vigour,  and  in 
iiich  good  Order,  that  breaking  and  treading 
under  Foot  whole  Battalions,  they,  without 
much  Oppofition,  arrived  at  the  Place  where 
the  Imperial  Standard  was  defended  by  the 
Band  of  Nobles  who  were  appointed  for  its 
Guard  :  And  while  the  Captains  were  di- 
fpcrfing  that  numerous  Guard,  Cortes  fpurred 
on  his  Horfc,  and  clofed  with  the  Captain- 
General  of  the  Mexicans,  who,  at  the  firft 
Stroke  of  his  Lance,  fell,  being  dangerouily 
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wounded,  on  the  other  Side  of  his  Litter : 
He  was  foon  forfaken  by  his  Guard,  and  left 
almoft  alone,  when  Juan  de  Salamanca,  a 
private  Gentleman,  leaped  from  his  Horfe, 
put  an  End  to  the  little  Life  he  had  left,  and 
feizing  the  Standard,  gave  it  into  the  Hands 
of  Cortes.  This  Juan  de  Salamanca  was  a 
Perfon  of  fome  Diftin&ion  in  the  Army,  and 
for  having,  upon  that  Occafion,  done  his  Ge- 
neral fuch  a  Piece  of  Service,  the  Emperor 
conferred  fome  Favours  upon  him,  giving 
him  for  the  Creft  of  his  Arms  the  Plume  of 
Feathers  which  crowned  the  Mexican  Stan- 
dard. 

Scarce  did  thefe  Barbarians  behold  the 
Imperial  Standard  in  the  Power  of  the  Spani- 
ards, when  they  (truck  all  the  reft  of  their 
Colours :  and  throwing  down  their  Arms,  they 
betook  themfelves  to  a  precipitate  Flight, 
feeking  for  Shelter  in  the  adjacent  Woods 
and  Fields  ofMaiz.  The  neighbouring  Moun- 
tains were  all  covered  with  the  terrify 'd  Rem- 
nants of  the  Mexican  Army  5  and  in  a  few 
Moments  the  Field  of  Battle  remained  to  the 
victorious  Spaniards,  who  purfued  their  Vic- 
tory with  all  the  Rigour  of  War,  and  made 
a  moft  terrible  Deftru&ion  of  the  Fugitives. 
It  was  abfolutely  neceiTary  to  ruin  and  difperfe 
them,  that  they  might  not  return  to  unite 
again :  Anger  and  Refentment  urged  what 
Conveniency  diftated.  On  our  Side  fome 
were  wounded,   of  which  Number  Two  or 
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Three  Spaniards  died  at  Tlafcala\  and  Cortes 
himfelf  received  a  Blow  on  his  Head  with  a 
Stone,  fa  violent  that  it  battered  his  Head- 
piece, and  made  a  fmall  Fraction  in  his  Skull; 
but  the  Hurt  done  by  the  Contufion  was  ftill 
greater.  The  Spoil  was  given  to  the  Soldiers, 
which  was  very  confiderable  5  for  the  Mexi- 
cans came  provided  with  coftly  Jewels  and 
Ornaments,  as  to  an  allured  Triumph.  The 
Hiftory  fays,  That  Twenty  thoufand  Indians 
loft  their  Lives  in  this  Battle.  Matters,  upon 
iiich  Occafions,  are  generally  ftretched;  but 
whoever  will  believe  that  the  routed  Army 
confilied  of  above  Two  hundred  Thoufand 
Men,  will  find  lefs  Improbability  in  the 
Greatnefs  of  the  former  Number.  All 
Writers,  as  well  Strangers  as  thofe  of  our 
own  Nation,  relate  this  Victory  as  one  of 
the  created  that  was  obtained  in  the  Two 
Americas.  And  if  it  were  certain,  St.  James 
the  Apoftle  fought  vifibly  for  the  Spaniards 
as  fome  Prifoners  affirmed,  the  Slaughter  of 
thofe  People  would  appear  more  credible, 
or  lefs  furprizing,  although,  in  Truth,  it  was 
not  neceffary  to  have  Recourfe  to  a  vifible 
Miracle,  where  there  appeared  fo  many 
Evidences  of  the  immediate  Hand  of  God; 
to  whofe  Power  the  Succeffes  of  Armies 
ought  ever  to  be  attributed,  with  efpeci^ 
Confideration,  fince  He  has  proclaimed  him- 
felf to  be  the  Lord  of  Hofts;  that  Mortals 
may  be  fenfible  that  it  behoves  them  to  hope 
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for  Victory  at  his  Divine  Hands,  and  to 
acknowledge  it  to  be  only  at  his  Heayenly 
Difpofal,  withQUt  making  any  Account  of 
their  own  Strength,  tho'  ever  fo  great:  For 
fometimes  he  chaftifes  Injuftice  by  affifting 
the  lefs  powerful  5  neither  fhould  any  offer 
to  confide  in  the  Goodnefs  of  their  Caufe  > 
for  at  other  Times  he  correfts  thofe  whom 
he  moft  favours,  giving  the  Charge  of  the 
Stroke  to  an  impious  and  unworthy  Hand, 


The  End  of  the  Fourth  Book. 
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Bodies  of  Men  on  the  Tops  of  the  Mountains ' 
But  it  being  impoflible  that  Day  to  get  clear 
6i  the  Mexican  Confines,  and  withal  necef- 
fary  to  take  Care  of  the  Wounded,  they  pof- 
feffed  themfelvcs  of  fomc  Houfes,  where  they 
paffed  the  Night,  as  in  a  Place  of  no  great 
Security,  and  the  next  Day  they  found  I 
Roads  free  from  Enemies,  the  neighbouring 
Plains  fecuring  them  from  all  Danger  of  Am- 
bufcades:  However,  they  frill  perceiv'd  Signs 
of  their  being  in  an  Enemy's  Country,  by  the 
Cries  and  diftant  Menaces  of  the  Mexicans, 
who  after  that  manner  took  leave  of  thofe 
they  could  not  flop. 

A  little  after,  they  difcover'd  and  enter'd 
:the  Bounds  of  Tlafcala,  known  to  this  Day 
by  fome  Remains  of  that  famous  Wall,  which 
was  built  by  the  ancient  Inhabitants  to  defend 
the  Frontiers  of  their  Country,  joining  toge- 
ther the  Hills  that  border'd  it,  in  all  thofe  Places 
which  Nature  had  not  made  inacceffible.  The 
whole  Army  exprelVd  their  |oy  by  Acclama- 
tions, upon  their  entering  the  Territories  of 
this  Republick.  The  Tlafcalans  threw  them- 
felves  upon  their  Faces  to  kifs  the  Earth,  like 
difconfolate  Children  returned  to  the  Lap  of 
their  Mother.  The  Spaniards  made  their 
thankful  Acknowledgments  to  Heaven  for  this 
Repofe  after  fo  many  Fatigues,  and  they  all 
lay  down  near  a  Fountain,  whofe  Water  at  that 
Time  gain  d  the  Reputation  of  being  delicate 
and  wholefome,  from  the  Praifes  the  Sp. 
*rds  gave  it,    which  have  been  particularly 

men- 
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mention' d  by  feveral  Writers  5  whether  it  were 
that  their  violent  Third  made  it  feem  the  more 
refrefhing,  or  that  they  could  now  allay  it  in 
Peace  and  Security. 

In  this  Place  Hernan  Cortes  made  a  fhort 
Difcourfe,  telling  them  "  of  what  Importance 
?  it  was  to  preierve  the  Friendfhip  of  the 
cc  Tlafcalans,  by  their  Kindnefs  and  Civility ; 
id  that,  when  they  came  into  the  City, 
^c  they  fhould  look  upon  the  giving  Offence 
?  to  any  one  Inhabitant,  as  a  Matter  that 
<c  might  endanger  their  common  Safety. '* 
He  afterwards  reiblv'd  to  flop  by  the  Way  to 
gain  Intelligence,  and  difpofe  Matters  for  hi$ 
Entry  with  the  Knowledge  and  Pcrmiflion  of 
the  Senate;  and  accordingly,  at  Noon  he  halt- 
ed at  Gnalipar^  a  confiderable  Town  in  thofe 
Days.  The  Inhabitants  met  them  at  fome 
Diftance,  to  fnew  their  Good-will,  offering 
their  Houfes,  and  whatever  clfc  they  had  Oc- 
casion for,  with  fo  much  Refped  and  Sub- 
miillon,  that  the  moil  Jealous  acknowledged 
there  could  be  no  room  to  fufpecl  a  People 
of  Artifice,  who  gave  fiich  Proofs  of  their  Sin- 
cerity. Cortes  accepted  the  Invitation,  and 
quarter'd  his  Soldiers  with  all  the  Caution  that 
was  neceflary  to  be  perfectly^fccure. 

His  firft  Care  after  this  was  to  fend  two 
Tlafcalans  with  an  Account  to  the  Senate  of 
his  Retreat  and  Succefs :  But  Fame  had  already 
carry 3d  the  News  of  his  Viclory  5  and  almoft 
at  the  fame  Time  came  his  great  Friend  Magij- 
catzirz.  the  blind  Xicotencal,  with  his  Son 

and 
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and  others,  to  vifit  him  on  the  part  of  the  Repub- 
lick.     Magifcatzin  advanced  before  the  reft, 
caning  himfelf  into  his  Arms,  and  then  flap- 
ping back,  that  he  might  bchoid  and  admire 
him,  as  one  that  fcarce  believ'd  he  had  the 
Happinefs  to  fee  him  alive.     The  blind  Xico- 
tencal,  guided  by  the  Sound,  made  his  Way 
with  his  Hands,  exprefllng  his  Affection  after 
a  more  tender  manner  5    for  having  inform'! 
himfelf  by  the  Touch,  he  fhew'd  his  Satisfac- 
tion by  a  Flood  of  Tears,  the  only  way  by 
which  his  Eyes  could  teftify  his  Joy.     The  reft 
came  after,  whilft  the  firft  went  to  congratu- 
late the  Captains  and  Soldiers  of  their  Ac- 
quaintance.    On  this  Occafion,  Xicotencal the 
Younger  diftinguifhed  himfelf,   by  appearing 
fomewhat  diffatisfy'd,  and  referv'd  in  his  Com- 
pliments 5  and  altfio'  it  was  attributed  at  that 
Time  to  the  Ruggednefs  of  a  military  Man,  it 
foon  appeared  that  he  preferv'd  in  his  Mind  the 
Diftruft  of  a  reconciled  Friend,  and  the  ungrate- 
ful Remembrance  of  having  been  conquer'd. 
Herna?i  Cortes  went  afide  with  the  Senators, 
and  found  in  their  Conversation  and  Behavi- 
our all  the  Delicacy  of  Manners,  which  could 
have  been  expe&ed  from  a  People  of  the  great- 
eft  Policenefs.     They  informed  him,  that  they 
had  already  got  together  their  Troops  to  fuc- 
cour  him  againft  the  common  Enemy,    and 
were  ready  to  march  with  Thirty   thoufand 
Men  to  fecure  his  Retreat.     They  exprefs'd  a 
great  Concern  for  his  Wounds,   looking  on 
them  as  fo  many  Sacrileges  committed  in  that 
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fcditious  War.     They  regretted  the  Death  of 
the  Spaniards,  and  particularly  of  Jtian  Ve- 
lafquez  de  Leon,  whom  they  loved,  as  being 
fenilble  of  his   good  Qualities.      They  con- 
demned  the  barbarous  Confpiracy  of  the  Mexi- 
cans-■>  and,  laftly,  offered  to  affift  him  in  his 
Revenge  with  all  their  Forces,  and  thofe  of 
their  Allies :  adding,  That  they  were  now  not 
only  Friends  of  the  Spaniards,  but  likewife 
Vaffals   of  their  King,    and  fo  were  doubly 
obliged  to  obey  his  Minifter's  Orders,  and  die 
by  his  Side.     And  after  this  manner  they  con- 
cluded   their  Difcourfe,    nicely  diftinguifhing 
betwixt  the  two  Obligations  of  Fricndfhip  and 
Vaffalage,  and  declaring  themfelves  bound  by 
Loyalty,  to  what  they  were  before  engaged  by 
Inclination.      Cortes   made    great    Acknow- 
ledgments for  their  Offers  5   and   by  all  that 
could  be  gather'd  from  their  Difcourfe,  they 
not  only  retain  d  their  Good-will  for  the  Spani- 
ards, but  had  improved  it  into  an  Efteem  :  For 
the  Lofs  they  fuftaiif  d  at  their  marching  out  of  - 
Mexico,  was  look'd  on  as  an  Accident  of  War, 
and   was   wholly  effaced  by  the  Victory  of 
Otumba,  which  was  admired  in  Tlafcala  as  a 
Prodigy  of  Valour,  and  the  chief  Glory  of  the 
Pvetreat.     They  propofed,  that  he  fhould  im- 
mediately go  to  the  City,  where  his  Quarters 
were  provided  5  neverthelcfs  they  readily  con- 
fented  to  allow  the  Spaniards  fome  Time  to 
refrefh  themfelves,  becaufe  they  were  defirous 
to  prepare  for  his  Entry,   which  they  deter- 
min'd  to  honour  with  publick  Solemnity,  and 
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to  celebrate  after  the  fame  manner  they  did 
the  Triumphs  of  their  own  Generals. 

The  Army  continue!  three  Days  in  Guali- 
par,  being  liberally  fupply'd  with  every  thing 
that  was  neceffary,  at  the  Charge  of  the  Rc- 
publick.     After  which,  the  Wounded  being 
fomewliat  recovered,  Cortes  gave  Notice  to  the 
City,  and  prepared  to  march.     The  Spaniards 
put  on  all  their  Finery  for  that  Day,  adorn- 
ing themfeives  with  the  Jewels  and  Plumes  of 
the  vanquifh'd  Mexicans 5  an  outward  Shew/ 
which  declar'd  the  Importance  of  the  Victory: 
For,  on  fome  Occafions,  Oftentation  gives  Cre- 
dit to  a  Caufc,  and  Modefty  is  unfeafonablc. 
The  Caziques  and  Minifters  of  State,  in  Form 
of  a  Senate,  clad  in  their  richeft  Robes,  and 
accompanied  by  a  numerous  Attendance  of 
.their  Relations,  came  out  to  receive  the  Army. 
The  Roads  were  cover'd  with  People,  the  Air 
was  fiird  with  Acclamations  of  popular  Ap- 
plaufe,  and  nothing  was  heard  but  the  Praifcs 
of  the  Vidors,  and  Reproaches  upon  the  Mexi- 
cans.    At  their  Entrance  into  the  City,  they 
were  entertained  with  the  Sounds  of  Kettle- 
Drums,  Flutes,  and  Winding-Horns,  diftributed 
into  different  Choirs,   which  alternately  fuc- 
cceded  each  other,  making  a  pacifick  Mufick 
with  their  warlike  Inftruments.     The  Troops 
being  conveniently  quarter'd,  Cortes  confent- 
cd,  after  much  Refinance,  to  lodge  with  Ma- 
gifeat zin-y  giving  way  to  his  earned  Intrea- 
ties,  that  he  might  not  difobligc  him.     And 
for  the  fameReafon,  Tedro  de  Alvarado  went 

with 
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with  old  Xicotencat?  but  altho'  the  reft  of  the 
Caziques  were  defirous  to  entertain  the  other 
Captains,  they  courteoufly  declined  it,  it  being 
improper  to  leave  the  Main  Guard  without  a 
fufficient  Number  of  Officers.  The  Spani- 
ards made  their  Entry  into  Tlafcala  in  the 
Month  of  July,  1520.  altho'  in  this  Point 
Writers  are  not  intirely  agreed :  But  I  fhall  re- 
ferve  my  Difcuffions  for  Matters  of  more  Con- 
fequence,  and  where  a  fmall  Variation  is  of 
great  Importance. 

The  fame  Evening  they  began  their  Feftival 
of  the  Triumph,  which  continued  for  fome 
Days,  the  Indians  all  employing  their  utmoft 
Addrcfs  to  divert  their  Guefts,  and  celebrate 
their  Victory,  without  excepting  the  Nobles, 
or  thofe  who  had  loft  Friends  and  Relations  in 
the  Engagement;1  whether  it  were  that  they 
defir'd  to  take  part  in  the  general  Joy,  or  that 
it  was  not  permitted  in  this  warlike  Nation  to 
eftecm  the  End  of  thofe  unfortunate,  who 
died  in  Battle.  They  gave  Challenges,  and 
Rewards  were  aflign'd  for  the  beft  Markfmen. 
They  contended  likewife  in  the  Excrcifes  of 
Leaping  and  Running;  the  Evenings  were 
fpent  in  the  Diverfion  of  Rope-Dancing ;  an 
Exercife  they  were  very  fond  of,  and  where 
the  Mind  of  the  Spectator  is  divided  betwixt 
Fear  and  Pleafure.  But  the  Shew  always  end- 
ed with  Balls,  and  certain  Dances  in  Mafque- 
rade;  the  Diverfion  of  the  Multitude,  whofe 
dilbrderly,  noify  Mirth  finifh'd  the  Demonftra- 
tions  of  their  Applaufc. 

The 
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The  Sincerity  and  good  Corrcfpondcnceof 
thefc  People  anfwcr'd  all  the  Hopes  of  Cortes. 
The  Nobles  were  friendly  and  refpc&ful,  and 
the  common  Tcople  paflionatcly  fond,   and 
fubmiflively  obedient.  Cortes  exprefs'd  a  grate- 
ful Senfe  of  their  Affection  for  him,  commend- 
|  cd  their  Diverfions,  careffing  fome,  and  ho- 
I.  nouring  others  with  equal  Confidence  and  Sa- 
L  tisfa&ion.     The  Captains  aflifted  him  in  the 
gaining  of  Friends  by  their  Courtcfy  and  Pre- 
Ifents;  and  even  the  mcaneft  Soldiers  endca- 
Ivour'd  to  make  themfelves  lov'd,  by  fharing 
[generoufly  with  the  Tlafcalans  the  Jewels, 
.  and  Spoils  they  had  brought  from  the  Battle. 
But  in  the  Spring-time  (as  I  may  fay)  of  this 
\  Felicity,  an  Accident  happened  which  gave  a 
Damp  to  all  their  Joy.    For  the  Wound  which 
\  Cortes  had  received  in  his  Head,  and  which 
was  ill  cured,  appeared  afrefh  with  bad  Sym- 
,  ptoms ;  and  the  over-much  Exercife  he  had 
:  us'd  on  thefe  Days  of  Rejoicing,  occafion'd  an 
Inflammation  in  his  Brain,  with  a  ftrong  Fe- 
ver, which  redue'd  him  to  fuch  a  Condition, 
that  his  Life  was  thought  to  be  in  Danger. 

The  Spaniards  look'd  on  this  unhappy  Ac- 
cident, as  what  threatned  no  lefs  than  the  Lofs 
:>f  their  Lives  and  Fortunes  $  but  the  Concern 
af  the  Indians  was  more  remarkable,  as  being 
cfs  expected  ;  for  they  no  fooncr  heard  of  his 
Ilnefs,  but  laying  afide  all  their  Mirth,  they 
ell  into  the  other  Extreme  of  an  inconfolable 
jricf.  The  Nobles,  fulj  of  Anxiety  and  Sor- 
o\v,  were  continually  enquiring  after  the  TeuU% 
Vol.  II.  R  a 
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a  Name  which  we  have  before  obfeiVd  they  ; 
gave  to  their  Demigods,    or  almoft  Deities. 
The  common  People  came  in  Troops  to  be-  \ 
wail  his  Lofs,   fo   that  the  Spaniards   were  » 
obliged  to  deceive  them  with  the  Hopes  of  his  ; 
mending,  in  order  to  keep  them  at  a  Diftance, 
that  they  might  not  difturb  Cortes  with  their 
Cries  and  Lamentations.     The  Senate  fent  for 
all  the  befl  Phyficians  of  their  Country,  whofe 
Skill  confifled  in  the  Knowledge  and  Choice 
of  Medicinal  Herbs,  which  they  apply'd  with  I 
a  wonderful  Difcernment  of  their  Virtues  and  | 
Effefts,    varying  the  Medicine   according  toi 
the  Condition  and  different  Turns  of  the  Dif-  | 
temper  5    and  to  them  he  was  entirely  be-  j 
holden  for  his  Cure  :  For  making  ufe  at  firft  of! 
wholefome  cooling  Simples,   to  corred  the 
Inflammation,  and  mitigate  the  Pain,  which, 
occafion  d  the  Fever,  they  proceeded,  by  de-  j 
grces,  to  apply  others  proper  to  ripen  and  heal! 
the  Wound,   with  fo  much  Skill  and  goodj 
Fortune,  that,   in  a  little  time,  they  reftor'dj 
him  to  his  perfect  Health. 

Let  the  rational  Phyfician  laugh  at  Empi-j 
ricks ;  'tis  certain,  however,  that  the  firft  Know- j 
ledge  of  Phyfick  was  from  Experience:  and 
in  a  Country  entirely  unacquainted  with  Na- 
tural Philofophy,  which  fearches  out  Caufes; 
by  Effefts,  it  was  no  fmall  Matter  to  find  fo 
great  a  Progrefs  made  in  the  Knowledge  of 
Nature.  The  News  of  his  Recovery  was  cele- 
brated with  frefh  Rejoicings,  and  Her  nan 
Cortes  had  further  Experience  of  the  Affec- 
tions 
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tions  of  the  Tlafcalans :  And  his  Head  being 
now  at  liberty  for  Thought,  he  refom'd  his 
high  Defigns,  forming  new  Plans  to  avoid  the 
Inconveniencies,  and  remove  the  Difficulties 
which  attended  his  Undertaking  5  an  inward 
War  of  Objections  and  Solutions,  the  End  of 
which  was  to  reconcile  Prudence  with  Magna- 
nimity. 


CHAP.    II. 

An  Account  comes  that  the  ^Province  of 
Tepcaca  had  taken  up  Arms.  Embajfa- 
dors  arrive  at  Tlafcala  from  Mexico.  A 
Con/piracy,  carried  on  by  Xicotencal  the 
Tounger,  againft  the  Spaniards,  is   difco- 

\    roered. 

HERN  AN  CORTES  was  in  Pain  to 
know  the  Condition  of  Affairs  at  Vera 
Cruz,  the  Prefervation  of  that  Place  being  the 
principal  Bafis  and  Foundation  of  his  new  Pro- 
jects. He  wrote  immediately  to  Rodrigo  Ran- 
gel,  whom  he  had  appointed  Lieutenant  in 
that  Government,  under  Gonzalo  de  Sando- 
val}  and  quickly  received  an  Anfwer  by  the 
extraordinary  Diligence  of  the  Couriers  of  that 
Country,  importing,  That  nothing  new  had 
happen  d  either  in  the  Garifon,  or  on  the  Coaft, 
to  give  him  any  Concern :  That  Narvaez  and 
Salvatierra  were  in  fafc  Cuftody ;  and  that  the 
Soldiers  were  pleas'd,  and  kindly  treated :  the 
R  2  Zem* 
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Zempoalans,  Jotonaqnes,  and  other  Confe- 
derate Nations,  adhering,  with  great  Fidelity 
and  Friendfhip,  to  the  Terms  of  their  Al- 
liance. 

Bur  at  the  fame  time  he  acquainted  him, 
that  the  Corporal  and  eight  Soldiers,  who 
went  to  Tlafcala  for  the  'Gold  belonging  to 
the  Garifon,  were  not  returned  5  and  that  if 
the  Report,  current  among  the  Indians,  was 
true,  of  their  having  been  murder'd  in  the 
Province  of  Tepeaca,  it  was  to  be  fear'd,  that 
the  wounded  Soldiers  of  Narvaez,  who  re- 
mained behind  in  Zempoala,  had  met  with 
the  fame  Fate;  for  as  faft  as  they  recovered, 
they  marched  away  in  little  Troops,  being 
extremely  defirous  to  arrive  at  Mexico,  which 
they  confider'd  as  the  Centre  of  all  their 
Wealth  and  Profperity. 

This  Misfortune  much  afflifted  Cortes,  bc- 
caufe  he  had  reckoned  upon  the  Reinforcement 
of  thofe  Soldiers,  whofe  Number,  according 
to  Antonia  de  Herrera,  amounted  to  above  i 
fifty  5  and  allowing  it  lefs,  as  Bernal  'Diaz 
del  Caftillo  writes,  yet  was  the  Lofs  very  great 
upon  this  Occafion,  and  in  a  Country  where 
one  Spaniard  was  of  more  Value  than  a  thou- 
fand  Indians.  Upon  this,  Cortes  enquir'd 
among  his  Tlafcalan  Friends,  who  confirmed 
the  Report  of  Range I ;  and  faid,  They  had 
concealed  it  from  him,  left  fitch  bad  News 
might  have  been  a  Hindrance  to  his  Recovery. 

It  is  moft  certain,  that  the  eight  Soldiers 
who  went  from  Vera-Cruz,  arriv'd  at  T/af 

cala, 
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calay  and  left  again  that  Place,   in  order  to 
1  return   with  their  Share  of  the  Gold,    at  a 
time  when  they  began  to  fufpeft  the  Fidelity 
of  the  Province  of  Tepeaca?    which,    with 
feveral   others,    had    fubmitted   in   the   firft 
March   to  Mexico;  and   that    both   the  one 
and  the   other  Party  had  been  mafTacrcd  by 
the  People  of  that  Province,  appeared  after- 
:  wards  very  evidently,  by  their  calling  in  the 
Mexican  Troops   to  fupport  their  Treafon$ 
1  which  made  it  abfolutely  neceflary  to  fubdue 
j:i  thofe   Rebels,   and   drive  the  Enemy   to    a 
;:  greater  Diftancc,     Nor  did  this  Defign  admit 
it  of  any  Delay,   becauie  the  Situation  of  that 
5  Province  cut  off  the  Communication  between 
fl  Mexico  and  Vera-Craz  s  and  it  was  neceflary 
to  open  that  Paflage,  before  they  could  under- 
1  take  any  thing  of  Importance :  Neverthel  efs 
Hernan   Cortes  deferred  to  ask  of  the   Re- 
publick  the  Affiftance  of  their  Forces  5  be- 
caufe  he  was  informed  at  the  fame  time,  that 
the  Tepeacans  had   fome  Days  before  made 
an   Inroad    into  the    Country   of  Tlafcalay 
plundering,  and  deftroying  fome  Settlements 
on  the  Frontiers  ;  and  he  made  no  Queftion, 
;but  the  Tlafcalans  would  apply  themfelvcs 
to  him,  as  it  fhortly  after  happened :  For  the 
Senate  came  to  a  Refolution  to  chaftife  the 
Infolence  of  that  Nation,  and  to  endeavour 
intcrefting  the  Spaniards  in  the  War,  as  equally 
exafperated  and  injured  by  the  Death  of  their 
Companions.     The  Affair  took  the  Turn  that. 
Cortes  wifh'd  5  and  he  fo  managed  Matters  as 
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and  Silver,  fine  Cotton  Cloths,  Plumes,  and 
other  Curiofities,  with  fevcral  Loads  of  Salt, 
a  Merchandize  very  much  priz'd  and  coveted 
in  thofe  Parts.  The  Ambaffadors  carried  the 
Enfigns  of  Peace  in  their  Hands,  and  were 
richly  adorn'd  with  Jewels,  and  accompany'd 
by  a  numerous  Train  of  Friends  and  Servants  5 
wherein  they  imagined,  that  they  difplay'd  the 
Grandeur  of  their  Prince  :  And  (bmetimes  in- 
deed, a  vain  Oftcntation  of  Power  is  of  Ufe 
in  an  EmbalTy  ;  and  by  dazling  or  diverting 
the  Eye,  makes  it  eafier  to  impofe  on  the  Ear. 
The  Senate  receiv'd  them  at  their  Tribunal, 
and  were  neither  deficient  nor  exceflivc  in 
point  of  Ceremony;  being  jealous  of  the 
Rights  belonging  to  their  Sovereignty,  and 
but  ill  concealing  their  Difguft,  under  the  Ap- 
pearance of  Civility. 

After  naming  the  Emperor  of  Mexico, 
with  Ceremonies  of  profound  SubmiiTion, 
the  Ambaffadors  made  "  an  Offer  of  Peace, 
r  and  perpetual  Alliance,  between  the  two 
"  Nations,  Freedom  of  Commerce,  and  Com- 
f  munity  of  Intercfts,  on  Condition  they 
"  would  immediately  make  War  upon  the 
r  Spaniards  5  and,  taking  Advantage  of  their 
"  Security,  deftroy  them  at  once."  But  they 
could  not  proceed  in  their  Difcourfe,  being 
interrupted  firft  by  a  confus'd  Murmur,  occa- 
fion'd  by  the  Senate's  disapproving  what  they 
faid  y  and  afterwards  by  a  greater  Noife,  their 
Difpleafure  breaking  out  into  difordcrly  and 
inconfidcratc  Expreilions. 

R  4  But 
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But  one  of  the  ancient  Senators  reprefented 
to    them  the   Indecency   of  this  Procedure, 
contrary  to  Cuftom  and  Reafon  i  and  obtain  d, 
that   the   Ambafladors  fhould   retire  to  their 
Lodging,  and  there  exped  the  Reiblution  of 
the  Republick :  Which  being  done,  they  con- 
ferred among  thcmfelves,  and  without  flaying 
to  put  it  to  the  Vote,  they  all  agreed  in  what 
fome  had  already  declar'd  throJ  Inadvertency, 
though  they  foftend  the  Expreflions  of  their 
Refufal,  and   Anger    gave    way  to   Civility. 
They  concluded  to  fend  three  or  four  De- 
puties with  the  Senate's  Anfwer  to  the  Am- 
bafladors 5    which    contain  d    in     Subftance, 
iC  That  the  Republick  would  admit  the  Peace 
<c  with  all  pollible  Refpeft,  provided  the  Con- 
cc  ditions  were  reafonable,  and  confiftent  with 
<c  the  Intereft  and  Honour  of  both  Nations : 
"  But  that  the  Tlafcalans  were  religious  Ob- 
€C  fcrvers  of  the    Laws  of   Hofpitality,   and 
'c  were  not  us'd  to  betray  thofe  who  confided 
11  in  them;  that  they  valued  themfelves  upon 
<c  accounting  that  impollible  which  was  un- 
"  lawful,  and  upon  fpeaking  the  Truth  without 
u  Difguife  5    not    underftanding   the  Ufe    of 
u  falfe  Pretences,  or  how  to  palliate  Treafon 
tc  by  giving  it  fome  other  Name."    But  the 
Ambafladors    did    not  ftay   long   enough  to 
receive  this  Anfwer  $  for,  finding  their  Pro- 
pofition  fo  ill  received,  they  immediately  made 
off;  and  the  Hafte  and  Fear  wherewith  they 
retired,   were  equal  to  the  Gravity  of  their 
Entry:  Arid  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  flop 

them ; 
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them  5  for  it  being  reported  in  Tlafcala,  that 
they  came  to  folicit  a  War  againft  the  Spa- 
niardsy  there  was  Rcafon  to  apprehend  fomc 
popular  Inlurrettion,  which  might  break  thro* 
the  Privileges  of  AmbafTadors,  and  the  Refpeft 
due  to  the  Senate. 

Though  this  Dcfign  of  the  Mexicans  was 
defeated,  to  the  great  Satisfaction  of  the  Spa- 
niards, it  was  attended  with  an  Inconveniency, 
which  created  a  farther  Uneafinefs :    For  Xi- 
cotencal  the  younger,  concealed  his  Opinion 
in  the  Senate,  voting  with  the  reft,  either  be- 
caufc  he  was  afraid  of  the  Difpleafure  of  fome 
of  his  Friends,  or  out  of  Refpeft  to  his  Father; 
neverthclcfs  this  Embaflfy  gave  him  a  Handle, 
to  fcatter  among  his  Friends  and  Followers, 
the   Poifon  which    abounded   in   his  Heart, 
making  ufe  of  this   Peace  propos'd  by  the 
Mexicans  5  not  that  it  was  his  Inclination,  or 
Jntereft,  but  to  cover  the  Scandal  of  his  Envy 
and   evil  Defigns,  with  a  fpecious  Pretence. 
The  Mexican   Emperor,   faid    he,   whofe 
formidable  Power  obliges  us  always  to  be 
in  Arms,  engaged  in  the  perpetual  Misfortune 
of  a  defenfive  War,  offers  us  his  Fricndfhip, 
without    any    other  Condition,   than    the 
Death  of  the  Spaniards*,  in  which  he  only 
propofes,  what  we  ought  to  execute  ourfelves 
for  our  own  Intereft  and  Prefervation :  For 
tho*  we  fhould  forgive  thefe  Strangers  their 
Intention  to  deftroy  our  Religion,  can  it  be 
deny'd,  that  they  endeavour  to  change  our 
very  Laws  and  Form  of  Government,  by 
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converting  into  a  Monarchy  this  venerable 
Republick  of  the  Tlafcalans ;  and  reducing 
us  under  the  deteftable  Dominion  of  an 
Emperor  5  a  Yoke  fo  heavy  and  oppreflive, 
that  it  grieves  us  to  fee  it,  even  upon  the 
"  Necks  of  our  Enemies:"  He  wanted  no 
Eloquence  to  fet  off  his  Opinion,  nor  Refo- 
lution  to  execute  his  Defigns :  And  though 
fome  of  his  Friends  endeavoured  to  diffuade 
hinj  from  entertaining  fuch  Thoughts  $  yet,  as 
he  had  the  Reputation  of  a  good  Soldier,  it 
was  very  much  to  be  fear'd,  that  he  wou  d 
engage  a  formidable  Party  in  a  Country  where 
Courage  was  efteenVd  a  Mark  of  Reafon:  But 
their  Love  of  the  Spaniards  was  fo  fixed  in 
their  Hearts,  that  he  gain'd  but  few,  and  the 
Matter  was  difcover'd  to  the  Magiftrates.  It 
was  debated  in  the  Senate  with  all  the  Se- 
rioufnefs  that  an  Affair  of  fo  much  Importance 
required  5  and  Xicotencal>  the  Father ,  was 
fummon'd  to  the  Conference,  nor  did  the 
Delinquent's  near  Relation  to  him,  make  them 
in  the  lead  fufpecl  his  Conftancy,  or  his 
Juftice. 

They  all  condemn'd  him  as  a  feditious 
Perfon,  who  endeavoured  to  difturb  the  pub- 
lick  Peace,  difgrace  the  Refolutions  of  the 
Senate,  and  deftroy  the  Credit  of  his  Nation. 
Some  were  inclined  to  punifh  his  Crime  with 
Death ;  and  his  Father  was  one  of  thofe  who 
molt  ftrenuoufly  promoted  that  Sentence,  con- 
demning the  Treafon  of  his  Son,  like  an  un- 
biaiVd  Judge,  and  true  Father  of  his  Country. 

Thb. 
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The  honourable  Conftancy  of  this  blind 
old  Man,  fo  wrought   on  the  Minds  of  the 
Senators,   that  out    of  regard   to    him,  they 
mitigated  the  Rigour  of  the   Sentence,  and 
concluded  on  a  milder  Punifhmcnt;  for  they 
order'd  him  to  be  brought   Prifoner  to   the 
Senate,  and  after  reprimanding  his  Infolence 
with  the  utmoft  Severity,  they  took  from  him 
the  General's  Staff,    and  deprived  him  of  his 
Command  in  the  Army,    and  all  Privileges 
belonging  to  it,  by  the  Ceremony  of  flinging 
him  down  the  Stairs  of  the  Tribunal.     The 
Ignominy   of  this  Degradation  obliged  him, 
in  few  Days,  to  apply  himfelf,  with  all  the 
Demonftrations  of  a  true  Reconciliation,  to 
Cortes,  at  whofc  Interceffion  he  was  rcftor'd 
to  his  Honours,  and  the  Favour  of  his  Father ; 
tho',  after  fome  little  time,  the  Root  of  his 
wicked  Intentions  began  to  lprout  out  a  fecond 
time  in  frelh  Diforders,   which  coft  him  his 
Life;  as   we  fhall  fee  in  the  proper  Place. 
Each  of  thefe  Accidents  might  have  producd 
fatal  Confequences,  but  the  Perfidy  of  Xico- 
tencal  did  not  come  to   the  Knowledge  of 
Cortes,  till  the  bad  Effc&s  of  it  were  pre- 
vented, and  the  Crime  punifh'd ;   and  the  ill 
Succefs  of  the  Mexican  Ambaffadors,   gave 
Satisfaction  to  the  mod  diftruftful :  Both  Ad- 
ventures affording  new  Proofs  of  the  Fidelity 
of  the  Tlafcalans  i  which  in  a  People  fo  little 
civilized,  and  when  the  Spaniards  were  at  that 
Pittance  from  all  human  Means  to  fupport 

themfclves. 
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themfelves,  may  pafs  for  a  Miracle  ;  at  leaft  it 
was  then  looked  upon  as  an  Effect  which  could 
not  be  accounted  for  by  inferior  Caufes. 


CHAP.     III. 

Cortes  marches  into  the  'Province  of  Te- 

peaca,  where  he  defeats  the  Rebels ;  who, 

fupported  by  the  Mexicans,  offer  d  Battle 

to  the  Spaniards :   He,  afterwards,   takes 

.  their  City,  which  he  fortifies,   and  calls 

by  the  Name  of  Segura  de  la  Frontera. 

WHILST  young  Xicotencal  was,  with 
great    Satisfaction ,    affembling    the 
Troops  of  the  Republick,   for  the  War   of 
Tepeaca,   and  endeavouring,   by  his  extraor- 
dinary Diligence,  to  blot  out  the  Remembrance 
of  his  Treachery,  Cortes  was  employ 'd  in  con- 
vincing his  own  People,  of  the  Neceffity  they 
lay  under  of  chaftizing  the  Indians  of  Tepeaca ; 
reprefenting  to  them,  the  Rebellion  of  thofe 
Traytors,  and  the  Death  of  fo   many  Spa- 
niards  ;  with  what  other  Motives  could  incite 
them  to  Compaffion  and  Revenge.     But  they 
did  not  all  agree  in  the  Neceffity  of  this  Ex- 
pedition, and  more  efpecially,  the  Troops  of 
Narvaez,  very  ftrcnuoufly  oppos'd  it  :    The 
Remembrance  of   their  pad   Fatigues,   made 
them  ardently   defire  Repofe,    and  figh  after 
their  Pofleffions  in  the  I£le  of  Cuba,  exclaim- 
ing 
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ing  againft  the  War  as  unprofitable,  and  in- 
fifting  upon  the  Return  of  the  Army  to  Vera- 
Cruz,  in  order  to  folicit  Reinforcements  from 
Santo  Domingo  and  Jamaica,  and  reliime 
their  Enterprize  with  lefs  Danger;  not  that 
they  had  any  fuch  Defign  in  Reality,  but  de- 
fired  only  to  get  nearer  to  the  Sea,  where  they 
imagin'd  their  Clamours  and  Difobedience 
would  be  better  fupported  5  and  they  carried 
their  Boldnefs  fo  far,  as  to  give  the  General  a 
Protcftation  in  Form,  containing  Motives 
rather  infolcntthan  fubftantial,  and  where  the 
Pretence  of  the  publick  Good,  and  the  Service 
of  the  King,  ferv'd  as  a  Cover  to  their  Fear 
and  Bafenefs. 

Cortes  was  the  more  fenfibly  conccrn'd 
at  their  Infolcnce,  as  happening  at  a  time 
when  his  Enemies  at  Tepeaca  had  pofleiled 
themfelves  of  the  Road  to  Vera-Cruz,  which 
it  was  impofiible  to  pafs,  without  making  that 
War,  which  the  Mutineers  rcfufed.  He  or- 
dered them  to  be  aflemblcd,  and  flood  in  Need 
of  all  his  Moderation,  to  keep  within  Bounds 
upon  this  Occafion.  It  is  difficult  for  a  Man 
of  a  generous  Spirit  to  diflemble  a  perfonal 
Injury  5  but  where  Reafon  itfelf  is  outraged 
by  Caprice  or  Brutality,  it  is  the  utmofl:  Trial 
of  Patience  in  a  Man  of  Senfe. 

He  thanked  them,  as  well  as  he  could,  for 
die  Care  they  took  of  the  Prciervation  of  the 
Army,  and  without  lofing  time,  with  laying 
before  them  the  Rcafons  which  obliged  them 
not  to  fail  in  their  Engagements  to  the  Tlaf- 

calans, 
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calans,  hazarding  the  Lofs  of  their  Friendfhip, 
and  leaving  the  Treafon  of  the  Tepeacans  un- 
punilh'd ;  he  made  ufe  of  Motives,  propor- 
tioned to  the  Capacities  of  Men,  who  were 
not  to  be  affected  by  thofe  which  were  more 
convincing;  and  only  told  them,  "  That  as 
"  the  Enemy  had  feiz'd  the  Paffes  of  the 
"  Mountains,  they  could  not  avoid  engaging 
"  with  them  before  they  recover'd  the  Plain  : 
cc  That  to  go  alone  upon  this  Expedition, 
"  would  be  the  Lofs  of  the  Army,  or  at  kaft, 
"  would  hazard  it  without  any  manner  of 
".Reafon:  That  there  was  no  demanding 
"  Succour  from  the  T/afcalans,  nor  would 
u  they  give  any  to  make  good  a  Retreat  un- 
"  dertaken  contrary  to  their  Inclination;  but, 
"  promifing  them,  upon  his  Word  of  Ho- 
ic  nour,  that  after  the  rebellious  Province  was 
"  fubdued,  and  the  Paffage  of  the  Road  open 
u  (in  order  to  which,  the  Pvepublick  would 
cc  aflift  with  all  their  Forces)  all,  who  were 
<c  not  willing  to  follow  his  Fortune,  fhould 
cc  have  free  Liberty  to  depart."  Thus  he  in- 
duced them  to  ferve  in  this  War,  by  letting 
them  know,  they  were  not  in  a  Condition 
to  form  any  other  Defigns :  Upon  this,  he  im- 
mediately gave  Orders  for  the  Expedition  of 
Tepeaca,  and,  for  the  prefent,  quieted  'the 
Mutineers. 

Cortes  drew  out  eight  Thoufand  choice 
Tlafcalans,  divided  into  Troops  according  to 
their  Cuftom,  commanded  by  Captains,    of 
whofc  Valour  he  had  made  Proof  in  his  En- 
gagements 
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gagements  with  the  Mexicans,  and  left  to  his 
new  Friend,  Xicotencal,  the  Care  of  bringing 
up  the  reft  of  the  Tlafcalan  Forces.     After 
having  drawn  up  his  Men,  he  number'd  four 
hundred  and  twenty  Spaniards,  including  the 
Officers,  and  feventeen  Horfe.     The  Foot,  for 
the  mod  part,  were  arm'd  with  Pikes,  Swords, 
and  Targets,    fome  Crofs-Bows,   and  a   few 
Fire-Arms;  for  the  want  of  Powder  obliged 
them   to    leave   the  reft  with  Magifcatzin. 
The  Army  marched  with  the  Acclamations 
of  the  People  ;  the  Tlafcalan  Soldiers  fhewed 
a  Chearfulnefs  which  prefaged  Victory,  and 
were  all  infpir'd  with  the  Defire  of  Revenge. 
They    halted  that  Day  in  a  Village   of  the 
Enemy's,  three  Leagues  from  Tlafcala,  and 
five  from  Tepeaca,  the  capital  Town,  which 
gave  the  Name  to  the  Province.     On  the  firft 
Sight  of  the  Army,   the  Inhabitants   of  the 
Village  fled,  and  the  advanced  Guard  could 
only  take  fix  or  feven  Peafants,  who  met  with 
good  Treatment  that  Night  among  the  Spa- 
niards, much  againft  the  Will  of  the  Tlaf- 
calans,  who  would  have  given  them  a  different 
Entertainment.     In  the  Morning  the  General 
ordered  them  to  be  brought  before  him,  and 
encouraging  them  by  fome  Prefents,  fct  them 
at  Liberty,  ordering  them,  for  the  Good  of 
their  Country,  to  acquaint  the  Caziqucs  and 
principal    Men    of  Tepeaca,    That  he    was 
come  with  an  Army  to  revenge  the  "Death 
of  thofe  Spaniards,    whom  they  had  Jo  trea- 
cheroujly  killed »   as   hkewife  their   Revo It \ 

contrary 
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coyitrary  to  the  Obedience  they  had  /worn  to 
the  King :  but  that,  nevertheless,  if  they 
would  take  up  Arms  againfi  the  Mexicans,  in 
which  they  Jlould  be  ajjijled  both  by  the  Spa- 
niards and  Tlafcalans,  he  would  grant  a  ge- 
neral Tardon,  and  receive  them  into  his 
Friendship,  freeing  them  from  the  Misfor- 
tunes of  a  War  which  jujlly  threaten  d  them, 
and  in  which  he  jhould  be  obliged  to  treat 
them  with  the  utmoft  Rigour. 

The  Indians  departed  with  this  Mortage, 
and  fome  friendly  Affurances  which  Marina 
and  Aguilar  gave  them,  encouraging  them  to 
return  without  any   Fear,  tho'  the  Propofals 
of  Peace  fhould  be  rejected;  and  accordingly 
they  return'd  the  next  Day  accompanied  by 
two  Mexicans,  who  came  in  the  Nature  of 
Spies,  left  the  Tepeacans   fhould    make  any 
Alteration  in  the  Exprefllons  of  their  Refufal, 
which  was  rude  and  infolent,  viz.  u  That 
"  they  did  not  defire  Peace,  and  would  not 
"  long  delay  to  take  the  Field  in  Search  of 
"  their  Enemies,   whom   they    would  carry 
"  bound  to  the  Altars  of  their  Gods."     To 
which  they  added  other  injurious  Terms  and 
Threats,  as  People  who  depended  upon  the 
Numbers  of  their  Troops.     But  Cortes,  not 
fatisfied  with  this  Anfwer,  made  them  a  fecond 
Offer  for  his  greater  Juftification  5  wherein  he 
protefted,  "  That  if  they  did  not  accept  the 
u  Conditions  he  propofed,  he  would  deftroy 
"  them  with  Fire  and  Sword  as  Traytors  to 
"  his  King,  and  that  all  who  furviv'd,  fhould 

"  be 
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"  be  Slaves  to  the  Conquerors/'  This  the 
Interpreters  notified  to  the  Envoys,  and  alfo 
gave  them  a  Copy  of  the  fame  in  Writing  5 
not  that  they  could  read  it,  but  that  fo  fevere 
a  Mcflagc  committed  to  Paper,  might  redouble 
their  Fear :  For,  as  they  greatly  wondcr'd  at 
the  Myftcry  of  writing,  and  thought  it  alto- 
gether fupernatural  for  the  Spaniards  to  talk 
and  underftand  each  other  at  a  Diftance,  Cortes 
had  a  Mind  to  ftrike  the  Eye  with  that  which 
fo  much  furpriz'd  them,  and  to  give  them 
Terror  by  the  Way  of  Wonder.  But  this 
Artifice  fcrv'd  to  little  Purpofe  5  for  the  fecond 
Anfwer  was  more  infolent  than  the  firft,  and 
at  the  fame  time  came  an  Account,  that  the 
Enemy's  Army  was  marching  with  great  Di- 
ligence. Hernan  Cortes  rcfolv'd  to  meet 
them,  and  fo  foon  as  he  had  put  his  Men  in 
order,  began  his  March  without  flavins;  either 
to  inftrud  or  animate  them  ;  for  the  Spaniards 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  Indian  manner 
of  Fighting,  and  the  Tlafcalans  were  fo  dc- 
firous  to  engage,  that  the  greatcft  Difficulty 
was  to  hinder  them  from  falling  on. 

The  Enemy  lay  in  Ambufh  in  fome  Fields 
of  Maiz,  which  grows  very  thick  in  that  fertile 
Country,  and  might  haveturn'd  to  their  Advan* 
tage,  had  they  ufed  more  Precaution  5  but  their 
own  natural  Impatience  difcover'd  them  at  a  Di- 
ftance, and  the  Van-Guard  lent  the  General  an 
Account  of  it  fo  feafonably,  that  they  had  Time 
toprcpare,anddrew  near  the  Ambufcadc  in  good 
Order,  tho'  feemingly  after  a  carelefs  manner. 

Vol.  II.  S  Cortes 
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Cortes  found  it  necefiary  to  extend  his 
Batallions,  in  order  to  fecure  his  Rear,  after 
which  he  began  the  Engagement;   and  the 
Mexicans  7  who  were  placed  in  the  Van,  found 
themfelves  attacked  on  all  Sides  juft  as  they 
were  preparing  to  cut  off  their  Enemy's  Re- 1 
treat.     The  very  firft  Charge  put  them  intoi 
Confufion,  and  all  who  could  not  fave  them- 
felves by  Flight,  were  cut  to  pieces.     Cortes  I 
continued  advancing  in  good  Order,   and  as 
the  Arrows  and  miffive  Weapons  of  the  In-\ 
dians  loft  their  Eorce  among  the  Canes  ofj 
•  Maiz,  the  Spaniards  made  a  terrible  Slaughter 
with  their  Swords  and  Pikes.     The  Enemies 
rallied,  and  ftood  a  fecond  Attack  with  thej 
utmoft    Obftinacy  5    notwithftanding    which, 
Victory  quickly  declar'd  for  the  Spaniards  A 
for  the  Mexicans  gave  Way,  and  quitted  not! 
only  the  Field,  but  the  whole  Country,  feek- 
ins;  Refuse  among;  fome  others  of  their  Con- 
federates  5  the  Tepeacans  follow 'd  their  Ex-j 
ample,  retiring  in  the  fame  Diforder,  and  were! 
fo  intimidated,  that  the  very  fame  Night  they; 
fent  fome  Deputies,  and  offer'd  to  furrenderj 
their  City,  begging  Quarter,  and  abandoning 
themfelves  to  the  Difcretion  and  Clemency  of 
the  Conqueror. 

In  this  Engagement  the  Enemy  loft  the! 
greateft  Part  of  their  Troops,  Abundance  were! 
taken  Prifoners,  and  the  Booty  was  very  confi- 
derable.  The  Tlafcalans  behav'd  themfelves 
valiantly,  and,  what  was  more  extraordinary, 
were  fo  obfervant  of  Orders,  and  fo  much  bet- 

tCJ 
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tcr  difciplin'd  than  formerly,  that  they  only 
loft  two  or  three  Men.  The  Spaniards  loft 
one  Horfe,  and  were  fome  of  them  wounded, 
but  fo  flightly  that  they  did  not  quit  their  Poft : 
The  Day  following,  Cortes  march'd  into  the 
City,  and  both  the  Civil  and  Military  Officers,  - 
with  all  the  common  People,  prcfentcd  them- 
reives  before  him  without  Arms,  appearing 
like  Criminals,  and  acknowledging  their  Guilt 
both  by  their  Looks  and  Silence. 

When  they  drew  near,  they  humbled  them- 
fclves  before  him  with  their  Faces  to  the  very 
Ground,  and  Cortes  was  oblig'd  to  encourage 
them,  before  they  had  the  Boldnefs  to  lift  up 
their  Eyes.  He  order'd  his  Interpreters  to  pro- 
claim King  Charles  with  a  loud  Voice,  and  a 
general  Pardon  in  his  Name;  which  was  no 
fooncr  done,  than  the  Indians  laid  afide  their 
Fear,  and  both  by  Words  and  A&ions  declared 
their  Joy.  The  Tlafcalans  were  order'd  to 
quarter  without  the  Town,  as  having  been 
more  accuftom'd  to  treat  their  Enemies  ill,  than 
to  obey  Orders.  Hernan  Cortes  and  the  Spa- 
niards lodg'd  in  the  City  with  all  the  Caution 
that  was  neccflary,  till  they  were  fully  con- 
vine'd  of  the  Sincerity  of  the  Indians  ;  for  in 
reality  the  Mexicans  had  pufh'd  them  on  to 
murder  the  Spaniards,  and  afterwards  to  take 
up  Arms. 

The  People  of  Tepeaca  were  now  fo  mor- 
tify 'd  for  having  put  themfelvcs  a  fecond  time 
under  the  intolerable  Yoke  of  the  Mexicans, 
who,    tho'   they  came  as  Friends,    ufurp'd  a 

S  z  Pc\vcr 
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Power  over  their  Eftates,  their  Honours,  and 
their  very  Lives,  that  they  requefted  Cortes  to 
take  their  City  under  his  Protection  ;  of  which 
Opportunity  he  made  life,  to  build  a  Portrefs 
in  the  Place,  in  order  to  keep  them  in  Obedi- 
e ;   but  his  chief  View  was  to  fecure  the 
Paflage  to  VeraCruz,  for  which  this  Place  lay 
■  convenient,  and  being  naturally  ftrong, 
was  cafily  made  defensible  by  Art     They  drew 
a  Trench  round  the  City,  which  they  pa 
docd,  inclofing  thofe  Parts  of  the  Hill  wh 
it  was  of  eafieft  Acceis,  and  in  the  higheft  Part l 
t.\:\-   r.us'd  a  Work  of  ibme  Strength  like  a 
Cafl  lich  was  efteem'd  a  fufficient  Sc 

I  any  Accident  that  could  happen  hi 
the  Wars  of  that  Country.     The  Work 
fo  vigoroufly  ply'd  by  the  Inhabitants,  and  their  j 
;>,  that  they  put  it  in  a  Condition  of 
Dek  n :  Cortes  left  there  a  Ga- 

el 01  feme  Spailijb  Soldiers,  calling  it  Se- 
gura  de  la  Frontera  3  and  this  was  the  fecondi 
Settlement  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  Mexican 
Empire. 

But  firft,  that  they  might  be  the  lefs  em- 
baraiTed  in  this  Work,  they  fent  all  their  Pri- 
foners  tinder  a  ftrong  Guard  to  Tlafcala,  to 
be  fold  for  Slaves  5  a  Piece  of  Inhumai 
which  was  begun  in  the  Ifiands,  to  ftrike  a  Ter- 
ror into  the  rebel  Indians.  We  do  not  men- 
tion this,  as  if  its  having  been  practised  before 
were  any  Juftification  of  it ;  on  the  contrary, 
we  think  him  who  imitates  a  bad  Action,  as 

blame- 
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blameable  as  the  Man  who  firft  fct  the  Ex- 
ample. 

But  it  was  not  long  before  the  Emperor  put 
a  Stop  to  this  Abufc,  with  a  fevere  Reprimand, 
notwithftanding  it  was  reprefented  to  him  in  the 
moft  favourable  Light,  and  fupported  by  all  the 
Arguments  that  could  poflibly  be  urg'd,  to 
prove  Slavery  among  Chriftians  lawful.  It 
was  a  Point  which  occafion'd  long  Difputes, 
but  this  truly  religious  and  companionate 
Prince,  leaving  Controverfies  to  Divines,  or- 
dered the  Indians  to  be  fet  at  Liberty,  when- 
ever the  Law  of  Arms  would  permit  it  >  that 
in  the  mean  time,  they  fhould  be  treated  as 
Prifoners  of  War,  and  not  as  Slaves.  A  Re- 
folution  worthy  of  a  great  King,  wherein  he 
equally  difplay'd  his  Prudence  and  his  Piety  5 
for  as  it  would  not  have  confided  with  good 
Politicks  to  leffen  the  Number  of  his  Subje&s 
by  augmenting  that  of  his  Slaves,  fo  neither 
Would  it  become  the  C^tholick  Religion,  by- 
permitting  the  Ufe  of  Chains  and  Whips,  to 
difcrcdit  a  Caufe  fo  ftrongly  fupported  by 
Reafon, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    IV. 

Hernan  Cortes  fends  fever al  Captains  to  re- 
duce fome  rebellious  Towns.,  and  goes  him- 
felf  to   Guacachula   againjl  an  Army   of 
Mexicans  drawn  together  to  defend  their 
Frontiers. 

THE  Spaniards  had  not  long  taken  up 
their  Quarters  in  Tepeaca,  when  Xico- 
tencal  arrived  with  the  reft  of  his  Troops, 
which,  as  fome  fay,  increas'd  the  Auxiliary 
Army  of  the  Tlafcalans  to  Fifty  thoufand  Men. 
It  was  neceffary,  in  order  to  quiet  the  Minds 
of  the  Tepeacans^  who  were  jealous  of  fuch  a 
Neighbourhood,  to  give  the  Troops  Employ- 
ment 5  and  Hernan  Cortes,  knowing  that  three 
or  four  Places  of  that  Province,  iupported  by 
the  Mexicans,  held  out  againfl:  him,  fent  fe- 
veral  Captains,  attended  each  of  them  by 
twenty  or  thirty  Spaniards,  and  a  confider- 
able  Body  of  Tlafcalans,  with  Orders  to  en- 
deavour the  Reduction  of  the  Rebels  by  gentle 
Means,  and  if  thefe  prov'd  ineffe&ual,  to  cha- 
ftife  their  Obftinacy.  They  met  with  Refift- 
ance  from  all,  and  were  obliged  to  make  ufe 
of  Force,  but  compafs'd  their  Defign  without 
the  Lofs  of  a  Man,  and  the  Captains  returned 
vi&orious,  having  fubje&ed  the  rebel  Towns, 
and  overthrown  the  Mexicans,  who  being 
broken  and  terrified,  fled  to  the  other  Side  of 

the 
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the  Mountains.  The  Booty  they  gaind  in  the 
Chacc  of  their  Enemies,  and  in  the  fedkious 
Towns,  was  very  rich  and  abundant  in  all  kinds. 
The  Prifoncrs  exceeded  the  Number  of  the 
Conquerors  5  'tis  laid  they  made  above  Two 
thoufand  in  the  Town  of  Tecamachalco,  where 
the  Punifhmcnt  fell  heavy,  that  being  the  Place 
where  the  Spaniards  were  murder'd  5  and  now 
they  were  no  longer  call'd  Prifoncrs,  but  Cap- 
tives, till  being  expos'd  to  Sale,  they  loft  that 
Name,  and  were  delivered  over  into  Perfonal 
Slavery,  by  receiving  in  their  Faces  the  cruel 
Marks  of  a  miferable  Servitude. 

About  this  Time,  according  to  the  Ac- 
counts they  had  fome  little  while  after,  died 
the  Emperor  who  fuccecded  Motezuma,  who, 
as  we  have  faid,  was  called  Qtietlavaca,  Lord 
of  Iztapalapa*,  upon  which  the  Electors  af- 
fembled,  and  conferr'd  the  Inveftiturc  of  the 
Empire  on  Guatimoziny  Nephew  and  Son- 
in-law  to  Motezuma.  He  was  a  young  Man 
about  twenty-five  Years  old,  of  lb  much  Spirit 
and  Vigilance,  that,  contrary  to  the  manner  of 
his  Predeccffor,  he  intirely  gave  hiinfelf  up  to 
the  Care  of  the  Publick,  being  defirous  imme- 
diately to  fhew^the  Advantages  of  Government 
when  plac'd  in  proper  Hands.  FJe  knew  what 
the  Spaniards  were  doing  in  the  Province  of 
Tepeaca^  and  forefecing  the  Defigns  they  might 
form  when  afilfted  by  the  united  Forces  of  the 
TlafcalanS)  and  other  neighbouring  Provinces, 
he  began  to  have  thofe  rcafonable  Apprehen- 
sions which  arc  neccfiar:  to  prudent  Mdafures. 

S  4  He 
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He  made  thofe  Difpofitions  which  greatly 
recommended  the  Beginnings  of  his  Reign ; 
he  encourag'd  the  Soldiers  with  Rewards  and 
Privileges,    and  gain  d  the   Applaufe  of  the 
People,  by  freeing  them  from  all  Tributes  fo 
long  as  the  War  fhould  laft.     He  ingratiated 
himfelf  with  the  Nobility,  by  admitting  them 
into  his  Prefence,  and  by  moderating  that  Ex- 
cefs  of  Adoration  to  which  his  Predeceffors  En- 
deavoured to  raife  the  Refpecl  of  the  People. 
He  made  Pf  efents  to  the  Caziques  on  the  Fron- 
tiers, exhorting  them  to  Fidelity,  and  the  De- 
fence of  their  Governments ;   and  that  they 
might  not  have  Reafon  to  complain,  that  he  left 
the  whole  Load  of  the  War  upon  them,  he 
fent  an  Army  of  Thirty  thoufand  Men  for  their 
Support  and  Encouragement.     But  not  with-- 
{landing  thefe  Preparations  of  the  Mexican 
Emperor,  thofe  who  are  envious  of  the  Glory 
of  our  Nation,  are  fo  void  of  Shame,  as  to 
maintain  that  we  engaged  with  Brutes,  void  of 
Reafon,  who  only  affembled  to  give  way  to 
the  Wiles  and  Artifices,  rather  than  the  Cou- 
rage and  Conftancy  of  the  Spaniards. 

Cortes  received  an  Account  that  this 
Army  was  upon  the  Frontiers,  which  was  con- 
firm'd  by  three  or  four  Nobles,  fent  by  the 
Cazique  of  Guacachula>  a  populous  warlike 
City,  fituate  on  the  Road  to  Mexico,  and  a 
Place  which  the  new  Emperor  look'd  on  as 
one  of  the  Ramparts  of  his  Empire.  They 
came  to  requcft  Succour  againft  the  Mexi- 
cans, complaining  of  their  Violences  and  Op- 

prefllbns. 
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.preflions,  and  offering  to  take  up  Arms  againft 
them  fo  foon  as  the  Spaniards  fhould  come 
within  Sight  of  their  Town.  They  made  the 
Undertaking  appear  eafy  and  juft,  faying,  That 
their  Cazique  ought  to  be  aflifted  as  a  Vaflal 
of  the  King  of  Spain.,  being  one  of  thofc  who 
promised  Obedience  to  him  in  the  Affcmbly 
of  the  Nobility  call'd  together  by  the  Orders 
of  Motezurna.  Cortes  ask'd  them,  What  Force 
the  Enemy  had  in  thofc  Parts  >  They  told  him, 
Twenty  thoufand  in  the  Diftrift  of  their  City, 
and  Ten  thoufand  more  in  another  City  call'd 
Tzucan,  four  Leagues  from  them  5  but  that  in 
Guacachula,  and  its  Dependencies,  they  could 
raife  a  very  confiderable  Number  of  Men, 
courageous  and  provoked,  who  would  be  glad 
of  the  Opportunity  to  take  up  Arms.  Cortes 
examined  them  very  carefully,  asking  divers 
Qucftions,  that  he  might  difcover  the  Inten- 
tions of  their  Cazique,  and  they  gave  fo  good 
an  Account  of  thcmfelvcs,  as  fully  perfuaded 
him  of  their  Sincerity  :  and  tho'  he  fhould 
have  had  fome  remaining  Sufpicion,  he  would 
at  that  Time  have  diflemblcd  it ;  for  in  cafe 
the  Treaty  could  not  have  been  depended  on, 
it  was  ncvcrthelefs  ncccflary  to  drive  away  the 
Enemy,  and  fubject  the  Frontier  Towns,  be- 
fore the  Mexicans  came  with  a  greater  Force 
to  defend  them. 

Cortes  apply'dhimfclffoearneftly  to  this 
Enterprizc,  that  the  very  fame  Day  he  form'd 
an  Army  of  Three  hundred  Spaniards,  Twelve 
or  Thirteen  Horfe,  and  above  Thirty  thoufand 

Tlafi 
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Tlafcalans,  under  the  Command  of  Colonel 
Clsnftopker  de  Olid  -,  and  after  he  had  made 
this  Difpofition,  he  put  his  Defign  in  Execu- 
tion with  fo  much  Expedition,  that  the  Army 
march'd  next  Morning.  Olid  carry'd  the  En- 
voys lent  from  Guacachula  with  him,  and  had 
Orders  to  advance  with  Circumfpeftion,  till  he 
came  near  the  City 3  and  in  cafe  he  fuipc. 
any  Treachery,  to  endeavour  to  engage 
Mexicans  in  fome  advantageous  Poft,  and 
break  them  before  he  attacked  the  Town. 

They  all  march'd  on  very  chearful  and 
courageous,  till  at  fix  Leagues  from  Tepeaca, 
and  almoft  at  the  fame  Diftance  from  Gua- 
CMcbula,  (where  the  Army  made  a  Halt)  they 
found  it  rumour  d  among  the  Peafants  of  the 
Country,  but  without  any  good  Foundation* 
that  the  Emperor  of  Mexico  was  on  the  March 
with  his  whole  Force  to  relieve  thole  Cit 

I  Soldiers  of  Narvaez  believ'd  the  Report,  | 
end  fo  multiply  d  the  Enemy's  Forces  in  their 
Imagination,  that  without  hearkening  to  Rea- 
fon,  or  ig  Orders,  they  plainly  and  in- 

..itly  pfotefted,  That  they  i  march  no 

farther  :  So  that  Chriftopher  de  Olid  grew  an- 
gry, and  in  a  con:  ous  manner  bid  them 
return,  the  Difplealure 
of  Cortes,  fince  they  were  not  touched  with 
the  Dishonour  of  their  Retreat :  But  as  he  was 
preparing  to  pro fe cute  his  March  without  them, 
there  happen  d  a  new  Accident,  which,  if  it 
ether  (hake  his  Conftancy,  yet 
rifqu'd  the  Succefs  of  the  Expedition. 

Thev 


Book  V.    Conqueft  of  Mexico.      16  7 

They  faw  fevcral  Bodies  of  armed  Men 
defcending  from  the  Tops  of  the  neighbouring; 
Mountains,  and  advancing  with  more  than 
ordinary  Diligence;  and  Chrijlopher  de  Olid 
believing  the  Mexicans  were  coming  to  attack 
him,  he  immediately  drew  up  his  Men  in 
Order:  In  which  he  acted  rightly,  for  ex- 
ceflive  Care  never  yet  did  Hurt  in  an  Army. 
But  fome  Horfe,  whom  he  had  fent  before  to 
gain  Intelligence,  returned  with  an  Account, 
That  it  was  the  Cazique  oiGuaxozingo,  with 
others  of  his  confederate  Caziqucs,  who  were 
come  to  aflift  the  Spaniards  in  their  War 
againft  the  Mexicans^  who  had  already  ravaged 
their  Frontiers,  and  threatened  their  Domini- 
ons. Upon  this,  Olid  ordered  their  Troops 
to  halt,  and  the  Caziqucs  to  come  before  him  > 
which  was  prefently  done:  But  that  which 
fhould  have  given  them  all  intire  Satisfaction, 
occafioned  a  fecond  Uncafinefs  in  the  Sol- 
diers >  it  began  among  the  Tlafcalans,  and 
prefently  infected  the  Spaniards:  For  they 
both  declared,  That  thole  People  were  not  to 
.  be  trufted,  that  their  Friendfhip  was  feigned, 
and  that  they  were  fent  by  the  Mexicans,  to 
ferve  them,  by  falling  on  the  Spaniards  during 
the  Engagement.  Chrijlopher  de  Olid  heard 
them,  and  without  inquiring  fufficicntly  into 
the  Matter,  entered  too  lightly  into  their  Su- 
fpicions,  prefently  feized  the  Caziqucs,  and 
fent  them  away  to  Tepeaca,  for  Cortes  to 
determine  concerning  them :  An  inconfiderate 
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ao,  by  which  i  the  Rifquc  of  raifing 

JLmUmec  bctwec  ic,   and 

thofc  wbo  rally  amc  is  Friends      7  he  latter 

bow  K  pa  :  ^ntinued  in  th  \  : .hftand- 

i  c  diftrufted,  declaring 

.'::.:-.-;:    ::     .:    c    :  ::er  re- 

fcrre :  :  Spaniards  did  not 

dare  becaufe  they  had  fent 

%ry>n— «g  rf  the  Matter,  and  were  obliged 

.';:;■  :"::  Chda 

The  Prifoners  in  a  very  fhort  time  were 

hrongjh:  Sortes,    complaining  with  a 

:  Reafon  of  Chriftopher  de  Olid; 

.  not  fo  much  concerned  at 

-  ims,    as  at 

zr.z  :_ bicion  c:  :. '.:.:  Fidelity.      Corte s  heard 

them  v.  md  ordering  their 

n,  and   to   regain  theii    good   Opinion; 

rbund  in  then:  'arks  that  ufu- 

dMHngiiilh  Truth  from  Deceit.     But  upon 

oration,  he  found  it  would  be 

Znterprize  in  Per- 

fon;  the  Difbtift  which  I  Allies 

of  each  imong  the 

SpMma-  ten  fome  fatal 

:      H  red  for  his  Jour- 

in  Charge  with  the  Magi- 

ftcates  of  Jnftice  the  Government  of  his  new 

ement,  he  fet  out  the   Caziques, 

and  a  £mall  Efbo:  ;h  Diligence,  and 

fo  eager  a  Defoe  to  remove  all  Impediments 

to  :.  due  in  few  Hours  he 

came 


Book  V.    Conquefi  of  Mexico.      269 

came  up  with  the  Army.     Every  body  was 
plcafed  with   his  Prefence;    Things    looked 
after  another  manner;   and  the    Storm  that 
beginning  to  gather,  difperfed.     He  re- 
primanded Chriftopher  de  Olid,  not  for  fc 
ing  him  an  Account  of  the  Accident,  ilnce 
he  was  fo  near ;    but  for  difcovering  his 
loufy  by  the  Imprifonment  of  the  C 
And   having  joined  all  the  Forces,    without 
further  Delay  he  marched  on  to  Gt, 
da7   ordering  the  Envoys  from  that  C 
to  go  and  inform  their  Cazique,    where  he 
5,   and  what  Forces  he  had  brought  along 
with  him  ;    not  that  he  flood  in  n  any 

Offers  from  that  Cazique,    but  that  he  m 
not  treat  thofe  as  Enemies,  whom  he  deilred 
by  gentle  Means  to  reduce,  and  prefervc  in 
his  Interefl. 

The  Mexicans  were  pofted  on  the  fan/ 
Side  of  the  City ;  but  on  the  firft  N  :':om 

their  Centinels,   they  advanced  with  fo  much 
Speed,  that  by  the  time  the  Spaniards  c 
within  Mufquet-fhot,    they  had  formed  : 
Army,  and  pofieffed  themielves  of  the  Road, 
with  an  Intention  to  try  their  Strength  u 
Cover  of  the  Town:  The 
roufly  difputed,  the  Mexicans  not  only  de- 
fending themielves,  but  advancing  up 
Enemic  th  all  the    v  .tion 

to    maintain    their  Ground    to   the 
When  the  Cazique  of  Gmmcmc  :oli 

of  this  Occafton,  to 
iity,   falling  on  their  Rear,    and  at  the  I 

time 
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time  affaulting  them  from  the  Walls  with 
fuch  good  Order  and  Bravery,  as  much  facili- 
tated the  Vi&ory  :  And  in  a  little  more  than 
half  an  Hour  the  Mexicans  were  intirely  de- 
feated, there  being  but  few  who  were  not 
either  killed  or  wounded. 

Hernan  Cortes  quartered  his  Spani- 
ards within  the  City  5  and  without  the  Walls, 
the  Tlafcalans  with   the  reft  of  the  Confe- 
derates, whofe  Number  continually  increased :  ^ 
for  on  the  Report  of  his    carrying   on  that 
War  in  Perfon,  feveral  other  Caziques,    who 
had  fubmittcd  to  the  King  of  Spain,    came 
with  their  Troops  to  fcrve  under  his  Com- 
mand 5  and  his  Army  was  fo  much  augmented, 
that,  according  to  his  own  Relation,  he  came 
to  Guacachulo  with  above  One  hundred  and  • 
Twenty    thoufand    Men.     He    thank'd    the 
Cazique,    and  the  Soldiers  of  the  Country,  • 
giving  them  intirely  the  Glory  of  the  Succefs; 
and  they  in  Return  offered  to  march  with  him 
to  Tzucan,  not  without  an  Opinion  of  their 
being  neceffary,  on  account  of  the  Knowledge 
they  had  of  the  Country,  and  the  Proofs  they 
had  dven  of  their  Valour.   The  Mexicans  had 
in  that  Town,  as  the  Cazique  reported,  above 
Ten  thoufand  Men   in  Garifon,  befides  thofe 
who  had  efcaped  from  the  Battle.     The  In- 
habitants,   with  all   the  Peafants  of  the  Di- 
ftrift,     were  under  a  Neceflity  of  declaring 
againft  the  Spaniards.     The  Place  was  ftrong 
by  Nature,  and  improved  by  Walls  and  Ra- 
velines,  which  flopped  the  Pafiages  between 

the 
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the  Mountains :  before  it  ran  a  River,  which 
our  Army  was  obliged  to  pafs :  and  News 
came,  that  the  Enemy  had  broke  the  Bridge, 
in  order  to  difpute  the  Paflage.  All  thefe 
Circumftances  were  fufficient  to  make  them 
look  upon  this  Enterprize  as  no  inconsiderable 
one,  and  advance  with  their  whole  Force. 

Christopher    de   Olid    was   com- 
manded with  the  Van-guard  to  pafs  the  River, 
and  tho'  he  was  oppofed  by  the  greateft  Part 
of  the  Enemy's  Troops,    he   threw  himfelf 
unto   the  Water,    and    gained   the    oppofite 
Shore;   advancing  with  fo  much  Refolution, 
and  fo  little  Fear  of  Danger,  that  they  killed 
his  Horfe  under  him,   and  wounded  him  in 
the  Thigh:   but  the  Enemy  fled  to  the  City, 
which  they  thought  to  defend ;  for  they  had 
turned  out  all  the  ufelefs  Men,  Women,  and 
Children,  referving  Three  thoufand   refolute 
Peafants,  and  Provifions  for  many  Days.     The 
Condition  of  the  Walls,  and  the  Number  of 
the  Defendants,    ftruck  the  Eyes  of  the  Be- 
fiegers,   and  made  them  conclude,    that  the 
Affault  would  coft  them  a  great  many  Lives ; 
but  the  Army  had  fcarce    pafs'd  the  River, 
and  received  Orders  for  the  Attack,   when  at 
once  the  Cries  of  the  Enemy  ceafed,  and  the 
whole    Garifon    difappear'd.      Cortes    might 
have  fufpected  fome  Stratagem,  if  at  the  fame 
time  he  had  not  difcovered  the  Flight  of  the 
Mexicans  towards  the  Mountains  ;  he  dctach'd 
fome  Companies  of  Spaniards,  and  the  great- 
eft  Part  of  the  Tlafcalans  to  purfue  them  5  and 

notwith- 
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notwithftanding  the  Enemy  had  the  Steepnefs 
of  the  Hills  to  aflift  them,  they  were  broken 
in  fo  fmall  a  Time,  that  they  fcarce  had  Lei- 
fure  to  face  about.  The  City  was  lb  intirely 
forfaken  by  the  Inhabitants,  that  they  only 
found  three  or  four  of  them  among  the  Pri- 
foners,  by  whofe  Means  Cortes  endeavoured 
to  bring  back  the  reft,  fending  them  to  the 
Woods,  whither  the  People  were  retired  with 
their  Families,  to  offer  them  a  Pardon  in  the 
Name  of  the  Kins;,  and  s;ood  Treatment  to 
all  fuch  as  would  return  to  their  Houies ;  which 
fo  prevailed,  that  moft  laid  hold  of  the  Oppor- 
tunity, and  returned  the  fame  Day:  Cortes 
ftay'd  there  two  or  three  Days,  that  they 
might  recover  from  their  Fears,  and  fubmit, 
after  the  Example  of  Guacachula.  At  the 
lame  tinie  he  difmifTed  the  Troops  of  the 
Caziques  who  were  in  Amity  with  him,  di- 
viding with  them  the  Spoil  of  both  A&ions, 
and  then  returned  to  Tepeaca  with  the  Spa- 
niards  and  Tlafcalans ;  having  freed  the  Fron- 
tiers from  the  Mexican  Troops,  reduced 
thofe  Cities  of  Importance  to  his  Obedience, 
experienced  the  Affection  of  his  Confederates, 
and  difappointed  the  new  Emperor  of  Mexico 
in  his  firft  Defigns;  which  are  generally  ob- 
ferved  as  Prognofticks  of  the  reft  of  a  new 
Reign,  and  either  animate,  or  difcourage  the 
Subjects,  according  to  their  good  or  ill 
Succefs. 

Berkal  Diaz  del  Castillo  will 
not  allow  that  Cortes  was  in  this  Expedition* 

but 
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but  it  may  be  doubted,  "whether  his  View  in 
denying  it,  be  not    to   cxcufe    himfelf  for 
having  flayed  in  Segura  de  la  Fronteray  as 
he   confeflcs  a  little  before  5  or  elfe  he  has 
been  carried  away  by  his  Inclination  to  con- 
tradict Francifco  Lopez  de  Gomara  in  this, 
as  he  doth  in  every  thing  elfe :    For  all  other 
Writers  affirm  what  we  relate.     And  Her- 
nan  Cortes  himfelf  in  his  Letter  to  the  Em- 
peror, dated  the  30th  of  OEfober,   15-20.  de- 
-  clarcs  the  Motives  which  obliged  him  to  fol- 
low the  Army.     I  am  forry  there  is  any  Oc- 
1  cafion  to  contradict  the  Author  whom  I  fol- 
I  low ;  but  it  would  have  been  a  Fault  incon- 
I  fiftent  with  the  Care  of  Cortes ',  if  he  had  not 
appeared  in  Pcrfon  with   the  Troops,    at  a 
Time  when  there  were  fuch  Jcaloufies  among 
his  own  Soldiers,  fuch  Complaints  among  his 
Confederates,  and  fo  much  Infolence  in  the 
Troops  of  Narvaez;   when  Chrifiopher  de 
Olid  himfelf,  who  commanded  them,  inclined 
to  countenance  their  Sufpicionsj    and  all  to- 
gether endangered  the  ^uccefs  of  fo  important 
an  Affair.     Bernal  ^Jiaz  muft  excufe  me  5 
he  may  have  wrote  according  to  his  Opinion 
in  this  cafe:    notwichftanding  which,   I  muft 
believe  it  more  likely  for  him  to  forget,  than 
that  fo  much  Negleft  could  juftly  be  imputed 
to  a  Man  of  his  General's  Vigilance, 
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Hernan  Cortes  makes  fome  Preparations  for 
the  Enterprize  0/ Mexico;  he  accidentally 
receives  a  Reinforcement  of  Spaniards,  re* 
turns  to  Tlafcala,  and  finds  Magilcatzin 
dead. 

CORTES  was  no  fooner  arriv'd  at  Te- 
peaca,  now  call'd  Segura  de  la  Fron- 
tera,   but   he  received   an  Account  that   his 
Friend  Magifcatzin  was  at  the  point  of  Death, 
which  gave  him  great  Concern:  for  the  ex- 
traordinary Affeftion  of  that  Senator  for  him, 
had  unavoidably  engaged  him  to  make  it  re- 
ciprocal ;   and  dcfiring  now  to  give  him  the 
laft  Proof  of  his  Friendship,  he  immediately 
difpatched  Father  Bartolome  de  Olmedo  to  take 
care  of  his  Soul,  by  endeavouring  to  bring 
him  into  the  Catholick  Church.     When  this 
Religious  Man  came  to  him,  he  was  almoft 
fpent  with  the  Violence  of  his  Diftemper,  but 
very   fenfible,    and  well  difpos'd  to  receive 
new  Imprcffions ;  for  he  was  difpleas'd  with 
his  own  Religious  Rites,  and  the  Multiplicity 
of   his   Gods  5  and  found    fewer  Objections 
againft  the  Religion  of  the  Spaniards,  as  be- 
ing more  conformable  to  natural  Reafon,  and 
he  feem'd  to  be  blind  rather  for  want  of  Light, 
than  through  any  Defect  in  his  Eyes.     Father 
Bartolome  had  but  little  Trouble  in  perfuading 
him,  becaufe  he  found  him  fenfible  of  his  Er- 
rors, 
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rots,  and  dcfirous  to  be  fct  right :  So  that  he 
had  only  Occafion  to  inftrud  him,  and  ufc 
fome  Exhortations,  in  ord<5r  to  touch  his  Heart, 
and  beget  a  Tranquillity  in  his  Soul.  In  a  very 
little  Time  he  with  great  Earneftnefs  defir'd 
Baptifm,  and  recciv'd  it  with  intire  Faith,  be- 
ftowing  the  fmall  Remainder  of  his  Life  in 
fervent  Reflexions  on  his  Happinefs,  and  in 
exhorting  his  Sons  to  quit  their  Idolatry,  and 
obey  his  Friend  Hernan  Cortes,  endeavouring 
by  all  means  the  Prefervation  of  the  Spani- 
ards, which  they  fhould  look  upon  as  their 
own  Intcrcfl,  for  that  he  forcfaw  they  would 
gain  the  Dominion  of  thole  Countries.  Per- 
haps he  was  infpir'd,  tho'  he  might  iikewife, 
from  what  had  happened,  have  form'd  an  Opi- 
nion, which  People  afterwards  improv'd  into 
a  Prophecy.  There  is  no  Doubt  but  God  re- 
warded him  with  that  extraordinary  Call  and 
Difpofition  of  Mind,  for  what  he  had  acted 
in  favour  of  the  Chriftians,  as  he  had  made 
him  the  principal  Inftrument  of  thofe  frequent 
Succours,  for  which  they  flood  indebted  to  the 
Republick  of  Tlafcala.  He  was  a  Man  of 
moral  Virtues,  and  of  fo  great  a  Capacity,  that 
he  came  to  be  the  rirft  Man  of  the  Senate,  and 
in  a  manner  govern'd  all  their  Refolutions :  for 
all  gave  way  to  his  Authority,  and  good  Un- 
derftanding  ,  and  he  knew  how  to  manage  his 
Credit  with  all  the  Moderation  becoming  a 
Member  of  that  free  State.  Hernan  Cortes 
was  extremely  concern'd  at  his  Death,  and  in 
a  manner  inconfolablc  for  the  Lofs,  not  only 
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of  a  Friend,  but  an  able  Dire&or  of  his  De- 
figns,  and  one  who  had  pcrfe&ly  eftablifn'd 
him  in  the  Priendfhip  and  Refpeft  of  the  whole 
Republick.  But  Heaven,  which  always  feem'd 
careful  to  fupport  the  General  under  his  Mif- 
fortunes,  favoured  him  at  that  Time  with  a  Re- 
inforcement, which  mitigated  his  Grief,  and 
rais'd  his  Hopes. 

A  Ship  of  moderate  Burden  arriv'd  at  St. 
Juan  de  Ulna,  and  brought  thirteen  Spanijh 
Soldiers,  two  Horfcs,  and  fome  Provifions  and 
Ammunition,  which  "Diego  Velafquez,  fent  to 
Pamphilo  de  Narvaez,  taking  it  for  granted, 
that  ail  the  Conquefts  in  that  Country  were 
his  own,  and  the  Troops  of  Cortes  at  his  De- 
votion. Their  Commander  was  "Pedro  de 
Barba,  the  fame  who  was  Governor  of  the 
Havana,  when  Hernan  Cortes  failed  from 
the  Ifle  of  Cuba,  having  by  his  Friendfhip 
efcap'd  the  laft  Snares  that  were  laid  to  flop  his 
Voyage.  "Pedro  Cavallero,  who  commanded 
on  the  Coaft,  no  fooner  difcover'd  the  Veffel, 
but  he  went  out  in  a  Boat  to  reconnoitre :  He 
faluted  the  new  Comers  with  great  Civility, 
and  having  found,  by  the  very  refpe&ful  Man- 
ner with  which  Pedro  de  Barba  inquir'd  after 
Pamphilo  de  Narvaez,  the  Defign  of  their 
coming,  aniwer'd  him  without  the  leaft  Hesi- 
tation, That  he  was  7Wt  only  in  good  Healthy 
but  in  great  Profperity,  all  thofe  Countries 
having  Jubmitted  to  him ;  and  that  Cortes, 
with  fome  of  his  People,  v:as  fed  to  the 
Mountains.     If  this  Turn  can  t  be  defended- 

from 
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from  the  Reproach  of  being  an  Untruth,  yet 
at  leaft  Cavallero  defcrves  to  be  commended 
for  his  Readinefs  of  Thought,  which  induced 
them  to  land  without  the  leaft  Diftruft,  and  go 
to  VeraCruzy  where  they  difcovcr'd  the  De- 
ceit, and  found  themfelves  Prifoners  to  Cortes ; 
*Pedro  de  Barba  commending  the  Stratagem 
of  Cavallero :  for  in  reality  he  was  not  forry 
to  find  his  Friend  in  fo  good  a  Condition. 

They  were  carry'd  up  to  Segura  de  la  Fron- 
tera,  and  Hernan  Cortes  fhew'd  a  particular 
Satisfaction  at  the  happy  Arrival  of  more  Spa- 
niardsy  with  the  agreeable  Circumftance  of 
receiving  this  Succour  from  the  Hands  of  his 
Enemy.  He  treated  Tedro  de  Barba  very 
kindly,  and  gave  him  a  Company  of  Crofs- 
Bows,  upon  the  Confidence  he  had  in  his 
Friend  (hip:  He  alfo  difhibitted  fome  Gifts 
among  the  Soldiers,  upon  which  they  agreed 
to  ferve  under  his  Command.  He  afterwards 
read  the  Letter  privately  which  Tedro  de 
Barba  brought  for  Narvaez.  In  which  'Diego 
Velafquez,  fuppofing  him  Mafter  of  all  thole 
Conqucfts,  gave  him  Orders  to  maintain  him- 
felf  there  at  all  Adventures ;  for  which  end  he 
promised  him  very  powerful  Succours :  And 
laftly,  told  him,  that  if  Cortes  was  not  dead, 
he  fhould  immediately  fend  him  away  with  a 
fufficient  Guard  ;  for  that  he  had  receiv'd  ex- 
prefs  Orders  from  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos  to  fend 
him  Prifoner  to  Court :  And  the  Confequence 
of  this  Order  would  have  been  an  Arreft  with- 
out Appeal,  had  the  Affair  been  left  to  that 
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Prelate,  who  was  an  Enemy  to  Cortes,  and 
who,"  from  the  great  Pains  he  took  to  favour 
^Diego  Velafquez,  gave  Caufe  to  fear,  that  he 
meant  to  make  an  Example  of  Cortes  in  the 
moft  publick  manner,  and  to  difguife  a  parti- 
cular Revenge  under  the  Appearance  of  Juftice. 
About  eight  Days  after  arriv'd  a  fecond  Veffel 
with  another  Reinforcement  for  Tamphilo  de 
Narvaezy  which  5Wr0  Cavalier o  ieizJd  after 
the  fame  manner  :  She  brought  eight  Soldiers 
and  a  Mare,  with  a  confiderable  Quantity  of 
Arms  and  Ammunition,  under  the  Command 
of  Captain  Rodrigo  Morejon  de  Lobera  5  they 
all  immediately  went  to  Segura,  and  lifted 
themfelves  as  the  others  had  done  before  them : 
Thefe  Succours  came  by  a  Way  fo  unlook'd 
for,  that  Hernan  Cortes  confider'd  them  as 
good  Omens,  and  Forerunners  of  future  Suc- 
cess. 

But  at  the  fame  time  his  Thoughts  were  em* 
ploy'd  about  the  Preparations  for  his  Enter* 
prize.     He  had  already  refolv'd  upon  the  Con- 
queft  of  Mexico  h  and  the  great  Numbers  of 
Allies,  by  which  he  found  himfelf  fupported 
in  his  laft  Expedition,  confirmed  hisRefolution: 
But  the  PafTage  of  the  Lake  was  the  grand  and 
unavoidable  Difficulty,    and  gave  him  great 
Concern ;  for  after  the  Enemy  had  once  found 
out  the  Secret  of  breaking  the  Bridges  of  the 
Caufeways,  there  was  no  depending  upon  port- 
able Bridges,  which  were  only  to  be  ufed  when 
they  were  pinch'd  in  Time  5  wherefore  he  be- 
$ran  to  think  of  building  twelve  or  thirteen 
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Brigantines,  which  fhould  be  able  to  refill:  the 
Indian  Canoes,  and  tranfport  his  Troops  to 
the  City  5  and  thefe  he  propofed  to  carry  in 
Pieces  on  the  Shoulders  of  the  Indian  Tamenes 
for  fourteen  or  fifteen  Leagues  at  leaft  of  very 
bad  Way  over  the  Mountains  of  Tlafcala,  to 
a  River  near  the  Lake.  He  had  a  very  lively 
Imagination,  and  was  naturally  an  Enemy  to 
thofe  lazy  Spirits  who  fancy  difficult  Things 
to  be  impoflible. 

He  communicated  his  Thoughts  to  Martin 
Lopex,  on  whofe  Ingenuity  and  great  Abi- 
lities he  depended  for  the  compafling  this  im- 
portant Defign;  and  finding  he  did  not  only 
approve  of  it,  but  alfo  undertook  to  execute 
it  with  Eafe,  he  fent  him  before  to  Tlafcala, 
with  all  the  Spanijh  Soldiers.  Who  had  any 
Skill  in  the  Carpenter's  Trade,  in  order  to 
begin  the  Work,  with  a  fufficient  Number  of 
Indians  to  cut  Wood,  or  do  any  other  Ser- 
vice for  which  there  might  be  Occafion.  At 
the  fame  time  he  order'd  the  Iron-work  and 
Rigging,  and  whatever  had  been  preferv'd  out 
of  the  Ships  that  were  funk,  to  be  brought 
up  from  Vera-Cruz  $  and  having  obferv'd, 
that  thofe  Mountains  produced  Trees  which 
afford  a  kind  of  Rofin,  he  drew  out  fuch  a 
Quantity  as  was  neceffary  for  the  careening  of 
his  Barks. 

He  was  in  want  of  Powder,  but  foon  found 
Means  to  make  very  good  5  fending  to  fcarch 
for  Sulphur,  (of  whofe  Ufc  the  Indians  were 
utterly  ignorant)  in  the  Volcano  difcover'd  by 
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*Diego  de  Ordaz,  for  he  believ'd  they  could 
not  fail  of  finding  it  there  5  and  fome  Spantjb 
Soldiers,  among  whom  they  name  Juan  de 
Laet  a  Montano,  and  a  Mefa,  belonging  to 
the  Artillery,  offer'd  themfelves  for  the  Service, 
and  in  fine,  return  d  with  as  much  Sulphur  as 
was  wanted.  Cortes  was  every-where,  and 
over- fa  w  all  that  was  done ;  fo  far  from  being 
fatigued,  that  the  Pains  he  took  rather  fecm'd 
a  Refrefhment. 

When  this  Affair  was  over,  he  began  to 
think  of  returning  to  T/afcala,  to  haften  as 
much  as  he  could  the  Preparations  for  his  Ex- 
pedition; and  before  he  went,  he  left  his  In- 
ftrudions  with  the  new  Council  of  Segurar 
and  appointed  Captain  Francifco  de  Orozco 
Commander  of  the  Garifon,  with  about  twenty 
Spanifl)  Soldiers,  and  the  Militia  of  the  Coun- 
try at  his  Difpofal. 

He  refolv  d  to  enter  the  City  in  Mourning 
for  the  Death  of  Magi/cat zin7  for  which  End 
both  he  and  his  Captains  coverd  their  Arms 
with  the  Manufafture  of  the  Country  dyed 
black.     They  made  their  Entry  without  any 
other  Pomp,  than  that  of  good  Order,  and 
profound  Silence  obferv'd  among  the  Soldiers, 
which  helped  to  declare  their  General's  Grief. 
Both  Nobles  and  Commonalty  received  this 
Demonftration  of  Concern  with   great  Ap- 
plaufe ;  for  they  all  refpe&ed  the  Deceafed  as 
the  Father  of  their  Country :  And  thoJ  there 
is  no  Doubt,  but  that  Cortes  was  fincerely  af- 
fected with  the  Lofs,  which  he  very  often  la- 
mented 
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merited,  and  had  Rcafon  fo  to  do,  yet  it  is  likely 
he  had  a  farther  View  in  putting  on  Mourn- 
ing, which  was  to  gain  the  Affettions  of  the 
People. 

The  Senate  had  not  fill'd  up  the  Place  of 
Magifcatzin,  (who,  as  one  of  the  Caziques 
of  the  Republick,  had  govern'd  the  principal 
Divifion  of  the  City)  that  Cortes  might  elcdt 
a  Perfon  to  fuccced  him,  or  that  they  might 
a£t  according  to  his  Opinion  in  their  Choice : 
Cortes,  considering  theRcfpeft  due  to  the  Me- 
mory of  the  Dcceafed,  recommended  his  cldcft 
Son,  and  fo  ordcr'd  Matters,  that  he  was  una- 
nimously chofen.     He  was  a  young  Man  of 
Judgment  and  Courage,  and  of  fo  much  Spirit, 
that  he  mounted  the  Tribunal  without  Sur- 
prize, or  being  at  aLofs  in  Matters  of  Govern- 
ment 5  and  finally,  he  gave  fuch  Proofs  of  his 
Capacity  in  the  mod  effential  Point,  that  in  a 
little  time  he  earneftly  defir'd  Baptifm,   and 
receiy'd  it  with  publick  Solemnity,  taking  upon 
him  the  Name  of  "Don  Lorenzo  de  Magif- 
catziy,:  a  wonderful  Effed  of  the  Arguments 
he  had  heard  Father  Bartolome  de  Olmedo 
employ  in  trip  Converfion  of  his  Father,  which 
having  meditated  and  digefted,  he  came  by 
degrees  to  a  Scnfc  of  his  Error.     At  this  time 
alio  the  Cazique  of  Tziican  was  baptized,  a 
Youth  who  came  to  Tlafcala  with  the  Enfigns 
of  his  new  Command,  and  to  thank  Cortes 
for  having  determined  a  Suit  in  his  Favour, 
which  had  been  commenced  againft  him  by 
his  Relations  concerning  the  Inheritance  of 

his 


28  2      The  Hiftory  of  the     Book  V. 

his  Father.  For  now  every  one  confulted 
Cortes ',  both  Caziques  and  particular  Perfons 
referring  all  their  Differences  to  him,  and  re- 
ceiving his  Decifions  as  inviolable  Laws.  So 
much  did  they  refpeft:  him,  and  fo  great  an 
Opinion  had  they  of  his  Equity. 

The  Noife  which  thefe  Converfions  made 
in  the  Town,  awaken'd  old  Xicotencal,  who 
tho'  diffatisfied  with  the  Abfurdities  of  Gen- 
tilifm,  was  grown  old  in  Error,  and  had  a  Le- 
vity in  his  Difpofition,  which  would  not  let 
him  adhere  to  any  Reiblution  5  a  Failing  na- 
tural to  old  Age :  But  the  Example  of  Ma- 
gifcatzin,  a  Man  equal  to  him  in  Authority, 
and  his  Converfion  to  the  Catholick  Religion 
at  the  Point  of  Death,  had  fuch  an  Effeft  as 
to  open  the  Eyes  of  his  Underftanding,  and 
induce  him  to  receive  Baptifm  with  a  publick 
Deteftation  of  his  Errors.  In  Truth  it  does 
not  appear,  that  the  Gofpel  could  poflibly 
have  been  in  a  fairer  Way  to  make  a  Progress 
in  this  Country,  the  Nobles  and  wifeft  Men 
of  the  Republick,  whofe  Opinion  governed 
all  the  reft,  being  converted  to  the  Catholick 
Faith :  But  the  Circumftances  of  thefe  times 
did  not  allow  the  Spaniards  to  give  their  Ap- 
plication to  it.  Hernan  Cortes  was  wholly 
taken  up  with  making  Difpofitions  for  his  En- 
terprize,  Father  Bartolome  de  Olmedo  wanted 
Fellow-Labourers,  and  both  were  of  Opinion, 
that  they  could  not  attempt  introducing  Re- 
ligion with  any  Succefs,  till  they  had  fubdued 
the  Mexicans,  and  cftablifh'd  Peace,   which 

they 


Book  V.    Conqueft  of  Mexico.    285 

they  look'd  upon  as  previoufly  necefiary  to 
fettle  the  warlike  Spirits  of  the  Tlafcalansy 
and  fit  them  for  the  Reception  of  the  Gofpel. 
The  great  Affair  therefore  was  for  the  prefent 
laid  afide,  Examples  grew  rare,  and  the  People 
continued  in  their  Idolatry.     'Twas  poffible, 
whilft  the  Army  remained  -  there,  they  might 
have  reap'd  the  firft  Fruits  at  lead  of  fuch  a 
favourable  Opportunity  :    But  the  continual 
Alarms  and  Rumours  of   War  at  this  time 
poftponing  all  Attention  to  other  things,  and 
it  fometimes  happening,  that  the  Maxims  of 
Violence  are  better  attended  to,  when  Reafoii 
is  filent,  I  don  t  find  that  they  made,  or  even 
endeavour'd  any  other  Converfions, 


CHAP.    VI. 

/?  freft  Succour  of  Spanifh  Soldiers  arrives 
at  the  Army.  The  Men  who  came  with 
Narvaez,  are  importunate  for  their  *Dif- 
charge  and  Return  to  Cuba.  Hernan  Cortes 
draws  up  a  fecond  Relation  of  his  Expe- 
dition,  and  difpatche§  new  Envoys  to  the 
jEmperor  Charles  V, 

CO  R  TE  «J  complain'd  with  fome  Warmth 
of  Francifco  de  Gar 'ay \  for  that  know- 
ing very  well  the  Progrefs  he  had  made  in  the 
Empire  of  Mexico,  he  did,  notwithftanding, 
§ndeavour  to  make  a  Conqueft  and  Settlement 
tn  the  Province  of  *Panuco>  but  fuch  a  happy 

Afcendant 
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Afcendant  had  the  Fortune  of  Cortes  over  that 
of  his  Rivals,  that  as  'Diego  de  Velafqiiesz 
furnifh  a  him  with  Succours  the  fame  Way 
by  which  he  intended  to  deftroy  him,  and  fup- 
port  Tampkilo  de  Narvaez,  fo  the  Meafures 
which  Gar  ay  had  taken  to  ufurp  fome  Part  of 
his  Government,  turn'd  likewife  to  his  Ad- 
vantage. We  have  already  related,  how  Gar  ay 
was  repulsed  from  *P  antic  o,  when  Cortes  was 
with  his  Troops  at  Zernpoala,  notwithftand- 
ing  which,  he  refolv'd  to  purfue  his  Enter- 
prize,  and  had  prepared  another  Fleet,  with  a 
greater  Number  of  Soldiers,  commanded  by 
all  his  beft  Officers :  But  the  fecond  Expe- 
dition was  as  unfortunate  as  the  firft  5  for  the 
Spaniards  were  no  fooner  landed,  but  they 
met  with  fuch  a  gallant  Refiftance  from  the 
Indians,  that  they  were  glad  to  retreat  to  their 
Ships  in  the  utmoft  Diibrder ;  and  being  wholly 
intent  how  to  avoid  the  prefent  Danger,  put 
to  Sea  without  obferving  the  fame  Courfe. 
They  were  feparated  for  fome  Days,  and  with- 
out knowing  anv  thins;  of  each  other's  Defi£ii, 
they  arriv'd  almoft  all  at  the  fame  time  on  the 
Coaft  of  Vera-Cruz,  where  they  agreed  to 
ferve  under  Cortes ',  without  any  other  Motive 
than  that  of  his  great  Reputation. 

This  Succour  was  look'd  upon  as  fent  from 
Heaven:  For  tho'  it  be  certain,  that  the  Con- 
fufion  and  Unskilfulnefs  of  the  Soldiers  and 
Sailors  might  help  to  difperfe  thefe  VefTels, 
and  abandon  them  to  the  Mercy  of  the  Winds., 
which  forced  them  on  the  Coaft  where  they 

were 
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were  fo  much  wanted ;  yet  their  coming  lb 
opportunely,  and  after  fo  many  Misfortunes, 
to  augment  the  Troops  of  Cortesy  is  an  Event 
worthy  of  particular  Reflc&ion ;  for  fuch  a 
Chain  of  happy  Accidents  is  not  wont  to  be 
attributed,  or  very  rarely,  to  mere  Chance. 

The  firft  Ship  that  arrived,  was  commanded 
by  Captain  Camargo,  and  had  on  board  fixty 
Spanijh  Soldiers  5  a  little  after  came  another 
with  fifty  choice  Soldiers,  and  feven  Horfcs, 
commanded  by  Captain  Miguel  'Diaz  de 
j  Anz,  a  Gentleman  of  An  agon,  who  had  fo 
fignaliz'd  himfelt  on  all  Occaftons,  that  his 
Perfon  alone  was  efteem'd  a  very  great  Suc- 
cour ^  and  laftly,  tho'  fomewhat  late,  arriv'd 
the  Veffel  commanded  by  Captain  Ramirez, 
with  above  forty  Soldiers,  ten  Horfes,  and 
great  Abundance  of  Provifions  and  Arms. 
They  all  landed,  and  the  firft  without  flaying 
for  the  reft,  made  the  beft  of  their  way  to 
Tlafcala,  leaving  an  Example  to  their  Fellows 
to  take  the  fame  Route,  which  they  all  did 
with  intire  Satisfaction.  For  the  great  Ad- 
vances made  by  Cortes  in  New  Spain,  had 
made  fuch  a  Noife  over  all  the  Iflands,  that 
the  Soldiers  were  cafily  led  whither  they  thought 
Wealth  and  Profpcrity  invited  them. 

This  Succour  confiderably  augmented  the 
Number  of  the  Spaniards,  and  infpired  them 
with  frefh  Hopes :  The  Soldiers  received  the 
New-comers  with  Acclamations  of  Joys  they 
embraced  each  other  as  Friends  of  a  long  Ac- 
quaintance, without  any  other  Tye  than  that 

of 
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of  coming  from  the  fame  Country  5  and  Cortes 
himfelf,  forgetting  the  Gravity  of  a  General, 
was  tranfported  with  Joy  5  but  at  the  fame  time 
did  not  forget  to  return  Thanks  to  God,  attri- 
buting to  him,  and  to  thejuftice  of  hisCaufe, 
all  thefe  furprizing  Events. 

Notwithstanding  this  good  Fortune,  he 
could  not  quiet  the  Soldiers  of  Narvaez,  who 
were  importunate  with  him  for  Leave  to  re- 
turn to  the  Ifle  of  Cuba  5  they  put  him  in 
mind  of  his  Promife,  and  he  could  not  deny 
but  that  they  went  upon  the  Expedition  to 
Tepeaca  on  that  Condition  5  for  which  Rcafon, 
he  was  not  willing  to  enter  into  any  new 
Difputes  with  them,  and  the  rather,  becaufe 
he  found  his  Troops  augmented  with  Soldiers 
better  difciplin'd,  and  did  not  think  it  a  proper 
Time  to  march  at  the  Head  of  unwilling  Mu- 
tineers, who  would  be  fure  to  fhew  Uneafinefs 
on  every  Fatigue,  and  be  always  railing  at  the 
Enterprize,  pernicious  in  the  Camp,  and  ufelefs 
upon  Occafions,  deceiving  their  General,  with 
the  Appearance  of  Soldiers  in  the  Review,  and. 
yet  of  no  Service. 

For  thefe  Reafons  therefore  he  order'd  Pro- 
clamation to  be  made,  That  whoever  had  a 
Mind  to  return  home,  was  free  to  goy  and 
fiould  be  furnified  with  Ve]fels7  and  every 
thing  elfe  that  was  neceffary.  The  greatelt 
Part  of  the  Soldiers  of  Narvaez  made  ufe  of 
the  Opportunity,  but  fome  ftay'd  out  of  a 
Point  of  Honour.  Bernal  cDiaz  takes  no 
Notice  of  the  Names  of  thofe  who  ftay'd,  but 

tedioufly 
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tedioufly  enumerates  almoft  all  who  went,  de- 
frauding the  firft  of  the  Houour  that  was  their 
Due,  and  wafting  his  Time  in  difgracing  the 
laft  y  whereas  it  would  have  been  much  more 
reasonable  to  have  forgotten  thofe  who  {hewed 
fo  little  Regard  totheir  Reputation :  But  what 
deferves  to  be  remarked,    is,   that  Andres  de 
^Duer'Oy  who  appeared  on  feveral  Occafions  fo 
much  attached  to  the  Intereft  of  Cortes,  was 
one  of  thofe  who  retired :   and  altho'  there 
be  no  Accountof  the  Reafon  of  this  Separation, 
we  may  very  well  believe  there  was  but  little 
Sincerity  in  the  Pretences,    with   which  he 
coloured  his  Retreat  5  fince  we  find  him  fhortly 
after  making    ufe   of  all  his  Intereft  at  the 
Court  in  favour  of  T^iego  Velafquez.   If  there 
was   any    Mifundcrftanding    between  Cortes 
and  him,  which  might  give  Occafion  for  this 
!  Breach,  Reafon  muft  have  been  on  Cortes s 
Side ;    it  not  being  likely  that  it   could  be 
pleaded  in  behalf  of  a  Man,    who  fhewed  as 
little  Regard  to  that,  as  he  did  to  his  Reputa- 
tion, by  not  only  leaving  his  Friend  engaged 
in  an  Enterprize  of  fo  much  Honour  and  Dan- 
ger,  but  withal  taking  upon  him  a  Commit 
fton  by  which  he  was  obliged  either  bafely 
to  aft  againft  his  own  Sentiments,  or  to  yield 
his  Underftanding  a  Slave  to  an  unreafonablc 
Paflion. 

Hernan  Cortes  having  now  got  rid 
of  thefe  Mutineers,     whom  Aharado   had 
the  Care  of  conducing  to  the  Vcfiels,  began 
to  confider  of  the  Time  neceffary  to  be  em- 
ployed 
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ployed  in  building  the  Brigantines.  He  dif 
patched  new  Orders  to  the  Confederates  to 
hold  themfelves  ready  to  march  upon  the 
firft  Notice,  dire&ing  the  Quantity  of  Provi- 
sions and  Arms  they  were  to  provide,  accord- 
ing to  the  Number  of  their  Troops:  And 
at  his  leifure  Hours  he  wrote  an  Account  of 
all  the  Particulars  of  the  Conqueft,  to  be  lent 
to  the  Emperor;  defigning  to  equip  a  Vcffcl, 
and  fend  new  Agents,  who  might  haften  the 
Difpatch  of  the  former,  or  give  him  Notice 
of  the  Condition  his  Affairs  were  in  at  the 
Court  of  Spam,  his  Uncertainty  therein  be- 
ing now  one  of  his  greateft  Difquiets. 

Cortes  drew  up  this  Account  in  Form 
of  a  Letter,  and  repeating  every  thing  of  Im- 
portance in  the  Difpatches  he  fent  the  Year 
before  by  the  Captains  Tortocarrero  and  Mon- 
texo,  he  gave  his  Majefty  a  faithful  Relation 
of  all  his  Adventures,  both  profperous  and  un- 
fortunate, from  the  time  he  marched  out  of 
Zempoala,  and  by  his  Courage  and  Conduct 
made  his  triumphant  Entry   into  the  capital 
City  of  the  Empire,    till  he  was  afterwards 
forced  to  retreat  to  Tlafcala,  with  considerable 
Lofs.    He  alfo  acquainted  him  with  how  much 
Security  he  was  able  to  maintain  himfelf  in 
that  Province,  together  with  the  Number  of 
Spaniards  that  had  augmented    his  Troops, 
and    the   great  Confederacies   he  had  made 
with  divers  Indian  Nations,  for  renewing  the 
War   againft   the  Mexicans,     He  cxprefied, 
with  a  noble  and  generous  Confidence,   the 

Hope 
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Hope  he  had  of  reducing  to  his  Majefty's  Obe- 
dience all  that  new  World,  whole  Bounds  to 
the  North  were  unknown  even  to  the  Na- 
tives. He  inlarged  upon  the  Riches  of  that 
Empire,  the  Fertility  of  the  Soil,  and  the 
Wealth  of  the  feveral  Princes.  He  highly 
extolled  the  Valour  and  Constancy  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  the  Affe&ion  and  Fidelity  of 
the  Tlafcalans :  With  relation  to  himfelf,  he 
left  it  to  his  Aftions  to  fpeak  for  him  5  and 
yet,  without  exceeding  the  Bounds  of  Mo- 
defty,  he  gave  fomc  Strokes  to  the  Reputation 
of  the  Conqucft,  that  let  in  its  true  Light  the 
Glory  of  the  Conqueror.  He  deftrcd  fpecdy 
juftice  againft  the  unfair  Proceedings  of  'Diego 
Velafmiez,,  and  Ffancifco  de  Gar  ays  and 
made  preflitig  Iiiftances  for  an  immediate  Suc- 
cour of  Soldiers,  Horfes,  Arms,  and  other 
warlike  Provifions.  He  reprefented  in  yet 
ftronger  Terms  the  Neceffity  of  fending  fome 
Ecclcfiaiticks  and  Regulars  of  approved  Virtue, 
to  aflift  Father  Olmedo  in  the  Converfion  of 
the  Indians,  giving  an  Account  that  fome  of 
the  Chief  among  them  were  already  baptized, 
and  that  in  the  reft  there  was  fuch  a  kind 
of  Difpofition  to  receive  the  Truth,  as  gave 
great  Hopes  of  its  making  a  confiderablc  Pro- 
grefs.  This  was  the  Subftancc  of  the  Letter 
he  at  that  time  wrote  to  the  Emperor,  laying 
before  his  Majefty  every  thing  that  had  palled, 
without  forgetting  any  confiderablc  Circum- 
ftancc;  all  which  he  exprcfTcd  in  proper  and 
Vol.  II.  U  well- 


290    The  Hiftory  of  the      Book  V; 

well-chofen  Terms,  according  to  the  Elo- 
quence of  that  Age  5  and  it  may  be  a  Queflioii 
whether  they  were  not  more  agreeable  than 
thofe  now  in  Ufe,  to  that  Chara&er  of  Na- 
ture and  Simplicity,  which  becomes  the  Style 
of  Letters.  At  the  fame  time  it  muft  be  con- 
feffed,  he  was  fomewhat  miftaken  in  the 
Names  of  Towns  and  Provinces,  which  being 
altogether  new,  could  not  be  exa&ly  pro- 
nounced, or  faithfully  rendered  upon  Paper. 

Bernal  Diaz  del  Castillo  reports, 
that  the  General  fent  thefe  Difpatches  by  the 
Captains  Alonzo  de  Mendoza,  and  'Diego  de 
Ordazs  and  tho'  Antonio  de  Herrera  men- 
tions only  the  firft,  it  is  not  probable  that  he 
would  entruft  an  Affair  of  fo  much  Confe- 
quence  to  one  Perfon  alone,  when  Prudence  j 
requir'd  him  to  provide  againft  the  Accidents 
of  fo  long  a  Voyage.  His  private  Inftru&ions  to 
them  were,  That  before  they  difcovered  their 
Commiffwn,  or  made  any  "Declaration  of  their 
being  fent  by  him,  they  'jhould  firft  find  out  his 
Father ',  and  the  two  Agents  who  were  fent 
the  Tear  before-,  and  jointly  carry  on  their 
Negotiation,  according  as  the  Condition  of 
his  Affairs  jkould  require*  He  remitted  alfo 
a  fecond  Prefent  for  the  Emperor,  confifting 
of  Gold  and  other  Curiofities  which  had  been 
preferved  at  Tlafcala,  to  which  the  Soldiers 
alfo  contributed,  and  were  upon  this  Occa- 
sion very  liberal  of  their  little  Subftance;  ad- 
ding moreover  the  Booty  acquired  in  the  Ex- 
peditions 
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^editions  of  Tepeaca  and  Guacachula:  A  Pro 
fent  lefs  rich  than  the  former,  but  more  de- 
crying to  be  prized,  as  being  amalTed  in  the 
Inidft  of  their  Difgraces,  and  confequcntly  to 
he  regarded  as  the  Remains  after  thofe  Loflcs 
vhereof  Cortes  had  given  a  faithful  Account 
|i  his  Letter. 

The  General  thought  it  proper  at  the  fame 
|ime,    that  the  two  Councils  of  Vera-Cru& 
Ind  Segura  de  la  Frontera  fhould  write  to  his 
llajefty,    as  being,  the  Government  in  that 
■Country.     They  in  their  Letters  folicited  for 
lie  fame  Afliftance,    declaring,    That  they 
\oought  themfelves  bound  in  'Duty  to  repre- 
mnt  to  his  Majeftyy  how  much  it  imported  to 
maintain  Hernan  Cortes  in  his  Toft  of  Cap- 
min-General;  for  as  the  Beginning  of  this 
weat  Work  was  wholly  owing  to  his  Valour 
md  ConduEfy  it  would  be  no  eafy  Matter  to 
md  any  other  Head  or  Hands  capable  of 
winging  it  to  TerfeEiion :   And  in  this  they 
icerely  delivered  their  Opinions,    and  what 
ey  thought  mod:  advantageous  for  the  Ser- 
:e  in  that  Conjuncture.    Bernal'Diaz;  faith, 
it  Hernan  Cortes  faw  thofe  Letters,  infinu- 
'ng  as  if  he  had  defired  that  Solicitation  in 
I  Favour :  It  is  very  probable  he  did  fee  them, 
t  it  is  likewife  certain,   that  thofe  Letters 
itaincd  fuch  Truths  as  did  not  (land  in  need 
any  Flattery  or  Exaggeration.    *Diaz  corn- 
ins   likewife,    that  the   Soldiers   were  not 
•mitted  to  write  apare$n  the  Name  of  their 
U  2  whole 
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whole  Corps,  not  that  he  differed  in  his  Sen- 
timents from  the  Councils  (for  he  declares 
the  contrary  more  than  once)  ;  but  as  the 
Subj  eel-matter  was  the  Prefervation  of  his 
General,  he  defircd  to  join  his  Opinion  with 
the  reft,  and  to  give  him  his  Aililtancc  on  thi 
Occafion,  as  in  Truth  he  bravely  did  in  War, 
Let  it  pais  for  Ambition  of  Glory,  a  Vice  th 
ought  to  be  pardoned  in  Men  of  Merit,  an 
appears  very  much  like  Virtue  in  a  Soldier. 

Ordaz  and  Mendoza  embarked  on  Boar 

one  of  the  Vellels,  which  arrived  a  little  b 

fore  at  Fera-Cr/iz,  with  every  Thing  nee 

fary  for  inch  a  Voyages  and  foon  after  Cort 

refoived  to  freight  another  VciVel,    and  d 

patch    the    Captains    Alonzo    Davi/a    an 

Francifco  Alvarez  Chico  with  Letters  fort 

Regulars  of  St.  Jerome,  who  preftded  in  tl 

Royal  Audience  of  Santo  'Domingo,  the  o 

one  at   that   time    in  thole   Countries,    an 

whole  Jurifdiftxon  extended  over  all  the  Ifland 

as  well  as  the  new  Difcoveries  on  the  Mai 

Land.     He  communicated  to  them   the  A' 

count  he  had  fent  to  the  Emperor,  and  d 

fired  their  fpeedy  AfTiitancc  towards  the  E 

tcrprizc  in   which   he  was  engaged;   as  all- 

that  they  would  put  a  Stop  to  the  vexation 

Proceedings  of  Velafquez,  and  Garay.     Tin 

thefe  Minifters  were  convinced  of  the  Juftic 

of  his  Demands,   and  admired  his  Conftanc 

and  Valour,  yet  the  liland  of  Santo  'Doming 

was  not  at  that  time  in  a  Condition  to  pa 

cithi 
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cither  with  Men  or  Provisions:  But  they  ap- 
proved of  every   thing  he  had  done,  and  of- 
fered to  fupport  the  Juftice  oi'  his  Prctcnfions 
'With  the  Emperor,  and    folicit    fuch  Succours 
as  were  ncceflary  for  an  Affair  oi  io  great  Im- 
portance,  and  fo  far  advanced 5   taking  upon 
tbcnifclvcs  the  Care  to  check  the  Efforts  ol 
his  Two  Rivals,    by  very  Unci  and  repeated 
[Orders.    And  to  this  Effcft  they  anfwered  his 
Letters,  fending  back  his  Envoys  with  good 
tVords,  but  without  the  Succours  he  defircd. 
But  before  we  proceed  in  the  farther  Account 
of  this  Conqucft,    ^d  while  the  building  oi 
the   Brigantines,     Mid    other   Preparations   fot 
the  Return  to  Mexico,    are    earned  on  with 
the  utmoft  Diligences  it  will  be  proper  to  go 
back  to  the  two  full  Envoys  of  Cortes,  and 
fee  in  what  Condition  the  Affairs  o\   New* 
main    were   at   the   Emperor's  Court:    the 
[leader    cannot    but  defirc    to  be    informed 
therein,  and    fuch  an  Account  may  be   rec- 
koned among  thole  neceilary  Digreillons pet 
pitted  to  an  Hiftorian,   as  they  contribute  to 
he  Perfcdion  of  his  Work,  without  deftri 
tog  its  Proportion, 


U  3  CHAP, 
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CHAP.    VII. 

The  Envoys  of  Hernan  Cortes  arrive  in  Spain, 
and  pafs  on  to  Medellin,  where  they  con- 
tinue  till  the  Troubles  of  the  Kingdom  are 
over-,  after  which,  they  go  to  the  Courts 
and  prevail  to  have  the  Bi/hop  of  Burgos 
Jet  afide  from  being  a  Judge  in  the  Caufe 
of  Cortes. 

WE  left  Martin  Cortes  with  the  two  firft 
Envoys  of  his  Son,  Alonfo  Hernan- 
dez Tortocarrero  and  Francifco  de  Montexo, 
in  the  wretched  Employment  of  following  the 
Regency,  and  waiting  in  the  Antichambers  of 
the  Minifters ;  fo  far  from  being  admitted  to 
Audience,  that  not  daring  to  importune  them 
with  any  Requefts,  they  only  prefented  them- 
felves  in  the  Throng  as  they  pafs'd  by,  and  were 
fore  d  to  content  themfelves  with  receiving  the 
accidental  Glance  of  an  Eye  ;  the  comfortlefs 
Notice  taken  of  thofe,  who  having  all  the 
Juftice  in  the  World  on  their  Side,  are  yet 
afraid  to  ruin  their  Pretenfions,  by  advancing 
them  unfeafonabiy.  The  Emperor,  as  we  have 
already  obferv'd,  gave  them  a  very  favourable 
Hearing  5  and  tho'  he  was  difgufted  with  the 
Infolence  and  the  Attempts  of  fome  Towns  of 
Spain,  which  endeavour'd  to  oppofe  his  Voy- 
age to  Germany,  by  irreverent  Protefts,  little 
lefs  indeed  than  Threats  5  yet  he  found  fuffici- 
cnt  Time  to  inform  himfelf  very  exactly  of  all 

that 
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that  pafs'd  in  New- Spain,  and  to  judge  what 
might  be  expedted  from  the  Enterprize.  He 
made  himfelf  Maftcr  of  the  whole  Affair,  not 
difdaining  to  ask  Qucftions  upon  many  Points, 
it  being  no  ways  unbecoming  Majefty  to  re- 
ceive from  a  Subjcft  thole  Helps  that  lcrve  to 
explain  an  Affair  5  nor  fhould  a  King  always 
go  to  Council  full  of  Doubts.  The  Emperor 
prefently  difcover'd  the  great  Advantages  which 
might  be  expected  from  fuch  wonderful  Begin- 
nings :  And  the  Idea  he  at  that  Time  form'd  of 
the  Merit  of  Cortes,  hclp'd  extremely  to  re- 
commend him  to  his  Favour,  as  he  was  natu- 
rally inclin'd  to  value  extraordinary  Men. 

The  Affairs  of  the  Kingdom,  and  the  fud- 
den  Departure  of  the  Emperor,  did  not  permit 
him  to  come  to  any  fix'd  Refolution  in  a  Mat- 
ter wherein  fo  many  Difficulties  were  rais'd, 
as  well  by  the  Agents  of  Velafquez,  as  by 
fome  Minifters  who  were  in  fecret  Intelligence 
with  them,  and  fupportcd  them.  But  when 
the  Day  of  his  Embarkation  came,  which  was 
the  20th  of  May,  1520.  his  Majefty  did  in  a 
particular  manner  recommend  the  Examina- 
tion of  the  Affair  of  Cortes  to  Cardinal  Adri- 
an*), Governor  of  the  Kingdom  in  his  Abfence. 
The  Cardinal  was  very  ftneerely  defirous  to  fa- 
vour his  Caufej  but  as  the  Informations  by 
which  he  was  to  govern  himfelf,  came  from 
the  Council  of  the  Indies,  (where  the  Votes 
were  inrluencd  by  the  Authority  and  Preju- 
dice of  the  Prefident,  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos) 
he  found  himfeif  at  a  lofs  how  to  come  to 
U  4  any 
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any  Refolution  5  nor  was  it  an  eafy  matter  tq 
aflure  himfelf  of  making  a  right  judgment, 
while  the  Reprefentations  of  Velafquez  came 
cloathed  with  the  Appearance  of  Juftice,  and 
the  Exploits  of  Cortes  were  difcreditcd  with 
the  Name  of  Rebellion. 

Afterwards,  when  it  was  mod  neceflary, 
there  wanted  Time  to  examine  into  the  Truth 
of  this  Affair,  the  Cares  of  the  Minifters  be- 
ing employed  in  Matters  of  the  laft  Impor- 
tance :  Several  Cities  began  to  ftir,  under  Pre- 
text of  corre&ing  what  they  call'd  the  Difor- 
ders  of  the  State,  and  others  followed  them  to 
the  fame  Precipice,  without  examining  whe- 
ther that  Pretext  was  reafonable  or  not.  They 
all  look'd  on  the  Abfence  of  the  Emperor  as 
their  greateft  Misfortune,  and  fome  belicv'd 
they  did  him  good  Service,  or  at  leaft  kept 
within  the  Bounds  of  their  Obedience,  miftake- 
ing  the  Tranfports  of  a  falfe  Zeal  for  Proofs  of 
their  Refpcct  and  Duty. 

The  common  People  took  up  Arms  to 
juftify  their  firft  Offence,  and  fome  Gentlemen 
fo  far  degraded  themfelves,  as  to  join  them, 
thro'  want  of  Underftanding  ;  a  Defeft  which 
generally  effaces  all  thofe  Sentiments  which 
Nobility  of  Blood  infpires.  The  great  Lords 
and  Minifters  efpous'd  the  Caufe  of  juftice,  not- 
withstanding the  Affronts  and  Dangers  that  at- 
tended it.  In  fhort,  the  whole  Kingdom  was 
in  Confufion,  and  the' Sovereign  Authority  in 
a  manner  ufurped  by  thefe  Fa&ions,  in  our 
Hiftory  calPd  Communities,  tho'  we  know  not 

with 
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with  what  Reafon ;  for  it  could  not  be  pro- 
perly faid  the  Complaint  was  common,  when 
many  Cities,  and  almoft  the  whole  Body  of  the 
Nobility,  affertcd  the  Rights  of  the  King : 
However,  the  Rebels  gave  this  Name  to  their 
Infolence,  and  have  been  favour'd  by  Poftcrity 
with  the  Title  which  they  took  to  honour  their 
Revolt. 

Tho'  the  Account  of  thefe  Difturbances  be 
foreign  to  my  Argument,  I  could  not  avoid 
touching  upon  them,  as  one  of  the  Cauics 
that  put  a  Stop  to  the  good  Intentions  of  the 
Cardinal,  and  crofs'd  the  Negotiations  of  Cor- 
tes :  It  was  indeed  a  very  unfeafonable  Time  to 
confidcrof  new  Enterprizcs,  when  the  Regent 
and  Minifters  were  fo  wholly  employed  in  find- 
ing Remedies  for  the  Evils  which  affli&ed  the 
State  within  Doors,  that  thofc  without  made 
no  fort  of  Impreflion  upon  them  :   So  that 
Martin  Cortes  and  his  Friends,  fenfible  of  the 
tmall  Advantages  they  reaped  by  their  Solici- 
tations, and  of  the  general  Diibrder  of  Affairs, 
retir'd  to  Medellin,  with  a  Relblution  to  let 
the  Storm  blow  over,  and  exped  the  Return  of 
the  Emperor,  who  was  perfeftly  well  appriz'd 
of  the  Affair,  and  had  (hewn  a  Difpofition  to 
do  Jufticc  to  their  Pretenfions  ;  and  they  plain- 
ly faw,  that  his  Authority  was  ncceffary  to  fur- 
mount  the  Oppofition  of  the  Bifhop  of  Bur- 
gosy  and  other  Impediments  which  arofe  from 
the  prefent  Pofture  of  Affairs. 

Some  little  time  after,   'D/ego  de  Orda& 
and  Alonfo  de  Mendoza  arriv'd  at  Sevil,  after 
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a  profperous  Voyage  j  and,  without  difcover- 
ing  themfelves,  or  their  Commiilion,  they 
took  Care  to  be  informed  of  the  State  of  Cor- 
tes's  Affairs,  a  Precaution  which  imported  no 
lefs  than  their  Liberty  5  for  they  underftood,  to 
their  great  Surprize,  that  the  Commillioners 
of  Trade  had  exprefs  Orders  from  the  Bifhop 
of  Burgos,  to  ftop  and  imprifon  any  Perfon 
whatfoever,  who  mould  be  fent  from  New- 
Spain,  and  to  feize  on  the  Gold  and  other 
Merchandize  that  he  fhould  bring  either  on  his 
own  Account,  or  by  way  of  Commiilion. 
Upon  which,  they  only  endeavoured  to  fecurc 
their  Perfons,  and  thought  themfclves  very 
happy  in  preferving  their  Letters  and  Difpatches, 
leaving  the  Prefent  for  the  King,  with  every 
thing  elfe,  in  the  Hands  of  thole  Judges,  and 
to  be  difpos'd  of  at  the  Pieafurc  of  the  Bimop 
of  Burgos. 

They  parted  from  Sevil,  not  without  great 
Apprehcnfion  of  being  difcover'd,  determin- 
ing;, if  poffible,  to  find  out  at  the  Court  either 
Martin  Cortes,  or  his  Son's  two  Agents,  in 
order  to  get  Light  from  their  Informations  how 
to  proceed  5  but  hearing  on  the  Road,  that  they 
were  retired  to  Medellin,  they  went  on  to  that 
Town,  where  their  Arrival  was  welcomed  with 
all  the  Demonftrations  of  Joy,  which  fuch 
wonderful  and  wifha-for  News  could  infpire. 
It  was  debated  among  them,  whether  it  would 
be  proper  to  carry  the  Difpatches  of  Cortes 
immediately  to  the  Cardinal  Regent,  without 
delaying  to  inform   him  of  fuch  important 
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News ;  but  confidcring  the  prefent  Diftur- 
bances  of  the  Kingdom,  they  thought  it  would 
be  to  noPurpofe  to  fpeak  of  diftant  Advantages, 
which  regarded  the  Augmentation,  but  not  the 
Safety  of  the  Monarchy:  Upon  which  they 
refolv'd  to  continue  in  their  Retirement,  till 
Affairs  fliould  take  another  Turn,  and  the  Mi- 
nifters  be  more  atLeifure. 

The  Diforders  of  Cajlile  encrcas'd  every 
Day  5  for  the  Mutineers,  not  content  to  de- 
fend   themfelvcs   in  their  Rebellion,   carried 
their  Infolcncc  fo  far,  as  to  plunder  the  Coun- 
try, and  lay  Siege  to  Towns  which  retained 
their  fidelity  5  the  Forbearance  of  the  Govern- 
ment 'exciting  their  Ambition  to  become  the 
Agsreffors.     At  firft  the  Miniftcrs  thought  to 
bring  them  to  a  Senfe  of  their  Duty  by  gentle 
Means  and  Patience  5  but  the  Diftemper  was 
too  deeply  rooted  to  allow  of  the  flow  Opera- 
tion of  fuch  foft  Remedies,  and  more  efpeci- 
ally  becaufc  the  Rebels  imaguVd  they  had  both 
Force  and   "Jufticc  on  their  Side:  Nor  were 
fome  Ecclefiafticks  wanting,  who,  rcgardlefs 
of  their  Duty,  abufed  the  Pulpit,  by  preaching 
up  Sedition,   confirming  the  People  in  their 
Obftinacy,  and  perfuading  them,  that  to  cor- 
rect the  Diforders  of  the  State,  was  doing  good 
Service  both  to  God  and  the  King.     It  came 
to  that  pais,  that  the  great  Lords  and  Gentle- 
men were  oblig'd  to  take  up  Arms  to  rc-efta- 
blifhthe  Authority  of  Jufticc,  and  to  animate 
thofe  Cities  which    held    for  the  Emperor. 
And  notwithftanding  the  Rebels  had  the  Te- 
merity 


300      The  Hifiory  of  the     Book  V. 

merity  to  bring  an  Army  into  the  Field,  and 
try  their  Strength  with  thofe  whom  they  call'd 
their  Enemies  ;  yet,  after  two  Engagements, 
in  which  they  loft  a  great  Number  of  Men, 
together  with  their  Reputation,  and  after  the 
Execution  of  four  of  the  principal  Authors  of 
the  Sedition,  their  Pride  abated,  and  their 
Forces  difpers'd  5  the  Prudent  and  the  Timo- 
rous both  fecur'd  themfelves  as  well  as  they 
could;  the  Cities  returned  to  their  Obedience, 
the  Tumult  ceas'd,  and  Reafon  refum'd  her 
Place.  In  fhort,  it  was  but  little  more  than  a 
popular  Commotion,  which  begins  and  ends 
with  the  fame  Facility. 

The  Account  which  came  at  that  time  of 
the  Emperor's  Return,  contributed  very  much 
to  reftorc  the  publick  Tranquillity  :  He  gave 
Aflurance  in  his  Letters,  that  he  would  leave 
all  other  Affairs,  to  come  where  his  Prefence 
was  fo  ncceffary.  This  Aflurance  intircly  fet- 
tled every  thing,  and  Martin  Cortes \  judging 
it  a  proper  Time  to  renew  his  Solicitations, 
let  out  immediately  for  the  Court,  with  the 
four  Commiffioners  from  his  Son  5  where, 
after  fomc  fmall  Delays,  they  had  a  particular 
Audience  of  the  Cardinal  Regent.  They  in- 
form'd  him  in  general  how  far  Matters  were 
advanced  towards  the  Ccnqueft  of  Mexico, 
and  referred  him  to  the  Letters  of  Cortes  for 
the  Particulars.  They  gave  him  alfo  an  Ac- 
count of  the  Orders  they  found  at  Sevil,  for 
imprifoning  any  one  who  fhould  come  from 
Cortes >  and  of  the  Seizure  of  the  Prefent  they 
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had  brought  for  the  King.  Upon  this  Occa* 
fion,  they  reprefented  the  Rcafons  they  had 
to  diftruft  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos;  and  laftly, 
defircd  Leave  to  except  againft  him  in  a  legal 
way  as  a  Judge,  offering  to  make  good  the 
Reafons  of  their  Exception,  or  fuffer  the  Pe- 
nalty of  their  Irreverence.  The  Cardinal  heard 
them  with  Attention,  he  fcenYd  touch'd  with 
their  Misfortune,  and  comforted  them  with 
Promifcs  of  a  ipecdy  Difpatch.  He  was  par- 
ticularly dilpleaicd  with  the  Orders  given  at 
Sevil,  and  the  Seizure  of  the  Prcicnt,  as 
being  done  without  his  Knowledge.  Where- 
upon, the  Cardinal  anfwer'd  them,  with  regard 
to  their  Rcqueft  concerning  the  Bifhop,  That 
they  might  take  their  Remedy  againft  him  at 
Law,  after  the  Manner  they  thought  moft 
-proper  5  and  that  he  would  prote  El  them  from 
any  Violence  they  might  have  Reafonto  fear 
in  the  Courfe  of  that  Trocefs:  Which  fuffi- 
cicntly  animated  them  for  the  hazardous  Un- 
dertaking of  engaging  in  a  Suit  with  a  powerful 
Enemy  j  an  Enterprize  in  which  a  Man  is  in  a 
manner  obliged  to  fpeak  in  the  moft  tender 
Terms,  and  where  Fear  is  wont  to  take  off  a 
good  deal  from  the  Force  of  Reafon. 

With  thefe  Encouragements  to  hope  for 
better  Fortune,  they  immediately  cntcr'd  their 
Exception  againft  the  PrefiJeftt  of  the  Council 
of  the  Indies  in  his  own  Court,  delivering 
their  Reafons  in  Writing,  with  ail  the  Temper 
and  Moderation  ncceflary  to  obferve  a  due 
Refpcct.     But  their  Reafons  were  fo  ftrong, 
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and  the  Truth  of  what  they  alledged  fo  well 
known  to  the  other  Judges,  that  they  durft 
not  deny  Juftice  in  an  Affair   of  that  Im- 
portance, and  more  efpecially  on  the  Approach 
of  the  Emperor's  Return,  the  Report  of  which 
wa?  joyfully  received  by  all  who  did  notftand 
in  Fear  of  his  Prefence;  and  not  only  quieted 
the  Minds  of  the  People,  but  occafion'd  his 
Minifters  to  ad  with  Circumfpe&ion.     Bernal 
*Diaz,  del  Caftillo,  and  others  who  have  fol- 
lowed him,  treat  the  Biftiop  too  rigoroufly 
upon  this  Occafion:   'Diaz  relates  what  he 
heard,  and  the  reft  have  copy'd  it  ;    but  the 
Whole  of  what  they  fay  doth  not  feem  credible 
of  fo  venerable  and  accomplifli'd  a  Prelate. 
However,  fome  of  the  Articles  againft  him 
were  certainly  proved  5   as,  his  treating  of  a 
Marriage  between  his  Niece  and  Diego  Ve- 
lafquez,  the  fharpExpreffionsheufedon  feveral 
Occasions  to  the  Envoys  of  Cortes,  whom  he 
treated  as  Rebels  and  Traitors,  when  his  Paf- 
fion  had  got  the  better  of  his  Prudence.  Thcfe 
Proofs,  with  the  Orders  he  had  given  in  Sevil 
to  imprifon  all  Perfons  fent  from  New-Spain, 
which  were  too  publick  to  be  deny'd,  were 
thought  fufficient   to  juftify  the  Recufation. 
After  a  full  Hearing,  and  with  the  Approbation 
of  the  Council  of  State  and  the  Cardinal,  the 
Bifliop  was  abfolutely  forbid  to  interfere  in 
any  Matters  between  Hernan  Cortes  and  'Diego 
Velafquez, ;  his  Orders  were  revoked,  the  Em- 
bargo's at  Sevil  taken  off,  and  the  Importance 
of  the  Undertaking  appear 'd  in  its  true  Light 
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The  hcroick  A&ions  of  Cortes,  which  were 
almoft  obfeured  before  by  the  Sufpicion  of  his 
Fidelity,  were  now  celebrated  with  the  Praifcs 
they  defcrved;  and  the  Cardinal,  by  fcveral 
Decrees,  recommended  the  Difpatch  of  the 
Envoys,  and  was  ib  fincerely  defirous  to  for- 
ward the  Affair,  that  even  after  he  had  received 
the  News  of  his  Exaltation  to  St.  ^Peter's 
Chair,  he  difpatch'd  fome  Orders  favourable 
to  Cortes,  as  he  was  on  the  Road  to  embark : 
Whether  he  was  affe&ed  by  the  juftice  of  his 
Caufc,  or  that  having  his  Mind  poffeffed  with 
the  Cares  of  the  fupremc  Dignity,  he  thought 
it  his  Duty  to  remove  all  Impediments  to  a 
'Conqueft,  that  was  to  prepare  the  Way  for 
the  Introduction  of  the  Gofpcl,  and  facilitate 
the  Convcrfion  of  the  Indians ;  an  Intercft 
of  the  Church  worthy  to  engage  the  very  firft 
Reflections  of  the  Sovereign  Pontiff. 


CHAP.     VIII. 

Concludes   the  Affairs  of  the  precedent 
Chapter. 

THE  new  Pope  Adrian,  the  Sixth  of 
that  Name,  w7as  then  at  Vi£ioria,  whi- 
ther he  went  to  give  the  ncccflary  Orders  for 
relieving  the  Provinces  of  Navarre  and  Gui- 
jmfcoa,  whofe  Frontiers  the  French  had  ravaged, 
in  order  to  foment  the  Difturbances  of  Caftile  : 
But  the  Affairs  of  Italy,  and  repeated  Letters 
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from  Rome,  obliged  him  to  begin  his  Jour- 
ney, leaving  every  thing  under  his  charge  in 
the  beft  Pofture  he  could.  Soon  after,  the 
Emperor  arrived  on  the  Coaft  of  Bifcay,  and 
landing  at  the  Port  of  Santander,  found  his 
Kingdoms  almoft  recovered  of  the  domeftick 
Evils  they  had  laboured  under.  The  Storm 
was  over,  but  the  hollow  Noife  of  the  yet 
working  Sea  continued,  as  it  is  wont  to  do, 
for  fome  time  after  a  Tempeft,  before  a  fet- 
tled Calm.  He  thought  therefore,  that  to 
chaftife  fome  ot  the  Seditious  (excepted  out 
of  the  general  Pardon)  would  be  neceffary 
for  the  re-eflablifhing  of  Peace  and  |uftice. 
He  alfo  found  fome  Remainders  of  another 
Evil  which  Spain  had  fuffered  during  his  Ab- 
fence ;  for  the  French  had  unexpectedly  feiz'd 
upon  the  Kingdom  of  Navarre:  and  though 
they  were  beaten  out,  after  lofing  a  Battle, 
together  with  their  Reputation,  and  ill-gotten 
Booty,  yet  were  ftill  in  Pofleffion  of  Fonta- 
rabiai  and  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  re- 
take this  Place,  into  which  the  Enemy  were 
preparing  to  throw  a  powerful  Reinforcement. 
But  notwithftanding  thefe  Affairs,  and  others  at 
the  fame  time  in  Italy,  Flanders,  and  Ger- 
many, he  found  Time  for  thofe  of  New-Spain, 
to  which  he  always  had  a  very  particular  At- 
tention :  He  gave  another  Audience  to  the  En- 
voys of  Cortes-,  and  tho'  thofe  of  'Diego  Ve- 
lafquez  at  the  fame  time  prefented  their  Rc- 
qucft,  yet,  as  he  had  been  well  informed  of 
the  Cafe  on  both  fides  by  Letters  from  the 
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Pope,  he,  by  a  new  Sentence,  confirmed  the 
Recufation  of  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos,  and  ap- 
pointed Commiffaries  to  determine  finally  upon 
this  Affair,  viz.  the  great  Chancellor  of  Ar- 
ragon,  Mer curio  de  Catinara  j    Hernando  de 
Vega,  Lord  of  Graial,  and  Great  Commander 
of  Caftile\  Doctor  Lorenzo  Galindez  of  Ca- 
ravajals  the  Licentiate  Francifco  de  Vargas, 
Counfellor  of  State,    and  Chamberlain  to  the 
Kingj   and  Monficur  de  la  Rofe,  the  Flemijh 
Minifter :  Monficur  de  la  Chau ,  whom  T^iaz 
;  and  Herrerd  have  added  to  this  Commifiion, 
1  could  not  poilibly  be  one  of  the  Number,  be- 
ling  dead  fome  Years  before  in  Saragoffa?  and 
the  Poft  of  Grand  Chancellor,   vacant  by  his 
'Death,  being  poffefled  by  Mer  curio  de  Cati- 
nara.    The  Ele&ion  of  Perfons  fo  well  qua- 
lified,  fhewed  the  Juftice  of  his  Majefty's  In- 
tentions :    For  the  Kingdom  did  not  afford 
Men  in  whom  the  Emperor  repofed  more 
Confidence;   nor  were  any  to  be  found,  in 
whom  Learning,  Prudence,    and  Equity  ap- 
peared in  a  more  eminent  degree. 

The  firft  Thing  the  Council  did,  was  to  look 
over  the  Memorials  drawn  from  Letters  and 
Relations  produced  at  the  Trial;  but  there 
they  were  fo  embaraflcd  by  contradi&oty  Ac- 
counts, that  they  thought  it  neceflary  to  or- 
der the  Agents  on  both  Sides  to  explain  them- 
lelvcs,  viva  voce,  in  the  next  Meeting  5  for 
they  were  all  defirous  to  dilpatch  this  Affair, 
and  examine  ftriclly  into  the  Accufations 
brought  by  the  Parties  againft  each  other,  and 
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into  the  Strength  of  their  refpeftive  Argu- 
ments, that  fo  they  might  come  to  the  Know- 
ledge of  the  Truth,  without  tying  themfelves 
up  to  Forms  of  Law,  which  generally  do  but 
perplex  a  Caufe,  and  are  fo  many  Obftacles  to 
Juftice. 

The  next  Day  the  Agents  appeared  before 
the  Council  with  their  Advocates  ;  and,  among 
thofe  for  'Diego  Velafquez,  Andres  de  T)u- 
ero  fignalized  himielf :  but  People  were  the 
Ids  furprized  to  fee  him  unfaithful  to  his 
Friend,  knowing  he  had  been  fo  firft  to  his 
Matter.  The  Memorials  were  read,  and  the 
Parties  at  the  fame  time  were  examined,  in 
order  to  difcover  how  they  juftified  themfelves 
from  their  refpective  Accufations,  and  made 
good  their  Complaints.  From  their  Anfwers, 
the  Judges  drew  what  was  fufficicnt  to  decide 
t^c  Affair :  And,  after  fome  few  Days  Hear- 
ings, the  Court  unanimoufly  agreed,  That  it 
VL'as  not  reafonable  for  Diego  Velafquez  to 
appropriate  to  himfelfthe  Advantages  of  the 
Conquefi  of  New- Spain,  without  a  better 
Title  than  that  of  having  expended  fome 
Money  in  the  Preparations  for  that  Enter- 
prize ',  aud  naming  Cortes  for  Commander : 
That  he  could  only  have  his  Action  for  vuhat 
he  had  laid  out,  making  it  appear  to  be  from 
his  own  proper  Stock,  and  not  any  of  the  Ef- 
fects belonging  to  the  King  in  his  Govern- 
ment:  That  the  Nomination  of  Cortes  af- 
forded him  no  pretence  either  to  the  Honour 
or  Advantage  of  the  Conqueft  5  for,  bejides 
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that  he  gave  him  the  CommiJJion  without  the 
Authority  of  the  Minijiers  of  the  Royal  Au- 
dience y  whofe  Orders  he  jhoidd  have  receivd, 
or  fo  much  as  acquainting  them  with  it,  he 
loft  thofe  Prerogatives  the  'Day  that  he  re- 
voked it>  and  could  have  no  Right  to  fay, 
That  the  Conqueft  was  made  by  his  Order, 
Cortes  being  by  that  Revocation  left  free  to 
aft  as  hepould  judge  mo  (I  advantageous  for 
the  Service  of  the  King,  with  the  Troops  and 
Veffels  which,  for  the  moft  part,  he  had 
raffed  and  equipped  at  his  own  Expence,  and 
that  of  his  Friends. 

And  tho'  the  judges  were  alfo  very  fenfi- 
ble,  that  the  Conduct  of  Cortes  was  not,   ia 
the  Beginning  of  this  Enterprize,    altogether 
fo  regular   as  it  fhould  have  been,  yet  they 
thought  fomething  was  to  be  allowed  to  his 
•juft  Indignation,  and  much  more  to  its  admi- 
rable Effects :  A  Conqueft  fo  wonderful,  and 
of  fo   great  Importance,   the  Difficulties  of 
which  had  only  ferved   to  manifeft   his  in- 
comparable Valour,  and,  above  all,  his  Fide- 
lity, and  inviolable  Attachment  to  his  Duty ! 
For  which  Reafon,   they  judged  him  worthy 
to  be  continued  in  the  Command  of  what 
-he  had  conquered,  and  to  be  encouraged  and 
-fupported  in  an  Undertaking  already  fo  far 
advanced :  And,   laftly,  they  cenfured  Diego 
Velafquez,  as  a  Perfon   who  had  (hewed   a 
-very    ungovernable    Ambition,    in   afpiring, 
with  fo  little  Reafon,  to  ufurp  the  Glory  and 
Advantage  of  the  Actions  of  another  5  and  as 
X  2  having 
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having  been  guilty  of  a  Rafhnefs  which  deferv'd 
a  very  fevere  Reprimand,  in  fending  an  Army 
againft  Hernan  Cortes,  without  confidcring 
the  Confequences  which  might  have  attended 
fuch  violent  Proceedings,  or  regarding  the 
Orders  he  had  received  to  the  contrary  from 
the  Minifters  of  the  Royal  Audience  of  Saint 
'Dom'mgo. 

These  Conclufions  were  laid  before  the 
Emperor,  which  being  approved  by  his  Ma- 
jefty,  Sentence  was  pronounced,  declaring 
Hernan  Cortes  to  be  a  good  Minifler,  and 
faithful  Subject;  honouring  with  the  like  Ap- 
probation the  Officers  and  Soldiers  under  his 
Command  5  impofing  perpetual  Silence  on 
^JDiego  VelafqueZy  on  the  Subjcdt  of  any  Pre- 
tenfions  to  the  Conqueft  of  New  Spain-,  and 
ftri&ly  commanding  him,-  on  pain  of  fevere 
Punifhmcnt,  not  to  raife  the  leaft  Obftacle 
to  that  Affair,  either  dirc&ly  or  indircdly, 
with  a  Rclervation  for  any  Demand  he  mighti 
have  on  account  of  Moneys  by  him  expended 
in  the  Armament  of  the  Veflels,  which  he  was 
to  make  out  his  Claim  to,  and  fue  for  in  the 
ordinary  way  of  Juftice.  And  thus  did  this 
Affair  end,  the  judges  referring  the  Honours 
defign'd  for  Cortes,  the  reprimanding  of  l^e- 
lafqueZy  and  other  Conclufions  of  the  Coun- 
cil, to  the  Diipatchcs  that  were  to  be  fent  in 
the  Name  of  the  Emperor. 

Some  are  of  the  Opinion,  that  this  Judg-I 
ment  was  framed  rather  according  to  Reafons, 
of  State,  than  the  Rigour  of  Juftice:  It  is  not 

my 


. 


Book  V.    Conquefl  of  Mexico.      309 

my  Bufinefs  to  examine  the  Right  of  the  pre- 
tending Parties  5    I  have  fhewn  the  Motives 
and  Confiderations   upon   which   the  Judges 
pronounced  Sentence,  and  I  am  not  infenfible, 
that  in  the  firft  Steps  of  Cortes  there  is  Occa- 
sion for  a  favourable  Interpretation  5    but  at 
the  fame  time  it  cannot  be  deny'd,  that  his 
Title   to  the  Conqueft  was  as  good    as  the 
Emperors  to  the  Country  conquered.     Upon 
which  Consideration,  the  Judges  might  very 
well  proceed  as  a  Court  of  Equity,  by  taking 
this  Affair  out  of  the  common  Road,  and 
moderating  the  Rigour  of  Juftice:  To  which 
they  were  the  more  induced  by  the  Weaknefs 
of  Velafquez's  Arguments,  his  violent  Pro- 
ceedings, and  Difrefpeft  to  the  Royal  Autho- 
rity.   It  is  faid  he  lived  but  a  little  while  after- 
lie  received  the  Emperor's  Reprimand,    the 
very  Words  of  Kings  having  the  Power  to 
reward  and  punifh.     We  muft  not  refufe  to 
1)?ego  Velafquez  the  juft  Praifes  he  defer ved, 
on  account  of  his  Quality,  Capacity,  and  Cou- 
rage, of  which  he  had  given  ilgnal  Proofs  in 
the  Conqueft  of  Cuba ;  but  upon  this  Occafion 
he  was  miferably  miftaken  in  the  Beginning, 
and,  by  the  Ufe  of  improper  Means,  fell  fhort 
of  the  End  he  propofed  $  and,  finally,  his  Im- 
patience haftened  his  death.     His  firft  Fault 
was  Diftruft,   a  Vice  which,    like  Excels  of 
Fear,  produces  Rafhnefs  5  the  fecond  was  An- 
ger, which  does  more  than  make  Men  irra- 
tionals for  it  makes  them  Enemies  to  Reafon : 

X  3  and 
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and  the  third  was  Envy,  which,  in  mean  Spi- 
rits, fupplies  the  Place  of  Anger. 

The  next  Thing  taken  into  Confederation, 
was  the  Affiftance  to  be  given   Cortes,   the 
Care  of  which  the  Emperor  referred  to  the 
fame   Council:     He  gave  a  very  favourable 
Audience  to  his  Agents,    and  feemed  well 
pkafed,    that  juftice  had   declared  on   their 
Side :  He  beftowed  feveral  Marks  of  his  Favour 
upon  Martin  Cortes,  on  account  of  his  Son's 
Merit,  whom  he  promifed  to  reward  accord- 
ing to  the  Greatnefs  of  his  Service.     Several 
Regulars  were  named  for  the  Converfion  of 
the  Indians,  the  firft  Care  of  the  Emperor, 
who  was  always  more  zealous   for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Religion,  than  for  the  Augmen- 
tation of  his  Empire.     He  ordered  a  confide- 
rable  Number  of  Arms  and  Horfes  to  be  em- 
barked in  the   firft  Fleet;    and,   confidering 
how  much  it  imported  to  ufe  the  utmoft  Dif- 
patch  at  a  time  when  Hernan  Cortes  was  en- 
gaged in  War,  and  not  without  great  Sufpi- 
cion  of  his  Rivals,  he  commanded  the  Orders 
to  be  immediately  drawn,  and  fent  by  feveral 
Letters. 

One  was  directed  to  the  Governors  and 
Royal  Audience  of  Saint  'Domingo,  fignifying 
to  them  his  Refolution,  with  Orders  to  affift 
Cortes  to  the  utmoft  of  their  Power,  and  re- 
move all  Impediments  to  his  Conqueft.  Ano- 
there  was  to  "Diego  Velafquez,  ftri&ly  injoin- 
ifcg  him  to  defift  from  further  interfering  in 
that  Enterprize,   and  feverely  cenfuring   his 

violent 
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violent  Proceedings.  There  was  another  to 
Francifco  de  Gar 'ay ,  blaming  him  for  at- 
tempting any  thing  on  New-Spain,  and  for- 
bidding him  to  continue  that  Defign.  The 
laft  was  direfred  to  Hernan  Cortes,  and 
abounded  in  thofe  Marks  of  Honour  and  Fa- 
vour which  Kings  beftow  on  thofe  from  whom 
they  have  received  extraordinary  Services, 
when  they  do  not  difdain  to  own  the  Obliga- 
tion. The  Emperor  in  this  Letter  did  not 
only  approve  the  pad  Aftions  of  Cortes,  but 
withal  his  prefent  Defign,  and  the  Difpofition 
he  had  made  for  re-taking  the  City  of  Me- 
xico. He  let  him  know  how  ienfible  he  was 
of  his  Valour  and  Conftancv,  not  forgetting 
to  take  Notice  of  the  Prudence  and  Addrcfs 
with  which  he  had  managed  both  his  own 
Troops,  and  thofe  of  his  Confederates.  His 
Majefty  alfo  informed  him  of  the  Orders  he 
had  given  to  fecure  him  from  his  Rivals,  and 
of  the  Commiflion  he  had  fent  him  to  be 
Governor  and  Captain-General  of  that  Coun- 
try. He  affured  him  at  the  fame  time  of  more 
folid  Proofs  of  his  Acknowledgment,  and 
made  particular  and  honourable  mention  of 
the  Captains  and  Soldiers  who  had  ferved  un- 
der him.  He  recommended  to  him  in  a  mod 
prefling  Manner  to  treat  the  Indians  well, 
and  to  take  care  to  have  them  inftru&ed  in 
the  Chriftian  Religion,  confidering  them  as  a 
Soil  capable  of  being  cultivated  by  the  Gofpcl : 
He  laftly  gave  him  Hopes  of  fpecdy  Succour 
and  Afiiftancc,  referring  to  his  Valour  and  Fi- 

X  4  delity 
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delity  the  final  Accomplifhment  of  fo  great  a 
Work.  A  Letter  which  will  for  ever  honour 
the  illuftrious  Pofterity  of  Cortes !  and  fuch  a 
one  as  would  not  only  give  Nobility,  where 
it  is  wanting,  but  a  Luftre  to  Families  of  the 
nobleft  Defcent. 

These  Difpatches  were  all  figned  by  the 
Emperor  in  Valladolid,  the  2 2d  oiO£tober% 
1 522.  and  immediately  fent  away  with  two 
of  the  Envoys  of  Cortes,  the  other  two  re- 
maining behind  to  folicit  Succours ,  and  re- 
ceive Inftru&ions  that  were  framing  for  the 
civil  and  military  Government  of  the  new- 
conquered  Country. 

Tho*  we  have  a  little  interrupted  our  Ac- 
count of  the  Exploits  of  Cortes \  we  thought 
it  neceffary  to  purfue  this  Affair  to  the  Con- 
clufion,  that  we  might  not  leave  it  unfinifhed 
in  fuch  manner  as  fhould  oblige  us  to  make 
another  Digrefiion :  A  Liberty  riot  only  taken 
by  Hiftorians,  but  Annalifts,  who  tie  them- 
felves  up  more  ftricrly  to  Time ;  as  we  find 
it  pra&ifed  in  Cornelius  Tacitus,  who,  in 
the  Empire  of  Claudius,  introduces  and  con- 
cludes the  Wars  of  Britain,  under  the  two 
Vice-Pretors,  OJforius  and  T)idius,  judging  it 
lefs  inconvenient  to  break  through  the  Series 
of  Years,  than  the  Connexion  of  important 
Events* 
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CHAP.    XI. 

Cortes  receives  a  new  Succour  of  Men  and 
Ammunition  :  He  mujlers  his  Spanifh 
Troops  s  and  the  Confederates  do  the  like, 
after  his  Example :  He  publijhes  certain 
military  Orders^  and  begins  his  March, 
with  a  *Defign  to  pojfefs  himfelf  of  Tc- 
zeuco. 

IT  was  now  about  the  End  of  the  Year 
1 520,  when  Cortes  refolved  to  march  with 
his  whole  Army  into  the  Enemy's  Country, 
and  to  make  the  laft  Difpofitions  for  his  grand 
Enterprize.  He  had  received,  fome  few  Days 
before,  a  Succour  of  Men,  whom  good  For- 
tune threw  in  his  way  5  for  the  Governor  of 
Vera-Cruz  gave  him  Notice,  that  a  Merchant- 
Man  from  the  Canaries  was  anchored  there, 
with  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  Fire- Arms  and 
Powder,  and  other  warlike  Provifions,  three 
Horfes,  and  fome  Paflcngers,  who  came  thither 
purpofely  to  fell  their  Merchandize  to  the  Spa- 
niards, who  were  engaged  in  that  Conqucft. 

At  that  time  all  Sorts  of  Goods  fold  at  an 
exceflive  Price  in  the  Indies,  and  the  Hopes 
of  Gain  had  quite  overcome  all  Fear  of  fo 
diftant  and  dangerous  a  Commerce.  Up- 
on this  Adyice,  Cortes,  defirous  to  make 
Advantage  of  the  Opportunity,  immediately 
fent  a  Commiffary  to  Vera-Cruz,  with  Bars 
of  Gold  and  Silver,  under  a  fufficient  Guard  > 

and 
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and  the  Governor  was  ordered  to  buy  the 
Arms  and  Ammunition  as  cheap  as  he  could. 
The  Governor  managed  the  Matter  with  fa 
much  Dexterity,  and  rais'd-fuch  an  Opinion 
of  the  Undertaking  in  which  his  General  was 
engaged,  that  not  only  the  Merchants  fold 
what  they  had  brought  at  a  reafonable  Rate, 
but  the  Captain  of  the  Veflel,  with  the  Matter, 
and  thirteen  Spanifh  Sgldiers,  who  came  to 
feek  their  Fortunes  in  the  Indies,  went  with 
the  Commiflary  to  the  Camp,  and  joined  the 
Army.  This  Notion  of  making  Fortunes  in 
the  Indies,  was  very  prevalent  at  that  time, 
and  (till  fubfifts  among  fome  who  are  eager  to 
enrich  themfelves  that  Way  ;  the  Deftru&ion 
of  thofe  who  have  been  deceived,  not  in  the 
leaft  difcouradns  the  Avarice  of  others. 

With  this  Reinforcement,  and  fome  others 
which  Hernan  Cortes  had  received  beyond 
all  Expectation,  he  refolved  to  haften  the 
March  of  his  Army  5  and  indeed  he  could 
not  now  delay  it  any  longer,  or  ftay  for  the 
fihifiiirig  of  the  Brigantines  5  for  the  Troops 
of  the  Republick,  with  thofe  of  their  Allies, 
were  daily  arriving,  and,  from  their  Inadion, 
he  might  reafonably  apprehend  fome  Incon- 
veniencies. 

He  aifembled  his  Captains,  to  deliberate 
upon  what  would  be  moft  proper  for  them  to 
undertake  with  the  Forces  they  had,  for  the 
Service  of  the  grand  Defign,  till  fuch  time  as 
they  fhould  be  joined  by  all  the  reft  of  the 
Troops,  and  were  in  a  Condition  to  attempt 

the 
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the  Recovery  of  Mexico :  And  after  a  long 
Debate  upon  Variety  of  Opinions,  they  rcfolv'd 
to  march   diredly  to  Tezeuco,    and,    in  alL 
Events,  to  fcize  that  City  ;  which  being  fili- 
ated in  the  Road  from  Tlafcala,  and  almoft  on 
the  Borders  of  the  Lake,  feem'd  very  proper 
for  a  Place  of  Arms :  It  was  a  Poft  which  they 
could  fortify  and  maintain,    and  where  they 
might  eafily  receive  the  Reinforcements  they 
expefted,  and  make  Inroads  from  it  into  the 
Enemy's  Country  :    Moreover,  it  was  a  furc 
Retreat  at  a  reafonable  Diftance  from  Mexico, 
to  fheltcr  them  from  the  Accidents  of  War. 
It  was  alfo  judged,  that  the  Troops  which  were 
already  arriv'd,  were  a  Number  fufficicnt  for 
that  Dcfign  5  and  tho'  the  Canals,   by  which 
the  Waters  of  the  Lake  had  a  Communication 
with  the  City,  feem'd  too  narrow  for  the  Paf- 
fage  of  the  Brigantincs,  they  rcfolv'd  to  con- 
fidcr  more  at  Leifure  of  that  Difficulty  after- 
wards, and  to  begin  their  March  without  any 
farther  Delay. 

The  Day  after  this  Refolution,  Cortes  muf- 
ter'd  his  Spaniards ',  and  found  them  five  hun- 
dred and  forty  Foot,  and  forty  Horfe,  with  nine 
Pieces  of  Artillery,  brought  on  Shore  from  the 
Veffels.  This  Parade  was  order'd  in  Sight  of 
an  innumerable  Concourfc  of  People,  and  had 
the  Air  of  a  general  Review,  by  drawing  the 
Attention  of  the  Spectators  from  the  number- 
ing of  the  Men,  to  the  Pomp  of  the  Shew,  in 
which  nothing  was  omitted  that  ferv'd  for 
Qftcntation  5  as,  the  Finery  of  the  Soldiers,  Fly- 
ing 
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ing  of  Colours,  Management  of  Horfes,  and 
the  handling  of  their  Arms,  when  they  pre- 
pared to  falute  the  General ;  and  all  was  per- 
formed with  fo  much  Gallantry  and  Decorum, 
that  the  Multitude  exprefs'd  their  Satisfa&ion 
by  repeated  Acclamations :   And  the  Indian 
Soldiers  were  inftru&ed  by  their  Example.    For 
Xicotencal,  who  was  General  of  the  Repub- 
lick,  would  needs  mufter  his  Troops,  not  that 
this  Method  was  ever  pra&is'd  by  the  Tlafca* 
lans,  but  only  to  make  his  Court  to  Cortes,  by 
imitating  the  Spaniards  $  and  firft  pafs'd  the 
Drums  and  Trumpets,  with  the  reft  of  their 
warlike  Inftruments,   then  the  Captains,   in 
Files,  gaily  adorn'd,  with  large  Plumes  of  va- 
rious Colours,   and  Jewels  hanging  at  their 
Ears  and  Lips  5  they  carried  their  Macanas,  or 
two-handed  Swords,  under  the  Left  Arm,  with 
their  Points  upward  >  and  every  one  had  a  Page, 
bearing  his  Shield,  on  which  were  different 
Figures,  expreffing  their  own  Exploits,  and  the 
Defeat  of  their  Enemies ;  after  their  manner, 
they  complimented  the  two  Generals,  and  then 
the  Troops  march'd  by  in  different  Bodies, 
diftinguifhed  by  the  Colour  of  their  Plumes, 
and  by  their  Enfigns  5  namely,  the  Figures  of 
feveral  Animals,  which  hanging  at  the  End  of 
their  Pikes,  ferv'd  inftead  of  Colours :   The 
whole  Army  confided  of  ten  thoufand  chofen 
Men  5  for  tho'  the  Republick  had  provided  a 
much  greater  Number,   yet  the  reft  of  their 
Levies  were  left  to  aflift  in  conducing  the 
Brigantines,  the  Security  of  which  was  of  fo 

much 
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much  Confequence,  that  the  Senate  took  the 
engaging  their  Troops  that  way  as  a  Favour, 
which  might  have  been  refented  as  a  Slight. 

Antonio  de  Herrera  will  have  it, 
that  the  Tlafcalans  mufter'd  eighty  thoufand 
Men,  in  which  he  differs  from  Bernal  T)iaz;y 
and  other  Authors,  unlefs  he  included  the 
Troops  of  Cholula  and  Guaxocingo,  which 
were  encamped  without  the  Town  ;  for  there 
is  no  Doubt  but  Hernan  Cortes  march'd  out  of 
Tlafcala  with  above  ftxty  thoufand  Men,  not 
reckoning  thofc  who  joined  him  on  his  March, 
or  at  the  Place  of  Rendezvous,  which  were  fo 
numerous,  that  during  the  Siege  of  Mexico, 
he  had  under  his  Command  above  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  Men ;  and  what  renders  this  the 
more  remarkable,  is,  that  we  have  not  been 
told  of  any  Want  they  had  of  Provifions,  or 
of  the  lead  Difcord  among  fo  many  different 
Nations,  of  any  Confufion  in  the  giving  of  Or- 
ders, or  of  any  Want  of  Exa&ncfs  in  obeying 
them.  Much,  indeed,  was  owing  to  the  great 
Capacity  and  extraordinary  Prudence  of  Cortes, 
but  this  Work  could  not  be  wholly  his.  It 
pleas'd  God  to  reduce  this  Empire  to  his  holy 
Law,  and  making  ufe  of  him  as  an  Inftru- 
ment,  he  facilitated  the  Means  which  condue'd 
to  that  End,  difpofmg  the  Minds  of  Men  for 
thofe  Events  which  He  had  prc-ordain'd. 

Cortes  immediately  publifh'd  fomc  Or- 
dinances which  he  had  form'd  at  his  lcifurc 
Hours,  to  prevent  thofc  Inconvcnicncies  in 
War,  by  which  it  is  wont  to  hazard,  or  loie 

its 
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its  Character  of  being  juft.  He  order'd  there- 
fore, upon  pain  of  Death,  That  no  Man 
fiould  pre  fume  to  draw  his  Sword  againjl 
..another,  either  in  Quarters,  or  upon  the 
March  5  That  no  Spaniard  fiould  abufe  a  con- 
federate Indian,  either  by .  Word  or  Action  % 
That  no  one  fhould  force,  or  otherwife  abufe 
a  Woman,  tho  belonging  to  the  Enemy  ->  That 
no  one  fiould  leave  the  Army,  to  go  and 
plunder  the  Villages,  without  Leave,  and  a 
Number  fufficient  to  execute  the  Undertake- 
ing ;  and,  That  they  fiould  not  play  away 
their  Arms  and  Horfes  s  in  which  Article, 
their  "Difcipline  had  been  a  little  too  remifs. 
And  he  particularly  prohibited,  on  pain  of 
Infamy  and  Degradation,  all  Swearing,  Blaf- 
phemy,  and  other  Abufes,  which  are  generally 
introduced,  as  allowable,  under  the  Title  of 
Military  Licence. 

The  fame  Ordinances  were  fignify'd  to  the 
Commanders  of  the  Indian  Troops  ;  and  Cor- 
tes himfelf  was  prefent  when  they  were  inter- 
preted to  them  by  Aguilar  and  "Donna  Ma- 
rina, in  order  to  make  them  underftand,  that 
the  Penalties  regarded  ail  without  Exception, 
and  that  the  leaft  of  their  ExcefTes  would  be 
punifh'd  with  the  utmoft  Rigour.  This  quick- 
ly went  from  the  Tlafcalans  to  the  other  Na- 
tions, and  had  fo  good  an  EfFed,  that  from 
that  Moment  there  appear'd  more  Regularity 
in  the  Indians  than  before;  tho'  during  the 
March,  Cortes  was  obligd  to  wink  at  fome 
things,   and  make  Allowance  for  their  Bar- 
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barifm,  and  the  Prevalency  of  Cuftom  5  but  after 
the  Punifhment  of  two  or  three,  the  reft  were 
reducd  to  better  Difcipline  :  and  the  Fear  of 
being  chaftiz'd,  joined  with  the  Care  they  took 
to  conceal  their  Crimes,  pafs'd  for  a  fort  of 
Reparation  to  the  Juftice  of  the  General. 

Upon  the  Day  of  the  March,  which  was 
the  Feaft  of  the  Innocents,  after  Father  Bar- 
tolome  de  Olmedo  had  fold  Mafs,  and  addreiVd 
himfclf  to  God  in  a  particular  Prayer  for  the 
good  Succefs  of  the  Expedition,  Hernan  Cor- 
tes commanded  the  Indians  to  form  them- 
felves  into  grofs  Battalions,  and  after  they 
were  rang'd  in  Order  of  Battle,  hemarch'dout 
of  the  Village  at  the  Head  of  the  Spaniards  $ 
and  by  their  Example,  fhew'd  the  Indians  how 
to  double  their  Files,  with  all  the  Leifure 
which  that  Movement  requires,  their  over- 
much Hafte  in  beginning  an  Engagement  ge- 
nerally bringing  them  into  Confufion,  and  be- 
ing one  of  their  greateft  Miftakes  in  War. 

After  this,  he  caird  together  the  principal 
Commanders  of  the  fevcral  Nations,  and,  by 
the  Help  of  the  Interpreters,  made  them  a  fhort 
Exhortation :  He  recommended  to  them,  to 
animate  their  Men,  by  convincing  them,  that 
theprefent  Undertaking  concern  d  their  com- 
mon  Inter cfiy  as  being  to  fight  for  their  own 
Liberty,  and  that  of  their  Country ;  to  fe?id 
all  bach  who  were  not  billing  to  flay  3  to 
take  very  particular  Care  to  punijb  the  Breach 
of  Orders ;  and  above  all,  to  lay  before  them 
the  Obligation  they  were  under  of  following 

the 
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the  Example  of  their  Friends  the  Spaniards, 
both  in  their  Attions  of  Valour,  and  in  their 
Moderation, 

They  went  to  put  his  Orders  in  Execution, 
and  he  return'd  to  the  Head  of  his  own  Men > 
who,  by  their  Silence,  fhew'd  that  they  were 
prepar'd  to  hear  him :  1  do  not  pretend,  my 
Friends  and  Companions,  (faid  he)  to  make 
you  fenfible  by  vain  Exaggerations  of  the 
Obligations  you  lie  under  to  a£l  in  this  Ex- 
pedition like  Spaniards  ;  i"  have  already  had 
fufficient  T  roofs  of  your  Courage,  and  have 
even  envfd  the  Gallantry  of  your  Affions. 
What  I  am  now  to  reco?n?nend  to  you,  is 
rather  under  the  Character  of  your  Compa- 
nion than  your  General,  that  we  jhould  all, 
with  equal  Care,  confider  this  great  Multi- 
tude of  Indians,  who  follow  us,  and  who  re- 
gard our  Caufe  as  their  own  j  which  lays  us 
under  two  Obligations,  both  worthy  of  our 
particular  Attention.     The  fir  ft  is,  to  behave 
towards  them  as  Friends,  and  even  to  bear 
with  them,  if  it  be  neceffary,  as  Creatures 
of  an  inferior  'Degree  of  Reafon  -,  and  the 
other  is,  to  give  them  an  Example  by  our 
AElions.   Tou  are  fenfible  of  the  Orders  which 
have  been  publifi'd  to  all,  and  the  leaft  Of- 
fence againft  them,  among  ft  you,  will  be  ag- 
gravated by  the  Addition  of  Jetting  a  bad 
Example ;  every  one  mufl  confider  the  Influ- 
ence his  Tranfgrejfions  may  have,  or  eye  I 
jhall  be  obligd  to  confider  the  important  In- 
fluence of  their  due  ^Puniftment.     I  Jhall  be  ex- 
tremely 
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tremely  concern  d,  to  find  myfelf  neceffitated 
to  proceed  with  Rigour  againjl  the  Man  of 
leaf  Account  amongft  you :  but  this  Concern 
will  be  unavoidable  5  for  I  am  refolvd  to  be 
jujl,  as  well  as  patient.  Tou  are  allfenjible 
of  the  great  Undertaking  we  have  in  hand ; 
'tis  no  lefs  than  the^  Conquejl  of  an  Empire 
for  our  King,  and  will  be  an  AEiion  worthy 
to  be  recorded  in  Hijlory.  The  Forces  we 
already  have,  with  thofe  who  are  yet  to  join 
us,  will  be  proportion  d  to  this  heroick  ^De- 
Jign  5  and  God,  whofe  Caufe  we  defend,  and 
who  has  hitherto  miraculoufly  fupported  usy 
will  go  along  with  us  5  nor  is  it  pojjlble  to 
fuppofe,  He  will  abandon  an  Enterprize,  in 
which  He  hath  fo  often  declafd  Himjelfour 
Leader.  Let  us  then  follow  Him,  and  not 
difpleaje  him.  And  repeating  again,  Let  us 
then  follow  Him,  and  not  difpleafe  Him,  he 
ended  his  Speech,  and  gave  Orders  for  the 
March,  with  the  Acclamations  of  his  People  > 
taking  for  good  Prognofticks,  the  Satisfaction, 
with  which  the  Soldiers  follow'd  him,  the  ex- 
traordinary Accident  by  which  the  Number  of 
his  Spaniards  was  augmented,  and  the  hearty 
Difpofition  of  his  Confederates.  He  confi- 
der'd  all  thefe  together  as  a  happy  Prefage  of 
Succefs,  not  that  he  made  much  Account  of 
fuch  Obfervations  5  but  the  Underftanding  fome- 
times  relaxes  itfelf,  that  Hope  may  be  diverted 
with  the  Dreams  of  the  Imagination. 


Vol.  II.  Y  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    X. 

The  Army  marches,  and overcomes  fome  T)if 
fictdties.  The  King  of  Tezeuco  fends  an 
artful  Embaffy  to  Cortes  ;  he  returns  an 
An  fiver  of  the  fame  kind,  and  thereby 
gains  Admittance  into  the  City  without  Re- 
Jiftance. 

THE  Army  march'd  that  Day  fix  Leagues, 
and,  at  Sun-fet,  took  up  their  Quarters 
m  a  Place  call'd  Tezmeluca,  which,  in  the 
Language  of  the  Country,  fignify'd  a  Grove  of 
Oaks.  It  was  a  confiderable  Town  fituatc  on 
the  Mexican  Confines,  and  in  the  Jurifdi&ion 
of  Guaxocingoy  whole  Cazique  took  Care  to 
provide  diffidently  for  all  the  Troops,  and  a 
particular  Regale  for  the  Spaniards.  The  Day 
following,  they  continued  their  March  in  the 
Enemy's  Country  with  all  neceflary  Precau- 
tions. They  received  Advice,  that  the  Mexi- 
cans were  aflembled  on  the  other  Side  of  a 
Mountain,  whole  Woods  and  Rocks  render Jd 
the  Pafiage  to  the  Road  of  Tezeuco  very  dif- 
ficult 5  and  becaufe  they  came  not  to  that  Place 
till  towards  Evening,  and  it  was  not  advifable 
to  march  thro'  fuch  broken  mountainous 
Ground,  when  Night  was  approaching,  the 
-Army  made  a  Halt,  and  lodg'd  themfelves  as 
well  as  they  could,  making  great  Fires,  which 
were  fcarce  fufficient  to  preferve  them  from 
the  intemperate  Cold. 

Early 


Boole  V.     Conquejl  of  Mexico]      g  2  f 

Early  in  the  Morning  they  began  to  mount 
the  Hill,  and  penetrate  the  Woods,  keeping 
pace  with  the  Artillery  5  but  they  had  not 
march'd  much  above  a  League,  when  the  Van- 
guard return'd  with  an  Account,  that  the 
Enemy  had  ftopp'd  up  the  Way  with  Trees  laid 
acrofs,  and  fharp  Stakes,  which  they  had  fix'd 
in  the  loofe  Sands  to  wound  the  Horfcs ;  up- 
on which  Hernan  Cortes,  who  never  loft  any 
Opportunity  of  encouraging  his  Men,  faid  to 
the  Spaniards  aloud,  Thefe  valiant  People 
dorit  feem  very  defirotis  to  meet  us,  fince  they 
take  Jo  much  Tains  to  flop  up  the  Way  to 
them:  And  without  the  leaft  Delay,  hcorder'd 
Two  thoufand  Tlafcalans  to  join  the  Van- 
guard, and  clear  the  Road  of  all  Impediments  5 
which  they  executed  with  fo  much  Expedi- 
tion, that  the  Rear  of  the  Army  fcarce  feem'd 
to  (top.  He  likewife  detach'd  fomc  Compa- 
nies to  fearch  narrowly  thofe  Places  which 
feem'd  proper  for  Ambufcades  5  and  with  all 
the  Caution,  that  thofe  Stens  of  a  neighbour- 
ing  Enemy  requir'd,  the  Troops  continu'd  their 
March  two  Leagues  further  to  the  Top  of  the 
Mountain. 

From  this  Place  they  difcover'd  the  great 
Lake  of  Mexico,  and  upon  this  Occafion  Her- 
nan  Cortes  put  his  Soldiers  in  mind  of  the 
Profperity  and  Riches  they  had  enjoy'd,  as  well 
as  of  what  they  had  fuffer'd  in  that  City,  mix- 
ing the  Good  and  Bad,  that  he  might  animate 
them  to  Revenge  by  the  Incentives  of  Intereft. 
They  likewife  difcover'd  feveral  Fires  in  diftant 
Y  2  Towns, 
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Towns,  fucceeding  one  another  with  fome  In- 
termiffion:  And  tho'  there  was  no  Doubt  but 
thefe  were  Signals  made  on  the  Difcovery  of 
the  Army,  they  purfu'd  their  March,  with  lit- 
tle lefs  Difficulty,  and  with  the  fame  Precau- 
tion 5  for  the  Way  continued  very  bad,  and  the 
Woods  were  fo  thick,  that  they  had  but  little 
open  Ground. 

But  after  they  had  overcome  this  Difficulty, 
they  difcover'd,  at  a  great  Diftance,  the  Ene- 
my's Army,  which  took  up  all  the  Plain,  with- 
out making  any  Motion,  feeming  rcfolv'd  to 
continue  in  a  Poft,  from  whence  they  could 
eafily  make  a  Retreat.  The  Spaniards  re- 
joie'd  at  the  Opportunity  of  coming  fo  foon 
to  A&ion,  and  the  Tlafcalans  did  the  fame  5 
but  the  ]oy  of  the  latter  ftreight  turn'd  to  Fury, 
fo  that  Cortes  was  oblis'd  to  make  ufe  ot  his 
Voice,  and  the  Diligence  of  fome  of' his  Cap- 
tains, to  prevent  their  running  into  Diforder 
through  an  Eagernefs  to  fight.  The  Mexicans 
were  on  the  farther  Side  of  a  great  Barranco 
or  Gap  in  the  Earth,  which  muft  of  Neccflity 
be  pafs'd.  It  was  made  deeper  by  a  Brook, 
which  gathering;  all  the  Waters  from  the  Moan- 
tains,  ran  through  it,  and  was,  at  that  Time, 
confiderably  lwcll'd.  The  Mexicans  had  a 
little  wooden  Bridge  over  it,  for  the  Ufe  of 
Paflengcrs,  which  they  could  eafily  have  broke 
down,  but  had  left  on  Purpoie,  as  was  after- 
wards fuppos'd,  that  they  might  deftroy  their 
Enemies  in  that  narrow  Pafs,  thinking  it  ini- 
poffible  that  they  could  ever  form  themfclvcs 

on 
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aft  the  other  Side,  when  fo  vigoroully  oppo^'d. 
After  this  manner  they  rcafon'd,  when  they 
were  at  a  Diftance  from  Danger $  but  when 
they  difcover'd  the  Army  of  Cortes,  which 
they  had  not  believ  d  to  be  fo  numerous,  their 
Imagination  was  ftruck  with  lefs  fantaftick  No- 
tions. They  wanted  Courage  to  defend  their 
Pod,  but  deftring  to  affect  a  Shew  of  Valour, 
or  at  leaft  to  conceal  their  Fear,  they  began  to 
retire  by  little  and  little  without  turning  their 
Backs,  fecming  to  diftinguifh  betwixt  a  Flight 
and  a  Retreat. 

Cortes  advancd  with  Speed,  and  when 
he  came  up  to  the  Barranco,  he  efteem'd  it  a 
piece  of  good  Fortune,  that  the  Enemy  had 
quitted  it  5  for  notwithstanding  the  Spaniards 
found  no  Refinance,  they  had  fome  Difficulty 
in  pafling  it.  He  detach'd  twenty  Horfe,  and 
fome  Companies  of  Tlafcalans,  to  keep  the 
Enemy  in  Play,  without  engaging  farther,  un- 
til fuch  time  as  the  reft  of  his  Troops  fhould 
be  all  pafs'd  5  but  the  Mexicans  no  fooner  faw 
them  drawing  up  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Bar- 
ranco, but  they  laid  afide  all  their  Policy,  open- 
ly  flying  and  difperfing,  fome  betaking  them- 
fclves  to  the  mod  unfrequented  Paths,  and 
others  fceking  Refuge  in  the  Shelter  of  the 
Mountains. 

Cortes  did  not  care  to  lofe  Time  in  fol- 
lowing the  Chacc,  becaufe  'twas  of  more  Im- 
portance to  poflefs  himfelf  fpeedily  of  Tezeu- 
CO ;  and  whatever  delay 'd  that,  was  to  be 
efteem'd  a  Hindrance  to  the  main  Dcfign.    The 
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Army,  however,  in  their  March,  made  fome 
Slaughter  of  the  Mexicans  who  had  abfeonded 
in  the  Woods.  The  fame  Night  the  Troops 
quartered  in  a  Place  newly  forfaken  by  the  In- 
habitants, within  three  Leagues  of  Tezeuco, 
where  they  doubled  their  Centries,  and  were, 
in  a  manner,  all  Night  under  Arms.  But  the 
next  Day,  at  a  little  Diftance  from  that  Town, 
they  difcover'd  about  Ten  unarmed  Indians, 
who  were  coming  in  Hafte  along  the  Road 
with  the  Appearance  of  Meffengers,  or  Fugi- 
tives, and  brought  with  them  a  Plate  of  Gold, 
in  form  of  a  Flag,  hanging  to  the  Top  of  a 
Lance,  which  was  look'd  on  as  a  Signal  of 
Peace.  The  Chief  of  them  came  as  Ambafia- 
dor  from  the  King  of  Tezeuco,  defiring  Cor- 
tes to  fpare  his  People  and  Country,  acquaint- 
ing him,  that  he  defir'd  to  be  his  Confederate  5 
for  which  End,  he  had  provided  good  Quar- 
ters for  all  the  Spaniards,  in  the  City ;  and 
that  the  reft  of  the  Nations  under  his  Com- 
mand, fhould  be  fupply'd  with  every  thing 
that  was  neceflary,  without  the  Walls.  Cor- 
tes put  fome  Queftions  to  him;  and,  as  he 
came  well  inftructed,  he  anfwer'd  without 
Hefitation;  adding,  That  his  Mafter  had  juft 
Reafon  to  complain  of  the  Emperor  who  then 
reign'd  in  Mexico,  who  was  about  to  execute 
his  Revenge  upon  him  by  fome  Extortions, 
and  other  Oppreilions  not  to  be  endur'd,  for 
his  having  refused  him  his  Vote  in  his  Election 
to  the  Empire  >  for  which  Reafon  he  was  mind- 
ed to  unite  himfclf  with  the  Spaniards,  as 
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o.ne  of  the  1110ft  interefted  in  the  Ruin  of  that 
Tyrant. 

Our  Hiftorians  don't  fay,  or  at  leaft,  don't 
agree,  whether  the  Brother  of  Cacumazi?iy 
whom  wc  left  Prifoner  in  Mexico,  for  con- 
fpiring  againft  Motezuma  and  the  Spaniards, 
reign'd  at  this  Time  in  Tezeuco.  It  has  been 
already  related  how  the  Crown,  and  Ele&oral 
Vote,  were  beftow'd  on  his  Brother  at  the 
Recommendation  of  Cortes  1  and  'tis  very  like- 
ly, that  the  difpoffefs'd  Prince  reign'd  at  this 
Time,  and  that  the  new  Emperor  might  think 
it  very  proper  to  reftore  him,  on  the  account 
of  his  being  a  declar'd  Enemy  of  the  Spani- 
ards:  Which  alfo  fecms  agreeable  with  the 
Diftruft  conceived  by  Cortes ;  for  he  no  fooner 
receiv'd  the  Embaffy,  but  he  ftepp'd  afidc  to 
confer  with  his  Captains  about  the  Anfwer. 
They  all  doubted  tne  Sincerity  of  the  Propofi- 
tion,  and  thought  it  was  too  much  to  be  cx- 
pefted  from  an  offended  Prince  ;  but  that,  ne- 
verthelefs,  fince  they  had  already  refolv'd  to 
make  themfelves  Matters  of  that  Place  by 
Force  of  Arms,  it  ought  to  be  confidcr'd  as  a 
piece  of  good  Fortune  to  have  their  Entrance 
free,  which  firft  Difficulty  they  fhould  get  over 
by  accepting  the  Prince's  Offer  5  and  that,  when 
once  they  were  within  the  Walls,  where  they 
fhould  be  as  much  upon  their  Guard  as  if  they 
had  taken  the  Town  by  Aflault,  they  might  adt 
as  Occafion  requir'd.  This  Determination  be- 
ing made,  Cortes  difpatch'd  the  Ambaffador, 
bidding  him  tell  his  Prince,  That  he  agreed  to 
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the  Peace,  and  accepted  the  offer'd  Quarters, 
being  defirous  to  correfpond  intirely  to  the 
good  Intelligence  with  which  he  had  fought 
his  Friendfhip. 

The  Troops  continued  their  March,    and 
lodg'd  themielves  that  Night  in  one  of  the 
Suburbs  of  the  City,  or  Village  near  adjoin- 
ing 5  deferring  their  Entry  till  next  Morning, 
that  they  might  have  the  whole  Day  before 
them  for  an  Enterprize,  which,  according  to 
the  Appearances,  would  not  be  over  in  a  few 
Hours.     One  Ground  of  this  Sufpicion  was, 
their  finding  the  Place  utterly  forfaken  by  the 
Inhabitants  5  and  another,  no  left  confiderable, 
was  the  Cazique's  not  appearing,  nor  any  body 
from  him,  to  vifit  Cortes:  but  there  was  no 
Sign  of  War,  nor  did  any  thing  extraordinary 
happen,  until  at  Sun-rife,  Cortes  made  his  Dif- 
pofitions  for  attacking  the  Town,  which  he 
now  thought  unavoidable  5  tho'  in  a  little  time 
he  perceived  it  to  be  unneceflary,  for  he  found 
the  City  open,  and  without  Defence.     Some 
Troops  advane'd  to  feize  the  Gates,  which  they 
did  without  Refiftance.     Hernan  Cortes,  in  a 
Readinefs  to  fight,  marclVd  thro'  the  Streets, 
ftill  obferving  the  Appearances  of  Peace,  while 
he  fufpe&ed  War.     He  advane'd  in  the  beft  Or- 
der he  could,  till  he  came  into  a  large  Square, 
where  he  drew  up  the  greatcft  Part  of  his  Men, 
and  order'd  the  reft  to  poflefs  themfelves  of  all 
the  Streets  thereabouts.     The  Inhabitants,  who 
appeared  in  Multitudes  in  feveral  Places  as  they 
pafs'd  along,  feem'd  frightened,  and  flip'w'd  in 

their 
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their  Faces  the  Uncafincfs  of  their  Minds  .5  and 
it  was  remark'd,  that  none  of  their  Women 
were  to  be  fecn;  Circumftanccs  which  help'd 
to  confirm  the  firft  Sufpicions. 

It  was  thought  proper  to  lcizc  on  the  chief 
Temple,   which,  by  its  Height,  commanded 
the  whole  City,  and  from  whence  might  be 
fcen  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Lake  3  and  for  this 
Service,  Cortes  order'd  cPedro  de  Alvaradoy 
Chriftovalde  Olid,  and  BemalTHiaz  del  Ca- 
jiillOy  with  fome  Fire- Arms,  and  a  fufficient 
Number   of  Tlafcalans.     They  found   that 
Poft  without  Defence,  and  from  the  Top  of 
the  Temple  difcovcr'd,  that  great  Numbers  of 
the  Inhabitants  were  flying  from  the  City,  fome 
by  Land  to  the  Mountains,  and  others  in  Ca- 
noes to  Mexico,  which  plainly  made  appear 
the  Treachery  of  the  Cazique.     Cortes  order'd 
him  to  be  fought,   and  brought  ;before  him  5 
but  was  inform'd,    that  he  had  retired   fome 
little  time  before  to  the  Mexican  Troops  with 
thofe  few  of  his  Men  who  were  willing  to  fol- 
low him;  who,  as  the  Peafants  faid,  were  Peo- 
ple of  no  Account :  for  the  Nobility,  and  the 
greateft  Part  of  his  Vaflals,   abhorr'd  his  Go- 
vernment, and  ftay'd  behind,  pretending  they 
would  follow  him.    It  was  difcovcr'd  likewife, 
that  he  had  refolv'd  to  treat  the  Spaniards  well, 
until  he  had  gain'd  their  good  Opinion,  in  or- 
der to  take  Advantage  of  their  Security,  and 
introduce  the  Mexicans,  who  were  to  deftroy 
them  all  in  one  Night  5  but  when  he  was  in- 
formed by  his  Ambaffador  of  the  great  Force 

Cortes 
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Cortes  brought  with  him,  he  wanted  Courage 
to  go  on  with  his  Defign,  and  thought  it  more 
advifeable  to  retreat,  abandoning  the  City,  and 
his  Vafials,  to  the  Difcretion  of  his  Enemies. 

Here  Good-Fortune  did  as  much  as  Induftry 
and  Valour  could  have  done.     Cortes  defir'd 
to  poffefs  himfelf  of  Tezeuco,  an  advantageous 
Poft  for  a  Place  of  Arms,  and  necefiary  for  his 
Enterprize  ;  and  the  defign'd  Stratagem  of  the 
Cazique  gave  him  a  free  PafTage  into  the  City 
without  the  lead  Difpute  5  his  Flight  removed 
the  Inconvenience  of  a  continual  J ealoufy  and 
Diftruft,  and  the  Difcontem  of  hisSubje&s  fa- 
cilitated the  Means  of  bringing  them  to  be  at 
his  Devotion.     When  Affairs  are  to  fucceed, 
every  thing  hits  right,  and  for  this  Reafon  For- 
tunate is  juftly  plac'd  among  the  Attributes  of 
a  General,  whole  prudent  Difpofitions  are  exe- 
cuted by  Valour,  but  whofe  Prudence  and  Va- 
lour are  both  beholden  to  good  Fortune.   This 
word  Fortune  was  ill  underftood  by  the  Gen- 
tiles, or  not  underftood  at  all.     They  ador'd 
Fortune,  as  a  Deity,  tho*  faritaftical  and  undi- 
ftinguifhing,  always  blind  and  inconftant :  but 
we  underftand  by  this  Name,  the  free  Gifts  of 
Divine  Beneficence:  and  thus  the  Idea  of  what 
is  meant  by  profperous  Accidents,  is  re&ify'd ; 
Fortune  reduced  to  its  true  Signification;  and 
the  Fortunate  know  the  Spring  of  thofe  Favours 
they  receive, 

CHAP, 
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CHAP.     XL 

The  Army  being  quartered  in  Tezeuco,  the 
Nobles  come  and  offer  tojerve  in  it.  Cor- 
tes reftores  the  Kingdom  to  the  lawful 
Succejjor,  leaving  the  Tyrant  without  any 
Hopes  to  re-eftablifh  himfelf. 

TH  E  firft  Care  of  Cortes  was ,  to  re- 
move the  Apprehenfions  which  the 
People  of  the  Country  were  under.  He  or- 
dered the  Spaniards  to  treat  them  gently,  en- 
deavouring to  gain  their  Affcdtions,  fmcc  they 
ought  to  confider  them  as  having  already  fub- 
mitted  5  and  this  Order  was  publifhed  to  the 
Confederate  Troops  with  greater  Precifcncfs 
by  the  Mouths  of  their  Chiefs  5  whofe  Obe- 
dience was  the  more  remarkable,  becaufe  they 
were  now  in  an  Enemy's  Country,  well  prac- 
tifed  in  the  Violences  of  War,  and  flufhed 
with  the  Prefumption  of  being  Conquerors: 
but  fuch  was  their  Refpcft  to  Cortes,  that 
they  not  only  reprefied  their  natural  Ferocity, 
and  evil  Cuftoms,  but  familiarized  themfdves 
with  the  Inhabitants,  publifhing  Peace  to  them 
both  by  their  Words  and  Anions.  The  Sol- 
diers quartered  that  Night  in  the  Palaces  of 
the  fugitive  King,  which  were  fo  capacious, 
that  there  was  fufficient  Lodgment  for  the 
Spaniards,  and  Part  of  the  Tlafcalans,  and  the 
reft  were  quartered  in  the  neighbouring  Streets, 

with 
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without  entering  into  the  Houfes,   that  they 
might  not  incommode  the  Inhabitants. 

The  next  Morning  fome  of  the  Idol  Priefts 
came  to  folicit  good  Treatment  for  their  Gods, 
returning  Thanks  at  the  fame  time  for  that 
which  they  had  already  experienced.  They 
alio  acquainted  Cortes,  That  the  Nobility  of 
that  City  waited  his  Permiflion  to  come  and 
make  an  Offer  of  their  Obedience  and  Friend- 
ship 5  which  Cortes  agreed  to,  without  having, 
any  Occafion  to  affect  being  well  pleafed;  for 
he  very  much  defired  what  he  granted.  And, 
a  little  after,  the  Nobles  came  dreft,  as  they 
ufed  to  appear  in  their  publick  Solemnities, 
headed  by  a  Youth  of  a  genteel  Mien,  who 
fpoke  for  the  reft,  and  prefented  to  Cortes 
this  Troop  of  Soldiers,  who  came,  he  faid, 
to  ferve  in  his  Army,  defiring  to  merit  by 
their  Actions  a  Shelter  under  the  Shade  of  his 
Enfigns;  to  which  he  added  a  few  more 
Words,  exprefled  with  fuch  a  Force  and  Gra- 
vity, as  gained  him  at  the  fame  tiipe  both  At- 
tention and  Refpeft.  Hernan  Cortes  heard 
him  with  Admiration,  and  was  fo  taken  with 
his  Eloquence,  and  good  Behaviour,  (together 
with  the  Advantage  of  this  Offer)  th#  with- 
out being  able  to  contain  himfelf,  he  tools: 
him  into  his  Arms  ;  but  after  having  attributed 
this  Excefs  of  his  Content  to  the  Difcretiqn 
of  the  young  Man,  he  compqied  himfelf  to 
return  a  fedate  Anfwer  to  his  Proportion. 

The  reft  came  forward   and  after  the  firft 
Ceremonies  of  Refpeft  were  over,  Cortes  re- 
tired 
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tired  with  him  who  came  as  their  Leader, 
and  fome  others  of  the  principal  Tezeucans, 
and  calling  for  his  Interpreters,  was  fully  in- 
formed of  all  the  Cazique's  Difpofitions  in 
Favour  of  the  Mexicans,  the  Artifice  with 
which  he  offered  to  quarter  the  Spaniards  in 
the  City,  and  the  Cowardice  with  which  he 
turned  his  Back  on  the  firft  Rumour  of  Dan- 
get:  And  laftly,  they  informed  him,  That  the 
Peribn  of  the  C  azique  was  fo  much  abhorred 
by  his  Vaflals,  that  inftead  of  regretting  his 
Abfcncc,  they  rejoiced  at  it  as  a  Happinefs: 
A  Difpofition  which  Hernan  Cortes  endea- 
voured to  confirm  them  in,  becaufc  it  im- 
ported him  much,  to  make  Advantage  of  this 
their  Difaffefrion  to  their  Prince,  for  the  more 
fecure  Eftablifhmcnt  of  his  Place  of  Arms ; 
and  the  Anfwcr  they  returned  him  was  cx- 
a&ly  agreeable  to  his  Wifhcs.  For  the  moft 
Antient  of  the  Nobles  perceiving  the  End  to 
which  his  Queflions  tended,  informed  him, 
That  Cacumazin,  Lord  of  Tczcuco,  was  not 
the  rightful  Owner  of  that  Country ',  but  one 
of  the  moft  monftrous  Tyrants  that  Nature 
had  produced,  having  ki/l'd  his  elder  Brother 
Nczabal  with  his  own  Hands,  and  feized 
his  Crown;  that  the  Trine  e  who,  as  firft  of 
all  the  Nobles,  had  addrejfed  him  in  the 
Name  of  all,  was  lawful  Son  of  the  mur- 
thered  King,  and  that  either  his  Toutb,  or 
the  Conteynpt  the  Tyrant  had  of  him  had 
been  his  Security  y  that  he,  being  fenfible  of 
&be  'Danger  which  threatened  him,  had  fo 

frit- 
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prudently  concealed  his  Senfe  of  the  Injury 
done  hint,  that  his  'DiJJimulation  pajfed  for 
Want  of  Under flandingy  that  all  this  Wick- 
ednefs  had  been  done  with  the  Knowledge 
and  by  the  AJfiftance  of  the  Emperor  ^/Me- 
xico ,  who  reigned  before  Motezuma ,  and 
that  the  prefent  Emperor  fupported  Cacu- 
mazin  in  like  Manner,  that  he  might  make 
him  his  Inftrument  for  the  cDeftru£iion  of 
the  Spaniards.  But  that  the  Nobles  of  Te- 
zcuco  mortally  abhorred  his  Violences,  and 
the  common  People  coidd  no  longer  endure 
his  Government  j  for  that,  injlead  of  treat- 
ing them  like  Subjects,  he  ufed  them  as  his 
Slaves. 

Thus  did  the  old  Man  deliver  his  Thoughts, 
and  Cortes  had  fcarce  heard  him  out,   when 
it  immediately  occurred  to  him  what  was  fit 
to  be  done.     He  went  up  to  the   difpofleft 
Prince  with  fomewhat  more  of  Refpeft,  and 
( placing  him  by  his  Side,  he  called  together  the 
reft  of  the  Nobles,   who  were  expecting   his 
Refolution,  and  commanding  his  Interpreters 
to  explain  aloud  what  he  faid,  fpoke  to  them 
after  this  manner  :  Ton  have  here  before  you, 
my  Friends,  the  lawful  Son  of  your  lawful 
King.     The  unjuji  Mafter,   to  wkofe  ill-ac- 
quired Tower  you  pay  a  forced  Obedience, 
feized  the  Sceptre  of  Tezeuco,  with  a  Hand 
dyd  in  the  Blood  of  his  elder  Brother-,  and, 
as  the  Art  of  prefer  ving  ^Dominion  is  un- 
known to  a  Tyrant,  he  has  governed  by  the 
fame  Violence  that  he  made  himfelf  a  King  j 

little 
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little  caring  how  much  he  deferved  the  Ha- 
tred of  his  Subjects,  provided  he  made  them 
fear  him,  and  treating  thofe  like  Slaves  who 
bore  with  his  Crimes.     But  at  lafl,  by  bafely 
abandoning  of  you  in  Time  of  Danger,  and 
neglecting   your  'Defence,   he  hath  at  once 
Jhewed  his  own  Want  of  Courage,  and  put  it 
in  your  'Power  to  redrefs  your  Misfortunes. 
I  might,  if  I  were  not  other  ways  inclined y 
take  Advantage  of  your  defencelefs  Condi- 
tion, and  ufe  the  Rights  of  War,  by  fubjett- 
ing  this  City,  which  I  hold,  as  you  fee,  at 
the  Plea  fur  e  of  my  Sword:   but  'tis  with 
'Difficulty  that  the  Spaniards  confent  to  do  a 
Hardfhip  $  and  as  he  that  did  us  the  Injury, 
was  not  really  your  King,  you  ought  not  to 
fuffer  as  his  Vaffals,  nor  for  his  Offencey 
nor  ought  this  Prince  to  remain  without  the 
Kingdom,  which  Nature  beftowed  upon  him. 
Receive  then  from  my  Hand,    the  Prince 
whom  you   before  received  from    Heaven. 
Pay  him  for  my   Sake  that  Obedience  you 
owe  him  as  the  Sue ce (for  of  his  Father,  and 
flace  him  on  the  Throne  of  his  Anceflors ; 
for,  as  I  lefs  regard  my  own  Conveniency, 
than  I  do  Equity  and  Jufiice,   I  defire  his 
Friendfhip  more  than  his  Kingdom,  arid  your 
'  Satisfaction,  r ether  than  your  Subjection. 

This  Propofal  of  Cortes  was  received  by 
the  Nobles  with  great  Applaufe.  They  were 
freed  from  their  Fears,  and  at  the  fame  time 
obtained  all  that  they  defircd.  Some  threw 
themfelves  at  his  Feet,  extolling  his  Benignity, 

whilft 
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whilft  others,  more  mindful  of  their  natural 
Obligation,  advanced  to  kifs  the  Hand  of  their 
Prince.  The  News  was  prefently  publifhed 
through  the  City,  and  the  Satisfaction  of 
the  People  appeared  by  their  Acclamations, 
Dances,  and  Plays,  fuch  as  they  ufed  on  their 
Feftivals,  with  all  other  cuftomary  Demon- 
ftrations  of  their  mad  Joy. 

The  next  Day  was  appointed  for  the  Coro- 
nation of  the  new  King,  which  was  celebrated 
with  all  the  ufual  Ceremonies  and  Solemni- 
ties. Hernan  Cortes  afliftcd  at  it,  as  Difpenfer 
or  Donor  of  the  Crown  5  by  this  Means  iharc- 
ing  in  the  Applaufe  of  the  People,  and  gain- 
ing a  more  abfolute  Empire  over  them,  than 
if  he  had  conquered  them.  This  excellent 
piece  of  Conduit  was  one  of  thofe  which 
juftly  acquired  him  the  Character  of  a  prudent 
General :  For  it  was  of  the  utmoft  Importance 
to  him  to  fccure  this  City,  in  order  to  purfue 
his  Enterprize  upon  Mexico;  and  he  found 
the  Way  of  obliging  the  new  King  with  the 
greateft  of  worldly  Benefits;  of  interefting  the 
Nobility  in  his  Reftitution,  rendering  them 
irreconcileable  with  the  Tyrant  5  of  gaining 
the  common  People,  by  his  Equity  andDifinte- 
reftednefsj  and  laftly,  of  making  his  Quarters 
fafe  and  fecure,  which  by  no  other  Means 
could  have  been  effected.  But  his  greateft 
Satisfaction  was,  that  in  redreffing  the  Injury 
done  to  the  young  Prince,  he  followed  the 
Dictates  of  right  Reafon  ;  a  Consideration  to 
which  he  gave  the  Preference  before  all  the 

other 
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i  other  Advantages  which  attended  this  Part  of 
j  his  Conduft  ;  it  being  much  more  agreeable 
to  his  Genius  to  do  Ads  of  Generofity,  than 
ftriftly  to  purfue   the  Mcafures  which  Pru- 
dence might  direct  for  his  Intereft. 


G  H  A  P.     XII. 

The  new  King  of  Tezeuco  is  baptized  with 
publick  Solemnity  ;  Cortes  marches  with 
"Part  of  the  Army  to  pojfefs  himfelf  of  the 
City  of  Iztapalapa,  where  he  Jlands  in  need 
of  all  his  CircumfpeEiion,  to  prevent 
falling  into  an  Ambujh  prepared  by  the 
Mexicans. 

HERNAN  CORTES  was  applauded, 
and    refpc&ed    even    to    Veneration 
lamong  thofe  People:    The  Nobles  declared 
themfelves  his  Friends,  and  at  the  fame  time 
Enemies  to   the    Mexicans:   The  City   was 
entirely  repeopled  by  the  Return  of  thofe  Fa- 
milies which  had  retired  to  the  Mountains  5 
'and  the  Prince  himfelf  was  fo  fubmiflivc  and 
ibbfequious  to  Cortes,  that  he  not  only  offcr'd 
his  Troops,    and  to  fcrve  in  Perfon  in  the 
War  of  Mexico,    but  alfo  took  his  Opinion 
jin  every  thing  he  did  :   And    tho^    when  he 
was  among  his  own  People,   he  commanded 
as  a  King,   yet,  when  he   came  into  the  Pre- 
fence  of  Cortes,  he  appeared  as  a  Subjeft,  and 
refpe&ed  him  as  his  Superior.    He  was  about 
Vol.  IL  Z  nine- 
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nineteen  or  twenty  Years  of  Age,    and  had 
the  Capacity  of  a  Man  born  in  a  Country 
lefs  barbarous.     Hernan  Cortes  took  Advan- 
tage of  his  good  Difpofition  to  introduce  fome- 
times  the  Difcourfe  of  Religion  5   and  found 
by  his  Attention,   and  Way  of  reafoning,  a 
Kind  of  Prepenfion  to  what  was  moft  fate, 
which  gave  him  Hopes  of  bringing  him  over 
to  Chriftianity  :  For  he  was  difpleafed  with  the 
barbarous  Sacrifices  of  the  Indians,  thought 
Cruelty  to  be  a  Vice,  and  confefled  that  thofc 
Gods  who  were  to  be  appealed  with  the  Blood 
of  Men,   could  not  be  Friends  to  Mankind. 
Father  Bartolome  de  Olmedo  bore  a  Part  in 
theie  Converfationsj  and  finding  him  not  only 
wavering  in  his  Errors,    but  inclined  to  the 
Truth,    he  brought  him  in  a  few  Days  to  be 
capable  of  receiving  Baptifm;  the  Ceremony 
of  which  was  performed  publickly,  and  with 
great  Solemnity,   the  Prince  deilrins;  to  take 
the  Name  of  T>on  Hernando  Cortes,  in  Re- 
ipecL  to  his  Godfather. 

They  were  now  at  work  upon  the  Canals 
which  conveyed  the  Waters  of  the  Lake  to 
the  City,  and  the  Prince  lent  fix  or  feven 
thoufand  of  his  Vaflals  to  help  to  make  them 
broader  and  deeper,  according  to  the  Meafure 
of  the  Brigantines.  And  Cortes  at  the  fame 
time,  defiring  to  undertake  lbmething  to  faci- 
litate the  Enterprize  upon  Mexico,  refolved 
to  advance  with  Part  of  his  Forces  to  the 
City  of  Iztapalapa,  fix  Leagues  forwards, 
that  he  might  deprive  the  Mexica?is  of  that 
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Shelter  for  their  Canoes,  which  very  often 
came  from  thence,  and  difturbed  his  Work- 
men ;  and  partly  to  give  the  confederate  In- 
dians fome  Employment,  who  were  kept 
quiet  in  the  midft  of  this  Idlenefs  by  pure 
Force  of  Authority,  and  not  without  coding 
him  a  good  deal  of  tirefome  Attention  and 
Care. 

The  City  of  Iztapalapa  (as  we  have  al- 
ready obferved)  was  fituate  upon  the  fame 
Caufeuay  by  which  the  Spaniards  made 
their  firft  Entry  into  Mexico 5  and  difpoled 
after  fuch  a  Manner,  that  the  greateft  Part  of 
the  Buildings  (which  were  above  Ten  thou- 
fand  Houfes)  was  within  the  very  Lake,  whofe 
Water  was  brought  into  that  Part  of  the  Town, 
which  was  built  on  the  Bank,  by  Trenches, 
with  Sluices  to  let  it  in,  as  Occafion  required. 
Hernan  Cortes  chargd  himfelf  with  the  Care 
of  this  Expedition,  and  took  with  him  the 
Captains  Tedro  de  Alvaradozxi&Chriftoval  de 
Olid,  with  Three  hundred  Spaniards,  and  Ten 
thoufand  Tlafcalans :  and  tho'  the  young 
King  of  Tezeuco  was  defirous  to  accompany 
him,  he  would  not  permit  it,  telling  him> 
his  Prefence  would  .be  more  ufeful  in  the 
City ;  the  military  Government  of  which  he 
left  to  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  and  with  both 
of  them  fuch  lnftru&ions  as  he  thought  necef- 
fary  for  the  Security  of  their  Quarters,  and  to 
obviate  the  Accidents  that  might  happen  in 
his  Abfence. 

Z  %  They 
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They  prefently  began  their  March  by  the 
Caufcway,  with  a  Defign  to  pofTefs  them- 
felves  firft  of  that  Part  of  the  City  which  was 
built  upon  it,  and  diflodge  the  Inhabitants 
from  the  other  Part  with  their  Artillery  and 
Fire-Arms,  as  Occafton  fhould  offer.  But  the 
Enemy  was  immediately  informed  of  their 
Motions,  and  the  Army  was  no  fooncr  come 
within  Sight  of  the  Place,  than  they  difcover'd 
a  Body  of  about  eight  Thoufand  Men  at  a 
little  Diftance  from  the  Walls,  who  came  out 
to  defend  them  with  lb  much  Relblution, 
•  that,  tho'  they  found  themfelves  inferior  in 
Number,  they  flood  the  Engagement,  and 
fought  with  Bravery  enough  to  retire  with 
fome  Reputation  5  which  they  did  in  little 
Time  to  the  City,  where,  without  ftaying  to 
defend  the  Entrance,  or  (hut  the  Gates,  they 
inftantly  difappeared,  throwing  themfeives  in- 
to the  Lake  in  Diforder,  but  with  the  fame 
Cries  and  menacing  Geftures  which  they  uled 
in  fighting. 

Hernan  Cortes  was  fenfible,  that  this 
Kind  of  Retreat  had  the  Appearance  of  a  Stra- 
tagem to  draw  him  into  fome  greater  Danger  5 
and  therefore  marched  his  Army  into  the 
City  with  all  poffible  Precaution ;  but  he  found 
all  the  Houfes  upon  the  Land  utterly  abandon  d : 
And  tho'  the  Noife  and  Cries  of  the  Enemy 
continued  in  that  Part  which  flood  in  the  Wa- 
ter, he  refolved,  with  the  Advise  of  his  Cap- 
tains, to  maintain  himfelf  in  the  Poft  where 
he  was,  and  lodge  within  the  Walls,  without . 
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attempting  any  Thing  farther,  the  Day  being 
too  far  fpent.  But  it  fcarcc  began  to  be  dark, 
when  they  perceived  the  Canals  every-where 
to  overflow,  the  Water  running  impctuoufly  to 
the  lower  Grounds.  Cortes  immediately  un- 
derstood that  the  Enemy's  Dcfign  was  to 
drown  this  Part  of  the  City,  which  they 
might  eafily  do,  by  opening  the  Sluices  of  the 
great  Lake >  and  as  the  Danger  was  inevitable, 
he  was  obliged  to  give  inftant  Orders  to  quit 
the  Places  and  tho'  they  made  all  the  Hafte 
poflible,  the  Water  came  above  their  Knees. 

Cortes  was  very  much  mortify 'd,   and 
diflatisfy'd  with  himfelf,  that  he  had  not  pre- 
vented this  Stratagem  of  the  Indians,  as  if 
it  was  poflible,  with  the  utmoft  Vigilance,  to 
provide  againft  all  Accidents,  or  human  Fore- 
fight  had  not  its  Bounds.     He  drew  out  his 
Army  into  the  Road  of  Tezeuco,  to  which 
'lace  he  thought  to  retire,  deferring  the  En- 
:rprize  of  Iztapalapa  to  a  more  favourable 
Opportunity ;  for  it  was  impracticable  at  this 
ime,  without  a  greater  Force  on  the  Lake- 
fide,  and  fome  Vcffels  to  drive  the  Mexicans 
from  that  Place.     The  Troops   lodged  that 
Night,  as  well  as  they  could,  on  a  little  Hill 
free  from  the  Water;  where,    nevcrthelefs, 
they  fufFered  very  much,  being  very  wet,  and 
without  any  Defence  againft  the  Cold ;  but  in 
fuch  good  Heart,  that  there  was  not  the  leaft 
'Murmur  heard  among  the  Soldiers:  And  Cor- 
ltes,  who  went  among  the  Ranks  infufing  Pa- 
tience by  his  Example,   ftrove  by  threatning 
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Difcourfes  againft  the  Enemy  either  to  cover 
his  own  Uneafinefs  at  having  been  deceived, 
or  to  divert  the  Soldiers  from  calling  his  Pru- 
dence into  Queftion, 

At  the  firft  Appearance  of  Day,  he  conti- 
nued his  Retreat,  and  haftened  the  March  of 
his  Men,   rather  to  keep  them  warm,    than 
from  any  Fear  he  had  of  a  new  Attack;  but 
as  foon  as  it  was  broad  Day,  they  difcovered 
a  Body  of  innumerable  Enemies,  which  came 
in  Purfuit  of  the  Army.     Cortes,  not  with- 
(landing  this,  marched  on,  but  more  {lowly > 
his  Defign  was  to  weary  the  Enemy  by  pro- 
longing the  Chace;  tho'  the  Soldiers  moved 
on  very  unwillingly:    they  all  cried  out  to 
halt,  that  they  might  take  Satisfaftion,  fome 
for  the  Affront,   and  others  for  the  Hardfhips 
they  had  fuffered,  according  to  the  different 
Pailions  by  which  they  were  animated;  but 
all  with  a  Spirit  of  Vengeance  againft  their 
Enemies. 

When  Cortes  thought  it  convenient,  he 
ordered  his  Troops  to  halt  and  face  about,  and' 
the  Enemies  began  the  Attack  with  the  fame 
Precipitation  that  they  purfued ;  but  the  Spa- 
&Jh  Crols-Bows  (for  the  Powder  having  fuf- 
fered by  the  Water,  the  Fire-Arms  were  of 
no  Ufe)  and  the  Bows  of  the  Thfcalansy 
gave  a  Check  to  their  firft  Fury,  and  at  the 
fame  time  the  Horfe  charged  them,  making 
Room  for  the  Confederate  Troops,  who  in- 
Sirely  broke  that  diforderly  Multitude,   and 
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obliged  them  to  leave  the  Field  with  confide- 
rabie  Lofs. 

Cortes  purfued  his  March,  without  (lop* 
ping  to  make  any  further  Slaughter  of  the 
Fugitives,  becaufe  he  had  a  Mind  to  reach  his 
Quarters  before  Night:  But  the  Enemy,  no 
lefs  diligent  in  rallying  than  retiring,  advanced 
a  fecond  and  third  time  to  the  Attack,  without 
being  in  the  lead  terrified  with  the  great 
Slaughter  they  had  fuftaincd ;  till  fuch  time 
as,  fearing  to  approach  too  near  to  Te%zeucoy 
where  the  whole  Strength  of  the  Spaniards 
lay,  they  marched  back  to  Iztapalapa,  fuffici- 
ently  chaftized  for  their  Boldnefs,  having  loft 
in  the  three  Attacks,  Six  thoufand  Men  5  and 
tho'  Cortes  had  fome  wounded,  he  loft  only 
two  TlafcalariSy  and  one  Horfc,  who,  cover'd 
with  Arrows  and  Cuts,  yet  lived  to  bring  off 
his  Mafter. 

Cortes,  and  all  his  Army,  celebrated 
this  Beginning  of  their  Revenge,  as  a  Satis- 
faction for  what  they  had  iuffcred  5  and  a  little 
before  Night  they  entered  the  City  of  Te- 
zeuco,  with  the  Glory  of  three  or  four  Victo- 
ries obtained  by  the  Way,  which  gave  a  Re- 
putation to  the  Expedition,  and  covered  the 
Difgrace  of  the  Retreat. 

It  can't  be  denied,  but  that  the  Mexicans 
laid  their  Defign  well :  they  fallicd  out  to  pro- 
voke the  Enemy ;  fufFered  themfelvcs  to  be 
charged  in  order  to  engage  them ;  feigned  a 
Retreat  to  draw  them  into  Danger ;  abandond 
their  Houfes,  which  they  endeavoured  to  lay 
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under  Water;  and  had  provided  a  great  Force 
to  fecure  the  Succefs.     Let  thofe  who  dis- 
credit this  War  with  the  Indians,  now  con- 
fider  whether  their  Armies  were,  as  they  fay? 
Herds  of  Cattle,  and  whether  they  wanted 
Undemanding  to  make  a  Difpofition,    fmce 
they  allow  them  a  brutal  Courage  to  execute. 
Hernan  Cortes  flood  in  need  of  his  utmoft 
Diligence  to  efcape  their  Snares,  and  not  only 
admired,  but  even  envy'd  their  well-concerted 
Stratagem  >  thefe  Policies  or  Deceits  by  which 
Enemies  are  furprized,   being  what  Soldiers 
much  glory,  in,  efteeming  them  not  only  rea- 
fonable,  but  juft;  and  more  particularly,  when 
the  War  is  juft  in  which  they  are  pra&ifed: 
But  in  my  Opinion,  it  is  Sufficient  to   call 
them  permitted,  tho'  in  fome  Refpefts  they 
may  be  likewife  ftyled  juft,  as  when  puniih- 
ing  Careleffnefs  and  Inadvertency,  which  are 
the  greateft  Faults  that  can  be  committed  in 
War. 
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CHAP.    XIII. 

The  Provinces  of  Chalco  and  Otumba  ap- 
ply to  Cortes  for  Relief  againft  the  Mexi- 
cans. Hp  orders  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval, 
and  Francifco  de  Lugo,  upon  that  Expe- 
dition, they  overthrow  the  Enemy,  and 
take  fome  Prifoners  of  Rank,  by  whofe 
means  Cortes  makes  Proportions  qf  Peace 
to  the  Mexican  Emperor. 

WHILST  Cortes  remain'd  in  Tezeuca, 
he  received  frequent  Vifits  from  the 
neighbouring  Caziques,  and  other  Indians,  who 
came  to  make  their  Submiflions,  and  offer  him 
the  Afliftance  of  their  Troops.     They  all  com- 
plained of  the  Emperor's  ill  Treatment,    by 
whofe  Soldiers  they  were  opprefs'd  and  plun- 
dered, and  treated  with  equal  Contempt  and 
Inhumanity.     Among  the  reft,  there  came  at 
that  time  Meflengers  in  great  Hafte  from  the 
Provinces  of  Chalco  and  Otumba,  with  an  Ac- 
count that  there  was  a  powerful  Army  of  the 
Enemy  upon  their  Frontiers,  who  had  Com- 
million  to  chaftife  and  deftroy  them,  for  hav- 
ing made  an  Alliance  with  the  Spaniards. 
They  cxprefs'd  a  Rcfplution   to  oppofe  the 
Mexicans,  and  deftYd  fome  Succour  to  aflift 
in  their  Defence.     This  Requeft  appear'd  not 
only  reafonable,  but  neceffary  to  be  granted ; 
for  it  imported  Cortes  very  much  not  to  fuffer 
the  Mexicans  to  fix  themfelves  in  a  Place  whcBc 
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they  might  cut  off  his  Communication  with 
Tlafcala,  which  was  to  be  pfeferv'd  at  all  Ha- 
zards. He  immediately  difpatch'd  Gonzalo  de 
Sandoval,  and  Francifco  de  Lugo,  with  Two 
hundred  Spaniards,  Fifteen  Horfe,  and  a  fuffi- 
cient  Body  of  Tlafcalans,  among  whom  there 
were  fome  who  had  obtaind  Permiflion  by 
rheir  Importunity  to  retire  to  their  own  Coun- 
try, and  fecure  the  Spoils  they  had  acquired  in 
the  War ;  a  Permiflion  which  Cortes  thought 
fit  to  grant,  becaufc  as  he  expe&ed  a  frefh  Re- 
cruit of  Troops  from  the  Republick,  it  behovtt 
him  to  allure  thofe  People  by  the  Hopes  of 
Intereft,  and  this  Shew  of  Liberty. 

These  miferable  Wretches  having  thus 
chang'd  themfelves  from  Soldiers  into  Porters, 
march'd  along  with  the  Baggage  of  the  Army  % 
and  as  Avarice  regulated  the  Weight  of  their 
Burdens,  they  had  Co  overloaded  themfelves, 
that  they  could  not  always  keep  up  with  the 
Troops,  but  were  fore'd  to  flop  fometimes  to 
take  Breath.  The  Mexicans,  (who,  with  the 
Army  they  had  upon  the  Lake,  had  planted 
feveral  Ambufcades  in  the  Fields  of  Maiz)  be- 
ing advertised  of  this,  fell  upon  them  in  one 
of  their  Refting-places,  with  a  feeming  Defign 
not  only  to  plunder  them,  but  by  their  great 
Cries,  and  forming  their  Battalions,  to  provoke 
the  Spaniards  to  a  Battle.  Sandoval  and  Lugo 
return  d  immediately  to  their  Relief,  and  haft- 
ening  their  March,  fell  upon  the  Enemy  fo 
opportunely  and  vigoroufly  with  their  whole 
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Force,  that  they  turn  d  their  Backs  as  foon  as 
they  were  attack'd. 

Five  or  Six  Tlafcalans,  who  were  difarm'd 
and  embaralVd  with  their  Burdens,  perifh'd 
upon  this  Occafion;  but  the  Spaniards  reco- 
vered all  the  Booty,  with  fome  additional 
Spoils  of  the  Enemy.  They  continued  their 
March,  taking  Care  not  to  leave  again  behind 
them  thofe  unufeful  People  5  with  whom  they 
were  incumbered,  till  the  Army,  having  pafs'd 
the  Province  of  Chalet),  approached  the  Fron- 
tiers of  TlafcaUy  where  they  feparated  from  it 
to  go  and  fecure  their  Baggage,  freeing  Sando- 
val from  any  further  Care  of  their  Defence. 

The  Mexicans  had  aflemblcd  all  the  Troops 
of  the  neighbouring  Provinces  to  chaftife  the 
Rebels  of  Chalco  and  Otumba  ;  and  knowing 
that  the  Spaniards  were  coming  to  the  Relief 
of  thofe  two  Nations,  they  had  reinforced  them- 
felves  with  Part  -of  the  Troops  quarter'd  about 
the  Lake  ;  and  having  thus  prepaid  a  very  for- 
midable Army,  had  pofted  thcmfelves  on  the 
Road  the  Spaniards  were  to  pafs,  with  a  Refo- 
lution  to  try  their  Strength  in  the  Field.     San- 
doval  and  Lugo,  being  advertisJd  of  their  De- 
fign,    and   having   given    what    Orders    they 
thought  neceffary,  advane'd  in  Order  of  Battle 
without  altering  their  Pace.     But  on  Sight  of 
the  Enemy,  the  Spaniards  and  Tlafcalans  halt- 
ed, (the  former  with  a  calm  Intrepidity,  and 
the  latter  with  an  Impatience  hardly  to  be  re- 
ftrain'd)  in  order  to  examine  more  narrowly 
the  Intention  of  that  Body  of  Troops.     The 
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Mexicans  had  the  Advantage  in  Numbers  5 
and  with  the  Ambition  of  being  the  firft  to  at* 
tack,  advancd  in  Crowds,  according  to  their 
Cuftom,  and  made  the  firft  Difcharge  of  their 
miffive  Weapons  without  any  Effeft.  The 
two  Captains,  taking  Advantage  of  their  Con- 
fufion,  (after  they  had  received  them  with  their 
Fire-Arms  and  Crofs-bows)  ordered  the  Horfe 
to  advance,  whofe  Attack  (always  terrible  to 
the  Indians)  immediately  made  Room  for  the 
Spaniards  and  Tlafcalans  to  enter,  and  break 
this  diforderly  Multitude  with  a  very  great 
Slaughter.  The  Flight  of  the  Enemy  foon  be- 
came univerfal,  and  the  Troops  of  Chalco  and 
Qtumba,  which  had  fallied  out  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Town  on  the  Noife  of  the  Battle, 
coming  up  at  the  fame  Time,  the  Chace  was 
fo  bloody,  that  the  Mexican  Army  was  intire- 
ly  defeated,  and  the  two  Confederate  Provinces 
fuccoue'd,  with  little  or  no  Lofs. 

Eight  of  the  moft  confiderable  Prifoners 
were  referv'd,  in  order  to  get  fome  Informa- 
tion from  them,  and  thp  Army  pafs'd  that 
Night  to  the  City  of  Chalco  j  whofe  Cazique, 
after  he  had  paid  his  Refpe&s  to  the  Spam- 
ards7  went  before  to  prepare  their  Quarters, 
with  great  Abundance  of  Provifions  and  Re- 
frefhments  for  all  the  Troops  :  Nor  did  he  for- 
get to  have  the  Victory  celebrated  with  Re- 
joicings, after  the  ufual  extravagant  Manner  of 
the  People.  The  Inhabitants  of  Chalco,  as 
Sub) efts  of  the  Mexican  Emperor,  were  Ene- 
mies to  the  Tlafcalans ',  and  had  befides  perpe- 
tual 
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tual  Difputes  with  them  about  the  Bounds  of 
their  Frontiers  5  but  this  Night  all  their  Quar- 
rels were  forgot  at  the  Defire  of  the  Chal- 
quefesy  who  own'd  the  Obligation  they  had  to 
the  Tlafcalans  for  coming  to  their  Relief,  and 
weie  alfo  fenfible,  that  the  Means  of  pref cry- 
ing the  Prote&ion  of  Cortes ',  was  to  maintain 
a  Friendfhip  with  his  Confederates.  The  Spa- 
niards were  Mediators  in  the  Treaty  5  and  the 
Chiefs  of  both  Nations  being  affembled,  Peace 
was  concluded  with  all  the  neceflary  Forms 
and  Solemnities  ufual  on  fuch  Occafions  >•  San- 
doval and  Lugo  undertaking  to  get  it  con- 
firm'd  by  Cortes,  and  the  Tlafcalans  to  have 
it  ratify *d  by  the  Republick. 

This  Affair  being  finifh'd  with  fo  much 
Glory  and  Expedition,  Sandoval  and  Lugo 
march'd  back  with  the  Army  to  Tezeuco,  ac- 
companied by  the  Cazique  of  Chalco,  and 
fome  other  principal  Indians,  who  defied  to 
return  Thanks  in  Perfon  to  the  General  for  the 
Succour  he  had  fent  them,  and  to  offer  him 
what  Troops  the  two  Provinces  could  furnifh. 
The  Army  was  received  at  Tezeuco  with  great 
Acclamations  of  Applaufe,  and  Cortes  ho- 
noured the  two  Captains  with  particular  Marks 
of  his  Approbation,  without  forgetting  the 
Chiefs  of  the  Tlafcalans :  He  likewife  carefs'd 
the  Nobles  of  Chalco,  accepting  their  Offers, 
and  intimating  that  he  would  give  them  Notice 
when  their  Service  would  be  neceflary.  After 
this,  he  order'd  the  eight  Mexican  Prifoners 
to  be  brought  before  him;  he  recciv'd  them 

hi 


350      The  Hilary  of  the    Book  V. 

in  the  midft  of  his  Captains,  putting  on  an  Air 
of  Severity.  They  approached  full  of  Fear  and 
Confufion,  (hewing  in  their  Countenances  a 
deje&ed  Spirit,  and  a  Mind  ill-difpos'd  to  re- 
ceive the  PuniHriment,  which,  according  to 
their  own  Cuftoms,  they  believ'd  inevitable, 
Cortes  order'd  them  to  be  unbound,  and  de- 
ffiring  to  make  ufe  of  this  Opportunity  to  juftify 
to  his  Allies  the  War,  which  he  had  under- 
taken, by  making  farther  Advances  towards  a 
Peace,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  convince  his 
Enemies  of  his  Gencrofity,  he  fpoke  to  them, 
by  the  Help  of  his  Interpreters,  after. the  fol- 
lowing Manner:  I  might,  according  to  the 
Cuftom  eftablijh'd  in  your  Nation,  and  that 
kind  of  Juftice  upon  which  the  Laws  of 
War  are  founded,  take  Satisfaction  of  your 
Offences  with  Fire  and  Sword,  treating  you 
with  the  fame  Inhumanity ,  with  which  you 
treat  your  Trifoners.  But  the  Spaniards  do 
not  think,  that  the  being  taken  in  the  Ser- 
vice of  one's  King  is  a  Crime  that  deferves 
tpunijhment ;  for  we  know  how  to  diftinguifh 
between  the  Culpable  and  the  Unfortunate  *, 
and  that  you  may  be  fenfible  of  the  'Diffe- 
rence between  our  Clemency  and  your  Cru- 
elty^ I  give  you  at  the  fayne  time  both  Life 
and  Liberty.  Repair  immediately  to  the 
Standard  of  your  Trince,  and  tell  him  from 
me,  {for,  as  you  are  noble,  you  ought  to  vb- 
ferve  the  Law  with  which  you  receive  the 
Benefit)  That  I  am  coming  to  demand  Sa- 
tisfaction of  him  for  the  unjuji   War  he 
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made  upon  me  at  the  Time  of  my  Retreat 
from  Mexico, perfidioufly  breaking  that  Treaty 
by  which  I  oblig'd  myfelf  to  leave  the  City  ; 
but  chiefly  to  revenge  the  'Death  of  the  great 
Motezuma,  the  principal  Motive  of  my  An- 
ger.    Tell  him,  I  have  an  Army,  not  only 
augmented  with   a   Number  of  invincible 
Spaniards,  but  that  I  have  likewife  under  my 
Command  all  the  Nations  who  abhor   the 
Mexican  Name ;   and  that  in  a  little  time 
I  intend  to  feek  him  in  the  midft  of  his 
Court,  bringing  with  me  all  the  Rigours  of 
a  JVar  that  has  Heaven  to  favour  it,   re- 
folvd  never  to  lay  ajide  fo  jujl  an  Indigna- 
tion, till  I  have  laid  all  the  Towns  of  his 
Empire    in   Apes,    and  drowned  the  very 
Remembrance  of  his  Name  in  the  Blood  of 
his  Subjects:  But  that  neverthelefs,  if  for 
the  avoiding  his  own  Ruin,  and  the  ^Def- 
lation of  his  Country ',  he  Jhall  incline  to 
*Peace,  I  am  ready  to  grant  it  upon  reafon- 
able  Conditions  j  for  the  Arms  of  my  King 
{like  the  Lightnings  of  Heaven)  hurt  only 
where  they  find  Refiftance.  and  are  always 
more  ready  to  obey  the  'Dictates  of  Huma- 
nity, than  the  Incitements  of  Revenge. 

The  General  having  concluded  his  Di£ 
courfe,  appointed  a  Spanijh  Efcort  for  the 
eight  Prifoners,  and  order 'd  a  Bark  to  carry 
them  back  by  the  Lake.  The  Prifoners,  fcarccly 
pcrfuaded  of  their  Good-fortune,  threw  them- 
selves at  his  Feet,  promifing  to  acquaint  their 
Prince  with  his  Overtures,  and  to  contribute 
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all  that  lay  in  their  Power,  towards  faciliating 
the  Peace :  but  they  did  not  return  with  any 
Anfwer ;  nor  did  Hernan  Cortes  make  thefe 
Advances,  with  a  Belief  that  the  Mexicans 
would  incline  to  Peace ;  but  for  a  further  Jufti- 
fication  of  the  War  he  had  undertaken,  and 
to  raife  the  Reputation  of  his  Clemency  among 
the  Barbarians  5  a  Virtue  ufeful  to  Conquerors, 
becaufc  it  difpofes  favourably  the  Minds  of 
thofe  they  defign  to  fubjed,  and  appearing  al- 
ways amiable,  even  to  Enemies,  either  gains 
the  Applaufc  of  thofe  who  have  theUfe  of  Rea- 
fon,.  or  forces  a  Refpect  from  thofe  who  have 
it  not. 


CHAP.     XIV. 

Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  conduEis  the  Brigan- 
tines  to  Tezeuco.  Whilft  they  are  finijh- 
ing,  Hernan  Cortes  marches  out  with  Tart 
of  his  Army  to  view  the  Borders  of  the 
Lake. 

AT  this  time  Cortes  had  an  Account,  that 
the  Brigaritines  were  finifh'd ;  and  Mar- 
tin Lopez  fent  him  Word,That  he  would  quick- 
ly fet  forward  with  them,  the  Republick  of 
Tlafcala  having  provided  Ten  thoufand  Tih 
menes,  or  Carriers  of  Burdens;  Eight  thou- 
fand to  carry  the  Planks,  Mafts,  Iron- work,  and 
other  neceffary  Materials,  and  Two  thoufand 
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as  a  Relief  for  thofc  who  tired,  without  in- 
cluding in  this  Number  the  Men  who  were 
employed  in  carrying  Provifions  and  Ammuni- 
tion y  and  Fifteen  or  Twenty  thoufand  Sol- 
diers, with  their  Officers,  who  waited  this  Op- 
portunity to  join  the  Army.  He  fent  word, 
that  he  intended  to  let  out  with  thefe  Forces 
next  Day,  and  that  he  would  (lay  in  the  laft 
Town  of  the  Tlafcalans  to  expect  a  Convoy 
of  Spaniards  >  not  thinking  it  advifeable  to 
attempt  the  dangerous  Paflage  thro'  the  Mexi- 
can Territories  without  a  greater  Force.  Thefe 
Brigantines  were  the  only  Preparation  wanting 
to  lay  clofc  Siege  to  Mexico,  and  Hernan  Cor- 
tes recciv'd  this  News  with  fo  much  Satisfac- 
tion, as  caus'd  a  general  joy  in  the  Army.  He 
immediately  order'd  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval, 
\  with  Two  hundred  Spaniards ',  Fifteen  Horfe, 
and  fomc  Companies  of  Tlafcalans ,  to  march 
and  join  the  Forces  of  the  Rcpublick,  that  they 
might  be  in  a  Condition  to  refill:  any  Attempts 
of  the  Mexicans. 

Antonio  de  Herrera  fays,  there 
lareh'd  out  of  Tlafcala,  with  the  Materials 
>f  the  Brigantines,  a  Hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
fand Soldiers  5  which  being  fo  very  unlikely, 
we  muft  believe  it  to  be  one  of  the  Errors  of 
the  Prefs.  Bernal  'Diaz,  fays  Fifteen  thou- 
fand, which  is  much  more  probable,  confidcr- 
ing  the  Number  of  Tlafcalans  already  in  the 
Army.  The  Republick  gave  the  Command 
of  this  Body  to  a  Cazique  of  one  of  the  Quar- 
ters of  their  City,  whofc  Name  was  Chiche- 
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ntecal,  a  young  Man  of  Twenty-three  Years  of 
Age,  but  of  fuch  a  fuperior  Spirit  and  Cou- 
rage, that  they  already  confider'd  him  as  one 
of  the  moft  considerable  Captains  of  their  Na- 
tion. Martin  Lopez  march'd  out  of  Tlaf- 
cala,  relblving  to  wait  the  Spani/h  Efcorte  in 
Gualipar,  a  Town  but  little  diftant  from  the 
Mexican  Frontiers.  Chichemecal  was  not 
pleas'd  with  this  Delay,  perfuading  himfclf  that 
he  had  Force  and  Courage  fufficient  to  defend 
the  Convoy  againft  all  the  Power  of  Mexico  : 
However,  he  at  laft  rcfolv'd  to  obferve  the  Or- 
ders of  Cortes,  and  thought  this  Inftance  of 
his  Obedience  a  great  Exploit.  Lopez  regu- 
lated the  March,  lb  that  all  went  out  of  the 
Town  in  good  Order;  the  Archers  and  Slin- 
gers,  fupported  by  fome  Pike-Men,  march'd 
in  the  Front  5  after  whom  came  the  Tamenes 
with  all  their  Baggage  3  and  the  reft  of  the 
Troops  formed  the  Rear  :  And  after  this  man- 
ner they  began  that  extraordinary  Affair  of 
carrying  Veflels  by  Land,  which  (if  it  were 
permitted  us  to  ufe  Metaphors,  which  are  fome- 
times  met  with  in  Hiftory)  might  be  faid  to  be- 
gin now  to  float  upon  the  Shoulders  of  Men, 
among  the  Waves  form'd  by  the  different 
Movements,  which  the  Inequality  of  the 
Ground  occafion  d.  An  admirable  Invention 
of  Cortes,  then  put  in  Pra&ice !  but  which, 
when  related,  looks  more  like  ^a  Dream  than 
a  Reality. 

In  the  mean  time,  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval 
let  forwards  for  Tlafcala,  and  flopped  one  Day 
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in  Zulepeque,  a  fmall  Town  at  a  little  Diftance 
from  the  Road  >  which  refused  Obedience,  and 
was  befides  the  very  Place  where  thofe  poor 
Spaniards  of  Vera-Cruz,  who  were  going  to 
Mexico,  were  betray'd  and  murder'd.     He  had 
Orders,  either  to  chaftize  or  fubjeft  that  Town 
in  his  March ;  but  the  Army  had  no  fooner 
turn'd  their  Faces  that  Way,  than  the  Inhabi- 
tants abandon'd   the  Place,    and  fled  to  the 
Mountains.     Sandoval  km  three  or  four  Com- 
panies of  TlafcalanSy  with  fome  Spaniards, 
in  Purfuit  of  the  Fugitives  $  and  entering  the 
Town,  his  Anger  and  Impatience  increased  at 
the  lamentable  Marks  he  met  with  of  their  pad 
Barbarity  :  on  one  of  the  Walls  he  found  thefe 
Words  written  with  a  Coal,  In  this  Houfe 
the  unhappy  Juan  Jufte  was  taken,  with  many 
others  his  Companions.     And  a  little  after,  in 
one  of  their  Temples,  he  found  the  Heads  of 
thofc  Spaniards  dried  in  the  Fire  to  prefervc 
them  from  Corruption :  A  dreadful  Spectacle ! 
which  giving  a  frelh  Idea  of  their  terrible  Death, 
made  the  Images  and  Rcprefentations  of  the 
Devil  appear  ftill  more  hideous.     At  this  Sight, 
Pity  infpir'd  them  with  Rage,  and  Sandoval 
refolv'd  to  march  out  with  all  his  Men,  and 
revenge  that  execrable  Cruelty  with  the  ut- 
moft  Rigour.     He  had  already  given  his  Or- 
ders, when  the  Companies  which  he  had  be- 
fore detach'd,  returnd  with  a  great  Number  of 
Prilbners,  Men,  Women,  and  Children,  hav- 
ing kiird  upon  the  Mountains  all  who  endea- 
Vour'd  to  eicapc,  or  did  not  immediately  fur- 
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render.  Thcfe  miferable  Wretches,  bound, 
and  almoft  dead  with  Pear,  teftified  their  Re- 
pentance by  Tears,  and  pitiful  Out-cries;  they 
threw  themfelvcs  at  the  Feet  of  the  Spani- 
ards, and  quickly  mov'd  them  to  Companion. 
Sandoval  made  his  Officers  intreat  him,  that 
the  Priibners  might  ret  the  greater  Value  upon 
their  Pardon;  and,  hi  fine,  he  caus'd  them  to 
be  unbound,  and  accepted  their  Submiflions  ; 
the  Cazique,  and  the  mod  confidcrable  Men 
among  them,  engaging  for  the  whole  Town, 
to  be  obedient  to  the  King  :  of  which  Engage- 
ment they  afterwards  difcharg'd  themfelves 
very  faithfully,  either  through  Fear  or  Ac- 
knowledgment. 

After  this,  Sandoval  order'd  his  Men  to 
gather  up  the  miferable  Remains  of  the  facri- 
fic^d  Spaniards,  and  give  them  Burial ;  and1 
continu  d  his  March  to  the  Frontiers  of  Tlaf- 
cala,  where  he  arriv'd  without  any  confidcr- 
able Accident.  Martin  Lopez  and  Chiche- 
mecal,  with  the  Tlafcalans  drawn  up  in  Rank 
mid  File,  came  forth  to  receive  him  :  The  two 
^Armies  faluted  each  other  by  Difcharges  and 
Shctits,  and  afterwards  by  Embraces,  and  par- 
ticular Civilities.  Some  neceffary  time  of  Reft 
was  allowed  to  the  Troops  newly  arriv'd;  after 
\vhich,  Sandoval  dire&ed  the  March,  giving 
the  Van-guard  to  the  Spaniards  and  Tlafca- 
lans which  came  with  him,  the  Main  Body  to 
the  Tamenes,  with  iufficient  Numbers  to  de- 
fend their  Flanks;  and  Chichemecal  with  his 
Troops  brought  up  the  Rear :  But  the  young 
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Man  was  difpleas'd,  that  he  was  notplac'd  in  a 
more  advanced  Port  $  and  his  Difcontcnt  went 
ib  far,  as  to  give  Sandoval  Stffpition  of  his 
quitting  the  Army  :  fo  that  he  was  oblig  d  to 
go  to  him,  and  take  ibme  Pains  to  fatisfy  him. 
He  endeavour'd  to  make  him  comprehend; 
that  his  Port  was  the  moft  honourable,  as  being 
the  moft  dangerous  5  for  that  in  all  Probability 
the  Mexicans  would  endeavour  to  fall  upon 
the  Rear.  But  this  did  not  in  the  lead  fatisfy 
him  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  replied,  That  as  at 
the  A [(fault  of  Mexico,  he  inteyided  to  be 
the  fir  ft  that  fhould  fet  his  Foot  within  the 
Breach,  he  defird  always  to  march  in  the 
Front,  and  give  an  Example  to  his  Troops : 
So  that,  in  fine,  Sandoval  was  obligJd  to 
march  with  him,  to  add  to  the  Honour  of  the 
Rear.  A  remarkable  Point  of  Vanity !  and 
one  of  thofc  which  are  wont  to  produce  the 
greatcft  Inconvenicncics  in  Armies ;  for  the 
principal  Duty  of  a  Soldier  is  Obedience,  and 
true  Valour  has  its  Bounds  prefcribed  by  Rea- 
fon,  which  always  carries  a  brave  Man  to  face 
the  Dangers  which  approach  him,  with  an  un- 
fiiakcn  Resolution,  but  doth  not  in  the  lead 
oblige  him  to  £0  to  fcek  them. 

The  Army  march'd  in  the  fame  Order  it  at 
firft  fet  out,  thro'  the  Enemies  Country  ;  and 
tho'  the  Mexicans  fhew'd  thcmfelves  fomc- 
times  upon  diftant  Hills,  they  did  not  venture 
to  come  to  an  Engagement,  but  thought  their 
Cries  and  Menaces  a  iufficicnt  Exploit. 
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At  a  little  Diftance  from  Tezeuco  the  Army 
inade  a  Halt,  out  of  Complaifance  to  Chi- 
chemecal,  who  defir'd  fome  Time  of  Sando- 
val to  adorn  himfelf  with  his  beft  leathers 
and  Jewels,  and  order'd  all  his  Officers  to  do 
the  fan;e  3  telling  them,  That  as  they  were 
now  drawing  near  to  Action,  Soldiers  ought 
to  celebrate  fuch  a  Sea/on  as  a  Fejliial: 
A  Rhodomontade  well  enough  becoming  his 
Pride  and  Years.  Hernan  Cortes  went  out  of 
the  City,  attended  by  the  King  of  Tezeuco, 
and  all  his  Captains,  to  receive  this  fo  much 
defir'd  Succour  5  and  after  he  had  carefs'd  the 
Chiefs,  and  allowed  fome  Time  for  the  Ac- 
clamations  of  the  Soldiers,  he  made  his  Entry 
with  all  Solemnity  :  The  Tantenes  mzzch'd  in 
Files  like  the  Soldiers ;  the  Planks,  Iron-work, 
and  other  Materials,  were  flored  feparately  in 
a  great  Work-hqufe,  prepaid  for  that  Purpole 
near  the  Canals.  The  whole  Army  rejoic'd 
at  the  fafe  Arrival  of  thefe  Preparations  fo  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  Conqueft  of  Mexico,  whict 
was  equally  defir'd  by  all.  Cortes  returned 
Thanks  to  God,  who  rewarded  the  Piety  of 
his  Intentions  with  Hopes,  or  rather  Affurances, 
of  Victory. 

Martin  Lopez  immediately  applied 
himfelf  to  the  fecond  Part  in  the  Formation 
of  the  Brigantines,  and  had  new  Workmen 
appointed  him  for  the  joining  of  the  Planks, 
and  other  Work  belonging  to  the  building  of 
a  Ship.  But  Cortes  underftanding  by  the 
Matter-Workmen,   that  it  would  be  at  lead 
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Twenty  Days  before  the  Brigantines  could  be 
fit  for  Service,  he  refolv'd  to  employ  that  Time 
in  viewing  pcrfonally  the  Country  about  the 
Lake,  and  what  Pofts  were  fit  to  be  feiz'd,  tQ 
prevent  any  Succours  from  Mexico  s  and 
withal,  to  do  what  Damage  he  could  to  the 
Enemy  in  his  March.  He  communicated  this 
Defign  to  his  Captains,  and  it  being  approv'd 
fcy  all,  he  immediately  made  a  Difpofition  tp 
execute  it>  leaving  Sandoval  Governor  of 
Tezeuco,  with  particular  Orders  to  forward 
the  building  of  the  Brigantines.  This  Captain 
was  qualify 'd  for  every  thing ;  and,  by  the 
Multitude  of  Bufinefs  in  which  Cortes  em- 
ployed him,  he  fufficiently  fhew'd  the  great 
Opinion  he  had  of  his  Courage  and  Capacity. 

Whilst  Cortes  was  considering  what  Of- 
ficers and  Troops  to  take  with  him  on  this  Ex- 
pedition, Chichemecal  defir'd  an  Audience  > 
and,  without  knowing  that  Preparations  were 
making  to  take  the  Field,  told  him,  That 
Men  like  him,  born  for  War,  were  ill  fatij- 
fied  with  living  idly  in  their  Qiiarters, 
efpecially  after  having  pafs'd  five  *Days 
without  drawing  the  Sword :  That  his  Men 
were  refrejhed,  and  defired  to  flew  them- 
felves  to  their  Enemy }  and  that,  moved 
by  their  Infiances,  and  the  Ardour  of  his 
own  Courage,  he  humbly  rcquefted  to  be  or- 
dered  immediately  upon  fome  Expedition, 
wherein  he  might  give  Troofs  of  his  Va- 
lour, and  divert  himfelf  with  the  Mexicans, 
until  the   Time  came  of  completing  their 
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*DeftruBion,  at  the  Affault  of  their  City. 
Cortes  had  already  refolv  d  to  take  him  with 
him,  but  this  unfeafonable  Vanity  difpleas'd 
him  5  and  as  he  was  not  very  well  fatisfy'd 
with  his  Behaviour  upon  the  Road,  (of  which 
Sandoval  had  inform'd  him)  he  anfwer'd  him 
in  a  Kind  of  Raillery,  That  he  had  not  only 
concluded  upon  an  AElion  of  Importance, 
wherein  he  might  affuage  that  Ardour  which 
inflamed  him?  but  that  he  was  likewife  re- 
folded to  accompany  him,  to  be  a  Witnefs 
of  his  Exploits.  Cortes  had  a  natural  Dit- 
Itke  to  arrogant  Bbafters,  true  Valour  being 
feldom  feen  without  Modefty  :  Neverthelefs, 
he  was  fenfible  that  thefe  Tranfports  of  Bra- 
very were  proper  to  his  Years,  being  the  Ef- 
fect of  youthful  Blood,  and  the  common  Fault 
of  young  Soldiers,  who  have  met  with  Suc- 
cefs  in  their  firft  Trials,  and  whofe  want  of 
Experience  makes  them  think  Valour  to  be 
Pool-hardinefs,  and  Fool-hardinefs  to  be  their 
Profeffion. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.    XV. 

J-Iernan  Cortes  marches  to  Yaltocan,  where  he 
meets  with  Reft/lance  y  he  overcomes  that 
'Difficulty,  and  goes  forward  with  his  Ar- 
my to  Tacuba  >  and  after  having  vanquijhed 
the  Mexicans  in  fever al  Engagements, 
makes  his  Retreat. 

IT  was  thought  proper  to  begin  the  Expe- 
dition by  the  taking  of  Taltocan,  a  Town 
live  Leagues  difhnt  from  Tezeuco,  upon  one 
of  the  little  Lakes  which  difcharged  itfclf  into 
the  great  one.  It  was  of  Importance  to  cha- 
ftize  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Place,  becaufc 
fome  few  Days  before  they  had  returned  an 
infolent  Anfwer,  and  wounded  the  Meffcn- 
^ers  who  were  fent  to  them  with  Offers  of 
Peace,  and  to  require  their  Obedience;  and 
becaufe  their  Punimment  might  have  an  In- 
fluence upon  the  reft  of  the  Indians  there- 
abouts. Cortes  began  his  March  after  having 
heard  Mafs,  (whereat  all  the  Spaniards  aflifted) 
leaving  particular  Inftru&ions  with  Sandoval, 
and  giving  fome  friendly  Advice  to  the  King 
of  TezeucOy  Xicotencal,  and  other  Chiefs  of 
the  Nations  who  flayed  behind  in  the  City. 
He  took  with  him  the  Captains  Tedro  de  Al- 
varado  and  Chrijloval  de  Olid,  with  two 
Hundred  and  Fifty  Spaniards,  Twenty  Horfc, 
and  a  fplendid  numerous  Body  of  the  No- 
bles of  Tezeuco,  Chichemecal  likewife  at- 
tended 
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tended  him  with  his  Fifteen  thoufand  Tlaf- 
calans,  to  which  were  joined  Five  thoufand 
Men  of  thofe  commanded  by  Xicotencal. 
They  had  not  marched  above  four  Leagues, 
before  they  difcovered  the  Mexicans  drawn 
up  in  Order  of  Battle,  and  divided  into  feve- 
ral  grofs  Battalions,  with  a  Defign,  as  it  feern  d, 
to  defend  in  the  open  Field  the  Place  threat- 
ened. But  upon  the  firft  Difcharge  of  the 
Fire-Arms,  and  Crofs-Bows,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  an  Attack  of  the  Horfe,  they  were 
put  into  fuch  Diforder,  that  being  charged  by 
the  whole  Army,  they  were  utterly  broken 
and  defeated  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  that  it  was. 
icarce  perceivable  they  made  any  Refiftance> 
the  greateft  Part  faved  themfelves  upon  the 
Mountains,  others  threw  themfelves  into  the 
Lake,  and  fome  retreated  to  the  Town  of 
Taltocan,  leaving  a  great  Number  of  Dead 
and  Wounded  upon  the  Field  of  Battle,  and 
ibme  Prifoners,  who  were  immediately  fent 
to  Tezeuco. 

The  Affault  upon  the  Town  was  deferred 
till  the  next  Day,  and  the  Army  poffeffed 
themfelves  of  fome  Houfes  that  flood  near, 
where  they  palled  the  Night  without  any  ex- 
traordinary Accident.  When  Day  appeared, 
they  found  the  Difficutlty  of  the  Enterprize 
greater  than  they  imagined :  the  Town  was 
fituated  in  the  very  Lake,  and  had  a  Commu- 
nication with  the  Land  by  a  Caufey,  or  Stone- 
Bridge,  the  Water  being  likewife  eafily  forded 
in  that  Place :  But  the  Mexicans  who  guard- 
ed 
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cd  that  Poft,  had  broke  the  Caufcy,  and  had 
befides  made  a  Ditch  fo  deep,  that  it  was 
impobffile  to  pafs  over  it  any  other  Way 
than  by  fwimming.  Cortes  advanced  full  of 
Aflurance  to  carry  the  Place  at  once,  and 
when  he  found  this  unhappy  Obftacle  in  his 
Way,  he  was  for  a  while  both  confounded 
and  vexed  -,  but  the  Railleries  and  Scoffings 
with  which  the  Enemy  celebrated  their  Secu- 
rity, made  him  fee  that  he  could  not  deftfl: 
from  his  Undertaking,  without  manifeft  Ha- 
zard to  his  Reputation. 

Hh  was  contriving  how  to  fill  up  the  Ditch 
with  Fafcines  and  Earth,  when  one  of  the 
Indians  of  Tezeuco  gave  him  to  underftand 
that  a  little  higher  up  there  was  a  Shoal, 
where  the  Water  fcarcc  covered  the  Ground. 
Cortes  took  the  Man  along  with  him  for  a 
Guide,  and  immediately  marched  to  the  Place : 
The  Depth  of  the  Water  was  try'd,  and  tho" 
found  greater  than  was  related,  yet  not  un- 
fordable.  He  ordered  two  Companies  of 
about  Fifty  or  Sixty  Spaniards  to  make  the  Ex- 
periment, with  fuch  a  Number  of  the  Allies 
as  he  thought  neceflary  to  make  head  againft 
the  Troops  he  law  advancing  to  difpute  the 
Paflage.  He  remained  himfeif  on  the  Shore, 
with  his  Army  drawn  up,  that  he  might  fend 
Succour  as  Occafion  required,  and  fecure  the 
Field  againft  any  Eruption  of  the  Mexicans. 

The  Enemy  perceiving  that  our  Army  was 
going  to  gain  this  Paflage,  which  they  had 
endeavoured  to  conceal,  advanced  to  defend 

it 
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it- with  their  Slings  and  Arrows,  wounding 
fome  Soldiers,  and  giving  enough  to  do  to  thofe 
who  foucrht  in  the  Water,  which  in  fome 
Places  took  them up  to  the  Middle.  Near  the 
Town  there  was  a  pretty  large  Plain,  free  from 
Water,  and  our  Men  with  Fire- Arms,  who 
marched  in  the  Front,  were  no  fooner^landed, 
but  the  Enemy  retired  into  the  Place;  and  iii 
the  little  time  that  the  reft  of  the  Detachment 
were  coming  afhore,  they  entirely  quitted 
it,  throwing  themfclves  into  their  Canoes 
with  fo  much  Hafte,  that  the  Spaniards  ea- 
•tered  the  Town  without  Oppofition.  The 
Pillage  did  not  laft  long,  (tho'  permitted,  as 
a  Part  of  the  Chaftifement)  becaufe  the  Inha- 
bitants had  left  nothing  in  their  Houfes,  but 
what  they  could  not  carry  off;  fome  Loads, 
however,  of  Corn  and  Salt  were  trahfported 
to  the  Army,  together  with  a  great  Quantity 
of  Cotton- Cloaths,  and  fome  flight  Jewels  and 
Gold,  which  the  Owners  either  forgot,  or  de~ 
fpifed.  The  Captains  had  no  Orders  to  keep 
PofTeffion  of  the  Town,  but  to  punifh  the  In- 
habitants;  and  therefore,  flaying  only  To  long 
as  was  neceflary  to  perform  their  Commiflion, 
they  re-pafled  the  Ditch  at  the  fame  Placed 
having  firft  fet  fire  to  the  Temples,  and  prin- 
cipal Buildings.  The  General  approved  of 
this  Conduft,  believing  that  the  Flames  of  this 
Place  would  ftrike  Terror  into  the  Fugitives, 
and  be  a  Warning  to  the  neighbouring  Towns 
of  the  Danger  that  threatened  them. 

This 
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The  Army  continued  their  March,  and 
lodged  that  Night  near  Colbatitlan,  a  confi 
dcrable  Town,  which  the  next  Day  they  found 
difpcopled.  The  Mexicans  (hewed  them- 
felves,  but  in  a  Place  where  they  could  nei- 
ther attack,  nor  be  attacked.  The  fame  thing 
happened  at  Tenayuca,  and  afterwards  at  Ef 
capuzalcoy  large  Towns  fituate  upon  the  Lake- 
fide,  which  they  alfo  found  foriaken.  The 
Army  lodged  a  Night  in  each  of  them,  and 
Cortes  took  exact  Notice  of  the  Difhnces,  and 
of  whatever  clfc  might  be  ufeful  to  his  Dcfiim, 
without  fuffcrins;  any  Damage  to  be  done  to* 
the  Buildings,  that  it  might  be  feen  he  ufed 
Rigour  onlv  where  he  found  Rcfiftancc. 
The  City  of  Tacuba  was  not  above  half  a 
League  diftant  from  this  laft  Place,  and  dif- 
puted  with  Tezeuco  for  Largenefs,  and  Num- 
ber of  Inhabitants.  It  was  fituatcd  upon  the 
Extremity  of  the  great  Caufey,  where  the  Spa- 
niards had  formerly  fuffcrcd  fo  much,  and 
was  a  Poft  of  great  Importance,  as  being,  of 
all  the  Towns  upon  the  Lake,  the  ncareft  to 
Mexico,  and  the  Key  of  the  Road  which  tho 
Army  muft  neccfiarily  pafe,  in  order  to  form 
the  Siege  of  that  Capital  City ;  but  at  the 
prefent  the  General  had  no  Thoughts  of  pof- 
fefling  himfclf  of  it,  by  rcafon  it  was  too  far 
from  Tezeuco  for  Succours  to  come  to  him 
from  thence.  His  Intention  was  only  to  view 
it,  and  to  confider  attentively  what  Meafurcs 
of  Prevention  and  Caution  were  to  be  taken, 
when  the  Time  came  of  chaftifmg  the  Ca- 
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zique  for  his  former  Injury;  whofe  exemplary 
Punifhment  would  be  of  great  Ufe  to  quell 
the  Infolence,  and  facilitate  the  Subje&ion  of 
the  Inhabitants. 

The  Army   advanced   in   the  fame  good 
Order  as  if  they  were  marching  to  a  much 
more  difficult  Enterprize,  and  before  they  ar- 
rived at  the  Place,    they   difcovered  a  great 
Body  of  Troops,  without  Number,  compos'd 
of  thofe  Mexicans  who  had  all  along  obferved 
the   March  of  the  Spaniards,   and  of  others 
who  were  appointed  to  affift  the  Garifon  of 
Tacuba.     The  City  not  being  able  to  con- 
tain all  .thefe  Troops,  they  were  defirous  to 
attempt  the  Defence  of  its  Walls,  by  a  Battle 
in  the  open  Field.     All  their  Battalions  ad- 
vanced at  once,   and  charg'd  with  fo  much 
Fiercenefs,  and  fuch  loud  Cries,  as  might  have 
given  Concern  to  Men  lefs  acquainted  with 
the  deceitful  Appearances  of  their  firft  At- 
tacks; but  having  received  the  Difcharge  of 
the  Fire- Arms,   (which  always  ftruck  more 
Terror  than  it  did  Hurt)    and  being  further 
terrified  by  the  Horfe,   they  were  eafily  dis- 
ordered, fo  that  the  reft  of  the  Army  coming 
up,  routed  their  Van-guard,   and  pierced  to 
the  very  Centre  of  the  Multitude;   notwith- 
standing which,  they  obftinately  difputed  the 
Vi&ory  for  a  considerable  time:  But  at  laft 
they  all  turned  their  Backs,    the  greater  Part 
flying  to  the  City,  and  the  reft  taking  different 
Paths,  with  no  other  Thought,  but  how  to 
avoid  the  Danger. 

The 
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The  Spaniards  remained  Matters  of  the 
"Field  of  Battle,  and  employed  thq  remaining 
Part  of  the  Day  in  chufing  an  advantageous 
Poft,  where  they  might  lodge  themfelves  du- 
ring the  Night  5  but  at  break  of  Day  the  Enemy 
appeared  again  in  the  Field,  with  a  Defign  to 
retrieve  the  Honour  they  had  loft  the  Day  be- 
fore. The  General  ranged  his  Troops,  and 
giving  the  fame  Orders  he  had  done  the  pre- 
ceding Day,  overthrew  them  with  great  Fa- 
cility, as  having  the  former  Defeat  and  Flight 
frefh  in  their  Memory. 

Cortes  pufhed  them  with  Sword  and 
Pike  into  the  very  City,  and  following  clofe 
at  their  Heels  with  the  Spaniards  y  and  fome 
Companies  of  the  Allies,  maintained  the  Fight 
in  the  inner  Part  of  it,  until,  Night  approach- 
ing, he  drew  off  his  Troops  to  their  former 
Lodgment;  permitting  the  Soldiers  to  plunder 
fome  Houfes  they  had  taken  Pofleffion  of, 
and  leaving  them  in  Flames,  partly  to  fhew 
his  Indignation,  and  partly  to  keep  the  Ene- 
my employed,  that  he  might  make  his  Retreat 
without  Oppofition. 

Cortes  remained  five  Days  in  his  Port 
near  Tacuba,  where  the  Enemy  made  him  a 
Vifit  every  Day,  and  were  always  beat  back 
to  the  City.  His  Intention  was  to  wafte  the 
Garrifon  by  thefe  Sallies,  and,  finding  by  the 
Abatement  of  their  Ardour,  and  the  Faint- 
nefs  of  their  Efforts,  that  their  Numbers  were 
greatly  dimifned,  he  rcfolved  to  attack  them 
in  his  Turn.     Orders  were  already  given,  and 
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every  Thing  difpofed  for  the  Aflault,  when 
he  faw  a  very  confiderable  Body  of  Mexicans 
advancing  upon  the  Caufey.  It  was  neceffary 
to  defeat  this  Succour,  before  he  could  carry 
on  his  Defigns  againft  the  Town.  He  refolv'd 
therefore  to  expect  them  at  a  Diftance  from 
the  Caufey,  that  he  might  engage  them,  when 
they  were  all  drawn  up  upon  the  main  Land, 
and  make  the  greater  Slaughter  of  them  in  a 
Place  where  they  would  be  fo  ftreigthned  \i\ 
their  Retreat $  but  thefe  Mexicans  had  Orders 
(and  it  was  faid,  from  the  Emperor  Guati- 
mozin)  to  fend  fome  Troops  before  the  reft, 
who  furfering  themfelvcs  to  be  charged,  and 
then  retreating,  fhould  entice  the  Spaniards 
to  the  Purfuit,  and  endeavour  to  draw  them 
upon  the  Caufey.  This  Defign  they  compafs'd 
with  notable  Dexterity  5  for  fome  of  them  ad- 
vancing in  Diforder  to  the  main  Land,  and 
forming  themfelves  after  a  confufed  Manner, 
Cortes  miftook  their  contrived  Stratagem  for 
the  EfFeft  of  Fear  5  and  leaving  Part  of  his 
Army  to  make  head  againft  the  Garifon  of 
lacuba,  marched  dire&ly  to  the  Caufey,  fup- 
pofing  that  he  mould  eafily  rid  himfelf  of  thefe 
Enemies,  and  fo  be  able  to  return  to  the  A£ 
fault  upon  the  City.  The  Mexicans,  who 
were  advanced  upon  the  firm  Land,  turned 
their  Backs  upon  the  firft  Approach  of  thfc 
Spaniards,  and  fled  to  join  the  reft  ot  their 
Troops  5  the  whole  Body  of  which,  as  feem- 
ingly  terrify 'd,  retired  by  little  and  little,  in 
order  to  draw  the  Spaniards  upon  the  Caufey. 

The 
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The  General,  kd  away  by  thefe  favourable 
Appearances,  purfued  them  without  making 
fufficient  Refle&ion  5  for  it  was  not  long  fince 
the  Accident  of  Iztapalapa,  nor  could  he  be 
ignorant,  that  by  thefe  feigned  Flights  the  In* 
dians  often  drew  their  Enemies  into  Ambu- 
fcades ;  but  the  frequent  Repetition  of  Vidory 
(fometimes  dangerous  to  Conquerors)  did 
not,  at  that  time,  permit  him  to  confider  all 
the  Circumftances  that  diftinguifh  between  a 
pretended  and  a  real  Fear. 

The  Mexicans  rally'd  and  made  head,  when 
they  perceived  Cortes  and  his  Troops  within 
the  Caufey  ;  and  whilft  they  endeavoured  to 
keep  him  in  Play  by  their  Refiftance,   innu- 
merable Canoes  fallied  out  of  Mexico,  and  in* 
vefted  both  Sides  of  the  Caufey,  fo  that  the 
Spaniards    were   at  once  attacked    both  in 
Front  and  Flank.     Cortes  being  now  fenfible 
of  his  Imprudence  (though  fomewhat   late) 
found  it  neceflary  to  retire,  with-holding  his 
Men  from  advancing  further  upon  the  Caufey, 
and  making  a  Front  to  the  Canoes  on  each 
Side.    The  Enemies  were  furnifhed  with  Pikes 
very  dangerous,   fome  of  them  being  armed 
with  the  Points  of  the  Swords  taken  from  the 
Spaniards  the  Night  of  the  Retreat.     Many 
of  our  Men  were  wounded,  and  they  were 
very  near  lofmg  a  Colours  5    for  in  the  Heat 
fof  the  Fight,  Enfign  Juan  Volant e  fell  into 
the  Lake  by  a  Blow  of  a  Pike  ;  and  the  In- 
dians, who  were  nearcft,  feizing  upon  him, 
put  him  into  a  Canoe  with  a  Defign  to  pre- 
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fent  him  to  their  Emperor  :  He  fufFered  him- 
felf  to  be  carried  away,  feigning  to  fubmiti 
but  when  he  found  himfelf  at  a  fufficient  Di- 
ftance  from  the  reft  of  the  Canoes,  he  reco- 
ver'd  his  Arms,  and  difengaging  himfelf  from 
thofe  who  guarded  him,  by  killing  fome  of 
them,  he  threw  himfelf  into  the  Water,  and 
fwam  afhore  with  his  Colours,  with  equal 
Bravery  and  Good-fortune. 

Cortes,  with  Sword  in  Hand,   expofed 
himfelf  to  the  greateft  Dangers,  and  brought 
off  his  Troops,  with  little  Lofs,  to  the  firm 
Land;    having   fufficicntly  revenged  himfelf 
upon  the  Indians  for  their  Deceit  in  drawing 
him  upon  the  Caufey;  upon  which,  and  in 
the  Lake,  their  Lofs  was  as  great  as  they  could 
have  fuftained  in  a  fair  and  open  Battle :  Bur 
judging  it  Rafhnefs  to  return  to  the  Enter- 
prize  upon  Tacuba,  in  fpite  of  the  Mexican 
Reinforcement,  (which  always  kept  in  view) 
he  thought  of  retiring  to  Tezeuco,   which, 
with  the  Approbation   of  his  Captains,   he 
prefently  put  in  Execution.     The  Mexicans 
did  not  venture  to  quit  the  Caufey,  or  their 
Canoes,   'till   fuch  Time  as  the  Diftance  of 
our  Army  gave  them  Courage  to  follow  afar 
off?  contenting  themfelves  with  fending  forth 
great  Cries,   in  which  fruitlefs  Fatigue    all 
their  Revenge  ended.     This  Expedition  was 
of  great  Importance,  as  well  for  the  Damage 
done  to  the  Mexicans  in  the  fever al  Engage- 
ments, as  for  the  Knowledge  the  Spaniards 
gained  of  this  Part  of  the  Country,  of  which 
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it  would  be  neccfiary  afterwards  to  make  them- 
felves  Matters.  And  altho'  our  Hiftorian  en- 
deavours to  obfcure  the  Glory  of  it,  it  was  of 
fuch  great  Confequence  to  Cortes  with  re- 
Ipeft  to  his  main  Defign,  that  he  no  fooner  ar- 
riv'd  at  Tezenco,  but  the  Caziques  of  Tuca- 
pany  Mafcalzingo,  Autlan,  and  of  other 
Towns  upon  the  North-fide  of  the  Lake,  came 
to  make  their  Submiflion,  and  offer  the  Aflift- 
ance  of  their  Troops.  A  fure  Sign  that  the 
Spaniards  came  back  with  Reputation,  which 
is  ail  Acquifition  of  the  greateft  Advantage  in 
War,  and  which  gains  upon  the  Minds  of  Men, 
what  Force  of  Arms  cannot  obtain  without 
great  Difficulty. 


CHAP,     XVL 

A  frefh  Succour  of  Spaniards  arrives  at  Te- 
zeuco.  Sandoval  marches  to  the  Relief 
tf/Xhalco;  defeats  the  Mexicans  twice  in 
the  open  Field-,  and  takes  the  Towns  of 
Guaftcpeque  and  Capiftlan. 

TH  E  Profperity  of  fo  many  Succefles  was 
almoft  an  evident  Proof,  that  Heaven 
was  intereftcd  in  the  Conqucft  of  this  Em- 
pire j  nor  could  fome  favourable  Accidents, 
wherein  human  Diligence  had  no  Share,  be 
poflibly  thought  to  come  from  any  other  Hand, 
being  io  well  adapted  to  prefent  Neceflity, 
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and  fo  much  beyond  all  Expe&ation.  A  Vef- 
fel  of  confiderable  Burden,  fent  to  Hernan 
Cortes,  arrived  at  this  Time  at  Vera-Cruz, 
and  in  her  Julian  de  Alderete,  Native  of 
Tordefillas,  with  the  Character  of  the  King's 
Treafurer ;  Father  cPedro  Melgareto  de  Urrea, 
a  Regular  of  the  Order  of  St.  Francis,  born 
at  Seville  >  Antonio  de  Caravaial,  Geronimo 
Ruiz  de  la  Mot  a,  Alonzo  *Diaz  de  la  Re- 
guera,  and  feveral  other  Soldiers  of  Diftin- 
dion,  with  a  very  confiderable  Succour  of 
Arms,  and  other  Neceffaries.  They  immedi- 
ately march'd  to  Tlafcala,  (the  Ammunition 
being  carried  on  the  Shoulders  of  Zempoalan 
Indians)  and  there  they  had  an  Efcort  given 
them  to  conduct  them  fafe  to  Tezeuco,  they 
themfelves  carrying  thither  the  firft  News  of 
their  Arrival. 

Bernal  Diaz  del  Castillo  fays, 
That  this  Veflcl  came  direftly  from  Spain: 
and  Antonio  de  Herrera,  who  makes  Men- 
tion of  it,  does  not  fay  who  fent  it,  dcfiring, 
perhaps,  to  conceal  his  Ignorance  by  that  Omif- 
iion.  It  feems  very  unlikely,  that  it  fhould 
come  to  Cortes  from  Spain,  without  bringing 
Letters  from  his  Father,  and  his  Agents  >  and 
more  efpecially  at  a  Time  when  they  might 
have  informed  him  of  the  good  Succefs  of  their 
Negociations,  which  Account,  according  to 
thele  Authors,  he  did  not  receive  till  a  long 
Time  after.  I  am  inclin'd  to  believe,  as  more 
probable,  that  it  came  from  Santo  "DomingOy 
whofe  Governors  Cortes  had  inform'd  of  the 
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Difficulties  he  was  cngag'd  In,  as  has  been 
before  obferv'd  5  and  the  coming  of  a  Trea- 
surer for  the  King,  does  not  in  the  Jeaft  con- 
clude any  Thing  to  the  contrary  :  for  it  was 
properly  within  the  Jurifdiction  of  thofe  Go- 
vernors to  name  fuch  Officers  as  were  to  col- 
led the  Fifth  due  to  the  Emperor  5  and  their 
Authority  extended  over  all  thofe  Conqucfts. 
But  froiji  whence  foevcr  this  Succour  came,  it 
could  not  have  arriv'd  more  opportunely ; 
nor  did  Cortes  mifs  to  difcern  the  true  Source 
of  it,  attributing  to  God  not  only  his  good 
Fortune  in  the  Augmentation  of  his  Forces, 
but  the  very  Vigour  of  Mind,  which  he  per- 
ceiv'd  in  himfelf,  and  that  marvellous  Con- 
stancy, which  though  agreeable  enough  to  his 
natural  Courage,  yet  feem'd  to  him  at  this 
Time  the  immediate  Effeft  of  a  Heavenly  In- 
fluence. 

At  this  Time  there  arriv'd  McfTengcrs,  dif- 
patch'd  in  great  Hafte  to  Cortes  from  the  Ca- 
ziques  of  Chalco  and  Thamanalco,  to  demand 
Succour  againft  a  powerful  Army,  which  the 
Enemy  were  providing  in  Mexico  for  fubjeft- 
ing  the  Towns  of  their  Diftricts,  which  ad- 
hered to  the  Interefts  of  the  Spaniards.  Gua- 
timozin  had  a  great  Inclination  to  Arms,  and, 
as  appeared  by  other  Parts  of  his  Conduct,  ap- 
ply'd  himfelf  intirely  to  the  Arts  of  War.  He 
>vas  continually  contriving  Means  to  get  the 
Victory  over  his  Enemies,  and  had  confider'd 
that  there  was  n0  better  Way  to  compafs  1?  is 
Defign,  than  by  fcizing  on  that  Frontier,  where- 
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by  he  might  cut  off  the  Communication  with 
Tlafcala,  and  prevent  any  Succours  coming 
from  Vera-Cruz,  s  a  Point  of  fo  much  Con- 
fequence,  that  Cortes  found  himfelf  abfolute- 
ly  obligd  to  prated  thefe  Allies,  to  whofe  Fi- 
delity he  ow'd  the  Prefervation  of  this  necef- 
fary  Pafs  free  from  the  Mexicans.     He  imme- 
diately difpatch'd  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  to  their 
Relief,  with  Three  hundred  Spaniards,T\vznty 
Horfe,  and  fome  Companies  of  Tlafcala  and 
Tezeucoy  amounting  to  fuch  a  Number  as  he 
thought  fufficient,  the  Troops  ofthofe  Pro- 
vinces being  already  inArms. 

Sandoval  made  no  Delay,  but  march'd 
with  fo  much  Diligence,  that  his  Succour  ar- 
rival  very    opportunely:    The  Caziques  had 
aflembled  all  their  Troops,  which,  join'd  to 
thofe  of  Sandoval,  made  a  very  confiderable 
Body.     The  Enemy  was  not  very  far  off,  their 
Army  having  lodg  d  the  Night  before  at  Gua- 
ftepeque,  and  it  was  refolv'd  to  attack  them  be- 
fore they  enter'd  upon  the  Territories  of  Chalco. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Mexicans  depending 
upon  the  Number  of  their  Forces,  and  having 
learnt  that  the  Spaniards  were  come  to  the 
Support  of  the  Chalquefes,  poflefs'd  themfelves 
of  fome  Barancas  or  hollow  Ways,  in  order  to 
wait  the  Coming  of  our  Troops  in  a  Place 
where  they  might  be  fecure  againft  the  Horfe. 
The  Spaniards  were  fenfible  of  the  Difficulty, 
when  they  came  to  the  Charge  5  and  Sandoval 
ftood  in  need  of  all  his  Refolution,  and  all  the 
Valour  of  his  Troops,  to  diflodge  the  Enemy 
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from  that  Poft,  which  they  did  with  Sword  in 
Hand,  but  not  without  fome  Lofs :  for  on  this 
Occafion  died  bravely  fighting  a  Spanifb  Sol- 
dier, call'd  Juan  cDominguez>,  much  efteem'd 
in  the  Army  for  his  fingular  Skill  in  the  ma- 
naging of  Horfcs. 

The  Mexicans  loft  a  great  Number  in  this 
Difpute;  however,  they  thought  themfclves 
ftrong  enough  to  rally  and  draw  up  upon  the 
Plain  :  But  Sandoval,  having  foon  overcome 
]the  Difficulty  of  the  Paffage,  attack'd  them  fo 
briskly,  that  he  broke  them  before  they  could 
form.  The  Vanguard  of  the  Enemy  con- 
tinu  d  the  Fight  for  fome  time  with  defperate 
Fury ;  and  if  their  Refiftance  had  lafted  a  little 
longer,  this  Combat  might  have  been  call'd  a 
Battle  :  But  this  diforderly  Multitude  foon  gave 
Way,  and  difpers'd,  and  the  Spaniards  fol- 
lowed the  Purfuit  with  fo  much  Vigour,  that 
the  Mexicans  loft  the  greateft  Part  of  their 
Troops.  Sandoval  remained  Mafter  of  the 
Field,  and  chofe  a  Place  for  his  Army  to  halt 
in,  and  take  a  little  Reft,  refolving  to  advance 
that  Night  to  Guaftepeque,  whither  the  great- 
eft  Part  of  the  Fugitives  were  retir'd. 

But  fcarce  had  the  Troops  began  to  enjoy 
the  Repofe  they  fo  much  wanted  for  the  Re- 
covery qf  their  Strength,  when  the  Scouts, 
who  had  been  fent  out  to  view  the  Avenues, 
returned,  and  gave  the  Alarm  fo  warmly,  that 
it  was  necefiary  to  form  the  Army  with  all 
Expedition.  A  Body  of  Fourteen  or  Fifteen 
thoufand  Mexicans  were  advancing  in  good 
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Order,  and  were  fo  near,  that  the  Spaniards 
could   hear  the  Sound  of  their  Drums  and 
Horns.     Thefe  Troops  were  fuppos'd  to  be 
fent  as  a  Reinforcement  to  thofe  which  had 
march'd  from  Mexico  before,  becaufe  it  was 
impoffible  for  the  latter,  who  had  been  in- 
tirely  broken,  to  have  form'd  themfelves  in 
fuch  good  Order  in  fo  fhort  a  Time,  nor  was 
the  bold  Air  with  which  they  advanced,  con- 
fiftent  with  the  Terror  of  fuch  a  Defeat.     The 
Spaniards  advanced    to  receive  thefe  New- 
comers, and  attack'd  them  fo  feafonably,  that 
putting  their  Front  in  Diforder,   they  made 
Way  for  the  Horfe  to  charge  without  any 
Risk  5  who,  according  to  Cuftqm,  jnade  fuch 
a  Slaughter  of  the  Enemy,  that  they  were  foon 
oblig  d  to  turn  their  Backs,  flying  in  Confufion 
to  the  Town  of  Guaftepeque,  where  they  be- 
lieved themfelves  in  Security  5   but  the  Spani- 
ards followed  them  fo  clofe,  (killing  all  they 
overtook)  that  they  enter'd  the  Place  at  the 
fame  Time  with  the  Fugitives,  and  maintained 
the  Entrance,  till  the  reft  of  the  Troops  come- 
ing  up,  they  divided  themfelves  into  the  feve- 
ral  Streets,  and  with  Sword  in  Hand  drove  the 
Enemy  out  of  the  Town.    The  Mexicans  loft 
great  Numbers  by  their  obftinate  Refiftance, 
and  the  reft  who  fled,  were  fp  terrified,  that 
in  a  little  Time  there  was  not  one  to  be  feen 
thereabouts. 

This  Town  was  fo  large,  that  Sandoval 
was  refolv  d  to  quarter  there  that  Night,  and 
the  Spaniards,  with  the  greateft  Part  of  their 
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Allies,  lay  under  Cover.     The  Vi&ory  was  the 
more  joyful,  becaufe  the  Soldiers  were  allow'd 
to  plunder,  provided  they  took  nothing  that 
was  burdenfome,  or  would  embarafs  them  in 
the  Ufe  of  their  Arms.     The  Cazique  of  the 
Town,  and  fome  of  the  principal  Inhabitants, 
came  a  little  after,  and  made  their  Submiflion, 
excufing  what  was  paft  by  the  Force  put  upon 
them  by  the  Mexicans,  and  fhewing  their  Sin- 
cerity by  coming  unarm'd,  and  furrendering 
themfelves  to  the  Difcretion    of  the   Con- 
querors.    The  Spaniards  recciv'd  them  cour- 
teoufly,  and  after  Sandoval  had  fent  out  to 
yiew  the  Country,    which  was  found  quiet, 
he  refolv'd,  with  the  Approbation  of  his  Cap- 
tains, to  make  his  Retreat :  but  the  People  of 
Chalco,  who  had  better  Spies  abroad,  recciv'd 
Advice,  that  the  Mexicans,  who  had  cfcap'd 
from  the  paft  Engagements,  were  all  join'd  in 
Capiftlan,   and  protefted  to  him,  That  to  re- 
treat now,  was  to  leave  them  in  the  fame 
Danger  from  which  he  came  to  deliver  them. 
Upon  this  News,  he  thought  it  neceffary  to 
go  and  difperfe  this  Body  of  Fugitives,   be- 
fore  they  fhould    be   reinforcd   with    frefh 
Troops. 

Capistlan  was  but  two  Leagues  diftant 
from  Guaftepeque  on  the  Side  of  Mexico. 
The  Town  was  ftrong  by  Nature,  being  fcated 
upon  the  Top  of  a  great  Rock,  difficult  of 
Accefs  5  with  a  River  on  the  other  Side,  which 
running  with  Rapidity  from  the  neighbouring 
Mountains,  wafh'd  the  Precipices  of  the  Rock. 

When 
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When  the  Troops  camp  up,  they  found  the 
Mexicans  prepar'd  for  their  Defence,  and  that 
they  had  cover'd  all  the  Top  of  this  Eminence 
with  Soldiers ;  who  celebrated  their  Security 
with  loud  Cries,  and  difcharging  fome  Arrows, 
not  fo  much  to  wound,  as  to  irritate  the  Spa- 
niards :  Sandoval refolvd  to  drive  the  Enemy 
from  this  Poft,  that  he  might  leave  the  neigh- 
bouring Provinces  free  from  any  Fear  of  a  new 
Invafion  ;-  and  finding  there  were  only  three 
Ways  by  which  he  could  make  the  Attack, 
which  were  equally  difficult,  he  ordered  the 
Troops  of  Chalco  and  Tlafcala  to  advance 
firft,  as  People  more  accuftom'd  to  thofe  rugged 
Pafles.  But  they  did  not  obey  with  the  fame 
Readinefs  they  us'd  to  do,  fhewing  by  the 
Slownefs  of  their.  Motion,  that  they  thought 
the  Difficulty  of  this  Undertaking  fuperior  to 
their  Force  5  fo  that  Sandoval,  impatient  of 
Delay,  threw  himfelf  into  the  Danger  at  the 
Head  of  the  Spaniards,  which  fo  animated  the 
Indians,  that,  finding  by  this  Example  the  Un- 
reafonablenefs  of  their  Fear,  they  advanced  by 
the  mod  difficult  Parts  of  the  Rock,  mount- 
ing it  with  more  Eafe  than  the  Spaniards,  and 
fighting  with  equal  Bravery.  The  Way  was 
fo  fteep  in  fome  Places,  that  they  could  not 
make  Ufe  of  their  Hands,  without  Fear  of 
their  Feet  flipping,  and  the  Stones  which  the 
Enemy  roll'd  down  from  the  Top,  wounded 
more  than  their  Darts  and  Arrows  :  Neverthe- 
lefs,  the  Fire-Arms  and  Crofs-Bows,  clear 'd 
the  Way  for  the  Pikes  and  Swords,  and  the 
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Aflailants,    by  their  Valour  and   Conftancy, 
forcing  their  Way  againft  all  Oppofition,  gain'd 
the  Top  of  the  Hill  at  the  fame  Time  that  the 
Mexicans  were  retiring  into  the  Town,  fo 
difpirited,  that  they  fcarce  made  a  Difpofition 
to  defend  it,  or  defended  it  fo  weakly,  that 
they  were  driven  to  the  Edge  of  the  Precipice, 
where  all  that  did  not  fling  themfelves  down, 
were  put  to  the  Sword  5   and  the  Slaughter 
was  fo  great  upon  this  Occafion,  that  for  a 
while  (according  to  the  moft  cxadt  Relations) 
there  ran  Streams  of  Mexican  Blood  into  the 
River,  in  fuch  Abundance,  that  the  Spaniards 
who  went  down  to  quench  their  Thirft,  were 
obliged  to  refrain  from  drinking,  or  to  do  it 
with  Horror. 

Sandoval  had  his  Armour  broke  in  two 
Places  by  Stones,  and  fome  Spaniards  were 
very  much  wounded  5  among  whom  Andrez, 
de  Tapia,  and  Hernando  de  Ofma,  were  the 
mod  confiderable,  or  beft  deferv  d  to  be  re- 
member'd.  The  Confederates  fuffer'd  moft; 
becaufe  that  Part  of  the  Rock  by  which  they 
attacked  was  very  difficult  to  mount,  and  they 
ran  upon  the  Danger  more  precipitately. 

Sandoval  having  gain'd  three  or  four 
Victories  in  fo  fhort  a  Time,  and  the  Mexi- 
cans being  defeated  and  chas'd  out  of  thole 
Provinces  that  needed  the  Protection  of  his 
Arms,  he  began  his  March  the  next  Day  for 
Tezeuco  by  the  fame  Road  he  came,  and  ar- 
f  iv'd  there  without  any  Oppofition. 

As 
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As  foon  as  the  News  of  his  Retreat  was 
brought  to  Mexico,  the  Emperor  fent  a  new 
Army  againft  the  Province  of  Chalcoy  which 
plainly  fliew'd  the  great  Defire  he  had  to  cut 
off  the  Spaniards  Communication  with  Tlaf- 
cala-     The  Chalquefes  had  News  of  this  Inva- 
sion, at  a  Time  when  they  could  have  no  De- 
pendence but  upon  their  own  Arms;  and  af- 
fembling  in  Hafte  the  Troops  they  had  ready, 
with  thofe  they  could  get  from  their  Allies, 
they  took  the  Field  with  more  Refolution  than 
formerly,  and  obferving  a  better  Order  in  the 
Difpofition  of  their  Men.     The  two  Armies 
advancd  towards  each  other,  and  fighting  with 
equal  Bravery,  the  Battle  was  long  and  bloody  $ 
but  in  the  End  the  Chalquefes  gain  d  the  Vic- 
tory, and  tho'  they  loft  great  Numbers  in  the 
Aftion,  they  flew  more  of  the  Mexicans ',  and 
remain'd  Mafters  of  the  Field.     The  News  of 
this  Victory  was  received  with  great  Applaufe  at 
Tezeuco imdCortes  was  particularly  pleas'd,  to 
find  that  his  Allies  were  in  a  Condition  to  fup- 
port  themfelves,  and  that  their  own  Forces 
were  fufficient  to  defend  them.     This  happy 
Succefs  was  principally  owing  to  their  Valour, 
but  the  Order  and  good  Difcipline  which  they 
obferVd  in  the  Fight,  did  much  contribute  to 
the  Viftory,  and  it  was  of  great  Importance  to 
thofe  People  to  have  been  Conquerors  in  other 
Battles,  wherein  they  loft  the  Fear  they  had  con- 
ceived of  the  commanding  Nation,  and  by  the 
Help  of  the  Spaniards  had  difcover'd  the  Se- 
cret, That  Mexicans  could  be  beaten  like  other 
JMcn.  CHAP, 
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CHAP.     XVIL 

Cortes  marches  out  of  Tezeuco,  to  view 
the  Lake  on  the  Side  of  Suchimilco :  He 
has  two  dangerous  Engagements  with  the 
Enemy,  who  had  fortified  themf elves  up- 
on the  Mountains  of  Guaftcpequc, 

CORTES  could  have  wifh'd,  that  San- 
doval had  not  returned  without  pene- 
trating as  far  as  Suchimilco  upon  the  Lake, 
which  was  but  a  few  Leagues  diftant  from 
Guaftepeque,  it  being  of  great  Importance  to 
take  a  View  of  that  City,  where  there  was  a 
very  broad  Caufey,  which  join'd  the  principal 
ones  that  led  to  Mexico.  And  as  the  finifhing 
of  the  Brigantines  would  ftill  take  up  fomc 
Time,  he  rcfolv'd  to  employ  it  in  this  Expedi- 
tion. He  alfo  confider'd  the  Advantage  of  co- 
vering the  Paffage  to  Tlafcala,  and  animating 
the  People  of  Chalco,  who  feem'd  apprehen- 
five  of  new  Invafions.  Cortes  charged  him- 
felf  with  the  Execution  of  this  Dcfign,  taking 
with  him  Chrijioval  de  Olid,  Tedro  de  Al- 
varado,  Andres  de  Tapia,  and  Julian  de  Al- 
derete,  with  Three  hundred  Spaniards,  and 
fuch  Troops  of  Tezeuco  and  Tlafcala  as  he 
judg'd  ncccflary,  fuppofmg  he  fhould  find  the 
Caziquc  oiChalco,  with  his  Allies  in  Arms. 

In  his  Abfencc,  he  left  the  Military  Com- 
mand with  Sandoval,  and  the  Civil  with  the 
Caziquc  T>on  Hernando,  who  was  always  fub- 
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miflive  and  affectionate  5  and  tho'  his  Age 
and  Genius  inclined  him  to  more  active  Em- 
ployments, he  had  fufficient  Underftanding 
to  know,  that  it  was  more  meritorious  to 
obey. 

Hernan  CoRTEsfetoutfromTV^^^, 
on  the  fth  of  April,  15-215  and  hearing  no 
News  of  the  MexicanSy  march'd  with  fo  much 
Diligence,  that  he  arrived  the  next  Night  at 
Chalco,  where  he  found  the  Confederate  Ca- 
ziques  aflembled  in  the  City,  arid  under  an 
Alarm,  becaufe  they  did  not  expect  any  Suc- 
cour from  the  Spaniards,  and  had  difcovered 
on  the  Side  of  Suchimilco  a  new  Army  of 
Mexicans,  much  ftronger  than  any  of  the 
former,  who  were  coming  with  a  Defign  to 
ravage  and  poflefs  themfelves  of  their  Coun- 
try. The  Demonftrations  of  their  Joy  were 
equal  to  the  Trouble  they  were  in  before: 
They  threw  themfelves  at  the  Feet  of  the 
Spaniards ,  and  lifted  up  their  Eyes  to  the 
Heavens,  to  the  favourable  Difpofition  of 
which  (according  to  their  Ideas)  they  attri- 
buted this  fudden  Change  of  their  Fortune. 
Cortes  intended  to  make  Ufe  of  their  Arms, 
and  therefore  leaving  them  in  the  Opinion, 
that  he  was  come  only  to  fuccour  them,  he 
did  what  he  could  to  recover  them  out  of 
the  Fright  they  had  conceived,  and  by  ap- 
plauding their  Victory,  to  give  them  a  high 
Conceit  of  their  own  Bravery. 

These  Caziques  had  their  advanced  Cen- 
tries  and  fome  Spies  in  the  Enemies  Country, 

who 


Book  V.    Con  que  ft  of  Mexico.     38  5 

who  palling  the  Word  from  one  to  another, 
gave  Notice  continually  of  the  Enemies  Mo- 
tions 5    and  by  this  Means  they  underftood, 
that   the  Mexicans,  being  informed  of  the 
Arrival  of  the  Spaniards  at  Chalco,  had  made 
a  Halt  upon  the  Mountains,   which  were  in 
the  Way,  dividing  their  Troops,  to  garifon 
fomc  Fortrefles  on  the  Tops  of  thofe  Emi- 
nencies  that   were  mod  difficult  of  Acccfs. 
This  Conduit  of  the  Mexicans  might  have 
been  defigncd,  either  to  conceal  the  Number 
of  their  Troops,  till  fuch  time  as  Cortes  fhould 
retire,   that  they  might  afterwards  fall   upon 
his  Allies  5  or,  what  feems  more  probable,  to 
wait  the  coming  of  their  Enemies,  in  a  Place 
where  they  had  the  Advantage  of  the  Ground : 
But  in   both  thefe  Cafes  it  feemed  abfolutely 
ncceflary  to  attack  them  in  their  Fortifications, 
That  no  Time  might  be  loft  in  marching  to 
Suchimilco. 

With  this  Refoiution  the  Army  marched 
the  fame  Night  to  a  Town,  defcrted  by  its 
Inhabitants,  at  the  Foot  of  the  Mountain, 
where  it  was  joined  by  the  Troops  of  Chalco, 
and  of  the  adjacent  Country:  A  numerous 
Body  of  good  Soldiers,  which  animated  the 
reft  of  the  Nations,  who  were  advancing  to 
the  Defiles  in  fome  Concern.  At  the  firft 
Appearance  of  the  Day,  they  began  to  enter 
the  Mountains,  by  a  narrow  and  difficult  Path, 
between  two  Ridges  of  Rocks.  Some  Me- 
xicans,  who  came  to  provoke  the  Spaniards, 
{hewed  thcmfelves  upon  the  Tops  of  the  Rocks 

on 
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on  both  Sides.  The  Army  marched  (lowly 
on,  filing  off,  as  the  Nature  of  the  Ground 
required,  till  they  came  to  a  Plain,  at  an 
Opening  of  the  Hills,  which  at  fome  Di- 
stance clofed  again.  Here  Cortes  formed  his 
Men  as  well  as  he  could,  having  difcovered  on 
the  higheft  Eminence  a  considerable  Fortrefs, 
where  the  Enemy  had  lodged  themfelves  in 
fuch  Numbers,  as  might  have  ftruck  a  Dread, 
tho'  in  a  lefs  advantageous  Pod.  Their  Defign 
was  to  provoke  the  Spaniards,  and  draw  them 
on  to  the  Attack,  in  the  Midft  of  thofe  Pre- 
cipices, where  the  Difficulty  of  the  Way 
was  no  lefs  dangerous  than  the  Arms  of  the 
Enemy. 

Cortes  was  (lung  to  the  Quick  by  the  in- 
fulting  Railleries  of  the  Enemy,  who  laughed 
at  his  Delay,  nor  could  he  bear  with  Pa- 
tience their  reproaching  the  Spaniards  with 
Cowardice  5  fo  that,  giving  Way  to  Anger, 
(feldom  a  good  Counfellor)  he  marched  his 
Troops  to  the  Foot  of  the  Mountain,  where, 
without  (laying  to  chufe  the  lead  difficult 
Path,  he  ordered  two  Companies  of  Mufque- 
teers  and  Crofs-Bows  to  advance  to  the  At- 
tack, under  the  Command  of  Captain  Tedro 
de  Barba,  accompany 'd  by  fome  Soldiers  of 
particular  Diftin&ion,  who  voluntarily  offer'd 
themfelves,  among  which  was  our  Bernal 
*Diaz,  delCaftillo,  who,  not  fatisfied  with  the 
Reputation  of  Valour  he  had  already  eftablifh'd, 
put  in  for  a  Share  in  every  difficult  Under- 
taking, 

The 
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The  Mexicans  retired  as  the  Spaniards 
mounted  the  Hill,  feigning  to  be  in  fome  Dis- 
order, that  they  might  entice  them  on  to  the 
moft  dangerous  Part  of  the  Precipice ;  which 
they  had  no  fooner  efFe&ed,  but  they  rcturn'd, 
with  moft  horrible  Cries,  letting  fall  from  the 
Top  fuch  a  terrible  Shower  of  great  Stones, 
and  intire  Rocks,  as  barred  up  the  Way,  after 
having  borne  down  every  Thing  it  met  with. 
This  firftCharge  did  great  Damage,  and  it  would 
have  been  much  greater,  if  Enf\gnC/jri/toval  del 
Coral,  and  Bernal'Diaz,  delCaftillo,  who  ad- 
vanced before  the  reft,  had  not  retired  to  the 
Hollow  of  a  Rock,  and  advis'd  the  reft  to  halt, 
and  leave  the  Path,  it  being  impofliblc  to  go 
on,  without  falling  into  greater  Danger.  The 
General  was  fenfible,  that  there  was  no  con- 
tinuing the  Attack  that  Way ;  and  fearing  they 
would  all  have  perifhed,  fent  them  Orders 
immediately  to  retire,  which  they  did  with 
the  lame  Danger.  This  A&ion  coft  the  Lives 
of  four  Spaniards ;  Captain  Tedro  de  Barba 
was  hurt,  and  many  others  wounded.  Cortes 
was  inwardly  fretted  at  this  Difgrace,  as  being 
in  Effect  owing  to  his  own  Imprudences  but 
in  publick  he  called  it  the  Chance  of  War, 
hiding  the  Weaknefs  of  his  Excufes  with  Me- 
naces againft  the  Enemy. 

He  ftrait  refolved  to  advance  with  fome  of 
his  Captains,  in  Search  of  a  lefs  dangerous 
Path,  whereby  to  gain  the  Top  of  the  Moun- 
tain :  And  to  this  Kcfolution  he  was  equally 
carried,  by  a  Dcfirc  of  revenging  his  Lofi,  and 
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by  the  Inconveniency  of  continuing  his  March 
with  the  Enemy  at  his  Back.  Neverthelefs, 
he  could  not  put  this  Defign  in  Execution; 
for  at  the  fame  time  he  difcovered  an  Ambu- 
fcade,  which  gave  him  an  Opportunity  of 
coming  fooner  to  an  Engagement.  A  Body 
of  the  Enemy's  Troops,  which  had  been  potted 
on  the  other  Side  oi  the  Mountain,  coming 
down  and  poflefling  themfclves  of  a  Wood 
.near  the  Road,  watched  an  Opportunity  to 
charge  the  Rear  of  the  Spaniards,  when  they 
fhould  fee  them  engaged  in  the  Defilees;  and 
had  alfo  given  Notice  to  thofe  above,  to  come 
down  and  attack  the  Van-guard  at  the  fame 
time:  And  this  Stratagem  of  the  Barbarians 
fhows,  what  Matters  Hatred  and  Malice  arc., 
in  the  Arts  of  War. 

Hernan  Cortes  caufed  his  Troops  to 
make  the  fame  Movement,  as  if  he  defigned 
to  continue  his  March,  laying  open  his  Flanks 
to  the  Mexicans  in  Ambufcade;  and  when  he 
thought  they  were  fecure,  turned  fhort  upon 
them :  But  they  fled  fo  nimbly,  and  were  fo 
favoured  by  the  Thicknefs  of  the  Woods, 
that  he  did  them  little  Damage;  and  perceiv- 
ing at  the  fame  time,  that  the  Fugitives  took 
the  Road  of  GnaJIepeque,  he  detached  his  Ca- 
valry for  the  Purfuit,  and  made  the  Infantry- 
advance  fome  Paces.  This  Motion  ferved  to 
difcover,  that  the  Mexicans  above  had  aban- 
doned their  Fort,  and  were  following  the 
March  of  the  Spaniards  by  the  Tops  ot  the 
Mountains,    fo   that   the  Inconvenience    of 
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leaving  the  Enemy  behind  now  ceafing,  the 
Army  purfued  their  Way  without  any  other 
Oppofition,  than  the  Cries  of  the  Enemy, 
till  about  a  League  and  a  half  forward,  they 
came  to  another  Fortrcfs  like  the  former , 
which  the  Mexicans  had  garifoncd;  and  tho' 
their  Cries  and  Menaces  fufficiently  provok'd 
the  General,  it  was  too  near  Night,  and  he 
had  a  fatal  Experience  too  frefh  in  his  Me- 
mory, to  engage  with  them  anew,  without 
further  Precaution. 

His  Army  encamped  near  a  little  forfaken 
Village  on  the  Top  of  an  Eminence,  from 
whence  they  could  difcover  the  neighbouring 
Mountains.  The  Soldiers  fuffcred  very  much 
in  this  Place  for  want  of  Water;  and  Thirft 
was  an  Enemy,  alone  fufficient  to  difturb 
their  Hours  of  Reft.  In  the  Morning  they 
found  Relief  from  fome  Springs,  which  were 
not  far  from  the  Camp  5  and  Cortes  com- 
manding the  Army  to  follow  him,  advanced 
to  view  the  Fortrcfs,  of  which  the  Enemies 
had  poffefs'd  themfelves,  and  found  it  more 
inaccefllble  than  the  former :  For  the  Road 
in  going  up  made  fcveral  Turns,  and  was 
throughout  cxpofed  to  the  Darts  of  the  Ene- 
my. But  obferving  another  Eminence  within 
Musket-fhot,  which  the  Enemy  had  neglefted, 
he  commanded  Verdugo,  Barba>  and  Aide- 
rete,  to  mount  with  the  Musketeers,  and 
ieizc  it,  in  order  to  embarafs  the  Mexicans 
in  their  Defence  of  the  other  Hill.  This  was 
prefently  put  in  Execution,  by  taking  a  Road 
C  c  2  covered 
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Covered  from  the  Enemy,  who,  frighted  at  the 
Number  of  Men  who  were  killed  by  the 
firft  Difcharge  of  the  Fire-Arms,  thought  only 
of  retiring  to  a  confiderable  Town  joining  to 
their  Fortrefs.  The  Spaniards  below  guefs'd 
the  Truth  of  what  had  happen  d  by  the  chafing 
of  the  Enemies  Cries  s  and  as  they  were  pre- 
paring for  the  Attack,  had  Advice  from  the 
neighbouring  Height,  that  the  Mexicans  had 
intirely  abandoned  their  Fort,  and  were  flying 
to  the  diftant  Parts  of  the  Country  :  fo  that 
Cortes  thought  it  unneceflary  to  take  a  View  of 
that  Port,  which  he  did  not  defign  to  keep,  and 
was-  of  no  Importance  after  it  was  quitted  by 
the  Enemy. 

But  before  the  Army  renewed  their  March, 
they  difcover'd  feveral  Women  on  the  Top  of 
the  Hill,  calling  out  for  Peace,  hanging  out 
white  Cloths,  which  they  wav'd  up  and  down, 
and  accompanying  thefe  with  other  Signs  of 
Submiflion,  that  oblig'd  Cortes  to  fend  for 
them.  The  Cazique  immediately  came  down, 
and  offered  his  Obedience,  fubmitting  not  only 
the  Fort  where  he  rcftded,  but  the  other  alio 
which  they  had  left  behind,  and  which  be- 
longed to  his  Jurifdiction.  He  made  an  Apo- 
logy with  the  Air  of  a  Man  that  fpoke  Truth, 
and  laid  all  the  Blame  of  the  Refiftance  the 
Army  had  met  with  upon  thofe  Mountains, 
on  the  Mexicans,  who  were  too  powerful  for 
him.  Hernan  Cortes  admitted  his  Excufes, 
either  that  he  believ'd  them  true,  or  that  he 
thought  it  not  a  proper  Time  to  examine  them 
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•ftri&ly.  The  Cazique  fccm'd  very  much  con- 
cerned, that  he  fhould  pafs  through  his  Terri- 
tories without  receiving  the  Submiflion  of  his 
-Vafials;  and  Cortes y  to  farisfy  him,  wasoblig'd 
to  fend  two  Companies  of  Spaniards  to  take 
Pofleflion  in  the  Name  of  the  Emperor,  ac- 
cording to  the  Cuftom  obferv'd  at  that  Time. 

After  this  Ceremony  was  over,  which  did 
not  detain  them  long,  the  Army  march'd  on 
to  Guaftepeque,  a  populous  Town,  which  Gon- 
zalo  de  Sandoval 'had  left  in  Peace,  and  which 
they  found  as  full  of  Inhabitants,  and  as  well 
ftock'd  with  Provisions,  as  if  it  had  been  a  Time 
of  Peace,  or  they  had  fuffer'd  nothing  by  Op- 
preffion  from  the  Mexicans. 

The  Cazique  with  the  principal  Inhabitants 
came  to  wait  upon  Cortes ',  to  allure  him  of  his 
Obedience,  and  invite  him  to  accept  of  a 
Lodging  he  had  prepar'd  for  the  Spaniards  in 
his  own  Palace,  and  other  Lodgings  in  the  City 
for  the  Commanders  of  the  Confederate 
Troops  j  promifing  to  fupply  the  reft  with 
all  ncceflary  Provisions,  which  he  accordingly 
performed  with  great  Prudence  and  Liberality. 

His  Palace  was  fo  fumptuous  a  Building, 
that  it  might  vye  with  thofe  of  Motezuma,  and 
fo  large,  that  all  the  Spaniards  were  lodged 
in  it  with  Eafe.  In  the  Morning  he  carried 
them  into  a  Garden  he  kept  for  his  Diverfion, 
(nothing  inferior  to  that  of  Iztapalapa)  whofe 
Spacioufnefs  and  Fertility  the  Spaniards greatly 
admir'd,  becaufe  it  far  exceeded  their  Expecta- 
tion, and  was  afterwards  fpoke  of  as  one  of  the 

C  c  3  Wonders 
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Wonders  of  that  new  World  :  It  was  above 
half  a  League  long,  and  near  as  much  in 
Breadth  5  the  Ground  was  level  and  uniform, 
and  regularly  divided  into  Plats,  with  all  the 
Fruit-Trees  and  Plants,  which  that  Country 
produe'd,  with  feveral  great  Ponds  which  re- 
ceived the  Water  of  the  neighbouring  Moun- 
tains, and  feveral  Squares  after  the  Manner  of 
Parterres  full  of  Flowers,  and  medicinal  Herbs, 
cultivated  with  great  Care,  and  plac'd  in  exad 
Order  5  the  Work  of  a  powerful  Lord,  who 
had  a  Tafte  of  Agriculture,  and  had  ftudied  to 
heighten  the  Beauties  of  Nature  with  the  Orna- 
ments of  Art. 

Cortes  endeavour'd  to  engage  this  Ca- 
zique  in  his  Intereft  by  ibme  Preients  \  but  re- 
ceiving Advice,  as  he  was  entering  into  the 
Garden,  that  the  Enemy  were  expe&ing  him 
at  Quatlavaca,  (a  Town  lying  in  the  Way  he 
was  to  pafs)  he  took  but  little  Pleafure  in  the 
Beauties  of  the  Place,  and  gave  Orders  for  the 
Army  immediately  to  march,  not  without  fome 
Concern  that  he  had  (laid  longer  than  he  ought. 
For  fuch  is  the  Nature  of  Care,  with  great 
Difficulty  to  admit  of  Interruption ;  and  if  for 
a  while  diverted,  to  return  again  with  greater 
Violence. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.     XVIII. 

7"he  Army  pajfes  on  to  Quatlavaca,  where 

the    Mexicans    receive   a   new    "Defeat ; 

from  thence  to  Suchimilco,  where  Cortes 

furmounts  a  great  'Difficulty,   and  is  in 

Danger  of  being  loft. 

QUATLAVACA  was  a  populous  Town, 
ftrong  by  Nature,  fituate  between  Bar- 
rancas, or  breakings  of  the  Earth  above  ekht 
Fathoms  deep,  which  ferv'd  as  a  Ditch  to  the 
Place,  and  PafTages  for  the  Water  that  defend- 
ed from  the  Mountains.  The  Army  arriv'd  at 
this  Place  after  having  iiibdu'd  all  the  Towns 
which  lay  in  their  Way  without  any  Difficulty. 
The  Mexicans  had  cut  down  the  Bridges,  and 
covered  the  Banks  with  fuch  a  Number  of  Sol- 
diers, that  the  Paffage  fcem'd  impofllblc.  Bur; 
Cortes  drew  up  his  Army  at  a  convenient  Di- 
ftance,  and  while  the  Spaniards  and  Confe- 
derates endeavour'd  to  divert  the  Enemy  with 
their  Fire- Arms  and  Arrows,  he  went  to  view 
the  Barranca;  and  finding  it  at  fomc  Diftancc 
lower  much  narrower,  he  immediately  ordcr'd 
two  or  three  Bridges  to  be  made  of  Trees  cut 
at  the  Root,  which  rcach'd  from  one  Side  to 
the  other,  and  which  laid  together  as  well  as 
was  poilible,  made  a  Way,  tho'  fomewhat 
dangerous,  for  the  Infantry  to  pafs.  The 
Spaniards  of  the  Van-guard,  leaving  the  Tlaf 

C  c  4  calans 
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calans  to  keep  the  Enemy  in  Play,  immedi- 
ately pafs'd  over,  and  form'd  a  Battalion  on  the 
other  Side  of  the  Ditch,  which  was  continu- 
ally augmented  by  the  Allies.  But  the  Mexi- 
cans >  who  were  quickly  fenfible  of  their  Neg- 
ligence, pour'd  down  upon  thofe  that  had  pafs'd 
with  fo  much  Refolution,  that  they  had  much 
to  do  to  keep  their  Ground  5  and  the  Succcfs 
had  been  very  doubtful,  if  Cortes  had  not  op- 
portunely arrived,  follow'd  by  Olid,  Alva- 
radoy  and  Tapia,  who,  whilft  the  Foot  were 
getting  over,  had  found  out  a  Paflage  for  the 
Horfe,  which  tho'  a  very  difficult  and  dan- 
gerous one,  was  of  great  Ufe  in  the  extreme 
Danger  to  which  the  Spaniards  were  re- 
duced. 

.  The  Horfe  wheel'd  about  in  order  to  charge 
the  Mexicans  in  the  Rear,  which  they  did,  affift- 
ed  by  fome  Foot  brought  to  their  Succour  by 
BernalT^iaz*  delCaftillo\  who,  pufh'd  on  by 
his  Courage,  had  pafs'd  the  Ditch  by  the 
Means  of  two  or  three  Trees  which  were  fallen 
down  by  their  own  Weight,  and  lay  acrofs 
the  Barranca.  Several  Spaniards  quitted  the 
Skirmifh  to  follow  the  Example  of  T)iaz>,  as 
did  a  confiderable  Number  of  Indians,  who 
all  mix'd  with  the  Horfe,  when  they  made  their 
Charge. 

But  the  Mexicans,  who  now  faw  the  Dan- 
ger that  threatened  them  in  the  midft  of  their 
Fortifications,  gave  themfclves  for  loft,  and  di- 
fperfingj  fought  only  to  efcape  in  the  beft  Man- 
ner they  could  to  the  Mountains.     They  loft 
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great  Numbers,  both  in  the  Defence  of  the 
Ditch,  and  in  their  Flight  5  ncvcrthclcfs,  the 
greateft  Part  faved  themfelves  among  the  Rocks 
and  Precipices,  where  it  was  not  pofliblc  to 
purfue  them.  The  Town  was  found  intircly 
abandond,  but  with  good  Store  of  Provifions, 
and  fome  Spoils,  which  were  given  to  the  Sol- 
diers. A  little  after,  the  Caziquc,  and  fome  of 
the  chief  Inhabitants,  who  were  willing  to  fub- 
mit,  called  to  the  Spaniards  from  the  further 
Side  of  the  Ditch,  defiring  Leave  to  return  to 
the  Town,  and  prepare  Quarters  for  theTroops; 
which  was  immediately  granted,  and  they  were 
of  Ufe  afterwards,  rather  by  the  Notice  they 
gave  of  the  Enemy's  Motions,  and  by  their 
Knowledge  of  the  Country,  than  for  any  Want 
the  Spaniards  had  of  their  Offers,  or  any  De- 
pendence they  had  on  their  Excufes,  the  Neigh- 
bourhood of  Mexico  keeping  them  in  a  neccf- 
fary  Subjc&ion. 

Early  the  next  Morning  the  Army  took 
the  Road  of  Suchimilco,  a  Place  which  de- 
ferv'd  the  Name  of  a  City,  feated  on  the  Edge 
bf  a  Frcfh-Watcr  Lake,  which  had  a  Commu- 
nication with  the  great  Lake  5  the  Buildings 
were  partly  on  the  Land,  and  partly  in  the 
Water,  where  a  great  Number  of  Canoes 
ferved  them  to  pafs  from  Place  to  Place  :  It 
was  of  great  Importance  to  take  a  View  of  this 
Poll,  which  was  within  four  Leagues  of  Mexi- 
co: but  the  March  was  very  troublefome  5  for 
after  they  had  pafs'd  a  Dcfilee  three  Leagues 
long,  they  came  into  a  barren  dry  Country, 

where 
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where  the  Soldiers  fliffcr'd  very  much  for  want 
of  Water ;  the  Fatigue  of  the  March,  and  the 
Heat  of  the  Sun,  increafmg  their  Thirft  to  inch 
a  Degree,  that  at  their  Entrance  into  a  Forcft 
of  Pines,  they  were  infcnfible  of  any  Relief 
from  its  Shade. 

Near  the  Road  they  found  fome  Houfes 
within  the  Jurifdiction  of  Suchtmilco,  built 
for  Farm-Houfes,  or  for  Pieafure,  by  the  Inha- 
bitants of  that  Place.  Here  the  Army  lodged, 
and  enjoy  M  that  Night  the  Reft  and  Refreih- 
ment  they  fo  much  wanted.  The  Enemy  had 
purpofely  quitted  them,  to  wait  the  Spaniards 
in  a  ftronger  Poft.  Cortes  drew  up  his  Army 
in  Order  of  Battle  at  Break  of  Day,  and  began 
his  March,  expecting  to  meet  with  a  good  deal 
of  Difficulty  in  his  prefent  Enterprize  5  it  not 
being  likely,  that  the  Mexicans  would  leave 
SuchimilcQ,  a  Poft  of  fo  great  Importance,  and 
fo  near  to  Mexico,  without  a  ftrong  Garifon, 
efpecially  fince  all  thofe  who  had  efcap'd 
from  the  paft  Engagements,  were  retir'd  to 
that  Place. 

His  Conjectures  prov'd  right;  for  the  Enemy 
(the  Relation  of  whole  Numbers  may  be  true, 
but  (hall  be  omitted  as  improbable)  had  drawn 
up  their  Battalions  in  a  Plain  at  fome  Diftance 
from  the  City,  having  a  great  and  rapid  River 
in  their  Front,  which  difcharg'd  itfelf  into  the 
Lake.  They  had  double-lin'd  the  Banks  of 
this  River,  and  difpos'd  their  main  Body  for 
the  Defence  of  a  wooden  Bridge,  which  they 
would  not  cut  down,    having   barricaded  it 

with 
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with  Planks  and  Fafcines,  and  fuppofing,  that 
tho'  this  Fortification  fhould  be  fore'd,  they 
fhould  have  a  fufficient  Advantage  in  the  Nar- 
rownefs  of  the  Pafs,  and  be  able  to  deftroy 
their  Enemies  as  faft  as  they  came  over  the 
Bridge. 

HernanCortes  perceiv'd  the  Difficulty, 
but,  without  appearing  concerned,  extended 
the  Troops  of  the  Allies  along  the  Bank  of  the 
River  ;  and,  whilft  both  Sides  made  lbme  Dis- 
charges at  each  other  with  little  Effect,  he 
commanded  the  Spaniards  to  advance,  and 
gain  the  •Bridge.  The  Spaniards  met  with 
fuch  an  obftinate  Refinance,  that  they  were 
twice  repuls'd  >  but  returning  a  third  Time  to 
the  Attack  with  greater  Vigour,  and  making 
Ufe  of  the  Enemy's  Trenches  againft  them, 
they  foon  became  Matters  of  the  Pafs  5  which 
fo  difcourag'd  the  Mexicans,  that  they  began 
every-where  to  fly,  their  Commanders  order- 
ing the  Signal  for  a  Retreat,  either  to  cover 
their  Diforder,  or  with  a  Defign  to  rally. 

The  Spaniards  made  Hade  to  feize  upon  the 
Ground  the  Mexicans  had  quitted,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  feveral  Companies  of  Tlafcala  and 
Tezeuco  threw  themfelves  into  the  River,  and 
fwam  to  the  other  Side,  where  they  join'd  the 
Army.  The  Enemy  were  drawn  up  in  Order 
of  Battle  under  the  Walls  of  the  Town,  but 
upon  the  firft  Advance  of  the  Spaniards  they 
began  to  retire,  provoking  them  ftill  by  their 
Cries,  and  fome  Difchargcs  of  Arrows,  which 
did  no  Execution,  to  fignify  that  they  retreated 

out 
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out  of  Choice.  However,  Cortes  fell  upon 
them  with  fo  much  Vigour,  that  at  the  very 
firft  Charge  it  was  feenhow  near  their  affected 
Valour  was  to  Fear.  They  continued  retiring 
into  the  City,  in  the  Entrance  of  which  they 
loft  great  Numbers,  and  flickering  themfelves 
within  the  Barricades,  with  which  they  had 
blocked  up  the  Streets,  began  again  to  ufe  their 
"Arms,  and  defy  their  Enemies. 

Hernan  Cortes  left  a  Part  of  his 
Troops  without  the  Town  to  fecure  his  Re- 
treat, and  to  oppofe  any  Attacks  that  might  be 
made  from  Abroad,  and  enter'd  wifh  the  reft 
to  purfue  the  Chace.  For  which  purpofe,  or- 
dering fome  Companies  to  force  the  Barricades 
in  the  Streets,  on  the  Right  and  Left,  he  ad- 
vanced to  the  principal  one,  where  the  Enemy 
had  their  greateft  Force.  With  fonie  Diffi- 
culty he  broke  thro*  their  Blockade,  and,  car- 
ried away  by  the  Tranfports  of  his  Courage, 
forgot  the  Care  he  ought  to  have  had  of  his 
Perfon  ;  for  throwing  himfelf  with  more  Bra- 
very than  Prudence  into  the  midft  of  a  "Multi- 
tude of  Enemies,  he  found  himfelf  furrounded 
by  them,  when  he  would  have  returned  to  the 
Affiftance  of  his  Men.  He  fupported  himfelf 
for  fome  time  with  the  utmoft  Courage,  until 
his  Horfe,  being  tir'd,  fell  under  him,  and  put 
him  in  extreme  Danger  of  his  Life.  Thofe 
who  were  neareft,  immediately  advane'd  ;  and, 
before  he  was  in  a  Condition  to  make  ufe  of 
his  Arms,  he  was  in  a  manner  taken  5  the  only 
thing  that  defended  him,  being  the  great  Defire 

the 
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the  Mexicans  had  to  take  him  alive,  for  a  Pre- 
fent  to  their  Emperor.  At  this  Inftant,  Chri- 
fiovalde  Okay  Native  of  Medina  del  Campo? 
a  Soldier  of  diftinguiflfd  Valour,  who  was  not 
far  off,  faw  the  Diftrefs  of  his  General,  and 
calling  to  fome  Tlafcalans  who  were  fighting 
near  him,  fore  d  his  Way  to  the  Place  with  fo 
much  Refolution,  and  was  fo  well  feconded 
by  thofe  that  followed  him,  that,  after  having 
kill'd  with  his  own  Hand  thofe  who  prefs'd 
moft  upon  his  General,  he  had  the  good  For- 
tune to  rcftorc  him  to  his  Liberty.  Cortes  im- 
mediately made  ufe  of  it  to  pufh  the  Enemy, 
who  cfcaping  to  that  Part  of  the  City  which 
flood  in  the  Water,  left  the  Spaniards  M afters 
of  all  the  Streets  upon  the  firm  Land. 

Cortes  came  off  with  two  flight  Wounds, 
and  Oka  with  three  dangerous  Cuts  of  a 
Sword,  whofc  Scars  were  afterwards  honour- 
able Marks  of  his  Exploit.  Herrera  faith, 
That  Cortes  owed  his  Liberty  to  a  Tlafcalan, 
-unknown  both  before  and  after,  and  relates 
the  Adion  as  a  kind  of  a  Miracle  ;  but  Bernal 
cDiaz1  who  was  one  of  the  firft  that  came  to 
theRelicf  of  the  General,  attributes  the  whole 
Honour  to  Okas  and  the  Dcfcendants  of  this 
valiant  Man  (leaving  to  God  the  Glory  which 
is  his  Due)  may  very  well  be  excus'd,  if  they 
rather  believe  an  Author  who  relates  what  he 
faw,  than  one  who  goes  upon  Conjectures. 

Whilst  this  Engagement  Lifted  in  che 
Town,  the  Troops  that  were  without,  under 
the  Command  of  Olid,  Aharado,  and  Tapia, 

were 
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were  not  idle  :  The  Nobles  of  Mexico  made 
an  extraordinary  Effort  to  reinforce  the  Gari- 
fon  of  Suchimilco,  whofe  Confervation  the 
Emperor  Gnat  into  zin  had  very  much  at  Heart. 
They  embarked  with  Ten  thoufand  chofen 
Men,  and  landed  at  fome  Diflance  from  the 
Town,  knowing  that  the  Spaniards  were  en- 
gaged in  the  Streets,  and  defigriing  to  fail  up- 
on their  Rear :  But  they  were  difcover'd,  and 
charg'd  with  fo  much  Refolution,  that  they 
were  glad  to  reimbark,  leaving  a  good  Num- 
ber of  their  Men  upon  the  Field  :  But  it  ap- 
peared, by  the  Rcfiftance  they  made,  that  they 
were  led  by  valiant  Commanders ;  and  the 
Difpute  was  fo  warm,  that  the  three  Spanijh 
Captains  were  wounded,  befides  a  confiderable 
Number  of  Spanijh  and  Tlafcalan  Soldiers. 

This  happy  Succefs  made  Hernan  Cortes 
Maftcr  of  the  Field,  and  of  all  the  Streets  and 
Buildings  upon  the  firm  Land;  and  having 
plac'd  fufficient  Guards  on  the  Water-fide,  he 
iodg  d  his  Troops  in  great  Porticoes,  near  the 
principal  Temple  5  which  having  a  fort  of  a 
Wall  capable  of  refifting  the  Arms  of  the 
Mexicans,  fcenVd  commodious  for  the  Repofe 
of  the  Soldiers,  and  the  Cure  of  their  Wounds. 
At  the  fame  Time  he  order'd  fome  Companies 
to  mount,  and  view  the  Top  of  the  Temple, 
Which  being  found  forfaken,  he  -ported  an  Of- 
ficer, and  twenty  or  thirty  Spaniards  in  the 
upper  Court,  with  Orders  to  be  alert,  and  to 
relieve  the  Gentries  often,  that  they  might  ob- 
ferve  every  thing  that  pafs'd  both  by  Land  and 

by 
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by  Water :  A  very  nccefiary  Precaution,  and 
of  which  the  Ufefulncfs  was  foon  cxpcricnc'd  ! 
for  at  the  clofc  of  the  Evening,  they  gave  No- 
tice, that  they  had  difcover'd,  on  the  Side  of 
Mexico,  above  Two  thoufand  arm'd  Canoes, 
that  advane'd  with  all  the  Speed  their  Oars 
would  permit ;  by  which  timely  Advice,  the 
Spaniards  were  enabled  to  prevent  the  Dan- 
gers of  the  Night,  by  doubling  their  Guards  at 
the  Landing-Placcs  5  and  in  the  Morning  they 
faw  the  Enemy  diicmbark  at  a  great  Diftance 
from  the  City,  in  Appearance  about  Fourteen 
or  Fifteen  thoufand  Men. 

Hernan  Cortes  went  out  to  receive 
them,  chufing  an  advantageous  Piece  of  Ground 
for  his  Horfe,  and  leaving  a  good  Part  of  his 
Troops  for  the  Defence  of  his  Quarters.  The 
two  Armies  quickly  drew  near,  and  the  Mexi- 
cans began  the  Charge  5  but  upon  receiving  the 
firft  Fire,  they  gave  Ground  5  fo  that  the  reft  of 
our  Troops  coming  up  Sword  in  Hand,  and 
charging  them  briskly,  they  foon  turn'd  their 
Backs,  and  fied;  and  the  whole  Adtion  was 
rather  a  Chace  than  a  Victory. 

Cortes  continu'd  four  Days  in  Suchi- 
milcVy  for  the  Recovery  of  his  Wounded,  the 
Troops  never  quitting  their  Arms,  becaufc  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Mexico  made  it  cafy  for 
the  Enemy  to  fend  Succours  from  thence  5  and 
even  when  they  were  free  from  thofc  Alarms, 
the  Apprehcnfion  of  them  was  fufficient  to 
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The  Day  appointed  for  the  Retreat  came, 
which  was  executed,  as  had  been  rcfolv'd  ;  the 
Enemy  ftill  continuing  their  Perfecution,  and 
fometimes  advancing  to  feize  the  difficult  Paffes, 
in  order  to  difturb  the  March  :  But  this  Oppo- 
fition  was  eafily  overcome,  and  with  consider- 
able Advantage  5  and  Hernan  Cortes  returned 
to  Tezeuco^  with  the  Satisfaction  of  having 
obtain'd  the  two  Ends  he  propos'd  by  this  Sally, 
the  Knowledge  oiSuchimilco,  (a  Place  of  Im- 
portance to  his  Defigns)  and  breaking  the  Force 
of  the  Enemy,  in  order  to  their  weaker  De- 
fence of  Mexico.  However,  he  was  inwardly 
diflatisfied  and  melancholy  for  having  loft  nine 
or  ten  Spaniards  in  this  Expedition  5  for,  be- 
fidcs  thofe  that  were  kill'd  at  the  firft  Aflault  of 
the  Mountains,  the  Mexicans  took  Three  or 
Four  alive  at  Suchimilco,  as  they  were  pillaging 
one  of  the  Houfes  in  the  Water;  and  Two  of 
his  Servants,  who  fell  into  an  Ambufcade,  by 
imprudently  feparating  from  the  Army.  What 
mightily  increas'd  his  Concern,  was  the  Cir- 
cumftance  of  their  being  taken  alive,  in  order 
to  be  facrificed  upon  the  Altars  of  the  Indian 
Idols ;  and  their  Misfortune  recalled  to  his  Mind 
his  own  paft  Danger  (when  in  the  Enemy's 
Power)  of  dying  after  the  fame  abominable  Man- 
ner.  But  he  always  made  Reflections  too  late 
on  the  Importance  of  his  Life  -,  for  when  a  Time 
of  Adion  came,  he  confuited  only  the  Motions 
of  his  Valour,  and  poftpond  the  hearing  of  what 
Prudence  might  remonftrate,  to  another  Time. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XIX, 

A  Con/piracy  of  fome  Spaniards  againfl  the 
Life  of  Cortes,  is  punifhed  by  the  "Death 
of  a  Spanifh  Soldier  $  and  a  Sedition  of 
fome  Tlafcalans,   by  the  "Death  of  Xico- 
tencal. 

THE  Brigantines  were  now  in  a  Condi- 
tion to  be  launched,  and  the  Canal  had 
Depth  and  Capacity  fufficient  to  receive  them  : 
All  other  neceiTary  Preparations  went  on  with 
Vigour;  great  Quantities  of  Arms  were  made 
for  the  Indians ',  an  etfact  Account  taken  of  all 
the  Stores  in  the  Magazines,  and  all  the  Ar- 
tillery was  proved.  The  Day  was  appointed 
for  the  Confederate  Caziques  to  appear  at  the 
Rendezvouz  with  their  Troops  ;  and  particular 
Care  was  taken  to  bring  Provifions  continually 
to  the  Place  of  Arms,  partly  for  the  fake  of  the 
Ranfoms  or  Trafficking,  and  partly  as  the  Dis- 
charge of  an  Obligation  the  Confederates  were 
under.  The  General  look'd  into  the  mod  mi- 
nute Matters  that  related  to  the  carrying  on  of 
the  War,  wherein  great  Dangers  arc  often  oc- 
cafion'd  by  fmall  Faults,  and  therefore  a  very 
extenfive  Prudence  is  required. 

But  whilft  Hernan  Cortes  had  his  Thoughts 
employ 'd  in  thefc  Affairs,  a  new  Accident  hap- 
pened, which  gave  him  much  Trouble,  try'd 
his  Valour,  and  was  a  convincing  Proof  of  his 
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Judgment :  A  Spaniard,  who  had  been  long 
in  the  Service,  came  to  him  full  of  Concern, 
and  defir'd  to  ipeak  with  him  in  private;  when 
that  was  granted,  he  informed  him,  that  during 
his  Abfence,  a  Confpiracy  had  been  forrn'd 
againft  his  Life,  and  the  Lives  of  all  his  Friends. 
The  Author  of  it  (as  he  faid)  was  a  private  Sol- 
dier, of  very  fmall  Note,  as  may  be  fuppos'd, 
fince  the  firft  time  we  hear  of  his  Name  is  with 
his  Crime.     He  was  call'd  Antonio  de  Villa- 
fana,  and  his  firft  Intention  was  to  get  off  from 
that  Enterprize,  the  Difficulties  whereof  to  him 
appeared  infuperable.     He  fhew'd  his  Uneafi- 
nefs  at  firft  by  murmuring,  and  loon  proceeded 
to  dangerous  Refolutions.     He,  and  thofe  of 
his  Pa&ion,  blam'd  the  General  for  his  obfti- 
natc  Purfuit  of  that  Conqueft,  declaring  they 
would  not  call  themfelves  away,  to  gratify  his 
Rafhnefs  5  and  talking  of  returning  to  the  Illand 
of  Cuba,  as  of  a  Thing  very  eafy  to  be  per- 
formed.    They  met  to  confult  about  this  Point 
with  much  Secrecy,  and  tho'  they  found  no 
great  Difficulty  in  quitting  the  Camp,  and  pann- 
ing as  far  as  Tlafcala,  by  Virtue  of  a  fuppos'd 
Order  from  the  General,  the  Inconvenience  of 
going  to  Vera-Critz  (which  was  unavoidable, 
in  order  to   embark)   immediately  occurred  : 
for  there  they  could  not  pretend  a  Commit 
fion  or  Leave  from  Cortes,  without  a  Pafs  un- 
der his  Hand,  nor  avoid  the  Danger  of  being 
caft  into  a  Gaol,  and  feverely  puniuYd.     This 
put  them  to  a  Nonplus,  and  yet  they  perfifted 
in  their  Refolution  of  withdrawing  themfelves, 
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without  fixing  on  the  Way  how  to  compafs 
it. 

Antonio  de  Villafana,  at  whole  Lodg- 
ing they  held  all  their  Aflemblies,  at  laft  pro* 
pos'd,  that  all  might  be  brought  to  pafi,  by 
killing  Cortes,  and  his  chief  Counfellors,  and 
electing  another  General  in  his  Room,  who 
had  not  fet  his  Heart  fo  much  upon  the  Con- 
queft  of  Mexico,  and  who  would  be  more 
governable  5  under  whofe  Command  they 
might  retreat,  without  the  Name  of  Fugitives, 
and  give  it  the  Turn  of  a  Piece  of  Service  to 
Velajquez,  by  whofe  Reprefentation  of  it  to 
the  Court  of  Spain,  it  might  be  efteem'd  as  a 
Service  done  to  the  King.  They  all  approv'd 
of  the  Projed,  and  embracing  Villafana,  the 
Tumult  began,  by  applauding  the  Sedition  : 
They  immediately  drew  up  a  Writing,  fign'd 
by  all  that  were  prefent,  whereby  they  obliged 
themfelves  to  follow  Villafana  in  the  Execu- 
tion of  this  horrible  Attempt  5  and  this  Affair 
was  managed  with  fo  much  Dexterity,  that  the 
Numbers  of  thole  who  fign'd,  increas'd  confi- 
derably  :  and  it  was  to  be  fcar'd,  that  the  fe- 
cret  Contagion  might  break  out  into  fuch  an 
Evil,  as  would  admit  of  no  Remedy. 

They  had  agreed  to  feign  a  Pacquet  from 
Vera-Cruz,  with  Letters  from  Spain,  and  to 
give  it  to  the  General,  when  he  was  at  Table 
with  his  Companions,  all  of  them  going  in  to- 
gether, under  Colour  of  hearing  the  News  5 
and  that  whilft  Cortes  was  employed  in  read- 
ing the  firft  Letter,  they  fhould  make  ufe  of 
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that  Opportunity  to  murder  him,  and  all  his 
Friends,  with  their  Ponyards  ;  after  which,  they 
were  to  go  out,  and  proclaim  Liberty  in  the 
Streets,  which  they  thought  was  fufficient  to 
make  the  Army  declare  for  them,  and  put  to 
Death  the  reft  that  were  fufpc&ed.  The  Per- 
fons  they  had  mafk'd  out  for  Deftru&ion,  ac- 
cording to  their  blind  Notions,  were  Chriftd- 
*val  de  Olid,  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  Tedro  de 
Alvarado\  and  his  Brothers,  Andres  de  Tapia> 
the  two  ordinary  Alcaldes,  Luis  Marin,  ^Pe- 
dro de  Ircio,  Bernal  "Diaz  del  Caftilloy  and 
fome  other  Soldiers,  Favourites  of  the  General. 
They  had  agreed  to  chufe  Francifco  Verdugo 
for  their  Captain-General,  becaufe  he  had  mar- 
ried a  Sifter  of  7)iego  Velafquez,,  and  there- 
fore they  thought  he  might  be  eafily  brought 
over,  and  was  the  propereft  Perfon  to  fupport 
and  credit  their  Party.  But  as  they  knew  he 
was  a  Man  of  Honour,  and  an  Enemy  to  In- 
jufticc,  they  durft  not  acquaint  him  with  their 
Defign,  till  the  Crime  was  once  committed, 
when  they  concluded  he  would  be  obliged  to 
take  upon  himfelf  the  Employment,  to  pre- 
vent greater  Evils. 

Such  was  the  Account  given  by  the  Soldier, 
who  begged  his  Life  as  a  Reward  of  his  Fide- 
lity, for  he  was  one  engaged  in  the  Confpiracy. 
Hernan  Cortes  refolv'd  to  affift  in  Perfon  at 
th^  feizing  of  Villafana,  and  at  the  firft  Mea- 
fares  that  were  to  be  taken,  to  convift  him  of 
,'  Ins  Crime ;  becaufe  the  clearing  up,  or  obfeure- 
ing  of  the  Truth,  ufually  depends  on  thefe  firft 
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Steps.     The  Importance  of  the  Affair  rcquir'd 
flo  lefs  Precaution,  and  it  was  no  Time  to  ob- 
serve the  (low  Procedures  of  judiciary  Forms. 
He  went  immediately  to  facure  lllhf'ana,  at- 
tended by  the  two  Alcaldes,  and  fomc  of  his 
Captains,  and  found  him  in  his  Quarters,  with 
three  or  four  of  his  Accomplices.     The  Trou- 
ble he  was  in  at  the  Sight  of  his  General,  was 
his  firft  Conviction. ;  and  Cortes ',  after  he  had 
order'd  him  to  be  put  in  Irons,  caus'd  all  to 
retire,  .pretending  to  examine  him  in  private  5 
when,  making  his  Advantage  of  the  Account 
that  had  been  g.iv£n  him,  he  took  out  of  his 
Bofom  the  Paper  fign\i  by  all  the  Cqnipirators. 
He  read  ir,  and  found  the  Names  of  fome  Pcr- 
fons,  whofe  Infidelity  very  much  increased  his 
Concern >  .but  concealing  it  from  his  Friends, 
he  caus'd  the  Soldiers,  who  were  found  with 
Villafana>  to  be  put  into  another  Prifon ;  and 
then  withdrew,   leaving  Inftruciions  with  the 
Officers  of  Juftice,  to  proceed  upon  his  Tryai 
with  all  poiliblc  Speed,   without  taking  any 
Notice  of  his  Accomplices.     There  was  not 
much  to  do  in  it  5  for  Viilafana  being  con- 
victed by  the  feizing  of  his  Paper,  and  believ- 
ing that  his  Friends  had  betrayed  him,  imme- 
diately confefs'd  his  Crime  :   whereupon  they 
proceeded  againft  him  by  the  Rules  of  Military 
Juftice,  and  condemnJd  him  to  die,  which  Sen- 
tence (after  allowing  him  the  ucceftary  Time 
for  difcharging  his  Duty  as  a  Chriftian)  was  put 
in  Execution  that  very  Night;  and  the  next 
Morning  he  was  feen  hanging  at  the  Window 
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of  his  own  Lodging ;  fo  that  the  Punifhment 
was  ken  at  the  fame  Time  that  the  Caufe  of 
it  was  publifn'd,  the  Guilty  being  (truck  with 
Fear,  and  the  reft  with  an  Abhorrence  of  the 
Crime. 

Cortes  was  equally  afflicted  and  provok'd 
to  fee  the  Number  of  thofe  concerned  in  the 
Confpiracy  5  but  it  was  no  proper  Time  to  ia- 
tisfy  Juftice  by  theLofs  of  fo  many  Spaniards 
at  the  Beginning  of  his  Enterprize ;  and  there- 
fore, to  avoid  punifhing  the  Guilty,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  the  Inconveniencies  of  Impunity,  he 
gave  it  out,  That  Villa  fan  a  had  fwaliow'd  a 
Paper,  torn  in  Pieces,  which  he  believ'd  con- 
tained the  Names  or  Hands  of  the  Confpirators. 
Soon  after,  he  affembled  his  Captains  and  Sol- 
>,  and  gave  them  a  fummary  Account  of 
the  horrid  Defign  and  Confpiracy  of  Villa- 
fana  againft  his  Life,  and  the  Lives  of  many 
there  prefent  5  adding,  "  That  he  thought  him- 
felf  very  happy  in  not  knowing  whether  he 
had  any  Accomplices;  tho'  the  great  Care 
Villafana  took  to  deftroy  that  Paper  he  car- 
<c  ried  in  his  Bofom,  made  him  fufpect  he  had 
<c  fome ;  but  that  he  did  not  defire  to  know 
cc  them  :  and  only  intreated  his  Friends  to  en- 
*  quire  whether  the  Spaniards  had  any  Com- 
cc  plaint  to  make  of  his  Proceedings:  becaufe 
£<  he  was  defirous,  above  all  Things,  to  give 
"  intire  Satisfaction  to  his  Soldiers,  and  was 
"  ready  to  correct  his  own  Faults,  as  he  knew 
v-  h0v./  to  ufe  the  Rigour  of  Juftice,  when  the 
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€f  Lenity  of  his  Punifhments  made  them  lofe 
€c  their  Influence." 

At  the  fame  Time  he  order'd  the  Soldiers, 
that  had  been  taken  with  Villafana,  to  be  fet 
at  Liberty  5  and  this  Declaration  of  his  Mind, 
confirmed  by  the  Care  he  took  to  fhew  no 
Change  in  his  Countenance  to  thofe  who  had 
offended,  fully  perfuaded  them  that  he  was 
ignorant  of  their  Crime  5  and  thev  afterwards 
ferv'd  with  extraordinary  Care,  to  remove  any 
Sufpicions  of  their  Fidelity. 

It  was  a  very  important  Aft  of  Prudence  to 
conceal  that  Paper  of  Subfcriptions,  to  avoid 
lofing  fo  many  Spaniards^  of  whom  he  flood 
in  Need  at  that  Time  5  but  it  was  a  greater 
Aftion  to  conceal  his  Indignation,  fo  as  not  to 
give  them  the  leaft  Occafion  of  Diftruft  :  It 
fliew'd,  that  his  Reafon  was  free,  and  that  he 
had  an  abfolute  Command  of  his  Paflions. 
However,  not  thinking  fuch  an  cxceflive  Se- 
curity, which  lays  Care  afleep,  and  feems  to 
invite  Danger,  to  be  confident  with  Difcre- 
tion,  he  then  ordered  Twelve  Men  for  the 
Guard  of  his  Perfon,  commanded  by  an  Offi- 
cer ;  and  'tis  likely  he  made  ufe  of  this  Op- 
(  portunity,  that  the  People  might,  without  Sur- 
prize, fee  this  new  Addition  to  the  Support  of 
his  Authority. 

Soon  after,  he  was  perplex'd  with  another 
Affair,  which  thoJ  of  a  different  Sort,  had  yet 
fome  Circumftances  of  Sedition  :  for  Xicoten- 
caly  who  commanded  the  firft  Troops  that 
came  from  Tlafcala,  either  upon  fornc  Difguft, 
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which  may  eafily  be  fuppos'd,  confidering  his 
haughty  Temper,  or  that  he  ftill  preferv'd  in 
his  Mind  fomc  Remains  of  his  former  Enmity, 
refolv'd  to  leave  the  Army ;  aflembling  fomc 
Companies,  which,  upon  his  earned  Intreaty, 
offend  to  dand  by  him.     He  took  the  Advan- 
tage of  the  Night  for  his  Retreat :  and  Her- 
nan  Cortes,  >vho  was  prefently  informed  of  it 
by  the  Tlafcalans  themfelves,  was  much  con- 
cerned at  a  Behaviour  of  fuch  dangerous  Con- 
fequence,    of  fo  confiderable  a  Commander 
among  thofe  Nations,  at  a  Time  when  he  was 
juft  ready  to  put  his  Defigns  in  Execution.     He 
lent   fomc  noble  Indians  of  Tezeuco  after 
him,  to  perfuade  him  to  return,  or  at  lead  to 
day  till  he  had  heard  what  he  had  to  offer ; 
but  the  Anfwcr  of  Xicoteycal  (which  was  not 
only  refolute,  but  difcourteous,  and  with  Con- 
tempt) fo  provokM  Cortes,  that  he  immediate- 
ly fent  Three  Companies  of  Spaniards,  with 
&n  additional  Force  of  Tezencan  Indians  and 
&halqtiefesy  with  Orders  to  take  him  Prifoner, 
pr  kill  him  in  cafe  of  Refiftan<pe.     The  latter 
was  put  in  Execution,  for  he  made  an  obdi- 
nate  Defence  to  thp  lad $  and  the  Tlafcalans> 
who  followed  him  contrary  to  their  own  In- 
clination,  fhew'd  but  little  Rcfbiutjon  upon 
this  Occafion,  and  returned  with  the  Spaniards 
to  the  Army,  leaving  their  Commander  hang- 
ing upon  a  Tree. 

Thus  Bernal  *Diaz  del  Cajlillo  reports  this 
Action  5  but  Antonio  de  Herrera  fays,  he  was 
brought  to  Tezeuco,  and  that  Hernan  Cortesy 

by 
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by  Virtue  of  a  Power  from  the  Rcpublick 
of  Tlafcala,  hangJd  him  publickly  in  the 
City  :  which  is  not  fo  likely,  becaufe  he 
might  have  run  a  Rifquc  among  io  great  a 
Number  of  TIafcalans,  who  could  not  but 
refent  the  Affront  of  fo  fhameful  a  Punifh- 
ment,  inflifted  on  the  Pcrfon  of  one  of  the 
firft  Men  of  their  Nation. 

Some  fay,  that  the  Spaniards  fent  after  him 
by  Cortes,   had  private  Orders  to  kill  him, 
which feems  tome  the  fafeft Rcfoiution  could 
have  been  taken  5  but  which  way  foevcr  it  was 
done,    the  extraordinary  Forefy^ht  and  Pru- 
dence of  the  General  in  managing  this  Affair 
cannot  be  denied,  fince  neither  the  Tlafcalans 
of  the  Army,  nor  the  Rcpublick,  nor  even 
jhis  pwn  Father,  made  the  leaft  Complaint  for 
his  Death;  for  having  been  informed  feme 
Days  before,  that  the  young  Man  fo  far  for- 
got himfelf  as  to  fpeak  ill  of  his  Conducl, 
and  endeavour'd  to  difcredit  among  thofe  of 
his  Nation  the  Enterprize  upon  Mexico,  Cor- 
tes fent  an  Account  of  it  to  Tlafcala,  de- 
firing  they  would  recall  him,  upon  Pretence 
of  employing  him  clfe where,  or  make  ufc  of 
their  Authority  to  corred  his  Diforders  :  And 
the  Senate,  in  which  his  own  Father  was  pre- 
fent,  anfwer'd,  That  according  to  the  Laws 
of  the  Rcpublick,    whofoevcr  was  guilty  of 
Mutiny  in  the  Army  defcrv'd  Death;  and  that 
he  might  proceed  againft   him  with  the  ut- 
moft  Rigour,  if  he  found  it  ncceflary,  as  they 
would  do  both  againft  Xicotencal  and  all  that 

fol^ 
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followed  him,  if  they  return  d  to  Tlafcala. 
This  Permiffion  gave  Cortes  full  Authority  to 
punifh  Xicotencal $  yet  he  fuffer'd  his  In  fa- 
ience for  fome  Days,  in  Hopes  to  reduce  him 
by  gentle  Means.  But  we  are  more  inclin'd 
to  believe,  that  he  was  put  to  Death  without 
the  City  of  Tezeuco,  according  to  the  Rela- 
tion of  Bernal  'Diaz  ;  for  Cortes  very  well 
knew  the  Difference  between  the  Sight  of  an 
A&ion  of  fo  much  Severity,  and  the  Relation 

of  it  after  it  was  done :  it  beine  an  evident 

is 

Maxim,  That  the  ftrongeft  Impreffions  upon 
the  Mind,  are  thofe  which  are  received  by  the 
Eye  >  whereas  thofe  received  by  the  Ear,  have 
neither  the  like  Strength,  nor  Livelinefs. 


CHAP.     XX. 

The  Brigantines  are  launch 9d9  and  the  Army 
divided  into  three  Tarts  for  attacking 
the  City  at  the  fame  Time,  by  the  Caufe- 
ways  of  Tacuba,  Iztapalapa,  and  Cuyoa- 
can.  Hernan  Cortes  advances  upon  the 
Lake,  and  defeats  a  great  Fleet  of  Mexi- 
can Canoes. 

THO*  thefe  Accidents  employ 'd  fome 
Part  of  the  Cares  of  the  General,  he 
did  not  omit  any  thing  that  was  neceffary  for 
the  carrying  on  of  his  main  Defign.  The  Bri- 
gantines were  launched  by  Degrees,  a  Work 
happily  brought  to  a  Conclufton  by  the  In- 

duftry 
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duftry  of  Martin  Lopez.     Before  the  hunch- 
ing, they  celebrated  a  Mafs  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
at  which  Cortes  receiv'd  the  Communion  with 
all  the  Spaniards.     The  Pried  blcfled  the  Hulls, 
and  gave  each  of  them  its  Name,  according 
to  the  Cuftom  of  the  Sea;  and  whilft  they  were 
carrying  on    board  the   Sails,    Rigging,    and 
whatever  elfe  was  wanting,  Cortes  reviewed 
his  Spaniards  under  Arms :  they  confided  of 
Nine  hundred  Men,  of  which  a  Hundred  four- 
fcore  and  fourteen  were  Fire-Arms  and  Crofs- 
Bows,  the  reft  were  arm'd  with  Sword  and 
Buckler,   and  Lance;    Eighty-fix  Horfe,    and 
Eighteen  Pieces  of  Camion,  the  Three  largeft 
of  Iron,  and  the  other  Fifteen  Falconets  of 
Brafs,  with  fufficient  Stores  of  Powder  and 
Ball. 

Cortes  put  Five  and  twenty  Spaniards  on 
board  each  Veffel,  under  the  Command  of  a 
Captain,  with  Twelve  Rowers,  Six  on  each 
Side,  and  one  Piece  of  Artillery.  The  Cap- 
tains were  Tedro  de  Barba  Native  of  Sevil, 
Garcia  de  Holquin  of  Cazeres^  Juan  Tor- 
tillo  of  'Portillo.  Juan  Rodriguez  de  Ville- 
fuerte  of  Medellin,  Juan  Jaramillo  of  Sal- 
vatierra  in  EJiremadura,  Miguel  l^iaz  of 
Auz  an  Arragonian?  Franctjco  Rodriguez 
Magarino  of  Merida^  Chrijloval  Flores  of 
Valencia  de  "Don  Juan*,  Antonio  de  Cara- 
vaxal  of  Zamora,  Geronimo  Ruiz  de  la 
Mota  of  Burgos^  Tedro  Briones  of  Sala- 
manca,  Rodrigo  Morejon  de  Lobera  of  Me- 
dina  del  Campo7  and  Antonio  Sotelo  of  Za- 

mora, 
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mora,  who  immediately  embark'd,  each  one 
prepar'd  to  defend  his  own  VeiTel,  and  fuccour 
the  reft. 

Things  being  thus  difpos'd  for  the  Entry  by 
the  Lake,  Cortes  refolv'd,  with  the  Approba- 
tion of  his  Captains,  to  pofFefs  himfelf  at  the 
fame  time  of  the  Three  principal  Caufeways 
of  Tacuba,  Iztapalapa,  and  Cttyoacan,  with- 
out   regarding  that  of   Suchimilco,    that    he 
might  avoid  feparating  his  Troops  too  far,  and 
poft  them  where  they  might  receive  his  Or- 
ders with  lead  Difficulty.     To  this  End,  he  di- 
vided his  Army  into  three  Bodies,  and  com- 
mitted the  Expedition  of  Tacuba  to  'Pedro  de 
Alvarado,   with  the  Title  of  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  that  Avenue  i  Ke  had 
under  his  Command  a  Hundred  and  fifty  Spa- 
nip  Foot,  and  Thirty  Horfe,  in  three  Bodies, 
led  by  the  Captains  Jorge  de  Alvarado,  Gu- 
tter e  de  Badajoz,  and  Andres  de  Monjaraz, 
with  Thirty  thoufand  Tlafcalans,   and  Two 
Pieces  of  Artillery.     The  Attack  of  Cuyoacan 
was  committed  to  the  Colonel  Chriftoval  de 
Olid,  with  a  Hundred  and  fixty  Spanijh  Foot, 
in  three  Companies,  under  the  Command  of 
Franc ifco   Verdugo,   Andres  de  Tapia,  and 
Franc  tfco  de  Lugo,  with  Thirty  Horfe,  Two 
Pieces  of  Artillery,  and  Thirty  thoufand  con- 
federate Indians.     Laftly,  he  gave  the  Charge 
of  the  Attack  of  Iztapalapa  to  Gonzalo  de 
Sandoval,  with  a  Hundred  and  fifty  Spani- 
ards, commanded  by  the  Captains  Luis  Ma- 
rin, and  Pedro  de  Ircio,  with  Two  Pieces  of 

Cannon, 
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Cannon,  Twenty-four  Horfc,  with  all  the 
Troops  of  Chalco,  Guaxocingo,  and  Cholula, 
amounting  to  above  Forty  thoufand  Men.  In 
this  Number  of  Indians,  who  fcrv'd  at  the 
three  Attacks,  we  follow  the  Opinion  of  Her- 
rera-,  for  Bernal  'Diaz  del  Cajlillo  allows  no 
more  than  8coo  Tlafcalans  to  each  of  the 
three  Captains,  and  repeats  it  fometimes,  that 
they  were  rather  an  Hindrance,  than  any  Ad- 
vancement to  the.  Service  5  without  telling  us 
what  became  of  fo  many  Thoufand  Men  as 
came  from  all  Parts  to  the  Siege  of  that  City  : 
which  plainly  fhews  the  Vanity  he  had  of  attri- 
buting all  the  Glory  of  the  Action  to  the  Spa- 
niards, in  our  Opinion  without  much  Discre- 
tion, becaufc  it  renders  that  incredible,  which 
he  would  endeavour  to  extol,  when  the  Truth 
itielf  needed  no  Addition. 

Olid  and  Alvarado  march'd  together  as 
far  as  Tacuba,  where  they  were  to  feparate, 
and  took  up  their  Quarters  in  that  City  with- 
out any  Oppofition,  the  fame  being  then  aban- 
doned, as  were  all  the  other  Towns  upon  the 
Lake,  the  Inhabitants  that  were  able  to  bcar 
Arms,  being  all  gone  to  Mexico,  to  defend 
their  Capital,  and  the  reft  retir'd  to  the  Moun- 
tains, with  what  Effects  they  could  carry  off. 
There  they  had  Intelligence,  that  the  Mexi- 
cans had  form'd  a  confiderable  Body  within 
half  a  League  of  the  Town,  to  cover  the  Aque- 
ducts which  came  from  the  Mountains  oiCha- 
pultepeque.  Guatimozan  took  this  fealbnablc 
Precaution,  as  foon  as  he  recciv'd  News  of  the 
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Motions  of  the  Spaniards,  to  prefervc  thofc 
Conveyances  which  fupplied  all  the  Fountains 
in  the  City  with  frefh  Water. 

There  appear'd  on  that  Side  two  or  three 
Rows  of  Pipes,  made  of  Trees  hollow'd,  fup- 
ported  by  an  Aqueduft  of  Lime  and  Stone, 
and  the  Enemy  had  caft  up  fome  Trenches  to 
cover  the  Avenue  to  it.  But  the  two  Captains 
march'd  out  of  Tacuba  with  moft  of  their 
Troops  $  and  tho'  they  met  with  a  very  obfti- 
nate  Refiftance,  they  drove  the  Enemy  from 
their  Poft,  and  broke  the  Pipes  and  Aqueduct 
in  two  or  three  Places,  and  the  Water  took  its 
natural  Courfe  into  the  Lake.  Thus  Olid  and 
Alvarado  began  the  Siege  of  this  famous  City, 
by  cutting  off  their  Water,  obliging  the  Mexi- 
cans to  feek  it  at  a  Diftance,  in  the  Brooks 
that  ran  from  the  Mountains,  and  to  employ 
their  People  and  Canoes  in  Carriage  and  Con- 
voys. 

When  this  was  over,  O/i*/ march'd  on  with 
his  Party,  and  took  his  Poft  at  Cuyoacan  5  and 
Cortes  allowing  what  Time  he  thought  fuffi- 
cient  for  Sandoval  to  reach  Iztapalapa,  took 
upon  himfelf  the  Command  on  the  Lake,  that 
he  might  overfee  every  thing,  and  carry  Relief 
where  it  fhould  be  neceffary  :  He  had  with  him 
Don  Fernando ,  Lord  of  Tezenco,  and  his  Bro- 
ther, caird  Suchely  a  young  Man  of  Spirit, 
who  was  baptized  foon  after,  and.  took  the 
Name  of  Carlos,  as  a  Subject  of  the  Emperor. 
Cortes  left  a  diffident  Number  of  Troops  in 
that  City,  to  cover  his  Place  of  Arms,  and 

make 
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make  fomc  Excursions  to  fecure  the  Commu- 
nication of  his  Quarters.  Having  difpos'd  all 
Things  after  this  Manner,  he  embark'd,  draw- 
ing up  his  Thirteen  Brigantines  in  a  Line, 
adorning  them  with  Flags  and  Streamers,  and 
whatever  could  add  to  the  outward  Shew,  and 
furprize  the  Enemy  by  the  Novelty. 

His  Defign  was  to  draw  near  to  Mexico,  and 
(hew  himfelf  Lord  of  the  Lake,  and  afterwards 
to  fall  upon  Iztapalapa,  being  under  fomc 
Concern  for  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  who  had 
no  Veftels  to  diflodge  the  Mexicans  from  that 
Part  of  the  City  which  flood  in  the  Water, 
and  continually  fcrv'd  as  a  Retreat  for  their 
Canoes.     But  in  hts  Return,  he  difcovcr'd,  at 
a  fmall  Diftance  from  the  City,  a  little  Ifland 
or  Heap  of  Rocks,  a  confidcrable  Height  above 
the  Water,  on  the  Top  of  which  flood  a  pretty* 
large  Cafcle,  which  the  Enemy  had  pofiefs'd 
themfelves  of  to  no  other  End,  than  to  pro- 
voke the  Spaniards  with  ill  Language  and 
Threats  from  a  Poll:  where  they  thought  them- 
felves out  of  Danger  of  the  Brigantines.     Cor- 
tes  did  not  think  it  convenient  to  leave  unpu- 
nifh'd  this  Infolencc  in  View   of  the  City, 
whofe  Terraces  and  Balconies  were  fill'd  with 
innumerable  People,  who  came  to  fee  the  firft 
A&ion  of  theTleet ;  and  finding  his  Captains 
were  all  of  the  fame  Opinion,  he  drew  near 
to  the  Shore  of  the  Ifland,  and  landed  with  a 
Hundred  and  fifty  Spaniards,  who  took  two 
or  three  different  Paths  that  led  to  the  Top. 
They  mounted  with  fome  Difficulty,  by  Rea- 

fon 
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fon  that  the  Enemy  were  numerous,  and  made 
a  brave  Defence;  till  defpairing  of  being  able 
to  make  good  the  Eminence,  they  retir'd  into 
the  Caftle,  where  they  were  fo  crowded,  that 
they  had  not  Room  to  manage  their  Arms. 
Many  perifh'd,  thoJ  the  moft  were  fpar'd,  the 
Spaniards  being  unwilling  to  (lain  their  Swords 
in  the  Blood  of  thofe  that  furrender'd,  or  to  be 
troubled  with  the  Charge  of  Prifoners. 

Having,  by  this  fhort  Enterprize,  chaftiz'd 
the  Mexicans,  the  Sbaniards  returned  to  their 
Brigantines ;  but  when  they  were  difpofing 
themfeives  to'make  for  Iztapalapa,  they  were 
obliged  to  take  other  Mcafurcs :  for  they  faw 
fome  Canoes  come  out  of  Mexico,  which  ad- 
vanc'd  upon  the  Lake,  increafmg  continually 
in  Numbers.  The  firft  that  advanc'd,  rowing 
gently,  were  about  live  hundred,  waiting  for 
the  reft  to  come  up  5  and  in  a  fhort  Time,  thofe 
which  came  out  of  the  City,  and  others  that 
join  d  them  from  neighbouring  Places,  made 
fo  great  a  Number,  that  by  the  Room  they 
rook  up,  it  was  judg'd  they  were  above  Four 
thoufand  5  which  Multitude,  with  the  Motion 
of  their  leathers  and  Arms,  afforded  a  Sight 
both  beautiful  and  terrible,  and  feem  a  to  cover 
the  Lake. 

Cortes  drew  up  his  Elect  in  the  Form  of 
a  Half-Moon,  that  he  might  extend  his  Front, 
and  en^a2;e  at  Libertv  :  He  confided  in  the  Va- 
lour  of  his  Soldiers,  and  the  Advantage  of  his 
Brigantines,  ever)'  one  of  which  was  able  to 
make  Head  aeainft  a  crreat  Part  of  the  Enemvs 

Fleet, 
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Fleet.  With  this  Affurance,  he  advane'd  to- 
wards the  Mexicans,  to  let  them  fee  he  did 
not  decline  the  Battle;  aad  then  ordered  his 
Men  to  lie  upon  their  Oars  and  reft,  that  they 
being  refrefh'd,  he  might  break  in  upon  the 
Enemy  with  the  greater  Force  5  for  the  Calm- 
nefs  of  the  Day  left  the  whole  Motion  to  the 
Labour  of  the  Rowers.  The  Mexicans  did 
the  fame,  and  perhaps  for  the  fame  Reafon  5 
but  the  Divine  Providence,  which  had  fo  often 
appeared  in  favour  of  the  Spaniards,  fo  ordered 
it,  that  there  came  up  a  Land-breeze  >  which 
taking  the  Brigantincs  aftcrn,  gave  them  all  the 
Force  that  was  neceftary  to- fall  upon  the  Mexi- 
cans :  They  began  the  Attack  with  the  Artil- 
lery, at  a  convenient  Diftance ;  and  then  the 
Brigantines  made  up  with  Sails  and  Oars,  over- 
letting  all  that  ftood  in  their  Way.  The  Fire- 
Arms  and  Crofs-Bows  made  their  Difcharges, 
without  lofirig  a  Shot:  The  Wind  too  was  fa- 
vourable, driving  the  Smoke  upon  the  Enemy, 
blinding  them  after  fuch  a  Manner,  that  they 
were  obliged  to  give  back,  to  avoid  it;  the 
Brigantines  themfelves  playing,  their  Parts, 
ftaving  the  fmaller  Vcfiels,  whofc  Weakncfs 
made  it  eafy  to  fink  them,  without  any  Dan- 
ger from  the  Shock.  The  Nobles  of  Mexico, 
who  were  in  the  firft  Five  hundred  Canoes, 
made  fome  Oppofition  ;  but  the  reft  was  all 
Difordcr  and  Confufion,  the  Canoes  running 
foul  on,  and  ovcrfctting  one  another.  The 
Enemy  loft  moft  of  their  Men,  and  their  Fleet 
was  intircly  broke  and  defeated  5  the  Brigan- 
Vol.  II.  E  e  tines 
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tines  purfuing  the  miferable  Remains  with 
their  Cannon-fhot,  till  they  forcd  them  into 
the  Canals  of  the  City  of  Mexico. 

This  Victory  was  of  great  Moment,  on  Ac- 
count of  the  Reputation  the  Brigantiiies  gain'd 
of  being  invincible  5  and  becaufe  it  was  a  great 
Difcouragement  to  the  Mexicans,  to  fee  them- 
felves  deprived  of  that  Part  of  their  Power, 
which  confided  in  the  dextrous  Management 
and  Swiftnefs  of  their  Canoes :  not  for  the 
Number  of  them  that  they  then  loft,  which 
was  inconfiderablc,  m  regard  of  what  they 
had  ftill  in  Refervej  but  becaufe  they  were 
convincd,  that  they  were  of  no  Ufe,  and  in- 
capable of  fuftaining  the  violent  Shock  of  the 
Brigantines.  The  Spaniards  remain'd  M afters 
of  the  Lake,  and  Cortes  fail'd  about  the  City, 
firing  fome  Shot  into  ir,  rather  by  way  of 
Triumph,  than  for  any  Damage  he  did  the 
Enemy  :  Nor  was  he  difpleas'd  to  behold  the. 
Multitude  of  People  that  covered  the  Towers 
and  Tops  of  the  Houfes,  to  fee  the  Event  of  the 
Engagement ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  fo  glad 
to  have  them  Spectators  of  their  ownLofs,  that 
tho'  in  Reality  they  were  too  many,  confident 
as  Enemies,  he  thought  them  too  few,  as  Wit- 
iieffes  of  his  Exploit. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XXI. 

Cortes  goes  to  view  the  three  Bodies  of  his 
Troops •,  as  they  were  pofed  o?i  the  diffe- 
rent Can  few  ays  of  Cuyoacan,  Iztapalapa, 
and  Tacuba,  and  finds  that  in  each  Flace 
they  had  Occafion  for  the  Affijiance  of 
the  Brigantines  -y  whereupon  he  leaves 
Four  with  Gonzalo  dc  Sandoval,  Four  with 
Pedro  de  Alvarado,  and  retires  himfelf  to 
Cuyoacan  with  the  other  Five. 

CORTES  chofe  a  Poll  near  Tezeuco, 
where  he  might  pafs  the  Night,  and  reft 
his  Troops  with  fome  Security  ;  but  in  the 
Morning,  when  the  Brigantines.  were  preparing 
to  fail  for  Iztapalapa,  he  difcover'd  a  confi- 
derable  Number  of  Ganocs,  that  were  making 
the  beft  of  their  Way  towards  Cuyoacan  * 
whereupon  he  rcfolv'd  to  carry  Succour  to  that 
Place  firft,  where  it  was  immediately  wanted* 
It  was  not  poifible  to  come  up  with  the  Ene- 
my's Elect  5  but  he  arriv'd  foon  after  them,  at) 
the  Time  when  Chrijloval  de  Olid  was  cn-» 
gag'd  on  the  Caufcway,  and  oblig'd  to  make  a 
Pront  againft  the  Enemy  that  defended  it,  and 
to  the  Canoes  en  each  Side,  and  was  on  the 
Point  of  retiring  and  loftng  the  Ground  he  had 
gain'd. 

Necessity  taught  the  Mexicans,  as  much, 
as  the  Art  of  War  could  have  done,  for  the 
.Defence  of  their  Caufeways.     They  had  drawn 

E  e  2  up, 
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up,  towards  the  City,  the  Bridges  that  were 
over  the  Paffages,  by  which  the  Waters  of  the 
great  Lake  difcharg'd  themfelves  into  the 
other  5  and  fixing  Timbers  and  Planks  behind 
them,  in  fuch  a  Manner  that  they  might  mount 
in  Ranks  td  charge  from  the  Top,  they  left 
Trenches  at  proper  Diftances  with  Water  run- 
ning before  them,  which  obftrufted  and  made 
the  Accefs  difficult.  After  this  Manner  they 
had  fortified  the  Three  Caufeways  attacked  by 
the  Spaniards^  who  in  each  were  oblig'd  to 
take  almoft  the  fame  Meafures  to  overcome  the 
Difficulty.  The  Pire-Arms,  and  Crofs-Bows, 
play'd  upon  thofe  who  appear'd  above  the 
Trench,  whilft  others  handed  Fafcines  to  fill 
the  Ditch  5  after  which,  they  brought  up  a 
Piece  of  Artillery,  and  in  few  Difcharges 
clear'd  the  Paflage,  filling  up  the  next  Ditch 
with  the  Ruins  of  its  own  Fortification. 

Olid  had  juft  madehimfelf  Mafter  of  the 
firft  Ditch,  when  the  Mexican  Canoes  arriv'd ; 
but  on  Sight  of  the  Brigantines,  all  thofe  on 
that  Side,  fled  with  the  utmoft  Diligence,  and 
none  fuffer'd  but  thofe  who  could  not  avoid 
the  Reach  of  the  Cannon :  But  becaufe  the 
Mexicans  on  the  other  Side,  who  thought 
themfelves  fecure,  ftill  continu'd  the  Engage- 
ment, Hernan  Cortes  ordered  the  Ditch  in  the 
Rear  of  Olidto  be  widened,  to  make  a  Paflage 
for  Three  or  Four  Brigantines  :  at  the  firft  Sight 
whereof,  all  the  Canoes  fled,  and  the  Enemy, 
who  defended  the  next  Bridge,  finding  them- 
lelves  expos'd  to  the  great  Shot,  from  both  the 

Land 
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Land  and  the  Water,  r etir'd  in  Diforder  to  the 
lad  Rampart  next  the  City. 

That  Night  the  Troops  took  fome  Reft, 
without  abandoning  the  Ground  they  had 
gain'd  upon  the  Caufeway,  and  the  next  Morn- 
ing continud  their  March  with  little  or  no  Op- 
position, till  coming  to  the  laft  Bridge  which 
was  at  the  Entrance  into  Mexico,  they  found 
it  fortified  with  ftrongcr  Works,  Trenches  cut 
in  the  Streets,  and  defended  by  fuch  a  Multi- 
tude of  People,  that  the  Enterprize  feem'd 
hazardous  5  but  the  Difficulty  did  not  appear 
till  they  were  engag  d,  and  it  was  not  proper  to 
retire,  without  doing  fome  Execution  to  ter- 
rify the  Enemy,  The  Artillery  from  the  Bri- 
gantines  made  a  miferable  Slaughter  of  the 
People  who  were  in  Crowds  at  the  Openings 
of  the  Streets,  whilft  Chrijloval  de  Olid  was 
employed  in  filling  the  Ditch,  and  ruining  the 
Fortifications  of  the  Caufeway.  Which  when 
he  had  done,  he  charged  the  Mexicans  who 
defended  them,  making  Room  with  his  Van- 
guard for  the  Confederate  Troops  under  his 
Command  to  come  up.  The  Enemy  at  the 
fame  Time  was  fupported  by  Troops  from  the 
City,  and  made  an  obftinate  Refiftance  on  all 
Sides :  but  they  foon  loft  fome  Ground  5  and 
Hernan  Cortes y  who  could  not  bear  the  Slow- 
nefs  with  which  they  retreated,  landed  with 
Thirty  Spaniards^  and  gave  fo  much  Life  to 
the  Attack,  that  the  Enemy  quickly  turn'd 
their  Backs,  and  the  chief  Street  of  Mexico 
was  gain  d. 

Ec  j  An- 
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Another  Difficulty  immediately  occurr'd ; 
for  the  Mexicans  that  fled,  had  poffefs'd  them- 
felves  of  a  Temple. near  the  Entrance  into  the 
City,  covering  the  Towers,  Stairs,  and  all  the 
Out  fide  with  fuch  Numbers  of  Men,  that  the 
whole  Building  appeared  like  a  Hill  of  Arms 
and  Feathers.  They  defied  the  Spaniards 
with  as  much  Boldnefs,  as  if  they  had  been 
always  Conquerors.  Cortes,  provok'd  at  their 
Pride,  when  they  had  juft  before  fhewn  fo 
much  Cowardice,  order'd  Three  or  Four 
Pieces  of  Artillery  to  be  landed,  the  firft  Dis- 
charge whereof  made  them  fenfible  of  their 
Danger,  and  the  Spaniards  were  foon  oblig'd 
to  point  their  Cannon  lower  againft  thofe  that 
fled  to  the  inner  Part  of  the  City.  Thus  all 
that  Quarter  was  forfaken $  for  thofe  who 
fought  from  Windows,  and  from  the  Tops  of 
the  Houfes,  went  off.  with  the  reft  ;  fo  that  the 
Army  advanc  d,  and  the  Temple  was  gain'd 
without  any  farther  Opposition. 

That  Day  the  Mexicans  fuftaiivd  a  very 
great  Lofs  of  Men.  The  Idols  were  caft  into 
the  Fire,  and  ferv'd  to  make  Illuminations  for 
the  Victory,  Hernan  Cortes  was  fatisfied,  that 
he  had  gain'd  Footing  in  the  City;  and  finding 
the  Temple  capable  of  a  more  than  ordinary 
Defence,  he  not  only  rcfolv'd  to  lodge  his 
Troops  there  that  Night,  but  had  Thoughts  of 
maintaining  that  Poft,  to  (heighten  the  Ene- 
my7  and  of  removing  his  Quarters  from  Cuyo- 
acan  thither.  He  communicated  his  Defign 
rains,  with  the  Reafons  that  indue  d 

him 
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him  to  it  5  but  they  all  unanimoufly  rcprcfcntcd 
to  him,  That  as  they  were  ignorant  what 
*Progrefs  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  and  Pedro  de 
Alvarado  had  made,  at  their  Attacks,  it 
would  be  a  Rafhnefs  to  run  the  Rifque  of 
lofing  the  Taffage  of  the  Can  few  ay,  and  at 
the  fame  Time  all  Hopes  of  receiving  the 
Ammunition  and  Trovifion  which  would  be 
neceffary  for  the  Trefervation  of  the  Troops. 
That  they  were  not  to  truft  to  their  being 
brought  by  the  Brigantines,  becaufe  thofe 
Vejfels  could  not  enter  the  Water-trenches 
of  that  Tart,  and  therefore  would  be  fore'd 
to  land  the  Trovifions  at  fuch  a  cDiffancey 
that  they  could  neither  receive,  nor  tranfi 
port  them  to  their  Garifon,  without  fight- 
ing a  Battle  every  time.  That  they  ought 
to  make  their  Advances  equally  at  each 
Attack,  in  order  to  divide  the  Enemy  s 
Forces,  and  be  ajjifting  to  each  other >  until 
fuch  Time  as  they  fhould  all  have  taken  up 
their  Quarters  in  the  City.  And  lafllyy 
That  the  Refolutions  which  had  been  taken 
with  the  Approbation  of  all  the  Captains 
for  the  carrying  on  of  that  Siege,  ought  not 
to  be  alter  d  without  very  mature  'Delibe- 
ration 5  nor  ought  they  to  expofe  themfelves 
voluntarily  to  a  'Danger,  without  a  better 
Reafon  than  the  Reputation  of  that  Days 
Victory  s  the  Confequences  of  good  Succefs 
not  being  always  to  be  depended  on,  for 
that,  like  Flattery,  it  very  often  deceivd 
the  Under  (landing,  at  the  fame  Time  that 

tc  ^  /: 
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.  :.:::07i.     Hcrnan  Cortes 

:*d,  that  their  Advice  was  good ;  for 

s  beft  Qualities,  that  he  eafily 

-  own  Opinion,  to  follow  the  Dic- 

F  Reefer. ;    and   accordingly   the  next 

he  retird  to  Cuyoacaiu  protected  on  each 

Side  by  bis  Brigantincs,  ib  that  the  Enemy  durft 

not  attempt  to  difturb  his  March. 

The   fame  Day  he  proceeded  to  Iztapa- 
;,  where  he  found  Gonz-alo  de  Sandoval 
redue'd  to  the  hit  Extremity.     He  had  pof- 
d  himfelf  of  the  Buildings  on  the  Land, 
his  Army  there,  fortifying  himfelf 
the  belt  he  could  5  but  the  Enemy,  who  retired 
to  that  Part  that  was  in  the  Water,  endea- 
vour'd  from  their  Canoes  to  do  him  all  the 
mage   :hcy    could,      Sandoval  had   made 
rat  Havock  among  thoie   that  approached, 
:e  Houfes,  and  overthrown  Two  or 
Ti::ee  Succours  from  Mexico,  that  came  to 
ick  him  by  Land  ;  and  that  Day  the  Enemy 
g  :   rfaken  a  large  Home,  which  was  but 
little  diftant  from  the  Land,   he  reiblv'd  to 
(eize  it,  in  order  to  inlarge  his  Quarter,  and 
drive  the  Enemy  farther  off.     He  made  a  Paf- 
c  thro'  the  Water  with  Eafcines,  and  got 
to  the  Houfe  with  feme  of  his  People  ;  but 
had  fcarce  entered,  when  a  great  Number 
of  Canoes,   which  had  lain  in  Ambufn,    ad- 
vanced with  Troops  of  Swimmers,  who  flung 
s  into  the  Water,  and  taking  away 
the  Fafcines,   cut  off  Sandoval's  Retreat  5  by 
vhich  Means  thry  befieg'd  him  on  all  Sides, 

(hoot- 
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{hooting  at  the  Spaniards  from  the  Terraces 
and  Windows  of  the  neighbouring  Houfes. 

He  was  in  this  Diftrefs,  when  Hernan  Cor- 
tes arriy'd  ;  who  difcovering  that  vaft  Number 
of  Canoes  in  the  Water-ftreets,  which  look'd 
towards   Mexico,   made  his   Brigantin£s   ad- 
vance with  all  poflible  Speed,  and  play'd  his 
Artillery  with  fuch  good  Effed,  that,  terrified 
by  the  Dcftru&ion  the  Balls  made,   and  the 
Approach  of  the  Brigantines,  they  all  fled  at 
once   jthro'   the    moft  retir'd   Streets  in  the 
Town,  with  a  Dcfign  to  get  thro'  into  the 
Lake  ;  and  fuch  was  their  Difprder,  that  the 
People  who  were  upon  the  Terraces,  croud- 
ing  into  the  Canoes,  funk  many  of  them,  and 
the.  reft,  in  their  Flight,  fell  in  among  the  Bri- 
gantines, as  they  were  endeavouring  to  avoid 
that  Danger.     The  Mexicans  fuftain'd  fuch  a 
Lofs  that  Day,  as  diminifh'd  their  Forces  con- 
siderably ;  and  the  Spaniards  afterwards  taking 
a  View  of  that  Part  of  the  City  they  had  poi- 
fefs'd  themfelves  of,  made  fome  Prisoners,  and 
found  a  fufficient  Booty,  not  to  enrich,  but  to 
pleafe  the  Soldiers.     Cortes  perceiv'd  by  the 
Difficulties  which  Gcnzalo  de  Sandoval  had 
met  with  at  Jztapalapa,  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  make  Ufe  of  the  Caufeway,  without 
firft  ruining  that  Half  of  the  City  which  was 
the  Retreat  of  the  Mexican  Canoes  5  but  be- 
caufe  this  would  occafion  a  Delay  which  might 
be  of  dangerous  Confequence  to  the  other  At- 
tacks, he  refolv'd  to  quit  that  Port,   and  dif- 
gatch  Sandoval  to  poflefs  himfclf  of  Tapea- 

qnilla, 
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quilla,  where  there  was  another  narrower 
Caufeway,  lefs  commodious  for  attacking,  but 
more  advantageous  for  cutting  off  the  Ene- 
my's Provisions,  which  they  began  to  want, 
and  which  were  brought  to  them  that  Way. 
This  Defign  was  immediately  put  in  Execu- 
tion, and  Sandoval  march*  d  by  Land,  efcorted 
by  the  Brigantines,  till  he  had  got  Pofleffion  of 
the  new  Quarters.  The  Place  was  forfaken, 
and  he  lodg'd  himfelf  there  without  Refift- 
ance,  after  which  ffernan  Cortes  fail'd  to  Ta- 
tuba. 

A  l  vara  do  found  this  City  deferted,  and 
had  therefore  no  Need  of  a  Victory  to  begin  his 
Advances.  In  his  further  Progrefs  he  met 
with  various  Succefs ;  he  beat  down  the  Works, 
and  fiird  up  the  Ditches  after  the  fame  Manner 
that  (Xlzd  had  done 5  but  tho'  he  did  the  Enemy 
confiderable  Damage,  and  had  once  advanc'd 
£0  far  as  to  fire  fome  Houfes  in  Mexico,  he  had 
loft  Eis;ht  Spaniards,  when  Cortes  arriv'd.  A 
Lofs  which  occafion  d  fome  Mixture  of  R.egret 
with  the  Applaufes  of  his  Valour. 

Hernan  Cortes  found  the  Meafures 
lie  had  taken  did  not  anfwer  his  Defigns  5  for 
this  way  of  attacking  and  retreating,  confum'd 
his  Time,  and  exposed  his  Men  without  any 
great  Advantage,  and  was  rather  doing  Afts  of 
Hoftility,  than  making  a  Progrefs.  To  pro- 
ceed by  the  Caufeways  was  very  difficult,  by 
reafon  of  the  Trenches  and  Ditches,  which  the 
Mexicans  were  fortifying  every  Day,  and  the 
continual  Perfecution  of  their  Canoes,  which 

alw 
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always  charg'd  in  great  Numbers  wherc-ever 
the  Brigantincs  quitted  ;  for  which  Reafon  he 
was  oblig'd  to  think  of  other  Meafurcs  for  the 
facilitating  of  his  Enterprize. 

He  then  commanded  all  Attacks  to  ccafe 
till  further  Orders,  and  applied  himfelf  to  the 
providing  fuch  a  Number  of  Canoes,  as  might 
fecure  him  the  Dominion  of  the  Lake  ;  to 
which  End  he  fent  fuch  Perfons  as  he  could 
confide  in,  to  bring  all  the  Canoes  that  re- 
main d  in  the  Towns  of  his  Allies,  with  which, 
and  thofe  that  came  from  Tezeuco,  and  Chal- 
et), he  made  up  fuch  a  Number  as  gave  frefh 
Terror  to  the  Enemy.  He  divided  them  into 
three  Squadrons,  manned  by  Indians,  who 
knew  how  to  manage  them,  under  the  Com- 
mand of  Captains  of  their  own  Nation  ;  and 
having  diftributed  this  Reinforcement  among 
the  Brigantines,  he  fent  Four  of  them  to  San- 
doval, Four  to  *Pedro  de  Alvarado,  and  he 
himfelf  with  the  other  Five  join'd  the  Colonel 
Chrifiovalde  Olid. 

From  that  Day  the  Attacks  were  carried  on 
with  much  more  Eafc,  and  a  Stop  intirely  put 
to  the  Infults  of  the  Enemy  5  and  Hernan  Cor- 
tes at  the  fame  time  ordered  the  Brigantincs, 
and  Canoes  to  make  their  Rounds  on  the 
Lake,  and  coaft  along  the  Three  Caufeways, 
to  hinder  the  fupplying  of  the  City,  by  which 
Means  many  Vcffels  were  taken,  that  endea- 
vour'd  to  pafs  with  Provifions  and  Barrels  of 
Water,  and  they  were  infornVd  of  the  great 
Diftrefs  to  which  the  Bcfieged  were  reduced. 

Olid 
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Olid  fomctimcs  advanced  fo  far,  as  to  demolifh 
fome  Houfes  in  the  Suburbs  of  the  City.  Al- 
varado  and  Sandoval  did  the  fame  at  their  At- 
tacks 5  with  which  good  Succefs,  the  Face  of 
Affairs  intirely  changed,  the  Army  conceiv'd 
frcfh  Hopes,  and  the  meaneft  Soldiers  facili- 
tated the  Undertaking,  engaging  with  that 
chearful  Confidence,  which  looks  like  Valour, 
znd  makes  thofe  bold,  who  are  prepoflefs'd 
with  a  Notion  of  Vi&ory,  becaufe  they  have 
bad  the  good  Fortune  to  be' in  Company  with 
Conquerors. 


CHAP.    XXII. 

The  Mexicans  make  ufe  of  various  Strata- 
gems for  their  'Defence :  They  lay  an  Am- 
bitfcade  of  Canoes  for  the  Brigantines. 
Hernan  Cortes  receives  a  confiderable  'De- 
feat, and  is  forc'd  to  retire  to  Cuyoacan. 

THE  Diligence  and  Induftry  of  the  Mexi- 
cans in  Defence  of  their  City,  was  not 
only  remarkable,  but  in  fome  of  its  Circum- 
stances worthy  of  Admiration.  Tis  true,  they 
were  naturally  valiant,  and  bred  up  in  Arms, 
which  was  the  only  way  to  arrive  at  the  greateft 
Dignities  :  But  on  this  Occafion,  they  did  not 
only  fhew  Valour,  but  added  military  Skill  \ 
for  they  flood  in  Need  of  new  Inventions, 
ag&infi  an  Invafion,  by  a  People,  whole  Wea- 
pons 
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pons  and  Conduct  in  War  were  utterly  un- 
known in  their  Country ;  and  they  gain'd  fomc 
Advantages,  whereby  they  rais'd  the  Reputa- 
tion of  their  good  Senfe.  We  have  already 
related  after  what  Manner  they  fortified  their 
Caufeways  ;  and  what  they  did  afterwards,  was 
no  lets  remarkable,  when  they  fent  by  round- 
about Ways  Canoes  of  Pioneers  to  clear  the 
Ditches  which  the  Spaniards  had  been  filling 
up,  that  they  might  fall  upon  them  with  their 
whole  Force,  when  they  fhould  be  obliged  to 
retire  :  A  Stratagem  which  occafion'd  the  Lofs 
of  fome  Soldiers  in  the  firft  Attacks.  By  De- 
grees they  found  out  another  dill  more  remark- 
able 5  for  they  adted  contrary  to  their  Cuftom, 
when  Occafion  rcquir'd,  and  made  fome  Sal- 
lies by  Night,  only  to  alarm  their  Enemies, 
and  fatigue  them  by  want  of  Sleep,  that  they 
might  afterwards  attack  them  with  the  Ad- 
vantage of  frefh  Troops. 

But  nothing  fhew'd  their  Induftry  and  In- 
genuity more  than  what  they  contrived  againft 
the  Brigantincs,  whofe  fuperior  Force  they  cn- 
deavour'd  to  deftroy  by  engaging  them  fcpa- 
rate ;  for  which  End  they  built  Thirty  great 
Veflels  of  that  Sort  which  they  call'd  Tira- 
gtiaSy  but  of  a  larger  Size,  and  ftrcngthen'd 
with  great  Planks,  to  receive  the  Shot,  and 
engage  under  better  Shelter.  They  lallicd 
forth  in  the  Night  with  this  Fleet,  to  pod  them- 
fclvcs  behind  the  Reeds  in  the  Lake,  which 
grew  fo  high  and  thick,  that  they  form'd,  as 
it  were,   feveral  Groves  impenetrable  to  the 

Sight. 
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Sight.  Their  Defign  was  to  draw  thither  the 
Brigantines,  which  ufed  to  cruize  about,  Two 
at  a  time,  to  prevent  any  Relief  getting  into 
the  City  5  and  in  order  to  entice  them  to  that 
Wood  of  Reeds,  they  had  provided  three  or 
four  Canoes  laden  with  Provifions  as  a  Bait, 
having  likewife  fix'd  a  good  Number  of  large 
Stakes  in  the  Water,  in  Hopes  either  to  deftroy 
the  Brigantines.,  or  to  make  it  eafier  to  board 
them.  Thefe  Contrivances  fufficiently  fhew 
that  they  knew  how  to  defend  themfelves,  and 
offend  their  Enemies,  and  that  they  wanted  not 
thofe  Subtilties,  which  make  Men  ingenious 
in  each  other's  Deftruftion,  and  are,  in  a  Man- 
ner, the  Rudiments  of  the  military  Art,  or 
rather  unrighteous  Maxims  on  which  the  Rights 
of  War  are' founded. 

The  next  Day  Two  of  the  Four  Brigantines 
that  attended  Sandoval,  went  out  to  cruize 
about  that  Part,  under  the  Command  of  the 
Captains  'Pedro  de  Barb  a,  and  Jua?i  Tortillo* 
As  foon  as  the  Mexicans  fpy'd  them,  they 
lent  out  their  Canoes  another  Way,  that  be- 
ing feen  at  a  Diftance,  they  might  pretend  to 
flv,  and  fo  retire  among  the  Reeds  5  which 
was  fo  well  executed,  that  the  two  Brigantines 
purfud  the  Prize  with  the  utmoft  Force  of 
their  Oars,  and  foon  fell  in  among  the  hidden 
Stakes,  where  they  were  fo  embarafs'd,  that 
they  could  neither  go  forward  nor  backward. 

At  the  fame  time  the  Enemies  Piraguas 
came  out,  and  attack'd  them  on  all  Sides  with 
defperatc  Fury.     The  Spaniards  were  near  be- 
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ing  loft  3  but  employing  the  utmoft  Efforts  of 
their  Courage,  they  maintain  d  the  Fight,  and 
kept  the  Enemy  in  Play  until  fuch  time  as  cer- 
tain expert  Swimmers,  by  main  Strength  of 
Arms,  and  with  Hatchets  and  other  Tools,  rc- 
mov'd  thole  Stakes,  among  which  the  Brigan- 
tines  were  fattened  5  and  our  Men  being  thus  at 
Liberty  to  work  their  Vcficls,  and  play  their 
Artillery,  funk  mod  of  the  'Piraguas,  and  fol- 
low'd  the  reft  as  far  as  the  Cannon-Bali  would 
reach.  The  Mexicans  fuffer'd  fufficicntly  for 
their  Stratagem,  but  the  Brigantincs  were  very 
much  damag'd,  feveral  Spaniards  wounded, 
and  all  very  much  fatigu'd.  Captain  Jua?} 
'Portillo  was  kill'd  valiantly  fighting,  to  whole 
indefatigable  Bravery  the  Succefs  was  chiefly 
owing;  and  Captain  Pedro  de Barba  received 
feveral  Wounds,  of  which  he  died  three  Days 
after.  Both  thefe  Loffes  Hernan  Cortes  great- 
ly lamented,  and  particularly  that  of  Pedro  de 
Barba,  for  in  him  he  loft  a  Friend,  ever  ftcady 
in  all  Turns  of  Fortune,  and  a  brave  Soldier, 
without  Arrogance,  and  difcreet  without  being 
timorous. 

It  was  not  long  before  this  Difafter  was  rc- 
veng'd  5  for  the  Mexicans  having  rcpair'd  their 
Piraguas,  and  reinfore'd  them  with  new  Vet 
fels  of  the  lame  kind,  coficeal'd  themfclves  a 
fecond  time  among  the  Reeds,  fortifying  the 
Avenue  with  a  greater  Number  of  Stakes,  in- 
difcreetly  imagining  that  the  Spaniards  would 
again  fall  into  the  lame  Snare,  without  their 
giving  a  different  Colour  to  the  Deceit.  Cor- 
tes 
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tes  very  luckily  got  Intelligence  of  this  Motion 
of  the  Enemy,  and  being  extremely  defirous  of 
revenging  the  Lofs  he  had  fuftain'd  as  foon  as 
poffibly  he  could,  he  order'd  fix  Brigantines  to 
file  off  in  the  Night,  and  to  lie  in  Ambufh 
among  another  Parcel  of  Reeds  not  far  from 
the  Place  where  the  Enemy  had  hid  them- 
felves  5  and  that  making  ufe  of  their  own  Stra- 
tagem, one  of  them  fhould  fally  forth  early  in 
the  Morning,  feeming  by  her  different  Courfes 
to  be  in  Search  of  the  Canoes  laden  with  Pro- 
visions, and  afterwards  draw  as  near  the  con- 
ceaFd  Piraguasy  as  was  neceflary  to  let  them 
fee  they  were  difcover'd >  which  done,  flic  was 
to  tack  about,  and  by  a  hafty  Flight,  to  entice 
them  to  the  Place  of  the  Countcr-Ambufcade. 
Every  thing  fucceeded  as  could  have  been 
wifh'd  :  the  Enemy  lallied  out  with  their  Pira- 
guas in  purfuit  of  the  Brigantine,  making  after 
this  Prize,  (which  they  look'd  upon  as  their 
own)  with  great  Shoutings,  and  greater  Speed, 
till  being  come  within  a  convenient  Diftance, 
the  other  Brigantines  rufh'd  out  upon  them ; 
and  before  they  could  poffibly  ftop,  or  turn 
about,  gave  them  fuch  a  terrible  Salute  with  all 
their  Artillery,  that  the  very  firft  Difchargc 
overfet  a  great  Part  of  them,  and  put  the  Mexi- 
cans^ who  were  on  board  the  reft,  into  fuch  a 
Confternation,  that  before  they  could  recover 
themfelves  to  think  of  flying,  almoft  all  the 
'Piraguas  were  funk  by  the  next  Volleys,  and 
moft  of  the  Men  perifh'd :  So  that  not  only  the 
Death  of  Pedro  de  Barba,  and  Juan  de  Por- 

tillo 
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tillo  was  reveng'd,  but  the  Enemy's  Fleet  in- 
tirely  ruin'd  ;  and  tho'  Hernan  Cortes  was  fen- 
fible,  that  he  owed  to  the  Mexicans  the  Cun- 
ning or  Invention  of  laying  Ambufhcs  in  the 
Water,  he  had  the  lingular  Satisfa&ion  of  have- 
ing  fo  well  imitated  them,  as  to  give  them  a 
Defeat  by  the  Ufe  of  their  own  Stratagem. 

The  Spaniards  had  frequent  Intelligence  of 
what  pafs'd  in  the  City  by  the  Prifoncrs  they 
continually  took ;  and  Cortes  finding  that  Hun- 
ger, Third,  and  Want  of  all  Neccflaries,  began 
to  occafion  Murmurings  among  the  People, 
and  a  Difference  in  Opinion  among  the  Sol- 
diers, he  applied  himfelf  with  the  greater  Dili- 
gence to  cut  off  all  Relief  from  the  City  ^  and 
that  he  might  ftill  farther  juftify  his  own  Pro- 
ceedings, he  fent  two  or  three  Noblemen,  who 
were  his  Prifoners,  to  Guatimozin,  with  Over- 
tures of  Peace  upon  very  advantageous  Condi- 
tions, offering  to  leave  him  in  full  Poffeflion 
of  his  Empire,  and  all  his  Grandeur,  provided 
he  would  only  acknowledge  the  Sovereign  Do- 
minion of  the  Kins:  of  Spain,   whofe  Ri^ht 
was  already  own'd  among  the  Mexicans  by  the 
Tradition  of  their  Anceftors,  and  the  Confent 
of  feveral  Ages.     This  was  the  Subftance  of 
his  Propofal,  which  he  repeated  feveral  Times  5 
for,  in  Reality,  it  griev'd  him  to  deftroy  fo  beau- 
tiful and  lb  wealthy  a  City,  which  he  already 
look'd  upon  as  a  rich  Jewel  in  his  Sovereign's 
Diadem. 

Guatimo^in  rcrciv'd  the  Propofal  made 

him  by  the  Sbanijh  General  with  fomewhat 
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lefs  Pride  and  Arrogance  than  he  was  wont, 
and,  as  feveral  Prifoners  afterwards  reported, 
he  afiembled  a  Council  of  his  chief  Officers 
andMinifters,  together  with  the  Priefts,  whofe 
Opinions  were  principally   confider'd   in   all 
publick  Affairs.     "  He  laid  before  them  the 
"  miferable  Condition  to  which  the  City  was 
"  reducd  5  the  Numbers  they  had  loft  5  the 
"  Complaints  of  the  People  upon  their  begin- 
"  ning  to  want;  the  Definition  of  their  Ha- 
"  bitations  ;  and,  laftly,  he  defir'd  their  Advice, 
<c  exprefling  as  much  Inclination  to  Peace,  as 
"  was  fufficient  to  give  Room  for  their  Flat- 
"  tery  or  Refpeft  to  fecond  him. "     This  lb 
far  iucceeded,  that  all  his  Officers  and  Mini- 
ftcrs  concluded  immediately    to  receive   the 
Overtures  towards  an  Accommodation  made 
him  by  Cortes,  leaving  it  till  afterwards  to 
confide*  of  fuch  particular  Conditions  of  a 
Peace,  as  would  be  moil  for  the  Intereftofthe 
State. 

But  the  Priefts  pofitiyely  opposed  all  man- 
ner of  Treaty,  either  feigning  to  have  receiv'd 
ibme  Anfwers  from  their  Idols,  which  gave 
them  frefh  AlTurances  of  Succefs  and  Victory 
over  their  Enemies  5  or,  perhaps,  what  they  de- 
livered were  not  Lyes  of  their  own  Invention, 
but  what  they  really  had  receiv'd  from  them ; 
for  the  Devil  at  that  Time  was  extremely  buiy, 
inftilling  into  the  Ears  of  thofe  deluded  People 
ftrange  and  fallacious  Notions,  tho'  he  could 
net  inipire  their  Hearts  with  true  Courage. 

The 
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The  Opinion  of  the  Priefts,  being  back'd  by 
Zeal  for  Religion,  or,  if  that  was  wanting,  by 
the  outward  Shew  of  Piety,  fo  far  prevail^ 
that  all  who  had  Votes  concurr'd  with  them, 
and  Guatimozin,  not  without  much  Re- 
gret, becaufe  he  already  began  to  prcfagc  his 
own  Ruin,  refolv'd  to  carry  on  the  War  ;  tell- 
ing his  Minifters,  "  That  he  afluredly  would 
"  put  to  Death  the  firft  Man  who  fhould  pre- 
"  liime  again  to  mention  Peace,  whatever  Di- 
"  ftrefs  the  City  fhould  be  redue'd  to,  without 
"  excepting  even  the  Priefts  themfelvcs,  who 
"  were  mod  of  all  oblig'd  to  fupport  the  Ora- 
"  cles  of  their  Gods." 

Cortes  being  inform'd  of  this  Determi- 
nation, rcfolv'd  to  pufh  on  his  Hoftilities,  by 
the  three  Caufcways  at  the  fame  Time,  and  to 
carry  Fire  and  Sword  into  the  very  Heart  of  the 
City  5  and  fending  his  Orders  to  the  Com- 
manders of  the  two  Attacks  of  Tacuba  and 
Tapeaquillay  he  at  the  Time  appointed  march'd 
himfelf  by  the  Caufeway  of  Cuyoacany  at  the 
Head  of  the  Troops  commanded  by  Chrifto* 
val  de  Olid.  The  Enemy  had  clear 'd  the 
Ditches,  and  caft  up  Works  as  they  were  wont 
to  do  5  but  the  five  Brigantines  which  were 
upon  that  Attack,  eafily  overthrew  their  Forti- 
fications at  the  fame  Time  that  the  Ditches 
were  filling  up,  and  the  Army  advanced  with- 
out any  confiderabie  Oppofition,  till  coming 
to  the  laft  Bridge  which  open'd  upon  the  Key 
of  the  City,  they  met  with  another  fort  of 
Difficulty.     The  Indians  had  broke  down  fomc 
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Part  of  the  Caufeway,  to  inlarge  that  Ditch, 
which  was  fixty  Foot  long,  and  turn'd  into  it 
the  Water  of  the  Canals,  that  it  might  be  the 
deeper. 

On  the  oppofite  Bank  they  had  rais'd  a  For- 
tification made  of  Timbers  ftrongly  united,  and 
<:over'd  with  Planks,  in  which  there  were  two 
or  three  Rows  of  Loop-holes,  with  fome  fort 
of  Traverfes,  and  they  had  provided  a  prodi- 
gious Multitude  of  Men  to  defend  that  Port  > 
but  the  firft  Difcharges  of  the  Artillery  de- 
ftroy'd  all  that  Fortification,  and  the  Enemy 
haying  fuffcr'd  much  by  the  Fall  thereof,  and 
finding  themfelves  expos'd  to  the  murdering 
Balls,  retired  into  the  City  without  turning 
their  Backs,  or  ceafing  their  Menaces.  Thus 
they  left  the  Shore  free*  and  Cortes,  unwilling 
to  lofe  a  Moment,  immediately  ordered  the 
Spaniards  to  poflels  themfelves  of  it,  making 
ufe  of  his  Brigantines,  and  the  Canoes  of  his 
Confederates  to  land  his  Men  $  and  the  Horfe 
paiVd  the  fame  Ways  with  three  Pieces  of  Ar- 
tillery, which  he  thought  fufficicnt  for  that 
JOay's  Service. 

Before  Cortes  advanced  againft  the  Enemy, 
:who  were  ftill  pofted  behind  the  Trenches 
-made  acrofs  the  Streets,  he  order'd  the  Trea- 
surer Julian  de  Alder ete  to  flay  there,  and  fill 
up  and  fecure  that  Ditch ;  and  the  Brigantines 
to  draw  near  by  the  great  Canals,  to  the  Place 
where  the  Action  was,  and  do  what  Damage 
they  could  to  the  Enemy.  The  firft  Engage- 
ment prefeutly  began,  and  Julian  de  Alderete 

hear- 
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hearing  the  Noife  of  the  Battle,  and  feeing  the 
Advances  of  the  Spaniards,  look'd  upon  the 
Employment  of  filling  up  a  Ditch  to  be  very-' 
little  honourable,  when  his  Companions  were 
fighting;  and inconfiderately  advanced  to  join 
the  reft,  leaving  that  Charge  to  another  of  his 
Company,  who  either  did  not  know  how  to 
perform  it,  or  clfe  would  not  take  upon  him 
a  piece  of  Work   which  was  thought  difho- 
nourable  by  him  who  committed  the  Care  of 
it  to  him  :  fo  that  all  the  Men  under  his  Con- 
duct followed  him  to  the  Engagement;   and 
that  Ditch,  which,  at  the  Time  of -the  Attack, 
had  been  thought  impracticable,  remained  in- 
tirely  abandon'd. 

The  Mexicans   refolutely   flood   the  firft 
Charge.     It  coft  the  Spaniards  no  fmall  Trou- 
ble, and  fome  Blood,  to  make  themfelves  Ma- 
tters of  their  Trenches,   and  the  Hazard  was 
ftill  greater,   when  they  had  pafs'd  the  ruin'd 
Buildings,  and  were  obliged  to  defend  them- 
lelves  from  the  Arrows  and  Darts  of  the  Ene- 
my, which  came  pouring  on  them  from  the 
Tops  of  the  Houfes  and  Windows  5  but  in  the 
very  Heat  of  the  Engagement,  there  appeared 
a  Hidden  Slackncfs  in  the  Enemy,  which  feem'd 
to  be  the  EffccT:  of  fome  new  Order ;  for  they 
haftily  quitted  the  Ground  which  they  had  de- 
fended. 

This  Change,  as  was  then  fuppos'd,  and 
afterwards  appear'd,  proceeded  from  Gnati- 
moziris  being  inform'd,  that  the  great  Ditch 
was   abandon'd ;    whereupon  he  ordcr'd  his, 

E  f  3  Com- 
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manders  to  prefe-rve  their  Troops,  and  to  fail 
upon  the  Spaniards  in  their  Retreat.  Cortes 
fufpefted  this  Motion  of  the  Enemy,  and  in 
regard  that  he  had  but  barely  Time  enough 
now  to  return  to  his  Quarters  before  Night, 
he  began  his  Retreat,  ordering  firft  fome  Houfes 
to  be  let  on  Fire  and  deftroy'd,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent their  receiving  any  Damage  from  them 
on  the  next  Attack. 

But  they  had  fcarce  began  to  march,  before 
their  Ears  were  ftunn'd  with  the  terrible  and 
melancholy  Sound  of  the  Sacred  Trumpet,  fo 
cail'd  by  the  Mexicans,  becaufe  it  was  not  per- 
mitted to  any  but  the  Priefts  to  found  it,  and 
that  only  when  they  denounced  War,  and  ani- 
mated the  People  on  the  Part  of  their  Gods. 
The  Sound  was  vehemently  loud  and  ftrong, 
and  the  Tune  compos'd  of  difmal  and  unhar- 
monious  Notes,  which  infpir'd  thofe  Barba- 
rians with  a  new  kind  of  favage  Rage,  fuch 
as  made  them  defpife  Life  thro'  a  Motive  of 
Religion.     Next  followed  the  intolerable  Din 
of  their  hideous  Outcries;     and  when  the 
Army  march'd  out  of  the  City,  there  fell  up- 
on the  Rear,  which  was  brought  up  by  the 
Spaniards,  an  incredible  Multitude  of  their 
moft   refolute    Warriors,  pick'd   out  of  the 
whole  Army  for  this  A&ion,  which  had  been 
before  contriv'd.     The  Eire- Arms  and  Crofs- 
Bows  fac  d  about,  and  made  Head,  and  Cortes , 
with  the  Cavalry,  endeavour  d  to  put  a  Stop  to 
the  Enemy  $  but  being  informed  of  the  Diffi- 
culty of  the  Ditch,  which  hindered  the  Re- 
treat, 
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treat,  he  would  have  form'd  his  Battalions, 
and  could  not ;  bccaufe  the  Confederates,  who 
had  received  Orders  to  retire,  being  the  firfl 
that  came  to  the  Ditch,  precipitated  thcmfclves 
into  it  in  the  created  Confufion  imaginable ; 
10  that  his  Orders  were  either  not  heard,  or 
riot  obeyed. 

Manf  got  over  to  the  Caufeway  in  thcBri- 
gantines  and  Canoes,  but  many  more  flung 
themfelvcs  into  the  Water,  where  they  found 
whole  Troops  of  Mexican  Swimmers,  who 
either  wounded,  or  drowned  them.  Cortes 
was  left  with  fome  of  his  own  People  to  main- 
tain the  Fight,  his  Horfe  was  kill'd  under  him 
with  Arrows,  and  Captain Francifco  de  Guz- 
man alighting  to  give  him  his,  was  taken  Pri- 
foner,  without  any  Poilibility  of  being  refcu  d, 
Cortes  at  laft  got  to  the  Brigantincs,  and  re- 
turn'd  to  his  Quarters,  wounded,  and  little  lefs 
than  defeated,  without  receiving  any  Comfort, 
or  thinking  himfelf  any  ways  recompensed  by 
the  great  Slaughter  of  the  Mexicans.  Above 
forty  Spaniards  were  taken  alive,  to  fcrve  as 
Sacrifices  to  their  Idols  5  one  Cannon  was  loft, 
above  a  thoufand  Tlafcalans  were  kill'd,  and 
there  was  fcarcc  any  one  Spaniard  that  was  not 
hurt.  This  was  in  Reality  a  very  terrible 
Blow,  the  Confequcnces  of  which  Cortes  was 
very  fcnfible  of,  but  he  would  not  fuffcr  his 
Countenance  to  fpeak  the  Grief  of  his  Heart, 
left  it  fhould  difcover  too  much  the  Grcatnefs 
of  the  Misfortune :  A  hard  and  inevitable 
Task  attending  the  Commanders  of  Armies, 

F  f  4  who 
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who  are  obliged  in  all  Advcrfitics  to  conceal 
their  inward  Concern,  and  to  appear  with  an 
outward  Air  of  Tranquillity  ! 


CHAP.     XXIII. 

The  Mexicans  celebrate  their  ViElory  with 
the  Sacrifice  of  the  Spanifh  Trifoners, 
Guatimozin  terrifies  the  Confederates,  and 
occafions  many  of  the?n  to  for  fake  Cortes  5 
but  they  return  in  greater  Numbers,  and 
it  is  refolvd  to  make  Lodgments  within 
the  City. 

SANDOVAL  and.ALVARADO  enter'd 
the  City  at  the  fame  Time,  and  met  with 
the  fame  Opposition,  with  very  little  Diffe- 
rence in  the  Succefs  of  their  Attacks  5  they 
gain'd  Bridges,  fill'd  up  Ditches,  fore'd  their 
Way  into  the  Streets,  deftroy'd  Houfes,  and 
were  fet  upon  in  their  Retreat  with  the  utmoft 
Fury  of  the  Enemy.  But  they  did  not  meet 
with  the  Misfortune  of  the  great  Ditch,  and 
therefore  their  Lofs  was  lefs  5  tho'  in  both  At- 
tacks they  loft  about  twenty  Spaniards,  which 
makes  up  the  Account  of  thole  who  fay,  That 
Cortes  loft  above  Sixty  of  his  own  People  in 
the  Aftion  of  Cuyoacan. 

The  Treafurer  Julian  de  Alderete,  consi- 
dering the  Damage  which  his  Breach  of  Orders 
had  occafion'd,  was  fenfible  of  his  Offence, 
and  hafxen  d  to  the  General's  Prefence  with 

much 
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much  Sorrow,  offering  his  Head  to  atone  for 
his  Crime,  who  gave  him  a  very  fevere  Repri- 
mand, without  any  farther  Punifhmcnt  5  not 
thinking  it  proper  at  that  juncture  to  dif- 
courage  the  Soldiers  by  inflicting  upon  that 
Officer  the  CJiaftifement  which  he  merited, 
Cortes  was  obliged  at  this  Time  to  iufpend  the 
offenfive  War,  and  contented  himfelf  with 
blocking  up  the  Place  more  clofely,  and  ftreight- 
ening  the  Enemy  in  their  Provifions,  that  he 
might  take  Care  of  the  Wounded,  whofe  Num- 
bers far  exceeded  thofc  who  were  unhurt. 

Upon  this  Occafion  they  were  fenfible  of 
the  fmgular  Gift  of  a  private  Soldier,  nam'd 
Juan  Catalan,  who  without  any  other  Medi- 
cine than  a  little  Oil,  and  certain  Words  and 
Benedictions,  cur'd  their  Wounds  in  fo  fhort 
a  Time,  that  it  did  not  look  like  the  Work  of 
Nature.  The  Vulgar  call  this  kind  of  Sur- 
gery, curing  by  Enfalmo,  without  any  other 
Reafon  for  it,  than  the  having  heard  fomc 
Verfes  out  of  the  'Pfalras  among  the  Blcflings : 
A  Skill  or  Profeffion  which  Morality  does  not 
always  allow,  and  which  is  fometimes  permit- 
ted after  a  very  Ariel:  Examination.  However, 
in  this  Cafe,  it  would  be  no  Prefumption  to 
look  upon  fuch  a  marvellous  Effect  as  the  Work 
of  Heaven,  the  Grace  of  Healing  being  oneof 
thofe  Gifts  God  is  plcas'd  fometimes  of  his  mere 
Goodnefs  to  confer  upon  Man :  Nov  is  it  rca- 
fonable  to  fuppofe,  that  there  fhould  be  any 
Concurrence  of  the  evil  Spirit  in  the  Means  of 
curing  fo  many  Spaniards,  when  that  Enemy- 
was 
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was  endeavouring  at  the  fame  Time  to  deftroy 
them  by  the  Suggeflions  of  his  Oracles.  Her- 
rera&ys,  that  this  wonderful  Cure  was  wrought 
by  a  Spanijh  Woman,  call'd  Ifabel  Rodriguez ; 
but  we  rather  chufe  to  follow  Bernal  cDiaz> 
del  CaftillOy  who  was  then  upon  the  Spot ; 
and  notwithftanding  it  is  certainly  a  great  Mif- 
fortune  to  an  Hiftorian  to  meet  with  thefe  Con- 
tradictions in  Authors,  yet  he  is  not  always 
obliged  to  difcufs  and  canvafs  them  5  for  the 
Fad  being  undeniable,  it  is  of  fmall  Importance 
to  know  who  was  the  Inftrument  of  doing  it. 

But  let  us  return  to  the  Mexicans,  who  ce- 
lebrated their  Vi&ory  with  great  Rejoicings. 
That  Night  the  Spaniards  faw  from  their 
Quarters,  all  the  Temples  of  the  City  crown'd 
with  innumerable  Lights,  and  VefTels  of  Per- 
fumes, and  in  the  principal  Temple,  dedicated 
to  the  God  of  War,  they  heard  the  Sound  of 
military  Inftruments  in  feveral  Concerts,  which 
were  not  altogether  difagreeable.  With  thefe 
pompous  Preparations,  they  celebrated  the  Sa- 
crifice of  thole  miferable  Spaniards  who  were 
taken  alive,  the  Blood  of  whofe  leaping  Hearts 
ftill  warm,  was  fprinkled  upon  their  horrible 
Idol  5  while  thofe  wretched  Viftims  with  their 
lateft  Breath  were  calling  upon  the  God  of 
Trtith.  This  was  fuppos'd  to  be  the  Occafion 
of  that  extraordinary  Solemnity,  and  the  Fires 
gave  fo  great  a  Light,  that  the  Motion  of  the 
People  was  perceiv  d  5  but  fome  Soldiers  went 
fo  far  as  to  affirm,  that  they  could  diftinguifh 
the  Voices,  and  knew  the  particular  Men.     A 

difmal 
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difmal  Speclacle,  which  aflfe&ed  the  Imagina- 
tion ftill  more  than  it  did  the  Eye !  and  the  Con- 
fideration  was  fo  melancholy  and  moving,  that 
Cortes  himfelf  could  not  refrain  from  fhed- 
ding  Tears ;  nor  thofc  who  were  with  him, 
forbear  following  his  Example. 

The  Advantage  they  had  gain'd,  joiiVd  to 
the  Satisfaction  of  having  appeas'd  their  God 
of  War,  by  the  Sacrifice  of  fo  many  Spani- 
ards',  fo  far  rais'd  the  Pride  of  the  Mexicans, 
that  the  very  fame  Night,  a  little  before  Break 
of  Day,  they  advane'd  by  the  three  Caufeways  to 
beat  up  the  Quarters,  with  a  Dcfign  to  let  Fire 
to  the  Brigantines,  and  to  complete  the  Dc- 
ftru&ion  of  thofe  People,   whom  they,  with 
good  Reafon,  concluded  to  be  either  wounded, 
or  quite  fpent  with  Fatigue  :  but  they  knew  not* 
how  to  conceal  their  Motion ;  for  the  infernal 
Trumpet,  which  infpir'd  them  with  fo  much 
Fury,  turning  their  Dcfpair  into  religious  Wor- 
fliip,  gave  Notice  of  their  Approach,  and  the 
Spaniards  were  fo  well  prepaid  to  receive 
them,  that  they  were  repuis'd  by  the  Artillery 
of  the  Brigantines,   and  fome  Pieces  which 
were  mounted  at  their  Lodgment,  which  play- 
ing along  the  Caufeways  upon  thofe  Throngs  of 
People,  fufficiently  chaftis'd  them  for 'their  Pre- 
iumption. 

The  next  Day  Guatimozin  employ  d  feve- 
ral  Artifices  (fuggefted  to  him  by  his  own  In- 
genuity) which  the  moft  Skilful  in  military 
Affairs  are  wont  to  value  themfelvcs  upon. 
He  gave  out,  That  Cortes  had  been  kill'd  in  his 

Re- 
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Retreat  on  the  Caufeway ;   thereby  giving  the 
People  Hopes,  that  they  fhould  fhortly  be  deli- 
vered from  their  Oppreflbrs  :  he  fent  the  Heads 
of  the  f^endced  Spaniards  to  all  the  neighbour- 
ing Towns,  that  thofe  Tokens  of  his  Victory 
might  brine:  thofe  who  had  fallen  off  from  him 
back  to  their  Obedience  5  and  laftly,  he  report- 
ed, That  their  fupreme  Deity,  the  God  of  War, 
being  appeas'd  by  the  Heart's  Blood  of  thofe 
their  Enemies,  had  informed  him,  in  an  intel- 
ligible Voice,  that  the  War  fhould  be  at  an  End 
in  Eight  Days,  and  that  all  fhould  infallibly  pe- 
rifh  who  neglected  this  Advice.     This  he  in- 
vented, concluding  that  he  fhould  quickly  make 
an  End  of  all  the  Spaniards  5  and  he  found 
Means  to  fend  feveral  Perfons  unknown  into 
the  Enemies  Quarters,  who  fpread  theft  Threat- 
enings  of  his  God  among  the  Indian  Nations, 
which  ferv'd  as;ainft  him  :  A  notable  Contri- 
vanceintirely  to  deject  the  Spirit  of  thofe  Peo- 
ple, already  difheartned  by  the  Death  of  fo 
many  Spaniards^  and  the  dreadful  Slaughter 
of  their  own  Troops,   the  Multitude  of  the 
Wounded,  and  the  great  Concern  of  their  Com- 
manders ! 

The  Oracles  of  that  Idol  had  fuch  an  efta- 
bliflVd  Reputation  among  the  moil:  diftant  Na- 
tions, that  the  Indians  were  eafily  perfuaded 
of  the  Infallibility  of  thofe  Threats  5  the  Num- 
ber of  Eight  Days,  fo  precifely  limited  for  the 
fatal  Period  of  their  Lives,  having  fuch  an  Ef- 
fect upon  their  Imagination,  that  they  refblv'd 
immediately  to  quit  the  Army  $  and  during  the 

two 
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two  or  three  firft  Nights,  the  greateft  Part  of 
the  Confederate  Troops  abandoned  their  Quar- 
ters 5  and  that  fenfelefs  Apprehenfion  was  fo 
powerful  among  thofe  Nations,  that  even  the 
Tlafcalans  and  Tezeucans  disbanded  with  the 
fame  Difordcr,  cither  becaufe  they  really  fear'd 
the  Oracle  as  well  as  the  reft,  or  that  they  were 
led  away  by  the  Example  of  thofe  who  did*. 
None  remained  behind,  except  the  Comman- 
ders and  Men  of  Note,  who,  perhaps,  were  as 
much  afraid  5  but  if  they  were,  they  ftill  va- 
iud  their  Lives  lefs  than  their  Honour. 

This  unlook'd  for  Accident  was  a  frefh  Af- 
nidion  to  Cortes,  as  almoft  caufing  him  to  de- 
fpair  of  the  Succefs  of  his  Enterprize  5  but  the 
Moment  that  he  was  acquainted  with  the  Oc- 
casion of  that  fudden  Change,  he  fent  their 
own  Commanders  after  the  Fugitives  to  flop 
them,  temporizing  with  their  Fear,  till  fuch 
time  as  the  Eight  Days,  aflign'd  by  the  fallacious 
Oracle,  being  paft,  they  might  be  fenfible  of 
the  Impofture  and  Falfity  of  the  Prediction,  and 
better  difpos'd  to  return  to  the  Army.  This 
notable  Contrivance  of  Cortes  had  the  defir'd 
Effeft ;  for  when  the  Eight  Days  were  expired, 
the  Indians  became  capable  of  Perfuafion,  and 
having  fully  recovered  from  their  Fright,  re- 
turned to  their  Quarters  with  frelh  Vigour  and 
Refolution. 

Don  Hernando,  Prince  oiTezeuco,  fent  his 
Brother  to  bring  back  thofe  of  his  Nation  j 
who  return'd  with  them,  and  fome  new  Levies 
that  were  coming  to  join  the  Army. 

The 
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The  Tlafcalan  Deferters,  who  were  of  the 
meaneft  fort  of  People,  did  not  dare  to  pro- 
ceed on  their  Journey,  for  fear  of  expofmg 
themfelves  to  a  certain  Punifhment;  but  waited 
to  fee  the  Event  of  the  Prediction,  with  a  De- 
fign  to  join  fuch  of  their  Nation,  as  fhould  have 
the  good  Fortune  to  efcape  after  the  imaginary- 
Defeat  :  but  at  the  fame  time  that  they  were 
undeceived  of  their  vain  Credulity,  they  had 
the  good  Luck  to  have  an  Opportunity  of  in- 
corporating themfelves  with  a  Reinforcement 
that  was  coming  from  Tlafcala,  and  were  the 
better  received  in  the  Army  upon  their  Return. 

This  Increafe  of  Forces,  and  the  great  Noife 
the  Diftrefs  of  the  Capital  City  made  in  the 
neighbouring  Countries,  prevailed  with  feveral 
Nations  who  had  till  then  been  either  Ene- 
mies, or  Neuters,  to  declare  in  favour  of  the 
Spaniards.  One  of  the  moft  confiderable  was 
the  Nation  of  the  Otomies,  a  fierce  untamed 
People,  who,  after  the  Example  of  Beafts,  pre- 
ferv'd  their  Liberty  amongft  Woods  and  Moun- 
tains, and  had  hitherto  kept  themfelves  free 
from  the  Subjection  of  the  Mexican  Empire, 
without  any  other  Fortification  than  the  Mifery 
and  Sterility  of  their  Country,  which  afforded 
no  Temptation  to  a  Conqueror.  Thus  Cortes 
once  more  found  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  an 
Army  of  upwards  of  Two  hundred  thoufand 
Men,  paffing  in  a  few  Days  from  a  terrible 
Storm  to  an  agreeable  Calm  ;  attributing,  as  he 
always  did,  this  wonderful  and  fudden  Change 
to  the  immediate  Finger  of  God,  whofe  inef- 
fable 
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fable  Providence,  often  permits  Adverfoies,  to 
awaken  in  the  Minds  of  Men  the  Senfe  of  his 
Bounties  and  Benefits. 

The  Mexicans  were  not  idle  during  this  Suf- 
penfionof  Arms,  to  which  the  Spaniards  were 
redue'd.     They  made  frequent  Sallies,  beating 
up  the  Spanifi  Quarters  both  by  Night  and  Day, 
and  were  always  rcpuls'd  with  great  Lofs,  with- 
out cither  damaging  or  terrifying  their  Enemies. 
By  fome  of  the  laft  Priibners,  Cortes  was  in- 
form'd  of  the  great  Diftrefs  the  City  was  in; 
That  the  Soldiers  were  diilatisfy'd,  and  the  Peo- 
ple redue'd  to  Extremity  for  Want  of  Bread  and 
Water ;  that  Abundance   of  People  died  bv 
drinking  the  brackilh  Water  of  their  Pits  5  and 
that  the  inconfiderablc  Quantity  of  Provisions 
they  got  by  the  Means  of  thole  Canoes  which 
had  efcap'd  the  Brigantines,  were  equally  divi- 
ded among  the  Nobles,  and  became  an  addi- 
tional Subject  of  Impatience  and  Difcontcnt  to 
the  Populace,  whole  Clamours  began  to  give 
fome  Sufpicion  of  their  Fidelity  :  Upon  which 
Intelligence,  Cortes  ailemblcd  his  Captains  to 
confult  what  was  moil:  proper  to  be  done  in 
the  prefent  Situation  of  Affairs. 

He  reprefented  to  them  the  fmall  Hopes  he 
had  that  Want  would  oblige  the  Befiegcd  to 
furrender,  becaufe  of  the  implacable  Hatred, 
they  bore  the  Spaniards,  and  of  thofe  Anfwcrs 
of  their  Idols,  with  which  the  Devil  fomented 
it.  He  gave  his  own  Opinion,  that  it  was  belt 
to  proceed  immediately  to  Adion,  for  the  Rea- 
ibn  he  had  allcdg'd,  and  for  fear  the  Allies 

ould 
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fhould  again  defert  him  5  a  People  eafily  mov'd, 
and  who,  as  they  were  ferviceable  in  the  Day 
of  Battle,  were  endanger'd  by  the  Idlenefs  of 
Quarters,  being  always  defirous  to  engage,  and 
not  capable  of  conceiving  that  the  Siege  they 
were  then  carrying  on  was  a  real  War,  or  that, 
in  thofe  Intervals  between  the  Attacks,  any  De- 
triment was  done  to  the  Enemy. 

They  were  unanimoufly  of  Opinion,  to 
continue  to  make  AfTaults,  without  quitting 
the  Siege;  and  Cortes,  who  was  fenfible,  by 
the  Succefs  of  the  laft  Engagement,  how  much 
he  fuffer'd  in  his  Retreats,  always  exposed  to 
the  utmoft  Fury  of  the  Enemy,  refolv'd  to 
leave  ftrong  Garifons  in  his  Quarters,  and  in 
the  Place  of  Arms,  and  make  a  general  At- 
tack by  the  three  Caufeway  s  at  once,  in  order  to 
take  Pofts  within  the  City,  which  were  to  be 
maintained  at  all  Hazards  ?  each  Body  endea- 
vouring to  advance  as  far  as  the  great  Square 
call'd  Tlateluco,  where  they  were  to  join  and 
ad  as  Occafion  fhould  require.  The  Enter- 
prize  upon  Mexico  would  have  been  much  for- 
warder,  or  perhaps  quite  over,  if  they  had 
taken  this  Rcfolution  at  the  Beginning :  But 
human  Prudence  and  Forefight  is  fo  limited 
and  confiiVdj  that  it  is  no  fmall  Token  of  Judg- 
ment, to  be  inftruded  by  Mifcarriages,  and  ill 
Succefs  5  and  Men  are  very  often  oblig'd  to 
found  their  juft  Maxims  of  Conduft  upon  the 
Corredion  of  Errors. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.     XXIV. 

Cortes  carries  on  his  three  Attacks  at  once. 
The  whole  Army  joins  in  the  great  Square 
of  Mexico,  called  Tlateleuco.  Guatimozin 
retires  to  the  farthefl  Tart  of  the  City. 
The  Mexicans  make  fever al  Efforts,  ana 
ufe  divers  Stratagems,  to  divert  the  Spa- 
niards. 

CORTES  having  made  Provifion  of  Wa- 
ter, Vi&uals,  and  whatever  elie  was  ne- 
ceilary  for  the  Subfiftcnce  of  his  Troops  in  a 
City  where  all  Things  were  wanting,  the  three 
Captains,  at  the  Dawning  of  the  appointed 
Day,  marched  out  of  their  refpc&ive  Quarters; 
*Pedro  de  Alvarado  from  Tacuba,  Gonzalo 
de  Sandoval  from  Tapeaquilla,  and  the  Gene- 
ral himfelf,  with  the  Body  of  Troops,  com- 
manded by  Chrijloval  de  Olid,  from  Cuyoa- 
can-,  each  of  them  having  his  Brigantines  and 
Canoes  to  fupport  him.  They  found  the  three 
Caufeways  in  a  Pofturc  of  Defence,  the  Bridges 
drawn  up,  and  the  Ditches  all  cleared  and 
guarded  with  fuch  an  enormous  Multitude  of 
Men  in  Arms,  as  if  the  War  had  been  but 
that  Day  begun.  All  thefc  Difficulties  they 
however  furmounted  with  the  fame  Indulhy 
as  they  had  done  all  the  reft  5  and  after  fome, 
Vol.  II.  G  g  not 
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not  very  confiderable  Detention,  the  three 
Bodies,  much  about  the  fame  Time,  arrived 
in  the  City:  They  cafily  gained  the  ruined 
Streets,  by  Reafon  they  were  but  faintly  de- 
fended by  the  Enemy,  whofe  main  Depen- 
dence was  upon  thofe  where  the  Tops  of  the 
Houfes  were  all  manned.  All  that  the  Spa- 
niards attempted  the  firft  Day,  was  only  to 
lodge  themfclves,  each  Body  fortifying  their 
Quarters  with  the  Ruins  of  the  Houfes  in  the 
bed  Manner  they  could,  but  depending  chiefly 
upon  the  Vigilance  of  their  Centiuels. 

This  new  Method  of  Proceeding  caufed 
great  Trouble  and  Confufion  among  the 
Mexicans,  and  intirely  broke  all  the  Mea- 
fures  they  had  taken  to  charge  the  Spaniards 
in  their  Retreat.  The  Rumour  of  it  was  foon 
fpread  throughout  Mexico,  the  Danger  greatly 
magnified,  and  every  one's  Thoughts  were 
employed  about  providing  fome  fpeedy  Re- 
medy againft  the  impending  Evils  and  the 
M  millers  and  Nobles  inftantly  repaired  to 
Guatimoziris  Palace,  and,  by  their  preffing 
Intreaties,  prevailed  with  him  to  retire  that 
very  Night  to  a  more  diftant  Part  of  the  City. 
Councils  were  continually  held,  and  the  Opi- 
nions were  various  and  different  5  being  cither 
bold  and  refolute,  or  timorous  and  deje&ed, 
according  as  the  Undemanding  followed  the 
Dictates  of  the  Heart.  Some  voted,  that  the 
King,  for  the  Security  of  his  Royal  Perfon, 
fhould   immediately    be    conveyed   to   fome 

Place 
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Place  left  expofed;  others  were  for  fortifying 
that  Part  of  the  City  where  the  Court  then 
was ;   and  others  propofed,   that  the  firft  Step 
they  took,  fhould  be  to  ufe  their   utmoft  Ef- 
forts to  diflodgc  the  Enemy  from  the  Ports 
they  had  poffeficd  themfclves  of.    Giiatimozin 
inclined  to  the  Advice  of  thole  who  exprcfled 
the  greateft  Refolution  5    fo  that,  rejecting  all 
Thoughts  of  abandoning  Mexico,  he  declared, 
that  he  was  fully  determined  to  fharc  his  Fate 
with  his  People  ;  and  that  Moment  gave  Or- 
ders,   that  Preparation  fhould  be  made  to  at- 
tack the  Enemy  in  their  Quarters  at  Day- break, 
with  the  whole  Remainder  of  his  Forces.    To 
this  Purpofe,  the  Chiefs,  with  all  pollible  Ex- 
pedition,  affembled  all  their  Troops,    which 
were  divided  into  three  Bodies,    with  the  Dc- 
fign  of  exerting  their  laft  Strength,  in  this  de- 
finitive Effort,  to  the  total  Destruction  of  the 
Spaniards.     Soon  after  the  Dawning  of  tne 
Morning,    the  Enemy  prefented   themfelves 
within  Sight  of  the  three  Lodgments,  whither 
the  News  of  their  Motions  was  already  arrived, 
but  the  Artillery,  which  played  upon  the  Ave- 
nues, made  fuch  a  terrible  Slaughter  in  their 
Van-Guard,    that  they  durft  not  advance  to 
put  their  Orders  in  Execution,  and  were  foon 
convinced,  that  their  Attempt  was  wholly  im- 
practicable :    So  that,   without  venturing  near 
enough  to  come  to  Handy- Blows,  they  began 
to  give   back,    endeavouring  to   make   what 
was  a  real  Flight  be  looked  upon  only  as  an 
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orderly  Retreats  but  that  Motion,  as  it  was 
flow  in  the  Front,  gave  the  Spaniards  an  Op- 
portunity to  advance,  till  they  could  ufe  their 
Weapons  upon  the  terrify 'd  Indians:  info- 
much,  that  without  any  other  Trouble  than 
what  they  were  at  in  the  Purfuit,  they  intirely 
routed  and  difperfed  the  Enemy,  and  bettered 
their  Quarters  for  the  enfuing  Night. 

However,  the  Difficulties  which  the  Spa- 
niards had  to  encounter  afterwards,  were  (till 
greater;  being  obliged,  as  they  advanced,  to 
deftroy  Houfes,  to  level  Works,  and  to  fill 
up  the  Ditches  which  were  cut  crofs  every 
Street.  All  this  was  ncverthclcfs  fo  happily, 
and  fo  expeditioufly  effected,  that,  in  lefs 
than  four  Days,  the  three  Leaders  came  in 
Sight  of  the  Tlateleuco,  which  was  the  Cen- 
tre whither,  by  different  Lines,  they  had  all 
dire&ed  their  Courfe. 

Pedro  de  Alvarado  wasthefirftwho 
arrived  at  that  fpacious  Square,  where  he  found 
the  Enemy,  who  ftill  had  retreated  before 
him,  endeavouring  to  draw  up  in  Battle-Ar- 
ray, and  to  make  a  Stand  5  but  he  gave  them 
not  Time  to  do  as  they  intended,  neither  was 
it  indeed  an  eafy  Matter  for  thofe  Indians, 
when  they  were  once  in  Diforder,  to  return 
to  a  Charge;  fo  that,  at  the  very  firft  Onfet, 
they  abandoned  the  Ground,  and,  in  great 
Confufion  and  Precipitation,  retired  to  the 
Streets  on  the  oppofite  Side.  Alvarado,  be- 
ing now  at  Leifure  to  look  about  him,  ob- 

ferved 
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ferved  that  there  was,  at  a  fmall  Diftance,  a 
very  large  Temple,  the  Towers  and  Afcent 
whereof  were  pofTeficd  by  the  Enemy  ;  and 
thereupon  he  immediately  detached  lbme 
Companies  to  drive  them  from  thence,  and 
to  pod  themfelvcs  there  7  in  order  to  fecure 
his  Rear  >  which  Orders,  with  little  or  no 
Difficulty,  they  foon  performed,  by  Rcafon 
that  the  Indians  who  were  left  to  defend  that 
Poft,  were  already  retiring,  after  the  Example 
of  the  reft.  He  then,  in  order  to  make  his 
Lodgment,  drew  up  his  Troops  into  one  Body, 
making  a  Smoke  from  the  Top  of  the  aboye- 
mentioned  Temple,  either  as  a  Signal  for  the 
other  Captains,  his  Friends,  to  know  where 
he  was,  or,  by  that  Means,  to  gain  their  Ap- 
plaufe  for  his  fuccefsful  Diligence. 

Soon  after  came  up,  by  a  different  Avenue, 
the  Detachment  properly  belonging  to  Chri- 
Jioval  de  Olid,  but  then  under  the  Command 
of  General  Cortes  himfelf  5  and  the  confufed 
Throng  of  Mexicans  which  fled  before  him 
into  that  Square,  fell  in  upon  the  Battalion 
which  Alvarado  had,  though  with  another 
Defign,  juft  before  drawn  up  in  Order  of 
Battle;"  where  thofe  Wretches,  being  at- 
tacked on  every  Side,  mod  of  them  perifhed  : 
And  the  like  Fate  attended  thofe  who  were 
driven  in  thither  by  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval, 
wholikewife,  prefently  after,  arrived. 

Those  of  the  Enemy  who  had  retired  to 
the  Streets  which  led  to  the  other  Parts  of 
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the  City,  perceiving  that  the  whole  Force  of 
the  Spaniards  was  united,  ran  away  with  the 
utmoft  Precipitation  to  defend  the  Perfon  of 
their  Prince,  believing  themfelves  now  come 
to  the  laft  Conflicts  whereby  the  Span: ft  Ge- 
neral had  an  Opportunity  to  lodge  himfclf  to 
the  beft  Advantage  without  any  Opposition 
or  Interruption :  Which  he  did,  and  ported 
fome  Companies  in  the  adjacent  Streets  to 
fecure  his  Quarters  from  the  Enemies  Infults, 
ordering  the  Commanders  of  the  Brigantines 
and  Canoes  to  ply  continually  about  the  three 
Caufew  ys,  and  to  give  him  Notice  of  what- 
ever fhould  occur  worth  Obfervation. 

It  was  at  the  fame  time  abfolutely  requifite 
to  clear  the  Place  from  the  dead  Bodies ;  and 
feveral  Companies  of  the  Confederate  Indians 
were  employed  to  caft  them  into  the  Canals 
of  thofe  Streets  where  the  Water  was  deepeft ; 
but  thofe  Indians  had  Spanifi  Overfeers  and 
Commanders,  to  prevent  their  running  away 
with  their  wretched  Burdens  to  make  a  Ban- 
quet of  human  Flefh,  which  was  the  deteftable 
Solemnity  with  which  thofe  mifguided  People 
>i*ere  ever  wont  to  conclude  the  Celebration 
of  their  Victories  :  Notwithstanding  which 
Precaution,  it  was  not  poilible  wholly  to  pre- 
vent that  Abomination,  yet  they  obftruded 
its  Excefs,  and  difguifed  that  Toleration  un- 
der the  Mask  or  Ignorance. 

This  Night  feveral  Parties  of  miferable 
Peaiants,  more  than  half  dead  with  Famine, 

came 


Book  V.     Conquejl  of  Mexico.      45  jf 

came  to  the  Quarters  to  furrender  thcmfclvcs, 
giving  up  their  Liberty  lor  Subfiftencc  j  and 
notwithftanding  it  was  generally  iiifpc&cd  that 
they  had  been  difmiffed  as  ufelefs  Mouths,  yet 
their  deplorable  Condition  rais'd  fuch  Com- 
miferation  in  all  the  Beholders,  that  the  Ge- 
neral ordered  them  fomc  Rcfrcrhment,  that 
they  might  be  enabled  to  feek  their  Liveli- 
hood abroad  in  the  Country. 

The  next  Morning  all  the  Streets  within 
the  Enemy's  Diftrid  were  filled  with  armed 
Indians,  but  they  were  polled  there  only  to 
cover  thofe  who  were  working  upon  the 
Fortifications,  which  they  were  making  for 
their  ultimate  Retreat;  and  Cortes  perceiving 
that  they  did  not  attempt  any  Hoftilities,  nor 
by  any  of  their  ufual  Infults  offer  to  provoke 
him,  fufpended  the  Attack  which  he  at  firft 
had  determined,  being  inclined  once  more  to 
offer  them  Peace,  as  fuppofing  that  they  might 
be  now  difpofed  to  come  to  an  Accommoda- 
tion, or  ar  lead,  that  they  would  be  convine'd 
that  he  did  not  third  after  their  Dcftrudion, 
fince  he  proffered  them  favourable  Conditions 
at  a  juncture  when  his  whole  Power  was 
untied  in  the  very  Heart  of  their  City,  the 
greatcft  Part  whereof  was  already  in  his  Poi- 
feflion.  The  Meflagc  was  carried  by  three 
or  four  of  the  principal  Prifoners,  and  Cortes 
was  impatiently  waiting  for  an  Aniwer,  as 
not  doubting  but  that  the  Propofal  would  be 
gladly  received,  becaufe  it  was  obferv'd  that 
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thofe  Multitudes  of  the  Populace  who  were 
wont  to  be  always  ready  to  advance  to  defend 
the  Streets,  were  intirely  withdrawn. 

The  Quarter  to  which  Gnatimozin  with 
his  Minifters,  Nobles,    and  Soldiery,    was  re- 
tired, was  a  very  fpacious  Angle  of  the  City, 
the  greateft  Part  whereof  was  defended  by  its 
bordering  upon  the  Lake;  and  the  reft,  which 
was  at  no  great  Diftance  from  the  great  Square 
of  Tlateluco,  was  at  every  Avenue  fortify 'd 
bv  a   fort  of  (Iron?  Wall,    made  of  hu<?c 
Planks  and  Fafcines,  which  reach'd  the  Build- 
ings on  either  Side  of  thofe  refpective  Streets, 
before  each  of  which  was  a  broad  and  deep 
Ditch  full  of  Water,    which   they  had    dug 
acrofs  the  Streets  to  give  a  Current  to  the 
Waters  of  the  Canals.     The  enfuins;  Morning 
Cortes,  followed  by  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
Spaniards,  marched  out  to  view  the  Ground, 
which  the  Enemy  had  forfaken,  and  advanced 
till  he  came  within  Sight  of  thofe  Fortifica- 
tions, which  he  found  covered  with  an  incre- 
dible Multitude  of  Men  in  Arms,  but  who 
yet  feemed  to  be  difpofed  to  Peace;  for  they 
neither    founded   their   warlike  Inftruments, 
nor  made  the  accuftomed  Outcries.    The  Ge- 
neral drew  back,  and  returned  feveral  times 
with  the  Spaniards,  without  once  offering  to 
moleft  or  provoke  them;  and  it  appeared  that 
the  Mexicans  had  Orders  to  do  the  like,  be- 
caufe  they  (till  pointed  their  Weapons  down- 
wards, 
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wards,  fignifying,  by  their  Silence  and  Still- 
nefs,  that  the  Treaty  which  occafioncd  that 
Sort  of  Truce  was  no  way  difagreeable  to 
them. 

It  was  very  remarkable  upon  this  Occafion 
with  what  Care  they  endeavoured  to  dilguifc 
their  Diftrcfs,  and  conceal  the  Neceflltics  un- 
der which  they  laboured,  and  what  (Menta- 
tion they  ufed  to  make  the  Spaniards  believe, 
that  notwithftanding  they  had  no  Averfion  to 
the  Overtures  of  Peace,  it  was  not  thro'  want 
of  Means  or  Courage  to  profecute  the  War, 
that  they  were  willing  to  accept  it.     They  fat 
in  publick  upon  the  Works  to  eat,  and  flung 
Cakes  of  Maiz  among  the  common  People, 
to  fhew  that  they  had  Plenty  of  Provifions, 
and  from  time  to  time  feveral  of  their  Chiefs 
tallied  out ,  and  challenged  the  flouted  Cham- 
pion of  the  Spaniards  to  a  fingle  Combat: 
But  thofe  Challengers  did  not  long  continue 
there,  foon  retiring  in  again,   as  well  pleafed 
with  the  Bravado,    as  they  could  have  been 
with  the  Vi&ory,  had  they  obtained  it.     One 
of  them  indeed  advanced  near  the  Place  where 
Cortes  flood,  and,   by  the  Ornaments  of  his 
Nakednefs,   feemed  to  be  a  Perfon  of  fome 
Diftin&ion  5    his  Arms    were   a  Sword   and 
Buckler  of  one  of  the  Spaniards ',  whom  they 
had  facrificed.    This  Indian^  with  the  greatcft 
Arrogance,  pcrfiftcd  in  his  Defiance,  inibmuch 
that  Cortes ,   quite  out  of  Patience  with  his 
Noife,  and  prciiimptucuis  Behaviour,  ordered 

his 
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his  Interpreter  to  tell  him,     "  That  if  he 
"  would  bring  ten  others  like  himfclf,    l\e 
"  would  give  Leave  to  that  Spaniard  {point- 
"  ing  to  his  Vage,  who  bore  his  Shield)  to 
"  engage  them  all  at  once."     The  Mexican 
was  not   infenfible   of  the  Contempt;    but, 
without  feeming  to  take  any  Notice   of  it, 
continued  his  Defiance  with  ftill  greater  Info- 
lence;  and  the  Page,  whofe  Name  was  Juan 
Nunez  de  Mercadoy   a  Youth  about  fixteen, 
or  at  moft  feventeen  Years  of  Age,  fuppofing 
that  this  Affair  regarded  him,  fince  his  Matter 
had  dire&ly  pointed  him  out,  without  being 
obferved  got  out  of  the  Croud,  and,  making 
the  bed  Shift  he  could  to  get  over  the  Ditch, 
attacked  the  Challenger,    who    flood  ready 
prepared  ;    but  the  Page,    receiving    the  firft 
Blow  upon  his  Shield,  at  the  fame  Inftant  gave 
his  Adverfary  fo  bold  and  vigorous  a  Thruft, 
that,  without  needing  a  fecond  Wound,   he 
brought    him    down  dead    upon    the   Spot, 
This  A&ion  was  greatly  applauded  by  the  Spa- 
?iiards ,    and  admired  by  the  Enemy.     The 
Page,   immediately  after  his  Exploit,  return'd, 
and  threw  down  the  Sword  and  Buckler  of  the 
vanquifhed   Mexican  at  the  General's  Feet, 
who  was  fo  highly  pleafed  with  fuch   early 
Valour,    that  he  embraced  him  with  great 
Tendernefs,  and,  with  his  own  Hand,  girt  on 
upon  him  that  Sword  which  with  fuch  Bra- 
very he  had  won,   and  enhanced  the  Reputa- 
tion which  he  had  acquired  by  his  Merit,  by 

admitting 
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admitting  him,  tho'  fo  young,  into  the  Con- 
vention of  the  graved  and  mod:  didinguifhed 
Pcrfons  in  the  Army. 

During  the  three  or  four  Days  Sufpcnfion 
of  Arms,   Guatimozin  held  fevcral  Councils 
to  deliberate  on  the  Overtures  of  Peace  which 
had  been  made  him,   and  the  Majority  voted 
for  the  admitting  the  Treaty,  being  fenfible 
of  the  miferable  Condition  to  which  they 
were  already  reduced ;  while  others,  conform- 
ing their  Suffrages  to  the  Inclination  of  their 
Sovereign,  {hewed  thcmfelves  willing  to  con- 
tinue the  War  5    but  the  detcftablc  idolatrous 
Priefts,   whofe  Opinions  were  looked  upon 
by  thofe  deluded  People  as  the  immediate  and 
abfolute  Commands  of  their  falfe  Deities,  fup- 
ported   the  leffcr  Number,    alluring  Vidlory 
with  dark  and  myderious  Menaces,  and,  like 
Oracles,  infpiring  the  whole  Afiembly  with 
the  fame  diabolical  Fury  which  poffefled  their 
own  Breads.     Upon  this  it  was  unanimoufly 
refolvcd  to  profecute  the  War,  and  immedi- 
ately to  renew  their  Hodilitics,   while  Guati- 
rnozin difguifed  his  Obdinacy  under  the  fpc- 
cious  Pretext  of  Obedience  to  his  Gods  5  but 
before  he  broke  up  the   Council,    he  gave 
Orders,  that    all  the  "Piraguas   and  Canoes 
fhould  retire  to  a  certain  fort  of  Bay,  which 
the  Lake   made  in  that  Part  of  the  City,  in 
order  to  fecure  a  Retreat,  in  cafe  they  fhould 
be  driven  to  Extremity. 

This 
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This  Order  was  inftantly  put  in  Execution, 
and  an  incredible  Number  of  thole  Veflels 
made  to  that  Bay,  with  no  more  People  in 
them  than  were  juft  ncceffary  to  conduct  them 
thither  5  of  which  Motion  immediate  Notice 
was  fent  from  the  Spaniards,  who  were  upon 
the  Lake,  to  Cortes,  who,  without  Hefitation, 
prefently  concluded,  That  the  Mexicans  were 
afing  thofe  Precautions  with  no  other  View 
tiian  to  fecurc  their  Prince's  Pcrfon,  leaving 
the  War  mil  on  Foot ,  and  the  Poffeflion  of 
the  City  to  be  difputed.  Hereupon  he  ap- 
pointed Gonzalo  de  Sandoval 'for  Commander 
in  Chief  of  all  the  Brigantines,  with  Orders 
to  furround  the  Bay  at  a  Diftance,  and  to  have  a 
watchful  Eye  upon  whatever  Motion  the 
Enemy  fhould  happen  to  make.  Soon  after 
he  advanced  with  his  Troops,  with  a  Defign 
of  approaching  their  Fortifications,  and  to 
forward  the  Peace  by  the  Appearance  of  War. 
But  the  Enemy  had  already  received  Orders 
to  defend  themfelves,  and  before  the  advanced 
Guard  of  the  Spaniards  came  up,  the  Indians 
declared  the  Breach  of  the  Treaty  by  their 
hoftile  Cries,  and  with  a  fteady  and  rcfolutc 
Countenance  prepared  for  the  Encounter  5  but 
it  prefently  appeared,  that  their  Haughtinefs 
and  Courage  be^an  to  fail  them :  For  thev  no 
iboner  perceived  the  terrible  Havock  which 
the  firft  Difchanres  of  the  Cannon  made  in 
their  wooden  Fortification,  which  they  had 
foolifhly   imagined  to  be   impenetrable,   but 

they 
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they  became  fenfiblc  of  their  Danger,  and, 
according  to  Appearances,  they  fent  Notice 
thereof  to  Guatimozin  ;  for  it  was  not  long 
before  they  made  Signs  of  demanding  a  Parley, 
by  hanging  out  white  Cloths,  and  very  fre- 
quently repeating  the  Word  Peace. 

They  were  given  to  understand  by  the  In- 
terpreters, that  whoever  had  any  Propofals  to 
offer  from  their  Prince,  might  approach  ;  up- 
on which  Afllirancc  three  or  four  Mexicans, 
who  by  their  Apparel  fecmed  to  be  Perfons 
of  fome  Note,  appeared  on  the  further  Side 
of  the   Ditch.     Theie   Deputies,    having  firft 
made    their  accuftomed  Humiliations,    with 
an  affected  Gravity,   told  Cortes,  cc  That  the 
"  Supreme  Majclty  oi  Guatimozin,  their  Lord 
"  and  Sovereign,  had  named  them  his  Servants 
"  to  treat  of  an  amicable  Accommodation,  and 
"  had  fent  them  to  hear  what  Propofals  the 
"  Captain  of  the  Spaniards  had  to  make,  in 
"  order  to  inform  his  Mexican  Majcfty  of  the 
"  Articles  of  the  Capitulation."  Cortes  rcply'd, 
u  That  his  real  and  only  View  was  Peace,  and 
"  that  nocwithftanding  he  had  it  in  his  Power 
"  to  give  Laws  to  thole  who  fo  long  had  re- 
u  fufed  to   hearken  to  Reafon,    yet  he  once 
"  more  offered  them  Peace,  and  was  ready  to 
"  renew  the  Treaty  which  they  had  broken  : 
"  But  that  Affairs  of  this  Nature  were  dif- 
"  cult  to  be  adjufted  by  third  Pcribns,  where- 
"  fore  it  was  rcquifitc  that  their  Prince  fhould 
"  cither  appear  in  Perfon,  or  at  lcaft  that  ho 

fhould 
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"  fhould  approach  with  his  Counfcllors  and 
"  Minifters  nearer  at  hand,  in  order  to  be  the 
tt  more  conveniently  confulted,    in  cafe  any 
"  Diipute  or  Difficulty  fhould  arifc  ;  alluring 
"  them,  that  he  was  fully   diipoied  to  agree 
"  to  every  Thing  that  was  not  repugnant  or 
u  injurious  to  the  iuperior  Authority  of  his 
ic  own  Sovereign ;  with  which  View  he  pro- 
"  mifed  upon  his  Word  of  Honour,    (which 
cc  he  alio  confirmed    by  an  Oath)    That   he 
<:  would  not  only,  on  his  Part,  caufe  all  Hotii- 
tl  lities  to  ceafe,  but  would  likewile  take  par- 
<c  ticular  Care,  that  his  Royal  Peribn  fhould  be 
4<  in  the  sreatcfl:  Securitv,  and  that  he  fhould 
cc  be  treated  with  all  the  Deference  and  Re- 
"  fpecl  due  to  the  Mexican  Emperor." 

The  Deputies  upon  this  immediately  retir'd? 
feeming  very  well  fatisfied  with  this  Anfwer, 
and  the  fame  Evening  return  d  to  the  fame 
Place,  with  a  Meffage  to  Cortes  3  telling  him, 
u  That  his  Mexican  Majefty  would  not  fail 
cc  of  coming  thither  the  next  Day,  with  his 
«  Minifters  and  Attendants,  to  be  near  at 
"  hand  to  take  Cognizance  of  the  Articles  of 
"  the  Treaty."  His  real  Intent  was,  with  va- 
rious Pretexts,  to  continue  and  prolong  the 
Conferences ,  till  all  the  "Piraguas  and  Ca- 
noes could  be  got  together  in  a  Readinefs,  in 
order  to  feeure  his  Retreat,  which  had  been 
already  pofitively  refolved  on :  And  according- 
ly the'  fame  Meffengcrs  returned  again  at  the 
Hour  appointed,  pretending,  "  That  a  certain 

"  unfore- 
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'c  unforefecn  Accident  had  prevented  their 
u  Prince  from  keeping  his  Word,  and  that 
*  he  could  not  poflibly  come  till  the  Mor- 
"  row."  After  this,  Guatimozin  again  put 
off  his  Afiignation,  on  Pretence  of  firft  ad- 
jufting  fome  Points  and  Conditions  relating 
to  the  Ceremonies  and  Formalities  of  that 
Interview ,  and  in  a  Word,  four  Days  palled 
in  thefe  Excufcs  and  Delays:  Nor  was  the  Ar- 
tifice difcovcrcd  till  fomewhat  later  then  it 
fhould  have  been;  for  Cortes  firmly  believed 
that  the/  really  defircd  Peace,  founding  that 
Belief  upon  the  Exigence  of  their  prefent 
Condition,  and  had  actually  made  fomc  Pre- 
parations for  the  Reception  of  Guatimozin 
with  State  and  Magnificence.  But  when  In- 
formation was  brought  him  of  what  palled  in 
the  Lake,  he  was  inwardly  afhamed  of  his 
having  fuffered  himfeif  to  be  fo  impofed  upon, 
and  for  having  retained  fo  good  an  Opinion 
of  the  Sincerity  of  thofc  Barbarians,  after  fo 
many  Delays,  and  could  not  forbear  breaking 
out  into  Threats  aeainft  them  5  {hewing  that 
Anger  and  Refentment,  to  conceal  his  Con- 
fufton,  and  feeming  fenfible  of  the  Difference 
there  is  between  being  openly  infultcd,  and 
deceitfully  farprized. 
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the  Brigantines  with  fuch  Vigour,  that  without 
ig  any  wfft  difmay'd  at  the  Havock  the 
Cannon  made  among  them  at  a  Diftance, 
they  undauntedly  advanced  to  receive  I 
Strokes  of  Swords  and  Lances.  But  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  Mexicans  were  engagi 
with   fuch    extraordinary  Conzalo 

Sandoval  obferved,  that  from  the  fartheftPart 
of  the  Bay,  fix  or  feven  Piraguas  \  the 
Dtmofl  Force  of  Oars,    were  ir.  *he  beft 

of  ril  upon  which  he  immediately  or- 

d  Captain  Garciade  Holguin  to  chace  ti 
witn  i  ;sBrigantine,  and,  #ith  as  little  Dam 
as  pofliblc,  to  endcavour'to  take  them. 

He  pitched  upon  Holguin  for  this  Action, 
as  well  for  the  Confidence  he  had  in  his 
Courage  and  D  n  the  g 

nefs  of  his  Veflel,  which  DifTerence  of  that 
Brigantine  from  the  reft,  migjit  perhaps  dep 
upon  theS:  andDexterity  of  hisP.owers; 

or  probably  _r  owing  to  theGoodnefs 

of  her  Make,  by  which  (he  was  more  obedient 
to  the  Oars;  a  Circumstance  of  no  fmall  Ad- 
vantage an.  .  That 
Captain,  without  lofing  a  Moment's  time, 
more  than  was  juft  ne : 

and  for  the  Rowers  to  take  Breath,  ufed  fuch 
extraordic  foon  overtook 

them;  wThen  turning  the  Head  of 
tine,  he  fell  in  upon  the  foremoft  Pi 

1  the  1 
all  at  once  ceafcd  from  rovt .  i  lay  i 
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theirOars,whenthey  found  themfelves  attack'd ; 
and  fome  of  thofe  who  were  in  the  firft  'Pira- 
gua, called  out  amain  to  the  Brigantine  not  to 
fire;  faying,  the  Royal  Per fon  of  his  Mexican 
Majefty  was  on  board  that  Veflel  ;  whichWords 
were  interpreted   by  fome  Spanijh  Soldiers, 
who  began  to  have  a  fmall  Smattering  of  the 
Mexican  Language:   And  the  better  to  make 
themfclves  underftood,  they  flung  down  their 
Arms,   accompanying  their  Requeft  with  all 
the  Demonftrations  of  People  who  furrender'd. 
Upon  this,  the  Brigantines  boarded  the  Pira- 
gua,   into  which  Garcia  de  Holguin,    with 
fome  of  the  Spaniards,  immediately  leaped, 
in  order   to  iccure  the  Prize.     Guatimozin 
inftantly  advanced ,    and ,    diftinguifhing  the 
Captain  by  the  Refpeft  paid  him  by  the  reft, 
faid,  /  am  your  Pr  if  oner,   and  ready  to  g& 
whither  foever  you  think  jit  to  conduff  me : 
All  I  have  to  defire  of  you,  is,  that  fome 
Regard  may   be  had  to  the  Honour  of  the 
Emprefs  my  Confort,  and  to  that  of  the  Wo- 
men who  accompany  her.     He  then  palled  into 
the  Brigantine,    and  gave  his  Hand  to  that 
Princefs  to  help  her  up ;   and  was  fo  much 
Matter  of  himfelf,  and  fo  far  from  being  in 
any  Condensation,  that  perceiving  Holguin  to 
be  in  fome  Concern  about  the  other  Piraguas, 
he,    with   great  Sedatencfs  of  Countenance, 
added,  Tou  have  no  Occafion,  Sir,  to  give  your- 
felf  any  Trouble  concerning  thofe  my  Fol- 
:ers,  for  they  will  all  come  to  die  at  the 

Feet 
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Feet  of  their  ^Prince :  and  upon  the  firft  Sig- 
nal he  made  them,  they  let  their  Weapons 
drop  out  of  their  Hands,  and  followed  theBri- 
gamine  as  Prifoners,  in  Obedience  to  their  So- 
vereign's Command. 

Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  was  all  that 
Time  hotly  engag'd  with  the  Canoes,  and,  by 
the  Rcfiftance  he  met  with,  he  became  fenfible 
of  the  Quality  of  thofe  who  defended  them, 
and  of  the  great  Courage  and  Fidelity  of  the 
Mexican  Nobility  5  who,  at  the  Hazard  of  their 
own  Lives,  had  undertaken  to  fecure  their 
Prince's  Liberty.  But  the  Conflict  was  of  no 
long  Continuance,  becaufe  they  foon  had  No- 
tice of  his  being  taken ,  which  they  no  fooner 
undcrftood,  but  their  loud  military  Cries  were 
converted  into  dolorous,  yet  lefs  noify  Lamen- 
tations. They  did*  not  only  furrender  with 
little  or  no  Rcfiftance,  but  fcveral  of  the  No- 
bility rcquefted  that  they  might  be  taken  on 
board  the  Brigantincs,  to  follow  the  Fortune 
of  their  Prince. 

Garcia  de  Holguin  came  up  at  the 
fame  Time,  having  firft  difpatch'd  away  a  Ca- 
noe with  the  News  to  Cortes  j  and  without 
bearing  down  too  near  upon  Sandoval's  Bri- 
gantinc,  he  gave  him,  as  he  pak'd  by,  a  brief 
Account  of  what  had  happen  d :  but  perccive- 
ing  that  he  was  defirous  of  taking  Charge  of 
that  important  Prifoner,  he  made  the  beft  of 
his  Way,  left  Sandoval  fhould  fend  him  an 
H  h  2  Order 
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Order  to  that  Purpofe,  and  his  refilling  to  obey, 
fhould  be  look'd  upon  as  a  Crime. 

The  Spaniards  in  the  City  were,  in  the 
mean  while,  carrying  on  their  Attack  againft 
the  Wooden  Fortification,  and  the  Mexicans 
who  had  undertaken  to  defend  it,  in  order  to 
make  a  Divcrfion  on  that  Side,  maintained 
their  Ground  with  notable  Courage  and  Refo- 
lution,  till  being  informed  by  their  Sentinels  of 
the  Misfortune  of  the  Piraguas  which  attend- 
cd  Guaijmozin,  they,  more  like  Men  afto- 
nifh'd  than  terrify 'd,  retir'd  in  Confufion  and 
Difordcr. 

The  Occaficn  of  that  fudden  Change  was 
loon  known :  for  at  that  very  Inftant  arriv'd 
the  Canoe  fent  by  Ho/guin;  and  Cortes,  lift- 
ing up  his  Eyes  towards  Heaven,  as  acknow- 
ledging the  Supreme  Author  of  all  his  Fortune 
and  Succefs,  ordered  his  Captains  to  keep  their 
Ground  within  View  of  the  Fortifications,  with- 
out attempting  any  thing  till  farther  Inftru&i- 
ons  5  fending  at  the  fame  Time  two  Companies 
of  Spaniards  to  the  Landing-place  to  guard 
the  Royal  Prifoner,  and  then  went  himfelf  to 
receive  him  not  far  from  the  Quarters  5  which 
he  did  with  very  great  Courteiy  and  Rcfpcc>, 
Signs  and  Gcflures  ferving  inftead  of  Words :  to 
which  Guatimozin  made  a  Return  in  the  fame 
Language,  endeavouring  to  conceal  the  Agita- 
tions of  his  Bread  by  a  forced  Complafaince. 

Being  come  to  the  Entrance  into  the  Ge- 
nexaTs  Quarters,   they  all  made  a  Stop,  and 

Guali- 
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Guatimozin,  with  the  Emprefs,  went  in  firft, 
affecting  to  mew  that  he  had  no  Rcludance  to 
his  Confinement.  They  both  immediately 
took  their  Seats ;  but  that  Prince,  feeming  to 
recoiled  hirrrfclf,  prcfently  role  up  again,  and 
defied  Cortes  to  fit  down.  He  was,  in  theie 
Beginnings  of  his  Adverfity,  fo  much  M after 
of  himfclf,  that  knowing  the  Interpreters  by 
the  Place  where  they  were  ported,  he  began 
the  Converfation,  faying  to  the  General,  IVhy 
do  you  delay,  valiant  and  renown  d  Captain, 
with  that  Sword  you  wear  by  your  Side,  to 
take  away  my  Life  ?  "Trifoners  of  my  Rank 
are  but  a  Burden  to  the  Conqueror,  'Dif 
patch  me  then  at  once,  and  let  me  have  at 
leaft  the  Satisfaction  of  dying  by  your  Hand, 
fince  I  could  not  obtain  the  Happmefs  of 
lofing  my  Life  in  my  Country  s  'Defence. 

He  would  gladly  have  proceeded ;  but  here 
all  his  Conftancy  fail'd  him,  and  only  his  Tears 
utter'd  the  reft,  putting  a  Stop  to  his  Words, 
and  forcing  their  Way  thro'  his  unwilling  Eyes. 
His  Royal  Confort  bore  him  Company  with 
lefsRefervc,  and  Cortes  found  himfclf  obliged 
to  do  Violence  to  his  Pity  and  Companion, 
to  avoid  following  their  Example  :  but  after 
allowing  thofe  Uluftrious  Prifoncrs  fomcTime 
to  vent  their  Sorrow,  he  anfwcr'd  Guatimo- 
zin,  "  That  he  was  not  his  Prifoner,  nor  was 
"  his  Grcatnefs  fallen  into  io  inglorious  a  Con- 
"  dition  as  that  ?  but  that  he  was  Prifoner  to 
"  a  Monarch  fo  great  and  powerful,  that  the 

H  h  $  "  whole 
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e  of  his  own  <e  one 

of  a  different  Climate.     Hi<  Face,  v. 
Wei!  with  the  reft,  difcover'd  ahau_  :.i, 

and  was  fo  habituated  to  command  B 
that  even  amidft  the  inward  Agitations  or  his 
J,  he  loft  nothing  of  the  v  his 

Air.     The  Emprefs,  who  v  :me 

Acre,  by  the  Gracefdlnefs  of  her  C  : 
rhc  Vivacity  of  her  Mien  led  the  £   eS  of 

all ;  but  her  Beau:  rather :  ma- 

ieftick,  than  delicate,  looking      c     at  the  lirfl 
Sight;   which 
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Service,  p:  g'd  to  pay  to 

the  Perfon  of  thai  Vener 

ow\i  to  the  1  : 1. 

In  the  m  he  though  - 

to  return  to  his  Troops,  in  order  to  rednce  that 
:  of  the  City,  which  Hne- 

>  Pofleilion ;  fo  that  breaking  off  the  C 
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:ly  appear'd,    being   to  intercede    for  the 
Mexicans,  his  late  "  en  the  Ce- 

ll came,  that  Prince,  in  the  moft  prefling 
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Terms,  conjur'd  him,  not  to  injure  or  mifufe 
them  \  fince  they  only  wanted  the  Knowledge 
of  his  being  a  'Prifoner,  to  induce  them  to 
furrender.  He  had  fo  much  Pretence  of  Mind, 
that  he  readily  guefs'd  at  the  Occafion  of  the 
General's  Departure,  and  in  the  midft  of  his 
Afflictions  had  the  Welfare  and  Pretervation 
of  his  Subjects  at  Heart :  A  Care  truly  worthy 
of  a  princely  Mind  !  And  notwithftanding  Cor- 
tes gave  him  Afiurances  that  he  would  treat 
them  with  Lenity,  yet  he  earneftly  defir'd  Pec- 
miflion  for  one  of  his  own  Minifters  to  go 
along  with  him,  to  difpofe  the  Mexican 
Troops,  and  the  reft  of  his  Subjects  to  fubmit> 
and  to  tell  them  from  him,  "  That  they  (hould 
u  obey  the  General  of  the  Spaniards,  fince  it 
"  was  not  reafonable  or  prudent  in  them  to 
"  incente  a  Perfon  who  had  their  Prince  in 
(t  his  Power,  or  refute  to  conform  themfelves 
"  to  the  Decrees  of  their  Deities." 

Cortes  found  the  Army  in  the  fame  Po- 
fture  in  which  he  had  left  it,  nor  had  the  leaft 
Alteration  happen  d  during  his  Abtence ;  for 
the  Enemy,  who  had  retir'd  upon  the  firft  Con- 
fternation  they  had  been  put  into,  by  the  News 
of  their  Emperor's  being  taken,  had  neither 
Courage  enough  left  to  defend  themfelves,  nor 
Judgment  to  capitulate.  Guatimozins  Mini- 
fter  enter'd  their  Quarters,  and  immediately 
upon  his  acquainting  them  with  the  Orders  he 
brought,  they  threw  down  their  Arms,  and 
Submitted. 

By 
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By  the  Mediation  of  that  Minifter,  it  was 
agreed,  that  they  fhould  march  out  without 
Arms  or  Baggage,  \Vhich  they  immediately  put 
in  Execution  after  fo  precipitate  a  Manner,  that 
in  a  few  Moments  the  Place  was  evacuated. 
It  rais'd  Admiration  in  the  Beholders,  to  fee 
the  Multitudes  of  military  Men  that  (till  re- 
mained, after  fo  many  Defeats,  and  fuch  con- 
fidcrable  Lodes.  Great  Care  was  taken  to 
prevent  their  being  any  way  molcfted  or  ill 
nfed  in  their  Retreat;  and  inch  Deference  and 
Regard  was  paid  to  the  General's  Orders, 
that  there  was  not  lb  much  as  an  opprobious 
or  injurious  Word  heard  among  the  Confe- 
derate Indians,  who  lb  mortally  hated  the 
Mexicans. 

The  Troops  then  marched  into  that  remain- 
ing Part  of  the  City,  where  they  found  no- 
thing but  miferablc  Obje&s,  horrible  to  the 
Sight,  and  dreadful  even  to  the  Thought; 
fome  lick  and  difabled  Wretches,  who  could 
not  follow  the  reft,  and  others  grievoufly 
wounded,  all  calling  upon  Death  to  relieve 
them  from  their  Mifery,  and  exclaiming  againft 
the  unfcatbnablc  Clemency  of  the  Conque- 
rors: But  nothing  made  fo  great  an  Impref- 
fion  upon  the  Spaniards,  and  filled  their  Souls 
with  Horror  fo  much,  as  the  Sight  of  certain 
Courts,  and  defertcd  Houfes,  where  the  Indi- 
ans had  heaped  up  the  Bodies  of  all  the  Men 
of  Note  who  had  been  (lain  in  Battle,  In  or- 
der at  Leifure  to  celebrate  their  Funeral  Ofe. 

fcquies ; 
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fequies;  from  whence  proceeded  fuch  an  in- 
tolerable Stench,  that  they  were  even  afraid  to 
breathe  ,  and,  in  Effect,  the  Air  was  little  lefs 
than  infected  therewith,  which  obliged  them 
to  haften  their  Retreat.  Cortes  having  affign'd 
Quarters  to  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  and  "Pe- 
dro de  Alvarado,  at  fome  Diftance  from  that 
contagious  Place,  and  given  what  other  Or- 
ders he  thought  requiiite,  retired  with  his 
Prilbners  to  Cuyoacan,  (taking  with  him  the 
Eody  of  Troops  commanded  by  Chrifioval  dc 
Olid)  'till  the  City  could  be  cleanfed  and 
freed  from  thofe  Horrors  5  whither  in  a  few 
Days  after  he  returned,  to  connder  of  the 
propcreft  Means  to  eftablifh  and  maintain  his 
Conqucft,  and  to  take  neccilary  Precautions 
and  Meafures  with  regard  to  the  Coniequenccs 
which  might  attend  this  profperous  Expedi- 
tion. 

The  Imprifonmcnt  of  Guatimozin,  and 
the  intire  Redu&ion  of  Mexico,  happened  on 
the  Thirteenth  of  Auguft,  in  the  Year  ifSLt9 
being  the  Day  of  St.  Hypolito  5  in  Memory 
whereof,  the  City,  to  this  Day,  celebrates  the 
Feftival  of  that  great  Martyr,  under  the  Title 
of  Patron  of  Mexico.  The  Siege  continued 
ninety-three  Days;  and  in  the  various  Events 
of  profperous  and  adverfe  Fortune,  the  Judg- 
ment, Intrepidity,  and  Conftancy  of  Cortes, 
are  equally  to  be  admired  with  the  indefati- 
gable Perfeverance  and  Valour  of  the  Spani- 
ards, and  the  Unanimity  and  Obedience  of 

the 
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the  Confederate  Nations ;  allowing  to  the 
Mexicans  the  Honour  of  having  defended 
their  Prince  and  Country  with  the  utmoft  Ef- 
forts of  Bravery  and  Patience. 

After  the  taking  of  Guatirnozin,  and  the 
Conqucft  of  the  Capital  City  of  that  vaft  Em- 
pire, the  Tributary  Princes  firft  came  in  to 
acknowledge,  and  to  do  Homage  to  the  Con- 
queror; and  their  Example  was  foon  followed 
by  the  Caziqucs  of  the  circumjacent  Diftricts, 
fomc  being  induced  to  it  by  the  great  Repu- 
tation of  the  Spaniards ■,  and  others  compcll'd 
by  Force  of  Arms;  and  in  a  fhort  time  was 
erected  that  noble  Monarchy,   which  merits 
rhc  Name  of  New-Spain,  the  great  Emperor 
Charles  the  Fifth  owing  to  Hernan  Cortes  no 
lefs  than  a  new  Crown,   well  worthy  of  his 
Imperial  Temples.     A  wonderful  Conqueft, 
and  a  moft  Illuftrious  Conqueror,  among  thofe 
which  many  Ages  rarely  produce,  and  of  which 
there  are  but  few  Examples  in  Hiftory ! 
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